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RADIO'S $7,000,000 ‘BANK NIGHT 


Key to Abbreviations: SR (Shows 


LOUIS KRONENBERGER (PM) 
ROBERT COLEMAN (Mirror).. 
RICHARD WATTS, JR. (Post) . 


BROOKS ATKINSON (Times).. 
JOHN CHAPMAN (News)...... 


F Varrery (Combined) 


WARD MOREHOUSE (Sun) ...... 


ROBERT GARLAND (Journal-American).63 51 a 
HOWARD BARNES (Herald Tribune)....61 49 10 2 
WILLIAM HAWKINS (World-Telegram) 63 50 13 


N. Y. Drama Critics’ Boxscore 


Season of 1947-48 
(June 1, 1947-May 31, 1948) 


Reviewed); R (Right); W (Wrong); 


O (Ne Opinion Clearly Expressed); Pct. (Percentage). 


SR. R. W. O. Pet. 

sooce see “Mn es 895 
Sececeers 56 48 8 857 
pba cocne 63 54 9 857 
ree 61 50 11 -820 
810 

.803 

as -794 

Siecle. eo soe gee ee 
isto s od O44 60 44 15 1 _ .733 
\<} ee 63 60 3 953 











| The winner of VarieTy’s 25th 
sannual New York drama critics 
boxscore is Ward Morehouse, 
(critic-drama columnist for the Sun. 
“It was the second consecutive sea- 
: that his reviews most accu- 
ly indicated the boxoffice suc- 
or failure of Broadway's 
He also was in the van at 
season’s mid-year mark. 


-Morehouse’s winning margin was 
the same during the past 
m as a year ago. He sat in 
57 premieres, being incorrect 
Only six times for a count of .895, 
or 16 percentage points better than 

47, when he guessed seven 





* times out of 58 notices. 

Actually the number of shows cov- 
@red by all critics was higher, as 

was the total number of presenta- 

‘tions, but repertory groups were 
Counted in units of one each, such 

&s the D’Oyly Carte and Dublin 

Gate troupes. 

_, Virtually all critics in the box- 
core had higher percentages than 
ast year, although there was little 
mange in their ratings. Robert 

Woleman (Mirror), who was sec- 
v ‘d a year ago with .833, tied for 

(Continued on page 50) 
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4s. sic Publishers 
Remain Unaffected 









Music publishing is one of the 
few major industries whose mar- 
Prices have not been affected 














WY inflation. Though sale prices 
(00 virtually all other staple and 
uxury” items have been boosted 
Fepeatedly, sheet sales remain at 
“_ Prewar 35c scale. This line 
Hak been held even though pub- 
amb operating costs have 
tw bed over 100% during the past 
0 years 


to one feeling. Publishers 

are afraid that the music-buying 
lic, which is slim enough in 
Parison to this country’s pop- 


Ost for a “luxury” item. Mean- 
(Continued on page 53) 


| Morehouse Wins ‘Variety’ Boxscore 
Of Drama Critics 2d Straight Year 





‘ela | 
nf untaining the 35¢ price is due 


ulation, will refuse even a nickel | 


’ 
vv 


Nitery Padlocked For 


Featuring Blue Disks 


Memphis, June 1. 

Alleged performance of bawdy 
records brought a permanent 
sheriff's padlocking of Little 
Beaver, night spot at Oakville near 
here. Its proprietor, Thomas 
Charles Ryan and Leon Nemetz, 
operator of a record shop, were ar- 
rested. 

Deputies said Ryan~ bought 
smutty records from Nemetz and 
would play them on a record player 
rigged so as to be beamed to a cer- 
tain number on radio dials of cars 
parked in the vicinity. 


MPAA Test Suit 
Would Challenge 
Film Censorship 


Motian Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica has “decided to bring in its own 
name a test suit which will chal- 
lenge the existence of all film cen- 
sorship and licensing boards op- 

the U. S., it’s been 








By Nat’ Inflation jtearnea. MPAA officials plunked 


for the step last week after hud- 
‘dling with Morris L. Ernst, attor- 
iney for the American Civil Liber- 
.ties Union. Latter group requested 
‘the MPPA’s cooperation, as an 
(Continued on page 16) 
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‘Soph’s Ist London Date 
| In 12 Years a B.O. Panic 


London, June 1. 

| Sophie Tucker's first London 
date in 12 years, at the Casino, 
resulted in one of the biggest per- 
sonal triumphs yet aceorded an 
American star. Miss Tucker on her 
ifirst show Monday (31) was 
[obliged to sing 16 numbers, wind: 

(Continued on page 53) 











GIVEAWAYS UP 
TU TedG WEEKLY 


Radio’s “bank night” has snow- 
balled into a giveaway orgy in 
which $7,000,000 in cash and mer- 
chandise is being pitched at listen- 
ers in a season’s cycle. 

If the craze continues at its pres- 
ent momentum, it’s figured the an- 
nual jackpot by the end of an- 
other season will easily top $9,- 
000,000. 

Currently, the giveaway of goods, 
money and services (transporta- 
tion, vacations, etc.) is conserva- 
tively estimated at over $165,000 
weekly. The yearly jackpot hits 
the $7,000,000 mark on the basis of 
44 weeks, the average annual cycle 
of network and local commercial 
shows. 

While the trade is wondering when 
the blowup will materialize, the 
pyramiding prizes show anything 
but signs of abatement. All con- 
cerned take encouragement from 
progressively favorable Hooperat- 
ings and the quick sale of more 
and newer types of giveaway 
shows. This is attested by the ease 
with which ABC and CBS ob- 
tained sponsorship of their respec- 
tive “Stop the Music” and “Catch 
Me If You Can” stanzas. 

The main source of these prizes 
are the firms which make it a busi- 
ness of Channeling the giveaways 
from the manufacturer, whose only 
payoff is a plug for his product, to 
the program. These go-between- 
ers are themselves beginning to ex- 
press dismay at the Frankenstein 
proportions assumed by something 
which had started out, from their 
end, as a modest promotion stunt. 

Further evidence that the graph 
of the giveaway show points up- 
ward may be drawn from the fact, 
that of the 40-odd network com- 
mercials which are slated for sum- | 
mer layoffs, not one falls within 
the classification where the value 
of the giveaways is of prime im-, 
port to the program’s pulling 
power. 

Manufacturers continue eager to 
swap wares for a free plug al- 
though by this time quite a few of 





Winchell Quits Jergens After 16,Yrs., 
Signs ABC Contract at 5206 a Year 





Des Moines City Fathers 
Pinch-Hit for Disk Jockey 


Des Moines, June 1. 
While M. J. Bennett, disk jockey- 
safety commissioner, takes a two- 
weeks’ vacation from his 7:30 to 
9 am. show on KSO, the other 


four city councilmen will pinch-hit , 


for him on the five days a week 
program. They include the finance 
commissioner, the mayor, the parks 
commissioner and streets commis- 
sioner. 


The councilmen will have to 
schedule their recorded music 
and commentary to leave the air 
at 8:50 a.m. in order to make it 
to the daily council sessions that 
start at 9 a.m. 


Hoppy Westerns 


Shot Dually For 
Films and Video 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Bill Boyd last week started 
shooting his pictures simultane- 
ously for United Artists release 
and for television. Producer-star’s 
screen writers on the ‘“Hopalong 
Cassidy” series for UA henceforth 
write all scripts with a tele twist. 

Pix get cliff-handing endings for 
every 12-and-a-half minutes of the 
feature film. During production 
cast and crew take time out from 
regular shooting for theatres and 
film the stuff for tele. In this way 
Boyd gets pix suitable for tele- 
casting as serials over a week or 
two-week period. 

Producer has also started ne- 
gotiations with UA and Film 
Classics to buy back some of his 
old pix so that he can sell them for 











(Continued on page 34) 


(Continued on page 48) 





By JO RANSON 


Brooklyn, June 1. 

The passing of the 5c. subway 
fare will mean the undoubted turn- 
ing point of America’s 
“Nickel Nice” into a 7c. (or more) 
St. Moritz. 

New season, launched officially 
on Memorial Day, will bring such 





w uplifting seaside wonders as} banat 
DEW: BPErUAE shrewdest of nation’s.outdoor show- 


/men, manage to keep their mam- 


‘the 24-karat gold bathing suit and 
'clamp-on bra on the crowded sand 
|and free video at Steeplechase. 
Tele at Steeplechase will afford 
perspiring pilgrims an opportunity 
to view latest scientific marvel 
without having to plunk down 10 





favorite | 





See End of Coney as a ‘Nickel Riviera’ 
But Biz OK; Video Hot New Wrink! 


kopeks for a glass of beer. Tele ap- 
pears to be the biggest free act on 
the island since the one-piece bath- 


surf patrol of the police several 
decades ago. 

Steeplechase, under George and 
Frank Tilyou aegis, is a tonic in an 
otherwise decaying carnival atmos- 
phere. Tilyou freres, among the 


moth playground in hospital-clean 
condition and know the pulse-beat 
of the enchantment-seeking patriot. 
Park, as in 1947, is getting 50c. for 


(Continued on page 55) 


* Walter Winchell parts Dec. 31 


with Jergens, which has spon? 
sored his ABC network program 
for the past 16 years. Association 
was dissolved as much by the 
manufacturer’s refusal to perfume 
a rather odorous commercial 
tagged onto Winchell’s time dur- 
ing recent weeks, as by vastly su- 
perior coin offers made to the col- 
umnist. 


In cutting the long Jergens tie, 
Winchell is as yet unassigned to 
another sponsor. He has signa- 
tured an agreement with ABC’s 
prez, Mark Woods, effective Jan. 1, 
via which the network guarantees 
him $520,000 annually at $10,000 
per broadcast for 52 weeks (with 
seven weeks vacash). This move 
by ABC is simply to retain the 
commentator for itself, fending off 
any possibility of his going to an- 
other chain. ABC will sell the 
show and’in the event more than 
the $10,000 guaranteed Winchell is 
realized, the added coin goes to 
him. 

Though it was mainly the com- 
mercial which bothered Winchell 
and severed the Jergens deal, the 
commentator gave the cosmetic 
manufacturer an opportunity to 
meet ABC’s price. He’s now draw- 
ing $390,000 annually from Jer- 
gens (having been raised from 

(Continued on page 50) 


Hoffman’s ‘Get Tough’ 
Policy Via ERP Program 
A Break for the Film Biz 


Washington, June 1. 

Extent to which the Marshall 
Plan may serve to free frozen U.S. 
film coin in many countries of the 
world was made clear last week 
at hearings before the Senate Ap- 
propriations committee. Paul G. 
Hoffmap, who'll dole out the 
funds, made no bones about the 
fact that he’ll use “the power of 
the purse” to ease the restrictions 
imposed on American industry 
abroad. 


Hoffman, Economic Cooperation 
Administration topper, was speak- 
ing specifically of Argentina. 
American film» companies have re- 
| eeived no remittances from there 

He said he pro- 








| since last August. 
, posed to use a “get tough” policy 
| on prices of food and raw mate- 
|vrials the Argentine government 
| wished to sell to the European Kke- 
| covery Program countries. These 
purchases would be financed with 


\ing suit was greenlighted by special US. dollars. 


| 

Film company foreign chiefs 
| were considerably encouraged this 
| week over Hoffman’s firm attitude. 
| They had fully expected that 
| Marshall Plan coin would help 
|them thaw some of their frozen 
assets in the 16 ERP countries 
themselves. Hoffman’s stand on 
Argentina, however, made it clear 
that the American largesse would 
also be used as a lever in other 
countries which will profit indi- 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Israel's Ist Feature 


Plans for H’'wood: of Middle East’ 


First feature film to come out of 
Israel in initiation of an effort to 
make of the new Jewish state the 
“Hollywood of the Middle East,” 
will be released in the U. S. in 
the fall. Its producer, Norman 
Lourie, is a South African thea- 
tre circuit operator whose zest for 
Zionism has led him to shift the 





base of his operations from 
Johannesburg to Jerusalem. 
Lourie, who’s been in Palestine 
since 1946, is virtually Israel’s 
“one-man film industry.” 


tion company in Tel Aviv which 
handles United Artists and indie 
product in the Middle East and 
has taken the first steps toward or- 
ganizing an Israeli theatre circuit. 

He also has a setup making 


documentaries, a monthly news re- | 


view and educational pictures in 


|; mately 20 are 
| Aviv, Haifa and Jerusalem, he es- 
In addi- | : i rod- 
tion to his activities as a feature | a 16m setup and is buying p 


producer, he operates a distribu- | not from ©:S. distribs. 


lin Jaffa and other Arab towns, but | 
|all are closed since the fighting 
| began, Lourie said. The Arab pro- 


| ism. 


Film Due Soon, 


500,000 people. On that basis, his 
Cinemas Investment Corp. has pur- 
chased land for a 1,750 seater that 
will be the most modern in the 
country. He has also acquired. 
property for an 1,100-seat house in 
Haifa. » * 
75 Theatres in Palestine 
There are now about 75 theatres 
in Palestine, of which approxi- 
first-runs in Tel 


timated. In addition, Lourie said, 


each of the farm communities has 


There are about 10 Arab houses 


duction industry, based in Cairo, 





310th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Now Playing Nationally 


“BILL AND C00” 


Special Academy Award Winner 











has grown tremendously, he said, 
under the spur of Arab national: | 
Latter is so great, explained | 


Palestine and is still a partner with | : 
: | Lourie, that J. Arthur Rank, who | 
20th-Fox in South African theatre | spent $1,400,000 building the finest | 


operation. 
ism, which has him planning to 
switch his citizenship from South 
African to Israeli, began during 
the war, when he served as a cor- 
respondent with the South African 
army attached to the Jewish 
Brigade Group. He made several 
documentaries at that time, one 
of which was released by UA and 
another by 20th. 

Lourie’s brother, Arthur, has 
just been named counsul-general 
in New York for the Provisional 
Government of Israel. 

Joe Krumgold Partnered 

‘The initial feature by his Pales- 
tine Films, Inc., is “I Speak for 
Jordania,” which—on last word 
from Jerusalem, more than four 
weeks ago—was being edited. Part- 


nered with Lourie in making it is | 


Joseph Krumgold, an American. 
Krumgold Was co-author of Robert 
Riskin’s “Magic Town” (RKO) last 
year and served as a documentary 
producer with the Office of War 
Information during the war. 

Lourie is in the U. S., under 2 
permit from the WHaganah, the 
Jewish army, to arrange for re- 
lease of the feature and. of his news 
review. Albert Margolies is repre- 
senting his outfit in the U. S. 

Krumgold, when last heard of, 
was working at PFI’s studio in 
Katamon, a suburb of Jerusalem, 
which is now in the Arab seige 
prea. The American documentary- 
maker got together with Lourie 
when the latter decided last year 
that he needed U. S.-trained tech- 
nical help. When the situation in 
Israel settles down somewhat, 
Lourie hopes to make attractive 
offers to other American film 
workers in his effort to build a 
real industry there. 

Although studio and technical 
facilities are now at such a mini- 
mum in Palestine (there’s no lab 
at all) that Lourie sees the pos- 
sibility of making only one or two 
features a year, he’s bullish on 


The interest in Zion-| 


itheatre in Cairo, was fearful of 
' opening it six months ago because 
| of Arab resentment. He finally 
| was able to light it up by preeming | 
{with an Arab film. 

| Preduction slate of Palestine 
| Films, Inc.; now calls for ome fea- 
| ture yearly, four documentaries, 
lthe monthly news review (which 
is something between a March of 
|Time and a newsreel) and a series | 
of educational films. All are made 
in English, since the limited dis- 
| tribution possible in Israel makes 
'their export an economic neces- 
' sity. In any case, most of the Is- 
raeli understand English, Lourie 
explained. 

PFI is contracted to the Haga- 
nah, the Jewish Army, to produce 
a documentary on the war with 
ithe Arabs. It is also in produc- 
tion with a two-reel documentary, 
sponsored by the United Jewish 
Appeal, called “The Road Is 
| Open.” 
PFI has a flat deal for a year) 
| to provide newsreel clips to Tele- | 
'news, Inc., in the U.S. Telenews | 
|has a pact with Columbia Broad- | 
| casting System television and also 
‘supplies footage to the regular 
| newsreels. Clips used in last 
| week’s reels on the declaration of 
‘the Jewish state were PFI’s. 

Lourie has set up an office in 
Manhattan. He feels that the ori- 
entation of Tel Aviv must be with 
New York, as he sees a more nat- | 
ural affinity between Israel and | 
the U.S. than with London, as has 
been the tie in the past. 


BOXOFFICES REVEAL 
UPBEAT IN MARCH 


Washington, June 1. 
March biz at the nation’s box- 
offices was slightly on the upbeat 
but below that of March, 1947, ac- 
cording to Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue tax figures just released. 
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PAR INTERESTED IN 


‘INSIDE USA’ MUSICAL 


Paramount is showing interest 
in making a deal for screen rights 
to the Arthur Schwartz-Howard 
Dietz smash Broadway musical, 
“Inside U.S.A.” All the studio is 
actually interested in is the title 
and some of the tunes. It feeis, 
however, that they’d be particular- 
ly valuable as the takeoff point for 
a new aid possibly highly profita- 
ble idea for a picture. 

As the studio sees it, film would 
be made in episodes, as in the 
legiter, with each one localed in a 
different region of the country. 
Exploitation prospects would be 
limitless, as Par execs view it. A 
thin thread of story would be used 
to weld the parts together, instead 
of making it a straight revue type 
production. 

Par’s present effort is to .get 
Schwartz and Dietz to put a price 
tag on their handiwork. Since the 
show is certain to run for a con- 
siderable time yet and they -won’t 
want the picture released before 
the live version has plenty of time 
to. play off in New York and on 
the road, the authors are in no 
hurry to do business on screen 
rights. While Par’s interest is hot 
at the moment, other companies 
are likewise in the market and will 
bid when the price is set, it’s felt. 

Another angle is the fact that 
Dietz is a v.p. of Metro (in charge 
of advertising and publicity) and 


| may have a desire to give his home 


lot a first crack at his handiwork. 

Schwartz, who produced the Bea- 
trice Lillie-Jack Haley starrer, has 
an agreement with John Gunther 
whereby the latter is not permit- 
ted to sell the title for motion pic- 
tures for three years after the clos- 


patriotic rallies and the like, all of 


able four walls fetch fancy fees, 
his nightly tenant. 


racket. 


to show up. 


Kenny and Lee Mortimer. 
Cancer Fund cause, of course, is e 


problem of staging benefit shows; 
the most practical suggestion—a di 


wood, Broadway, radio and nitery 
tertainment for days and weeks to 


at the Garden the other night.” 
Extra b.o. resistance values have 


And there, of course, with the si 
tending a benefit’s gratis values, 


problems automatically solved by 


“but don’t bother us or our current talent.” 


Those Benefits! 


The war years naturally churned up a series of benefit shows, 


like pattern, wherein personalities 


from all branches of show business were the lure for fund-raising, 
The hangover is still with us, to the degree that when Madison 
Square Garden and kindred arenas or theatres aren’t. playing the 
usual attractions, they do a terrific benefit business. 


Certain desir. 
and the lessor can virtually pick 


The benefit type of show business has snowballied now into a neo- 
There are bound to be repercussions right down the line, 
But in between there is always the performer—and on top of the 
talent are the handful of backstage influences who are put in the 
middle of velvet-gloving (and, in some cases, “slugging’’), the talent 


And if it isn’t Broadway showmen like Bob Weitman, Leon Leoni- 
doff, A. J. Balaban, Zeb Epstin, Sammy Rauch, Arthur Knorr, Marvin 
Schenck, Sidney Piermont and the like, then the focal influence is 
usually a columnist like Ed Sullivan or Earl Wilson. 
convincers have gone up and down the line, from Winchell io Nick 
Winchell’s dedication to the Runyon 
asily the No. 1 fund-raising spark- 
plug; only the job Sullivan has done for the Heart drive approaches it. 


The journalistic 


But in between are a flock of intermediary benefits, and for causes 
quite worthy. This is admitted even by the showmen who are most 
bitterly opposed to the “benefit racket,” as some heatedly put it. 
These showmen are the most vehement in their opposition to the 


they’re the ones propagating for 
rect donation to this or that cause, 


A. J. Balaban, as result of the American Overseas Aid benefit at 
Madison Square Garden last week, 
his boss, and others in that platform. Skouras is one of the more 
generous collaborators on benefits and rallies, but Balaban holds 
with Lou Walters (operator of the Latin Quarter, N.Y.), and other 
showmen that after one of those gala shows, with its wealth of Holly- 


plans to interest Spyros Skouras, 


talent, the customer who has paid 


up to $25 and $50 a ducat is either surfeited with any other live en- 


come, or he stays away from this 


or that spot because, “Aw, we saw Harry Richman (or whoever it was) 


cropped up with the new wrinkle 


of telecasting—or attempting to videocast—such gala entertainments. 


ght-plus-sound values further ex- 
the issue now becomes one of 


economic preservation. AGVA, Equity, SAG, and AFRA, now h 
stake on behalf of their talent members. eee © 


already has its owm views on the multiplicity of benefits, may find its 


And management, which 


the talent Guilds. Abel, 





Skelton Ordered to Rest | 


Hollywood, June 1. | 





| “Neptune’s 


Red Skelton, suffering from a 
/nervous condition brought on by 
overwork, was ordered by his 
physician to rest for several | 
months. 
| “Metro is postponing the start of | 
Daughter,” Skelton’s 
next picture, until late autumn. 





| 
| 
| 
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LLOYD WOULD REISSUE — 
SOME OF HIS OLDIES 


Harold Lloyd is negotiating for 





reissue of some half-dozen of the 
‘films in which he starred, the 


ing of the “first class run” of the | comedian disclosed in New York 
show. The title is from Gunther’s | last week. Lloyd said the pictures 
best-selling book, although none of | would be, those made in the 1930s, | 
the legiter itself is based on the after the advent of sound, and in- 
volume. |clude “Movie Crazy,” “The Cat’s | 
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ultimate prospects of building the Oo : tax 

country into a production center. Bh y te gprnmery = Bery ~ 
“Palestine is the finest natural llow the ‘comparable month last 

studio in the world,” he declared, | year. however, it was almost 


“with a climate much like that of : 
} $1,000,000 better than the preced-| Uncertainty as to James Mason’s 
ec a eng oC better. | ing month of 1948. About 80% | availability is causing doubt re- 
oath aid of t neat ,of the admissions tax is estimated | garding Sir Alexander Korda’s pro- 
toa eet Mand a i. ed ‘to come from film theatres. |duction plans for 
ale ge ar age omen Hee caaelilahedata.’ The nitery bite for the month | General,” to be made from the | 
ee an eomeae detaae | showed a definite improvement,| Daphne du Maurier best-seller. | 
accor Sai deed tem eeemant| indicating that the nightclub busi- | Picture is to go into production in 
aaa Tas ae thaliiens” Sretea ion .~ pw skidding for hee fall, but it isn't certain, 
ak lee. nths, may be perking up again. | whether it will be in Holl ' 
Fe obese ager # asd hath nog | LS i. od — og yy ky | London and whether ponte will 
7 : r istro biz, was ,662,000. | star in it, as scheduled. 
ar id - et Fk cet par-' While this was about $200,000 be-| Mason can’t work in California 
p ° low March, 1947, it was almost until his present suit with David 
Potential Markets ..-.. | 31,000,000 ahead of February, 1948. Rose is’ settled. On the other 
On_ the distribution-exhibition | The 3rd Internal Revenue Dis- ‘hand, he does not want to return to 
side, Lourie is even more optimis- trict of New York, which includes London. Further decision on plans 
tic than on production. The vast all of the Broadway sector, netted for the future of the film will be 
immigration that is taking place to the tax collector a fat $5,767,000 | discussed in England later this | 
Palestine, he pointed out, is cre- on general admissions, about $200, month when Zoltan Korda who | 
ating the need for much addi+ | 000 behind “the previous month, | will produce the film, goes there 
tional entertainment. Even now,! but nevertheless excellent. The for confabs with his brother | 
he said, the old formula on Middle midtown Manhattan night spots Morris Helprin, Korda’s U Ss 
East income has shifted. For each , also rang the bell in March. They | rep., who was slated to leave ‘this | 
$4 the American industry got out | paid $685,275 in 20% taxes on|week for two weeks in England 
of the territory, it was formerly their business, compared with only has pushed off his departure until | 
figured that $2 came from Egypt, $1 | $453,186 the previous month. | about June 15 to go with Zoltan. | 


from Palestine and $1 from Syria, | Latter is currently 
1 on the Coast 
Transjordan, Iraq and Lebanon Al J olson’s Award working on the production plans. 
Al Jolson was presented the 


combined. Balance now is about 
$1.50 from Egypt and the same . . | 
from Palestine. 1948 Major Gen. Maurice Rose Friars Roast A.&C. 
“Immigrants coming in com-| award at a dinner here Saturday Hollywood, June 1 
rise a great potential audience,” (29) for his wartime entertainment Bud Abbott and Lou Costello | 
urie explained, “since their Eu- | of American soldiers. Presentation | were roasted, but gently, by half a_ 
ropean backgrounds are of a high; was made at a $500-a-plate dinner | dozen roastmasters at the Friars’ 
culture and they were used to the | to raise funds for a hospital being | clubhouse with 200 members at- 
best in entertainment before the | built as a memorial to the tank ex- | tending. 
war. They are not the backward pert who was killed in the war. Roasters were led by Lou Holtz 
people of the Arab countries.” Gen. Courtney Hodges, under |aided by Kay Kyser, Alan Reed. 
Tel Aviv, he predicted, would whom Gen. Rose served, made the |Abe Burrows, George Burns and 
| become a first-class metropolis of | award to the singer. J. C. Flippen. rat 











Uncertainty Over Mason 
Stalls Korda’s ‘General’ 














| 





, others. 


“OR THE LONDON m4 
SCENE 
Jack Warner, Jr., son of pro- 
duction v.p. J. L. Warner, may head 
for London shortly, where he’ll be 
given on-the-scene grounding in 
the foreign aspects of the world- 
wide production, distribution and 
theatre organization. 
English trip would also be in the 
nature of a honeymoon for young 
Warner, who was married in New 


York Sunday (30) to Barbara Ann 
Richman, daughter of a New 
Haven attorney. In England he’ll 
have the benefit of training under 
Max Milder, vet WB managing di- 
rector. He is also expected to gain 
from contact with Arthur S. Abeles 
on the sales end. Abeles is assist- 
ant to Milder on sales. 


Warner, pere, is slated to go to 


Comic declared that he owns,| England next month to lay the 


rights completely to all of the) 
‘films. He said he may make some | 
minor changes in them to bring | 


them up-to-date if necessary. They 


with at least half the audience, it | 
was learned through questioning, | 
never having seen him in a film) 
before. 


Lloyd said that one of the things | 
influencing him to reissue the pix 
is the current success of 20th-Fox’s 
“Sitting Pretty.”” He asserted the. 
Clifton Webb film demonstrated | 
the popularity of visual and situa- 
tion comedy as against the’ dialog 
type which Hollywood has been 
turning out. 








Egypt Curbs Film Coin 
Because of Zion War | 


Fighting in Palestine struck a | 
direct blow at the American film 
industry last week when Egypt cut 
off completely remittances to U.S. 
companies. Opinion that the heavy 
strain placed upon the Egyptian 
economy by Arab-Jewish warfare 
caused the clamp on dollar exports 
from Cairo was expressed by Ger- 
ald M. Mayer, director of the in- 
ternational division of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America. 

Yank firms had been receiving | 
50% of their Egyptian earnings. | 





coin was transmitted to the for- 
eign managers of the major com- | 
panies by Mayer at a meeting: last: 
Thursday (27). inte 


groundwork for production of a 
series of top-budgeted films annu- 
ally at the Associated British stu- 
dios at Elstree. The elder Warner 


'got an excellent reaction in some | will also join his wife, Ann, who 
“The King’s | test runs recently, Lloyd explained, is in Paris. 


She is young Jack’s 
stepmother. 

His mother, Mrs. Albert (Irma) 
Rogell, wife of the director, at- 
tended Jack’s wedding Sunday 
with her husband. There were 
more than 300 guests. J. L. arrived 
in New York Friday and flew back 
Monday (31). Harry M. Warner was 
scheduled to return to the Coast 
yesterday (Tuesday). 


b ] - 
Ors’ Chicken Pox 
Orson Welles last week proved 


his right to the label “Boy Won- 
der.” He had chicken pox. 


Welles was slated to leave for 
England immediately upon his ar- 
rival in New York from the Coast 
Tuesday (25) night. but was de- 
layed until Saturday (29) by the 
disease. He was confined to his bed 
at the Waldorf-Astoria. When he 
planed out, he still had a tempera- 
ture, but was said by medicos to 
be past the contagious stage. He 
caught the pox from his daughter, 
Christopher, who came down with 
it at the same time. 


Welles is going from London to 





_News of the complete bottling of Rome, where he’ll produce-write- 


direct-act in aversion of Piran- 
dello’s “Henry IV” for Sir Alexan- 
der Korda.. He hopes to wind uP 
in Italy. by Setpember. 
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Metro’s $25,000 Annual Pensions in ’49 
May Cue Some Execs to Step Down 





4 number of veterans among+ 


Metro's top brass are seen by com- | 
pany insiders as possibly resigning | 
next year when the pension plan | 
becomes operative. At léast a par- | 
tial factor, it is said, in decision of | 
some major execs to stay around a | 
while longer hinges on the fact 
that they'll become eligible after 
next March 15 for $25,000-a-year | 
payoffs for the rest of their lives. | 

Names being mentioned in this | 
category go high up and include | 
v.p. J. Robert Rubin, Loew’s Inter- 
national President Arthur M. Loew | 
and production exec Edward Man- | 


nix. ‘It’s admitted, however, that | 


the 25G handouts, compared with | 
the present salaries of these execs, | 


can make the 


pension prospect | 
only a minor consideration in their | 
active continuance with, the com- | 
pany. ' » 

Loew had been planning to quit | 
recently, but at last reports had 
changed his mind. The fact that | 
he'll be open for the $25,000-a-year 
pension in nine months is thought 
certain to be at least one aspect of 
his decision to stay. 

4,000 Qualify In Fund 

Pension fund, which hasn't yet 
made its first payment, already 
amounts to approximately $16,000,- | 
000, it was confirmed to VARIETY 
by v.p.-secretary Leopold Fried- | 





Gamble Loses Van Port 
House in Oregon Flood 


Ted Gamble’s Van Port theatre 
in Van Port, Ore., was swept away 


when the Oregon River flood in- | 


undated that town, according to 


word received in New York yester- | 


day (Tuesday). 
The theatre was 
when the dikes broke. 


nearly filled 


Despite the | 


fact that the management had less | 
than 10 minutes notice, there was | 


no loss of life, although the last 
person out reportedly had to swim 
his way to safety. 
erty value of which was estimated 
at $100,000, was a complete loss. 


House Small Biz 
Group Loads For 





New Trust Probe 


Washington, June 1. 
The film industry is headed for 


| another Congressional hassle this 


year. This time it is the House 


man. Last contribution, made by {Small Business Committee, which 


Loew’s in March, added up to bet- 
ter than $3,500,000. About 4,000 | 
employes at the homeoffice, in the | 


;plans a new probe of the anti-trust 


aspects of the industry, complete 
with hearings in Washington, prob- 


field in the U. S. and at the studio | 3h), in September, and at least one 


Theatre, prop- | 





| charge. 





D0. SELZNICK ON 
STUDIO ‘LOSSES! 


PHONEY FILM BOOKKEEPING 


UA and Rank Tussling Anew.on Better 


Playdates Into 


ssaoen i 











By HERB GOLDEN 


Recent financial statements by | 
major companies indicating that | 
their theatre circuits were respon- | 
sible for big profits, while their 
production affiliates lost money, | 
are the results of “nothing but 
phoney bookkeeping,’ David O. 
Selznick declared in New York 
prior to his departure for the 
Coast last week. 

“The whole industry, as a mat-| 
ter of fact, is built on phoney ac- | 
counting.” the producer added. 

Big theatre profits as against | 
studio losses are merely the result | 
of a company’s affiliated circuit | 
failing to be charged a fair amount | 
for the pictures it plays, Selznick | 
asserted. He recalled an incident | 
14 or 15 years ago when he was in| 
charge of production at RKO. 

“The theatre chain was losing 
money,” he said. “Then a new 
man was brought in and placed in | 
Overnight the losses dis- | 
appeared and the circuit began to | 
show a big profit. I naturally be- 
gan to investigate. What I found 
was that he had arbitrarily re- 
duced the rentals the circuit paid 
on all RKO pictures to 15%.” 

The matter of studio overhead 
was another target of Selznick’s 
charges of false accounting. He 
declared it was entirely fallacious 
to burden all categories of films 
and all exepnditures with the same 
percentage for overhead. 


That 50% ‘Overhead’ 


are covered. . Equitable Life As- | short junket to Hollywood itself. 


surance Co. operates the fund. 

No payments can be made out 0 
the huge pool until next March 15, 
in acordance with regulations pro- 
viding that an employe must have 


Illustrating his point with a stu- 
dio that used a 50% overhead fig- 
ure, Selznick declared it was mis- 
leading its own execs. What hap- 
pened, he said, was that $250,000 
was added for overhead to a $500,- | 


| Outline of what is planned was 
disclosed over the weekend by | 
| Willis J. Ballinger, economic coun- 
|sel for the committee, who foresees 
ithe possibility of legislation to pro- 











been with the company at least five 
years after the fund was started in 
order to be eligible for benefits. It 
began March 15, 1944. 

Those who belong to the pension 
fund for five years and earn $100,- 
000 a year or more are limited to 
maximum payments of $25,000 an- 
nually. There is a sliding scale of 
increasing benefits up to $49,000 
a year for those who have been sub- 
ject to the plan for a minimum of 
10 years. 





Warners’ Nix of Reagan 
As News Guild Speaker 
Cues Mad-On Vs. Studio 


Memphis, June 1. 

There’s considerable eyebrow- 
raising among inner circles of the 
working press over Warner Bros.’ 
interference with American News- 
paper Guild’s desire to have Ro- 
nald Reagan, president of the 
Screen Actors Guild, as a feature 
speaker at ANG’s upcoming an- 
nual convention in San Francisco, 
June 28-July 2. 

Particularly irked is ANG Pres- 
ident Harry Martin, veteran 
amusements editor of The Com- 
mercial Appeal, who is generally 
regarded as a friend of the film 
industry of long standing. 

San Francisco session will be 
first national convention for Mar- 
tin as ANG president and he was 
anxious to have Reagan as a 
Speaker for the dual reason that 
he would lend glamor to the con- 
fab and could also get the chance 
to do a job of good will for the 
picture industry with the working 
press. ; 

News Guild will be meeting on 
the Coast for the first time since 
1939 and may not return there 
for another decade. With San 
Francisco only a few hours from 
Hollywood by air, Guild leadership 
figured it would be simple for Rea- 
8an to-hop up the shoreline and 
do a good turn for all hands. 

First invite in March direct to 
Reagan personally brought enthusi- 
astic response and acceptance pro- 
vided studio clearance could be 
arranged. Thinking that would be 
mere rcutine, Martin. wrote Alex 
Evelove, WB publicity head, and 
Was astounded when back came a 


~ Note saying Reagan would be “in 


(Continyed on page 20) 


jvide complete divorcement and to 
terminate blockbooking. 


What the committee has in ‘mind | 


jappears to be to re-investigate the 
matters upon which the Supreme 
Court has recently ruled. All of 
these should be settled when the 
issues in the New York anti-trust 
suit, which were remanded to the 
trial court, are finally decided 
there. 

The House Committee has been 
promised support in its probe from 
the Allied States Exhibitors and 
the Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers. 


Shortly before mid-May the 
Small Business Committee sent 
questionnaires to thousands of 
businessmen, asking them to out- 
line their competitive problems, 
and to suggest changes they feel 
‘should be made in the anti-trust 
‘laws. So far as pictures are con- 
‘cerned, replies came from Allied 
‘and SIMPP. 


Gamble’s Stassen Ties 
Gives TOA Hookups 
With Both Parties 


Acceptance by Ted Gamble, 
prexy of Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, of the convention manager- 
ship for presidential candidate 
Harold P. Stassen gives TOA ties 
on both sides of the political fence. 
Stassen, of course, is pitching for 
the Republican nomination with a 
goodly chance of at least winning 
the second spot. Democratic party 








van. who assumes the exec direc- 
torship of the theatre group today 
(Wed.). 

Sullivan resigned as 
executive director of the Demo- 
cratic party to replace Robert 
Coyne. Gamble has no intention 
of quitting his TOA spot to push 
Stassen’s candidacy. 
ico arrives in Philadelphia today 
(Wed.). to establish a Stassen 
g.h.g. While Stassen was recently 
campaigning in Oregon, Gamble 
made several appearances with 
him. 

Besides handling TOA and 
Stassen, Gamble is running his 
midwest and Oregon circuits and 
negotiating to buy into Mike 
Naify’s Golden State chain in Cali- 
fornia, 


recently 





end is represented by Gael Sulli- | 


Exhib-polit- | 


| 000 film and $1,000,000 was added | 
| to a $2,000,000 one, while actually | 
there was nothing like that dif-| 
| ference in the overhead cost be- | 
| tween the two films. For instance, | 
‘he pointed out, if it was decided 
(Continued on page 14) 


MacEWEN ABROAD 


Walter MacEwen, ' co-producer 
with Jesse L. Lasky on “Miracle 
of the Bells” (RKO), flew to Lon- 
don Saturday (29) for huddles 
with RKO execs there on British 
release of the film. He’s slated to 
visit his relatives in Scotland be- 
fore returning in July. 

Before MacEwen left, he and 
Lasky confabbed in Washington 
with War Dept. toppers on “Battle- 
ground,” proposed picture based 
on the battle of Bastogne in World 
War II. 








Names Do Bits in Tone’s | 
Anti-Hate Racketeer Pic 


Marlene Dietrich, John Garfield | 
and Henry Fonda are chipping in 
with bit roles in Tower Produc- | 
tions’ film, “Jigsaw,” which aims 
to expose racketeering in hate for 
profit. Franchot Tone, starring in | 
the pic which is being shot entire- | 
ly on location in Manhattan, wound | 
up his assignment Monday (31) | 
and headed for the Coast to fulfill | 
commitments on the RKO lot. | 

“Jigsaw,” originally titled “Dark 
Memory,” will be ready for editing 
in two weeks after completing a 
six weeks shooting schedule. John 
Roeburt, N. Y. radio scripter, wrote 
the screenplay. 


Better Pix May 
Stem BO Dip; 
Biz Off 10-15% 


Nation’s film boxoffice is rolling 
into the hot summer months on the 
low end of a dipping business 
curve, with spokesmen for the ma- 
jor companies reporting biz off 
from 10-15% over the same period 
last year. With a raft of what ap- 
pears to be top boxoffice product 
just going into general release, 
however, the majors are fairly op- 
timistic that biz will see a sharp 
upbeat within the next month or so. 


(Boxoffice has already started to 
climb, according to Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue tax statistics. Fig- 
ures for March, 1948, reveal biz 
was ‘slightly on the upbeat that 
month, although below March, 
1947. See story an page 2.) 


Slight paradoxical note in the 
dipping boxoffice trend is seen in 
the fact that film rentals, for the 
most part, are up over last year. 
Twentieth-Fox sales department, 
for example, expects to have 
broken all company pooking rec- 
ords for the first half of any year 
by the end of June. This would 
make it appear that exhibitors are 
carrying the brunt of the down- 
beat, since film rentals are up while 
theatre receipts are off. That fac- 
tor was also pointed up by Metro 
sales veepee William F. Rodgers. 
While a Loew’s theatre official coh- 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Inclement weather for Me- 
morial Day weekend in many key 
cities is just what the exhibitors 
wanted. This plus the unveiling of 
new, strong product will enable 
many spots to round out the cur- 
rent session with smash _ totals, 
several keys reporting trade ahead 
of 1947. ; 

Heading the procession is, 
“Homecoming” (M-G), which will | 
wind up considerably ahead of its | 
nearest boxoffice rival, “Silver | 
| River” (WB). The latter is shap- | 
ing uniformly solid in some 13 | 
cities, returns this week hinting | 
|this Errol Flynn starrer is doing 
| better than some of his recent, 
| pictures. 
| Third place winner is “Fort 
| Apache” (RKO), living up to its | 
‘initial promise in selected key 
‘dates. “Green Grass of Wyoming” | 
(20th), while not measuring up to | 








is finishing fifth. “Iron Curtain” 
(20th) continues hefty to catch 
sixth position coin. 

Others in week’s Big Ten, in or- 
der of playdates and representa- 
tive showing, are “All My Sons” 
(U), “Fuller, Brush Man” 
“Berlin Express” (RKO), 











and 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Rain Lifts Memorial Day Biz—‘Homecoming,’ ‘Silver 
River,’ ‘Apache,’ ‘Grass’ Pace Field 


hopes in some spots, is showing | d ) 
enough strength to land fourth in | band, will land sock $35,000 in 
b.o. derby. “Sainted Sisters” (Par) | 


(Col), | 


“Arch of Triumph” (UA), Top 
runners-up are finishing in this 
order: “Bride Goes Wild” (M-G), 
“Time of Life” (UA), “Miracle of 
Bells” (RKO) and “B.F.’s Daugh- 
ter” (M-G). 

“Time of Life,” newcomer this 
stanza, hints future boxoffice pos- 
sibilities, doing sock trade in two 
initial dates. The other new film 
to show greatest potentialities is 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par), which is | 
smash on L.A. preem in two thea- 
tres. 

“Melody Time” (RKO) shapes 
only fairly nice in first N. Y. week. 
“Up In Central Park” (U) will be 
merely good for current N. Y. ses- 
sion. “Four Faces West” (UA), also 





} 
“Hazard” | 


comparatively new, is mild in 

L.A. but fine in Philly. 

(Par), too, is spotty currently, 

best being an okay Baltimore | 

week. 
“Hunted” (Mono), 


Cincy. “The Search” (M-G) shapes 
good in Chi. 

“Hatter’s Castle’ (Par), while 
good in Boston, looks mild in Chi. 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G) is doing 
light trade except in Seattle 
where big. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9) 
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Latter's 2 Circuits 


End of the 75% tax impasse in 
Britain has revived the hassle be- 
tween United Artists and J. Ar- 
thur Rank over UA’s difficulties 
in getting bookings for its product 
on the two Rank-controlled cir- 
cuits. As a result, UA 
Arthur W. Kelly, who has been in 
London for the past seven weeks, 
has been endeavoring to come to 
terms with the British film tycoon 
on sale of UA’s interest to him 
in the Odeon circuit 

Kelly returned to New York 
Saturday (29) to report to the 
board of directors. If he is unable 
to present news that Rank has 
either relented in finding playing 
time for UA’s films or has offered 
what is considered a fair price for 
the company’s approximately 25% 
interest in Odeon, possibility is 
seen of the directorate recom- 
mending that UA go ahead with 
plans for a legal battle. Kelly has 
been huddling with London law- 
yers, as well as with Rank and his 
circuit toppers. 

Kelly planed to the Coast im- 
mediately following his arrival in 
the U.S. He’s huddling there with 
VA prexy Grad Sears and owners 
Mary Pickford and Charles Chap- 
lin on the next step. 

UA had been having trouble get- 

(Continued on page 14) 


Justice Dept. Seeks To 
Keep Wright for Retrials 


Washington, June 1. 

Department of Justice is seeking 
to keep Robert Wright, its motion 
picture specialist, to handle the 
anti-trust retrials in New York of 
the issues remanded by the Su- 
preme Court in its recent Big Five 
motion picture verdict. Wright 
has been planning to leave to go in- 
to private practice of law. 

Meanwhile, Attorney General 
Tom C. Clark told a press confer- 
ence last week that he plans to 
push for a full court determina- 
tion of all points in the suit and 
would not consider a consent de- 
cree from the defendant com- 
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Screen Writers Guild Sues Major 
Film Cos. to Kayo Blacklisting 


-The Screen Writers Guild, in a+ 
significant and far-reaching brief 
filed in New York federai court yes- 
terday (Tuesday), asked for a per- 
manent injunction against blacklist- 
ing of employees by the major and 
indie film companies. Suit is an 
outgrowth of the refusal of the 





Chaplin Angle in UA 


United Artists is the first 
major company to break off 
negotiations with SOPEG on 
grounds that the union lead- 
ers had pro-Communist sym- 


studios to employ nine writers and pathies. In its statement, the 
a director who were charged with company stated that in the 
Communist leanings by the House current critical international 


situation, it was essential to 
reduce the danger of a pos- 
sible Soviet “fifth column.” 
Charles Chaplin, who has 
been a special target because 
of his alleged pinko leanings. 
is one of the two controlling 
stockholders in UA. 


Although Has Had Bids, 
Yates Says His Rep 
Control Not for Sale 


Un-American Activities committee 
last fall. 

Guild-charges that the producers 
are violating the anti-trust laws by 
a “conspiracy to govern the politi- 
cal views and associations” of in- 
dustry workers. They have formu- 
lated a code, it states, that ‘impairs 
and threatens to destroy the free | 
market for original and creative | 
work and thus irreparably damages 
and threatens to damage the plain- 
tifis. 

“It (the code) infringes and en- 
dangers their civil liberties,” brief 
centinues, “by setting up vague 
and indefinite standards of social 
and political affiliation, which are 
to be enforced by concerted action 











Yates, Republic prexy, 


Denial was made by Herbert J.) 
last week | 
that his stock in the company is} 


Agent Loses Suit For 


Theatre Buy Commission 


Los Angeles, June 1. j 
Seymour Fisher, -agent, lost his 
$25,000 suit against the Western 
Amus. Co., theatre chain, im L.A. 
‘superior court. ‘ 
| Plaintiff charged the circuit 
‘owed him that amount as commis- 
'sion for arranging the purchase of 
three film houses, the Palm, Aztec 
and Broadway, in El Centro. 


IA Pressing Fer 
~ Hold on N.Y. Film 











First major impact of the Taft- 
Hartley labor law on show biz 
unions is being felt in the New 
| York area as the fight for control 
of homeoffice whitecollarites shift- 
| ed last week to the National Labor 
' Relations Board. Leaders of Local 
| H-63, h.o. union of the Interna- 
i tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 





| Employees which claims to have 
a majority of employees enrolled 


White-Collarites 


Revolutionary French Tint Process — 
Threatens to Kayo Black-and-White 





Principle Not New 


While extravagant claims 
are being made for the new 
French coler process, industry 
technicians say the principle, 
as described in dispatches, is 
not new. A similar system of 
filters for caméra projector is 
used by Thomascolor for its 
color method. . Thomascolor 
also splits the black-and-white 
negative into four images, 
using three for primary colors 
while the fourth is wasted. 

Francita system, used many 
| years ago, also followed like 
principles. Main question, 
technicians say, is whether the 
Roux system has licked a per- 
sistent bug in the method. 
That’s the existence of color 
fringes in the screen when the 
four images are superimposed. 


$2,000,000 Conversion 


| 











Paris, June 1. 

New color film process that’s 
claimed to excel any color system 
extant was unveiled here last week 
to general acclaim from the French 
press and film industry. System, 
which employs standard black and 
white film and standard project- 
ors, was developed by Armand and 
Lucien Roux, who refuse to dis- 
close who bankrolled them or 
whether any outsiders hold an in- 
terest in their patents. 

Process, whieh the French claim 
will render black-and-white films 
obsolete within the next few years, 
| involves identie¢al ienses. one 
adapted to the standard film cam- 
era and the other to the projector. 
Camera lenses, instead of produ- 
cing a single image on each frame, 
produce four images, each occupy- 
ing a quarter of the film strip. 
Each image, having gone through 
one of four primary color filters 
i (blue, red, yellow and green), 
emerges with a different light in- 
tensity. 





Projection lenses reverse the ef- 


Re Aartease 
t 





of all defendants. It establishes for 
the motion picture industry the un- 
American principle of guilt by as- 
sociation. The judgments of this 


combination are carried out by the | 
combined action of its members | 


sitting as a quasi-court which 
threatens to deny to any offending 
writer an opportunity to,write for 
the screen.” 
Filing the action, as co-plain- 
tiffs with the SWG, are the 20 
members of the Guild board and, 
(Continued on page 18) 


WB Cuts Quarterly Divvy 
From 374c to 25c, Joms 
RKO, U to Conserve Capital 


In a fturry of dividend declara- 
tions last week, a third major, 
Warner Bros., slashed per-share 
payments on common stock. WB 
joined RKO and Universal, which 
previously took steps to conserve 
working capital by shaving divi- 
dends. Declaring a rate of 25c. per 





share, Warners effected a reduc- | 


tion from its prior postwar scale 
of 37\4c. During the same week, 


Metro held to its regular rate of | 
37\%4c., while RKO stayed with its | 


sliced scale of 15c. per share. 
Since the year’s beginning, total 
on publicly reported dividends in 
the film industry have tapered from 
1947, the record year. For the first 
four months divvies have totaled 


|for sale, despite repeated reports | 


at United Artists, have begun to 


i fect of the c a lens, converti 
In Par Notes Stalled By | thtonen fiters the four separate 


| interest in the company. 


press the NLRB’s N.Y. regional 
office for an early election at UA 
to name the union shop bargain- 
ing agency. 
Meanwhile, 
Professional 


| to that effect in trade circles. Yates 
| did admit that he has discussed 
|with prospective buyers the pur- 
chase of his holdings, “but in each 
and every instance I stated that 
;my stock in Republic Pictures 
a a eat 7 it that Yates | Monday (31), remained adamant in 
had set a price of $8 a share on his | 'efusing to get NLRB protection by 
‘stock which would bring him a/SUbmitting to the Taft-Hartley pro- 
‘total of between $2,500,000 and /| Vision calling for the submission of 
$3,000,000 for his 20% (controlling) | 29ti-Communist affidavits. At an 
He de- | emergency meeting last week, 
clared, regarding this: “I have not| SOUPEG voted to “depend upon 


Sereen Office and 
Employees Guild, 


| discussed with anyone the sale of | OUr Own strength as we have done 


my stock for $8 per share.” in the past, particularly in the 


Rep topper likewise declared 
'that Serge Semenenko, Boston 
banker, was not at the head of the 


ing the deal for the Rep buy. 





| the Globe theatre on Broadway 
| where UA’s release, “Arch of Tri- 


REPUB STILL HAS ITS where UA's release, “Arch of T 
| PLASTICS CO. FOR SALE! souncing’ UA” for engaging in 


’ ‘union-busting”’ activities were pa- 
| Although Republic stockholders, | raded in front of the boxoffice. 
at their annual meeting in April, | Under existing labor laws, how- 
| voted management the right to sell ,ever, SOPEG is prevented from 


| directors and 
SOPEG initiated its campaign to/ and schemed to obtain for Bala- | 
| get a new contract from UA by) ban profits, emoluments and bene- of American 
| organizing demonstrations before fits in addition to the salary al- |equipment, the Roux brothers hope 


Balaban Pending Suit 


Barney Balaban, Paramount's 
prexy, has made no move to con- 
vert into common stock of his com- 
|pany some $2,000,000 in Para- 





| pending determination of four 
| stockholders’ actions whieh attack 
l the granting of conversion rights. 
| Early determination of the validity 
‘of the conversion privilege is ex- 
| pected in court hearings. 

Suit of Hyman Horwitz in the 
|N. Y. federal court was the first 
'to be brought. Horwitz asserts 


1946 negotiations where because|that Balaban “has been the domi-| py one Dames os the 
the membership was prepared to nating personality and factor of | 
strike, the companies at the last! paramount” and that he and other | 
| syndicate with which he talked. | ™oment gave in.” 
| Semenenko was said to be financ- | 


officers “planned 


ready contracted.” 
| Stockholders’ actions maintain 
_ that the sale “was unfair, improper 
and constituted waste of corporate 
| assets.” Resolution of stockholders 
|which approved the transaction, 
| June 20, 1944, failed ‘‘to properly 
obtain consent and approval of 


images into one full-sized colored 
image on” the screen. Process re- 
| quires little extra lighting in the 
| studio and no high-powered arc 
l\lamps suck as required by other 


| color processes. In addition, no 


| 


: “— : . | special makeup is needed. Process 
| whose contract with UA expired| mount notes which he now holds | ve P 


| permits screening of daily rushes 
‘in full color, since no special lab 
| process is entailed. 
| As jucged from a screening held 
| for the press here, system provides 
‘color fully as good as that of any 
| process seen so far. Color, at times, 
jeven gives a three-dimensional ef- 
'fect. Artificial tints are apparent 
color 
filters, but less so than in any 
other process. There is no blur 
nor overlapping, and the image is 
clearly defined at all ranges. 
Pending the complete furnishing 
theatres with the 


| to be able to offer U. S. houses a 
| special process. It will involve 
| shooting the negative as usual. In- 
stead: of screening the resultant 
| black-and-white film directly 
through their projector § attach- 
ment, however, the color will be 
projected on Ansco color film, 


sid, Consolidated Molded Products 
Corp., no deal’ has been set yet. 
Several nationally-known com- 
/panies are interested in acquiring 
|the plastics outfit, but none has 
,been willing as yet to meet the 
: $850,000 set as the minimum sale 


$15,685,000 against $18,221,000 | Price by the shareholders. 
doled out for the same period of 
"47. While May’s figure is yet ,fers at their regularly monthly con- 
te be tabulated, the April sum |clave in New York last Thursday 
amounted to $3,941,000 compared (27). It was agreed at that time to 
with $5,469,000 in the ’47 span. ,g0 on with negotiations now afoot 
April skid stemmed from the |in an effort to raise the ante to the 
halving of the RKO melon and $850,000. It will take another vote 
passing of a dividend this year by | by the stockholders to accept less 
Stanley Co. of Philadelphia, WB |tpan that figure. 
subsid. Total for the quarter will} Consolidated operates a molded 
show a considerable decline be- | plastics plant in Scranton, Pa. Rep 
cause of the slashing of divvies |has owned it since 1936. Now, be- 
by RKO, U and Warners. cause it is entirely foreign to the 
Metro’s quarterly is payable film biz and would take a lot more 
June 20 tc stockholders of record, | working capital to be placed in a 
June 11. Warners’ is due July 6. strong competitive situation in the 


Common stockholders of RKO will plastics industry, Rep desires to) 


pick up their. quarterly payment sell it. 


July 1 on stock recorded June 15. 
Hitchcock Back in U.S. 





Republic has also declared a div- 
fidend of 25c. per share for pre- 
ferred stockholders, payable July 
1 on shares recorded June 10. 


STANLEY KRAMER SETS 








Alfred Hitchcock is slated to ar- 
| rive in New York Sunday ‘6) from 


NEW FINANCING IN NY. \cinty' sy ir etnwond 


Hollywood. 


Stanley Kramer returned to the | where he'll do four weeks of loca- | 


Coast over the weekend after set- tion shooting on “Under Capri- 


ting arrangements in New York! *” : : 4 
last week for financing productions A. ENE. Pe ' Wee 


of his indie unit, Screen Plays, Ing. | Victor Peers, production manager 
Kramer closed a deal by which for the Hitchcock-Sidney Bernstein | 
second money, completion bonds Transatlantic indie unit, which re- | 


and necessary guarantees will be | leases through Warner Bros. 

provided for a series of films. Pix The producer-director has been 
probably will be made for United in England the past couple months, 
Artists release. preparing “Capricorn.” Major part 


Screen Plays topper also huddled of the shooting, including all of | 


with George J. Schaefer and Fred the interiors, will be done there. 
Polangin, of Enterprise, on release | When Hitchcock and Peers return 
pians for his “So This Is New,to London at the end of June 
York,” which he made under the they'll be accompanied by Ingrid 
Ent banner. He likewise confabbed Bergman, who'll star in the film. 
with Paul Lazarus, Jr.. UA pub-ad_ California locations were decided 
chief, on plans for the preem in on for the exteriors because they 
Philadelphia during Republican | resemble the topography of Aus- 
convention week later this month. tralia, which is the locale of the 
Kramer's partner in SP, George yarn. 
Glass, is due in New York within the Associated British studios, but 
the next few days to work with UA will switch to the MGM plant, it’s 
and Ent on details of the opening. reported. 


Rep directors discussed the of- | 


Hitchcock originall to use | 


the company’s wholly-owned sub- | urging a boycott_of the film. 
| SOPEG also charged the rest of | shares outstanding,” it's alleged. 


|the major companies with sup- 
| porting UA in its moves against 
| the Guild. SOPEG contracts with 
_the rest of the majors, except for 
| Warner Bros. and Universal, ex- 
| pire Sept. 27, and it’s expected 
| that these companies’ will also re- 
| fuse to bargain with SOPEG un- 
| less it conforms to the Taft-Hart- 
| ley law. 


| Organizers of Local H-63 say 
| they have no intention of carry- 
,ing on an industry-wide raiding 
campaign against SOPEG despite 
the latter's charges. However, 
they plan to move into any com- 
pany where the employees express 
a pro-IATSE sentiment or take 
| steps to organize a new local. 





H-63 Opens WB Talks 

Contract negotiations covering 
700 home office employees at War- 
_ ner Bros. opened yesterday 
(Tues.) between Local H-63 and 
/ company execs following a week of 
|informal discussion. Union chief- 
| tains are asking for a general wage 





‘ . , | te 
For ‘Capricorn’ Scenes tit’ of about 15°, « 35-hour week 


|and increased vacation time based 
'on a sliding scale of service with 
_the company. 

Local H-63's previous pact with 
_WB expired May 31. Contract ne- 
gotiations with Universal and sev- 
/eral smaller companies are slated 


‘by the local within a couple of 
weeks. 





Golding Exits Korda 


London, June 1. 

David Golding has _ resigned 
from the press staff of Sir Alex- 
ander Korda’s London Film Pro- 
ductions. He wound up his duties 
as of yesterday (Monday). His fu- 
ture plans are unsettled. 

Golding served as representative 
at the studio of Morris Helprin, 
,Korda’s American rep. He serv- 
_iced the British correspondents of 
|U. S. publications and provided 
‘publicity for release in this coun- 
try through Helprin’s office. 
| Korda is not replacing Golding, 
| who was formerly managing editor 
,of the Mediterranean edition of 
| Stars and Stripes. 


' 


jnot less than two-thirds of total ' which can then be used in America 


( | without a complete refurbishment 
Minority gripe revolves about the of U: S. theatres. 


delivery of $2,000,000 in notes in . 
| Mal, 1944, to Balaban on a debt of ‘Battle for the Babies’ 
St. Louis, June 1. 


‘the company to him. These notes 
A fight for patronage of parents, 





are for seven years at 234% sub- 
ject to the right of Paramount to! 


anticipate them at an earlier date. 
Originally, they were convertible 
at $25 per share. That figure was 
reduced to $12.50 when the com- 
pany split the stock, two-for-one. 


Bill Jaffe in Law Firm 


William Jaffe, New York thea- 
trical. and film attorney, has joined 
the firm of Wiseman & Grant, 
which henceforth will be Wiseman, 
Grant and Jaffe. 

Partner Arnold Grant said Jaffe 
would continue to specialize in mo- 
| tion picture law and corporate fi- 
|nance work, as in the past. Jaffe 
/was at one time associated with 
the late Nathan Burkan, top in- 
dustry attorney, and has been on 
his own since. 

Not affected by the change is the 
firm’s Coast affiliate, Prinzmetal & 
Grant. 














N. Y. to L. A. 

Joan Blondell 

Ernest Charles 
~ Ann Corio 

Tom Fadden 

Arthur W. Kelly 
Herman J. Mankiewicz 
Brock Pemberton 

Milt Rosner 

Kent Smith 

Sol Tepper 

Michael Todd ‘ 
Franchot Tone 

Murvyn Vye 

Harry M. Warner 

Jack L. Warner 

Bob Williams 


| N. Y. to Europe 
| H. William Auten 
| Bonnie Cashin 

| Lucia Chase 

Carl Dreyer 

Jack Feeney 

Jean Hersholt 
Dorothy Holloway 
Walter MacEwen 
Dr. Harry Martin 
Louella O. Parsons 
«Max Wall 
Elizabeth Winston 








| via gimmicks for their offsprings, 
| betwee- Fred Wehrenberg, owner 


of a Drive-In on U. S. Highway 66, 
and the Midwest Drive-In in Des- 
Peres, Mo., both St. Louis county, 
has been dubbed the “Battle for 
the Babies” by Film Row here. 

Rivalry began when DesPeres 
Drive-In advertised free pony rides 
for all teen-agers accompanied by 
their parents. Wehrenberg coun- 
tered with pony rides for the kid- 
dies and playgrounds, with at- 
tendants. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Mischa Auer 
Barney Balaban 
A. Pam Blumenthal 
Flo Brown 

Lois Butler 

Joan Caulfield 
Marguerite Chapman 
Cyd Charisse 
Arnette DeLattre 
Stuart Dunlap 
John Emery 

Sam Engel 

Alex Evelove 
Bob Falkenburg 
William Gargan 
Gaston Glass 
John te Groen 
William J. Heineman 
F. Hugh Herbert 
Fred Herbert 
Geoffrey Homes 
Milt Krasne 

Art Miller 

Elliot Nugent 
Frank Palumbo 
Jane Powell 
William Powell 
Jack Schlaifer 
Frank Seltzer 
Vincent Sherman 
Russell Spencer 
S. A. G. Swenson 
Lucille Wall 
Orson Welles 
Max Youngstein 


Europe to N. Y. 
Alfred Hitchcock 


Gertrude Lawrence 
Oliver W. Nicoll 








Victor Peers 
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REISSUE BALLOON DEFLA 


Rank’s Woolf Says 


Gained No Big Advantage Via Tax 


British film industry gained no+¢ 
noticeable advantage over its Amer- 
ican competitors in England dur- 
ing the nine months’ life of the 
British ad valorem tax, John C. 
Woolf, co-director with Teddy Carr 
of J. Arthur Rank’s General Film 
Distributors, told VARIETY this 
week. As a matter of fact, Woolf 
declared, the tax bite hurt all 
around—affecting British filmites | 
as badly as it did the Yanks. 

GFD. he said, scored little or no | 
increases on rentals for pix in Eng- 
land during the tax period despite 
the refusal of American distribs to 
send new films into the country. 
Company knows the box score since 
it handles all of Rank’s films in 
the United Kingdom and supervises 
their distribution in the western 
hemisphere. 

“We had nothing to gain,” he} 
added, “because Rank’s films get | 
full bookings in England anyway. | 
There may have been some small | 
increase in returns because Amer- 
ican films didn’t fully compete 
during that period but it was made 
up for by the loss of Universal’s 
product. All in all, we were no) 
better off and we felt the tax was 
bad for everyone concerned.”’ 

More Reissues 

Woolf ticked off another adverse 
factor to British producers and 
theatres during the tax stretch. 
Because of the large scale bookings 
of reissues, necessary to pad out 
theatres’ program requirements, 
the public began failing to distin- 
guish between old and new prod- 
uct. This failure, he thinks, is a 
harmful development which the 
lifting of the tax should rectify. 

Business is currently off some 

(Continued on page 21) 


See Ben Fielding In 
Late Chas. Stern’s Spot 
In Loew’s, Inc., Org' 


Former New York License Com- 
misioner Benjamin Fielding, who 
resigned that position last week to 
join Loew’s, Inc., is expected to 
enter the company’s homeoffice fi- 
nancial department. 

He'll take over, in the main, the 
duties of the late Charles K. Stern, 
who was assistant treasurer until 
his recent death. As such, he'll 
work under the direct supervision 
of Loew's veepee-treasurer Charles 
C. Moskowitz, although without the 
title held by Stern. His appoint- 
ment to the title would require a 
special vote of the Loew’s direc- 
torate. 

In announcing Fielding’s resig- 
nation from the city post he’s 
held since January, 1946, Mayor 
O'Dwyer gave no reason for the 
move. Fielding last year was 
named to O’Dwyer’s exec adminis- 
trative committee and became one 
of the administration’s chief ad- 
visers and trouble-shooters. His 
chief conflict with the film indus- 
try during his tenure in office was 
when he threatened to revoke the 
license of any theatre playing 
Howard Hughes’ “Outlaw.” His 

(Continued on page 18) 


RANK SETTING UP U.S. 
EXHIB JUNKET TO ENG. 


Following a trek to Washing- 
ton by Robert Benjamin, prexy of 
J. Arthur Rank’s U. S. org, and 
Jock Lawrence, exec veepee, to 
huddle with Abram F. Myers, 
board chairman of National Allied, 
suggestions from the latter as to 
the makeup of Yank exhibs who'll 
junket to Britain at Rank’s invita- 
tion is expected within two weeks. 
Rank officials explained the idea 
in more detail to Myers and asked 

im to consider a plan under 
which the trip could be made this 
summer, 

Number of exhibs has yet to be 
fixed but probably will run into a 
dozen or so. Invitation was first 
announced by Rank when he 
boarded ship to return home after 

iS recent U. §. visit. Myers is 

ing consulted as a representative 
of indie theatre men. 




















British Films 





Airline Exec Named New 





MPAA Foreign Dept. Aide 


William Paterson, prexy of United 


| Airlines, has been taken on by the 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
as an ass’t to Gerald Mayer, head 
of the _ international division. 
Murphy, now living in San Fran- 


EAHIBD PREFER 
BUYING OLDIES 


Continued success of reissues is 
seen as pushing down the grosses 
of low-budget films. Exhibs have 
discovered that they usually do 


new minor quality B’s. Result is 
that distributors are finding a sales 
resistance to the smaller pix that 
is serving to hold down rentals. 

Should the situation continue, 


| it may well serve to bring abeut a 
| reversal of the recent trend toward! same time. it means a strong ad- 





TES BY 











RKO’s $1,345,327 Profit 


| better with re-releases than Bs For First Quarter of "48 


James Murphy, former ass’t to | 


| RKO announced yesterday 
(Tues.) first-quarter profits of 
$1,345,327 for the period ended 
April 3. Take represents consider- 
able dip from 1947’s opening 
stanza net of $2,270,683. At the 


cisco, handled Coast operations for | ‘"¢reasing numbers of low-budget-| vance over the last three months 


the airline. | 

New MPAA aide will 
around New York for two months | 
and then sail for England to work | 
with Fayette W. Allport, MPAA’s | 


stick | 


London rep, on the ad valorem tax 
accord. When he arrives, Murphy | 
will relieve John McCarthy, an- | 
other Mayer aide, so that the latter 
can again pick up the threads at 
the MPAA homeoffice. 


Anglo-US. Film | 
Pact Formalized 








London, June 1. | 


Anglo-American film settlement, | 
published here today, provides no | 
great surprises. 
ever; the document is only an in- | 


terim: one since discussions are | 


| still progressing on interpretation 


of certain clauses. Those talks are 
being handled by Fayette W. All- | 
port, London rep for the Motion | 
Picture Assn. of America, and John | 
McCarthy, ass’t to the chief of the 
MPAA’s international division, who 
made the crossing for the purpose. 

The’ settlement, incorporated 
into a Parliamentary bill, goes into 
operation on June 14 with three 
published schedules. First, what 


| American distribs can charge for | 


administration and advertising ex- 
penses. Second, where they can 
invest frozen coin. Third, a sched- 
ule of temporary uses for surplus 
money. 


Investments in hotels, as in thea- 
tres and other realty, are included 
in the published bill as a slot for 
blocked funds. It was originally 
included but later denied, and now 
again okayed. In the third bracket, 
investment in British government 
funds is permitted. 


Allport-McCarthy talks are tak- 
ing place with the British Board 
of Trade. 


Shifting Ownerships 
Of Some Pix Stall UA’s 
Cut of Export Corp. Coin 


United Artists is yet to share in 
the $2,000,000 profits earned by 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
during the past two years. MPEA, 
which has divvied earnings among 
the other member companies, is 
holding out UA’s share—believed 
to be around $125,000—until it 
gets a list giving specifically the 
ownership of each of the indie pix 
which the distributing company 
has turned over to the Export 
Assn. for release abroad. 


‘The delay is the second one suf- 
fered by UA in getting the MPEA 
moolah. Initial holdup, and the 
one out of which the present one 
has developed, was the result of a 
comedy of errors which has since 
been straightened out. 

It started with the sale to Jac- 
ques Grinieff, foreign distribution 
broker, of rights to 39 UA films. 
A short time later, apparently un- 
mindful of the sale to Grinieff, UA 
joined the Export Assn. and 
turned over to it the rights to the 
same films. 

MPEA, eventually learning of 
the dual ownership, refused to 
turn over to the distrib any of its 
earnings until the Grinieff matter 





| public snap up. 


ers. Major companies, which had 


of ’°47 when writeoff and reserves 


dropped or severely cut the num-| pushed the company into the loss 


| ber of minor pix they were making 


during the lush war years, have 
been going back to them in the 


| past 12 months to meet what they 


thought was exhib demand. 


since, among other things, 
serve to keep studios busy and 
thus hold down overhead. But the | 
major companies have found that 
the new quickies are in competi- 
tion for playdates with their own 
reissues. 
get the reissues, will grab them in 
preference to the shaky B’s. 
There’s been a constant expecta- 
tion in all quarters that the reissue 
rage would wear off and the mar- 
ket stabilize on the pre-war basis. 
If for no other reason, this was an- 
ticipated because distribs would 
finally find their vaults void of suit- 


the mill for repeat runs. 
it hasn’t happened, however. As 
many times as the companies go to 
the storage boxes, they come out 
with something that exhibs and 
Most of the dis- 


| column. 

| Equivalent earnings on 3,889,914 
shares of common outstanding 
come to 34c. per share. It com- 


| pares with 58c. per share earned 

In virtually all cases the low-|in the first quarter of last 
budgeters have proved profitable, ; Provision 
they | 


year. 
income 
against 


for estimated 
i taxes runs to $1,019,000 
$1,596,000 in 1947. 





And exhibs, if they | Hoblitzelle-P ar 


Talk Chain Split 


Dallas, June 1. 
Negotiations have been carried 
'on between Karl Hoblitzelle and 
|'Paramount toppers which look to- 





|it is reported here. Indications are 
|that Par and Hoblitzelle would di- 
|vide the theatres in the chain 
| rather than make a pact which 
| would involve the transfer of any 


tribs are surprised themselves at | large cash sums. Dickerings are a 
the seemingly inexhaustible sup-|result of the recent U. S. Supreme 
plies of acceptable old films they | Court decision which ruled most 
find. partnership arrangements invalid. 

Reissues compete for rentals; Paramount seems determined to 
with top-budget new pix, too, of | open a large number of closed situ- 
course, but on a much smaller) ations by a dissolution of partner- 
scale. Some of the re-releases| ship holdings. It -is not known 





was squared away. That: :took 
(Continued ‘on page 14) - 


play important first-run situations, 
but generally they go to lesser 
houses during that part of the 
week that might ordinarily be 
taken by B’s or “lazy A’s.” There’s 
usually enough demand for product 
so that the better-grade films can 
find screentime despite the reissue 
competition. 


FC INCREASING PROD. 
BUDGETS; ADD COLOR 


Film Classics, which went into 
the distribution of new films last 
year after specializing in reissues 
since its founding in 1943, is vir- 
tually doubling the production 
budgets on its product. It will 
make no more pix in the $125,000 
category, but will turn them out 
in Cinecolor, instead, at a cost of 
about $225,000 each. 

Move is being made on the ad- 
vice of the major circuits, which 
have informed FC topper Joseph 
Bernhard that the more expensive 
pictures in color would be in a 
much better competitive situation. 
Theatre men have informed FC 
that returns on the tinters will far 
exceed the added cost. 

That suits the distrib fine, since 
it is a subsidiary of Cinecolor and 
thus has easy access to the rain- 
bowing process. About four films 
in the new category are now in the 
production works. FC doesn’t | 
produce them itself, but finances 





whether the Government applica- 
tion for a freeze on all Big Five 
theatre transactions will kibosh 
any Interstate deal. Lawyers here 
say that Par is free to maneuver 
until a court order is actually 
handed down. Meantime, the talks 
which were inéepted prior to the 
latest Government move (see story 
herewith) are understood continu- 
ing. 

Paramount has a 50° interest 
in 146 theatres of Interstate and a 
25% piece of four more. Chain 
blankets Texas and New Mexico. 





Cinecolor’s Yen for Brit. 
Plant Stymied by a No. 
Of Bldg. Restrictions 


Investigation is presently being 
made of the feasibility of erecting 
a Cinecolor plant in England, with 
financing provided by a top Amer- 
ican indie producer out of his coin 
frozen there. Report is expected 


US. Serves Notice on Big 5 to Freeze 
Any and All Theatre Transactions 


¢ Apparently opposed to any pre- 
| hearing attempt by members of 
ithe Big Five to open closed situa- 
'tions by the transfer of theatres, 
ithe Government has served notice 
ithat it will seek a drastic freeze 
on all theatre transactions. The 
application By the Dept. of Jus- 
| tice, mailed to defense attorneys, 
would halt both buying or selling 
of theatre interests. It’s even more 
of a restrictive measure than the 
original decree provision, which 
merely barred “expansion” of the- 
atre holdings. 
In effect, the Government wants 
a preservation of the status quo 
|during the probably protracted pe- 
riod in which the Federal statu- 
tory court will take up individual 
| theatre interests. This is thought 
to be the Government’s answer to 
the recent flock of rumors that cer- 
|tain majors, including RKO, Para- 
}mount and Warner Bros. were mov- 
jing towards partial divestment of 
| theatre holdings. Paramount, for 
instance, is reliably reported active 
| in breaking up partnership hold- 
}ings, while Howard Hughes, con- 
|trolling RKO stockholder, is said 
|to be interested in selling the en- 
tire circuit. 
3-Way Injunction 
Actually, D. of J. has notified de- 
| fendants in the anti-trust suit that 
it will pitch for a three-point in- 
junction. It wants a restraining or- 
|der against discrimination in favor 


Actually, how-/ able product for sending through|ward the breakup of partnership | of affiliates in licensing pix. It 
So far | holdings in the Interstate circuit, | also asks a stay on the making or 


enforcing of franchises covering 
(Continued on page 20) 


Despite Gus Eyssell’s 
Extended R.C. Duties He’ll 
Still Buy the Pix for MH 


G. S. Eyssell will continue to buy 
and book films for Radio City Musie 
Hall, N. Y., despite his appointment 
last week as executive manager of 
the entire Rockefeller Center op- 
eration. While he remains as man- 
aging director of the Music Hall 
and the live-entertainment Center 
theatre, many of his administrative 
duties under the new setup will de- 
volve on Russell V. Downing. 

Downing has been upped to the 
post of exec v.p. of the Radio City 
Music Hall Corp., of which Eyssell 
is prexy. Downing, who came to 
the M. H. staff in 1933 after serving 
as treasurer of the Prudence Corp., 
financial organization, formerly was 
v.p. and treasurer of the Hall. 
James Gould, assistant treasurer, 
has been promoted to treasurer. 

Eyssell said that he expected his 
new duties, which bring under his 
jurisdiction the management of 15 
buildings on 12 acres of Manhat- 
tan’s choicest midtown property, to 
take up considerable of his time. 
He will continue, however, he 
stated, to supervise the selection 
and dating of films for the M. H. 
and to keep close watch on the poli- 
cies of the 6,200-seat showcase and 
the Center theatre. 








back shortly on the plan from a' 
Cinecolor rep recently sent to) 
London for confabs. 


Construction of such a lab is one 
of the methods provided in the 
new Anglo-U.S. films agreement 
for thawing coin which can’t be re- 
mitted. However, controls on 
building materials are so strin- 
gent because of the shortage of 
housing and vital plants that it is 





indie filmmakers. 
Company has just invested al-| 
most $200,000 in having British | 
Technicolor make up prints of Sir | 
Alexander Korda’s “Drums” andj 
“Four Feathers,” which it is re- 
issuing. FC wanted to have them 
printed in Cinecolor, but Korda re- 
fused to give the necessary okay. 





FC Inks New Indie 
Hollywood, June 1. 

New indie production outfit, 
M.R.S. Pictures, Inc., closed a re- 
leasing deal with Film Classics 
calling for delivery of three fea- 

tures before June 1, 1949. 
Company was organized by Rich- 
ard B. Morros, son of Boris Mor- 
ros, and ‘Samuel Rheiner, produc- 


almost impossible to obtain a per- 
mit for anything else. 


This is one of the problems con- 
fronting American companies in 
their efforts to get out their un- 
remittable assets. The agreement 
provides 27 methods of thawing 
them, but almost every one is so 
surrounded by other restrictions in 
Britain’s stringent economy that 
the Yank firms are finding it a 
tough problem to crack. 





 UJW’S $2,500,000 GOAL 
Hollywood, June 1. 
Film industry starts its annual 
drive tomorrow for the United 
Jewish Welfare Fund with a goal 


Eyssell will replace in the new 
post Hugh S. Robertson, who is re- 
(Continued on page 20) 


MONO CONTEMPLATES 
SOME BOARD CHANGES 


With the idea of hypoing public 
confidence in the company and 
breaking deadlocks that have 
cropped up in the board of direc- 
tors from time-to-time, Monogram 
is contemplating a partial change 
in the composition of its board. 
Plan presently being pushed by 
prexy Steve Broidy is to have one 
management and one _ franchise- 
holding director resign. Broidy 
would substitute two new board 





members drafted from outside 
stockholder interests, it’s been 
learned. 


Board as it now stands consists 
of 10 members equally divided be- 
tween management and franchise- 
holders. In the former group is 
Broidy, W. Ray Johnston, chair- 
man; George D. Burrows, exec 
veepee; Edward Morey, veepee; 

(Continued on page 18) 








tion manager for Federal Films. 


of $2,500,000. 
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n the first six months of the 
current season, 20th Century-Fox 
pictures made the list of Motion 
Picture Herald Boxoffice Cham- 
pions a total of EIGHT times! This 
record for consistency in boxoffice 
achievement is matched only by 
the record number of awards and 
honors heaped upon the company’s 
attractions during the past year, 
climaxed by the Academy Award 
to “GENTLEMAN’S AGREE- 
MENT” as “The Best Picture.” 

In Product, Prestige and Box- 
office—the three essentials for any 
theatre’s success—20th Century- 
Fox will continue to lead the in- 
dustry during the coming season. 

Typical of the outstanding 
attractions for which the entire in- 
dustry looks to 20th are: 
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acclaim! Gregory Peck, Dorothy 
McGuire, John Garfield is 

















Wednesday, June 2, 1948 





oe 


ee one iee power! 4 big stars! 


tCornel Wilde, Linda Darnell, 


; J Anne Baxter, Kirk Douglas! 


he A best-selling novel! Directed 


by John M. Stahl. Jee _s e Loa 


by Lamar Trotti. 














An original Ben Hecht action 
story! Filmed for that famous 
20th realism right in the heart 

| of New York City. Victor — 

” Mature, Richard Conte. 
Directed by Robert Siodmak. : 
Produced by Sol CC. Siegel. . 
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End of Strikes Tits Det; River’ 
Silvery $27,000, ‘Daughter’ Fat 19¢ 


' Detroit, June 1. 
Key City Grosses 


Settlement of industrial strife 
Estimated Total Gross , 


VARIETY 
‘Apache’ Wow 86, Omaha 


Omaha, June 1. 

“Fort Apache” looks standout but 
start of outdoor season may hurt 
some, May hold. “Black Bart” looks 
next best. Parks, baseball and 
open-air amusements are starting 
to cut in here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—“Bride Goes Wild”. (M-G). 
Okay $11,000. Last week, “Three 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Skies, Holiday Boost L.A.; 








Cloudy 
‘Apache’ Big Wampum 666, ‘Waltz 
Hot 636, ‘Grass’ Not Se Green 506 


(Rep) and “I, 





and new socko product are tilting 
boxoffice takes here this week. 
Stageshow headed by Harmonicats 
and Ella Fitzgerald at the Broad- 





Los Angeles, June 1. “Gallant Legion” 








» ski he long holi- | Jane Doe” (Rep) (2d wk), $4,100. | Daring Daughters,” (M-G), $10,000. _ $2.471,000 way-Capitol will boost “Woman in 
ae Udy, Skies and tne ibuting to| RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890:| Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65)| This Week... S#07hy | Ui ents smart session. 
upped firstrun grosses here this | 60-80)—“Ft. Apache” (RKO). Wow|—“Black Bart” (U). Fair $11,500. theatres, chiefly first runs, in- “B. F’s Daughter” at United 
stanza. Smash trade is being regis- |$35,000. Last week, “Miracle Bells” |Last week, “Buck Privates (U) cluding NY) , Artists looks stout. “Fort Apache” 
tered by two bills. “Fort Apache” | (RKO) and “Wreck Hesperus” (Col) | (reissue), oke $5,000 in 3 days, be- Total alt none Week at the Downtown is bangup while 
is sighting a terrific $66,000 in two | (2d wk), $10,500, ing pulled for legiter. Saet’ Baek $3,224,000 | "Silver River” is heading for big 
theatres while “Emperor Waltz” | Ritz aby il petiy ae echelon rand an Mee Mg (Based mer 32 cities 211 Postal Michigan week. 

ri it ze $63, _ also in two |My Sons” (U) and “Arthur Takes | —“Secre eyon oor” al , 

pet al nschi c | Over” (20th) (2d wk). Near $7,000. | ‘Heading for Heaven” (EL). Mild tres) Estimates for This Week 





“Green Grass of Wyoming” looks | Last week. good $8,900. '$9.500. Last week, “To Victor” 








Adams (Balaban) ‘1,740; 70-95)— 
only medium $50,000 in four houses Studie City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— | (WB) and “Campus Sleuth” (Mono) “State of Union” (M-G) ‘5th wk). 
while * 


Lost One,” foreign-made, is!“All My Sons” ‘U) and “Arthur | $8 800. 7 ? | Mild $4,500 after $6,000 in fourth. 
heading for fine $8,500 at small| Takes Over” (20th) (2d wk). Fair; Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65) — ass een Art Cinema (Marten) (459- 60-90) 
. Four Star. 1$3.500. Last week, okay $5,000. | “Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Mary '—Nicholas Nickleby” (U) and 

Among the holdovers only “Sil-| United - Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-|Lou” (Col). Nice $3,000 and hold- ‘“Johnny Frenchman” (U). Good 


ver River” continues strong, the |$1)—‘“All My Sons” (U) and “Ar-jover. Last week, “Berlin Express” Z ‘ ® ? $4,500. Last week, “Furia” (Indie). 
holiday upbeat helping it to near|thur Takes Over” — (2d ae ye and “Dog Rusty” (Col), Oil Fast $4,000. 

$45,000 in second frame, three | Mild $9,500. Last week, nice - | $6,500. eVes | Broadway-Capitel (United-De- 
houses. Stays three weeks. “Raw | 400. | State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — , ‘troit) (3,300: 70-95) — “Woman In 
Deal” is holding over for second| Uptown ‘(FWC) (1,719; 60-$1) —|“High Wall” ‘(M-G). Opens today Kansas City, June 1. | white’ (WB) with stage unit 
week in five theatres, mostly small |“Grass Wyoming” (20th) and|(Tues.’. Last week, “Alias Gentle- 


Holiday weekend is helping pix |), Ella Fi id. F * 
biz via full day of holiday prices. Po Bere gy ened mae 


“Green Grass of Wyoming” at the oe : 
Tower-Uptown-Fairway combo and | $28,000. Last week, “Tarzan Mer 


“Counterfeiters” (20th). Modest man” (M-G), good $4,500. 
$9,000. Last week, “Iron Curtain” 


(29th) and “Best Man Wins” (Col) 


spots. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Belmont ‘(FWC) (1.532; 60-$1)— 








Pgh sah PO ARE DS erin: 








“Raw Deal” (EL) and “Assigned to 
Danger” (EL) (2d wk). Slow $2,- 
000. Last week, $4,300. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S-| 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1) — “Four 
Faces West” (UA) (2d wk). Light 
$2,000. Last week. $3,800. 

Carthay Cirele (FWC) (1,518; 60-/| 
$1)—“Iron Curtain” (20th) and} 
“Best Man Wins” (Col) (3d wk). | 
Thin $3,500. Last week, slow $5,- | 
100. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1) — “Green Grass Wyoming” 
(20th) and “Counterfeiters” (20th). 
Mild $12,000. Last week, “Iron 
Curtain” (20th) and “Best Man 
Wins” (Col) (2d wk-9 days), $9,600. 

Culver (PWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Raw Deal” (EL) and “Assigned 
Danger” (EL) (2d wk). Near $3,000. 
Last week, oke $4,700. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Silver River” (WB) (2d wk). Brisk 
$18,000 or near. Last week, $20,300. 

Downtewn Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1)—‘“Four Faces 
West” (UA) (2d wk). Modest $5,000. 
Last week, $6,800. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G) (2d wk). | 
Fair $7,000. Last week, $9,800. 

El Rey (FWC) ‘861; 60-$1)— 
“Raw Deal” (EL) and “Assigned 
Danger” (EL) (2d wk). Down te 
$2,500 or close. Last week, oke 
$4,300. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘‘Hungry Hill” (0). Okay $2,500. 
Last week, “Eternal Return” (In- 
die) (2d wk-9 days), $2,200. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘“Lost One” (Col). Fine $8,500. 
Last week, “Letter Unknown Wo- 
man” (U) and “13 Lead Soldiers” 
(20th) (m.o.) (9 days), $3,200. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—“All 
My Sons” (U) and “Arthur Takes 
Over” (20th) (2d wk). Light $3,000. 
Last week, $4,300. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,106; 
60-$1)—“Four Faces West” (UA) 
(2d wk). Thin $2,500. Last week, 
$4,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 60-$1)— 
“Silver River” (WB) (2d wk). Near 
sharp $14,000. Last week, good 
$16,600 but not up to hopes. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—‘Faces West” 
(UA) (2d wk). Finales at $2,000. 
Last week, medium $3,900. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“All 
My Sons” (U) and “Arthur Takes 








Over” (20th) (2d wk). Slow $3,500. 
Last week, $4,500. 
Laurel (‘Rosener) (890; 85)— 


“The Idiet” (Indie) (2d wk). 
$3,000. Last week, $3,400. 
Loew’s State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 
60-$1)—“Green Grass Wyoming” 
(20th) and “Counterfeiters” (20th). 
Medium $20,000. Last week, “Iron 
Curtain” (20th) and “Best Man 
Wins” (Col) (2d wk-9 days) $17,600. 
Los Angeles (D’town-W) (2.097: 
60-$1)—“B. F.’s Daughters” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Dull $9,500. Last week, 
above hopes at light $15,700. 
Loyola ‘(FWC) (1,248: 60-$1)— 
“Green Wyoming” (20th) and 
“Counterfeiters” (20th). Good 
$9,000 or over. Last week, “Iron 
Curtain” (20th) and “Best Man 
Wins” (Col) (2d wk-9 days), $7,500. 
Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 
60-$1)—“Raw Deal” (EL) and “As- 
signed Danger” ‘EL) (2d wk). Oke 
$9.000. Last week, nifty $18,000. 
Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 60-$1)— 
“Ft. Apache” (RKO). Smash $31.- 
000. Last week, “Miracle Bells” 
(RKO) and “Wreck Hesperus” (Col) 
(2d wk), $9,000. 
Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 


Nice 


—‘“Emperor Waltz” ‘Par). Great 
$36,000. Last week, “Gallant 
Legion” (Rep) (ist wk) and “I, 
Jane Doe,” (Rep) (2d wk) ‘8 days), 
$8,300. 

Paramount Hollyweed ‘F & M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)—“Emperor Waltz” 


(Par) Sock $27,000. Last week, 


(2d wk-9 days), $6,300. 

Vegue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—“Raw 
Deal” (EL) and “Assigned Danger” 
(EL) (2d wk). Siow $3,500. Last 
week, $4,500. 

Wilshire ‘FWC) (2,296; 60-$1) — 
“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Dull $6,500. Last week, middling 
$10,600. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1) — 
“Silver River” (WB) (2d wk). Brisk 
$13,000. Last week, $15,000. 


‘Hunted -Monroe 
Sock 356, Cincy, 


Cincinnati, June 1. 


Lots of new product, a stage show | 
and holiday all are helping add up| 
to a feast for downtown houses gen- | 
erally. Vaughn Monroe band with 
“Hunted” is giving the big Albee | 
a field-day figure to top the town. | 
“Homecoming” is smash to lead) 
straight-films at Capitol; “Grass of 
Wyoming” also looks okay at Pal- 
ace. 








Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 60-94)— 
“Hunted” ‘Mono), plus Vaughn 
Monroe orch on stage. Sock $35.,- 


000. Last week, “Berlin Express” 


Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Giant $18,- 
000. Holds. Last week, “Big City” 
(M-G), slow $7,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G). So-so 
$7,500. Last week, “Sainted Sis- 
ters” (Par), $9,000. 
Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) | 
—‘Letter From Unknown Woman” 
(U). Average $7,000. May ‘hold. 
Last week, “Are You With It?” (U), 
$6.500. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) (m.o.) (2d 
wk). Solid $6,000 trailing last 
week's $7.500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th). 
Satisfactory $11,500, aided by p.a. 
of Charles Coburn, Peggy Cum- 
mins and Martha Stewart opening 
day. Last week, “Fuller Brush 
Man” (Col), great $19,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) .(m.o.). 
Slick $8,000. Last week, “Iron Cur- 
tain” (20th) (m.o.), okay $5,000. 


SKELTON HEP $29,000 
IN 2 FRISCO SPOTS 


San Franciseo, June 1. 

Memorial Day weekend is perk- 
ing biz generally all over town. 
“Homecoming” and “Fuller Brush 
Man” teed off strongly, latter play- 
ing in two spots with big takings 
in sight. “Homecoming” shapes as 
a torrid entry at the giant Fox the- 
atre. “Time of Life” looks sock 








Grass of Wyoming” and “Sainted 
Sisters” also shape up nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 65- 
$1)\—“Fort Apache” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Down to $13,000. Last week, 
fine $18,000. 
Fox (‘(FWC) (4.651: 60-95)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Torrid $37,- 
000 looms. Last week, “Iron Cur- 
tain” (20th) (2d wk), mild $11,000. 
Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 60-85)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th). 
Fine $17,500. Last week. “Fighting 
69th” (WB) and “Valley of Giants” 
(WB) (reissues), $12,000. 
Paramount ‘Par) ‘2,646; 60-85)— 
“Sainted Sisters” (Par). Nice $18,- 
(Continued on page 20) 








(RKO) at 50-75c scale, mild $10,500. | 000 


at the small United Artists. “Green | 


‘Apache’ Bangup 
$70,000 in Prov. 


Providence, June 1. 

Rainy holiday weekend kept 
most people in town and boosted 
attendance all around. Standout is 
RKO Albee’s “Fort Apache” with 
smash session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Slippy 
McGee” (RKO). Smash $20,000. 
Last week, “Berlin Express” (RKO) 
and “Blonde Savage” (RKO) (2d 
wk), sweet $14,000. 

Cariton ‘Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Arthur 
Takes Over” (20th) (2d run). Nice 

500. Last week, “Iron Curtain” 


(20th) and “Let’s Live Again” 
(20th), $6,800. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 


“Rocky” (Rep) and vaude on stage. 
Neat $7,500. Last week, “Farmer’s 
Daughter” (RKO) treissue) and 
vaude, $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Silver River’ (WB) and “Inside 
Story” ‘WB). Trim $15,000. Last 
week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th) and 
“Arthur Takes Over” (20th), $14,- 


State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Bride Gees Wild” ‘(M-G) and 
“Who Killed ‘Doc’ Robin” (UA). 
Fairly good $17,000. Last week, 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA), big 
$22,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2.200; 44-65) 
—‘Lady From Shanghai” (Col)-and 
“Blondie’s Reward” (Col). Strong 
$16,000. Last week, “Sainted Sin- 
ners” (Par) and “Speed to Spare” 
(Par) (2d wk), neat $8,500. 


‘Berlin’ Speedy $16,000, 
D.C.; Lana-Gable Torrid 





Washington, June 1. 

Holiday weekend ,is giving a lift 
to biz along the main stem, flurry 
of new arrivals helping. “Home- 
coming,’ at Loew’s Palace, is 
standout but “Berlin Express” is 
almost as strong comparatively at 
Keith’s. “Green Grass of Wyo- 
ming,” bolstered by stageshow, at 
Capitol, looks to land a smart 
session. “Silver River” also is 
fine at the Warner. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol ‘Loew’s) (2,434: 44-80)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) 
plus vaude. Smart $25,000. Last 
week, “Iron Curtain” (20th) (2d 

wk) with vaude, so-so $16,000. 
Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—*‘Unconquered” (Par) (2d run). 
Sluggish $6,000. Last week, “Mark 


| 


of Zorro” (20th) (reissue), fine 
$9,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74)— 


“Berlin Express” (RKO). Sturdy 
| $16,000. Last week, “Fort Apache” 
, (RKO) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 
—"Fighting 69th” (WB) (reissue). 
Satisfactory $7,500. Last week, 
“Old Los Angeles” (Rep), better 
than expected at $6,500 in 5 days. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). 
town with hefty 
week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO), dis- 
appointing $15,000 at pop prices. 

Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)— 
“Silver River” (WB). Fine $18,000. 
Last week, “Mating of Millie” 
(Col), $17,500. 





266, ‘River’ Smooth 186 


“Homecoming” at Midland are out} 
in front, latter making best show- 
ing “Fort Apache” in second week 
continues to give the Orpheum 
solid business. Other spots are 
mild. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Under California Stars’ | 
(Rep) and “Last Round-Up” (Col). 
Good $4,000. Last week, “Bride 
Frankenstein” (U) and “Son Frank- 
enstein” (U) (reissues), $3,500. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—‘Homecoming” (M-G). Solid 
$18,000. Last week “Bride Goes 
Wild” (M-G) and “Port Said’ (Col), 
| $16,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “That’s 
My Gal” (Rep) (2d wk). A natural 
for this territory, big $11,000. Last 
week, great $15,000, one of best 
weeks house has had in months. 
Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Saigon” (Par). Moderately good 
$12,000. Last week, “Sainted Sis- 
ters” (Par), $11,000. 

Rexy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Adventures of Casanova” ‘EL) 
and “The Cobra Sirikes” (EL). 


Mild $4,000. Last week, “The 
Freak” (indie), $3,000. 
Tower - Uptewn - Fairway (Fox 


Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
—“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th). 
Sturdy $18,000, and possible hold- 
over. Last week, “Letter Unknown 
Woman” (‘U), $8,500 and lowest in 
many weeks. 


‘Fuller’ Brushes Clean 
In Seattle, Big $12,000 


Seattle, June 1. 
Showmen got a break over the 
holiday when the weather turned 





maids” (RKO) and “So Wel! Re- 
membered” (RKO), good $12,000. 
Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95)—“Fort Apache” (RKO). Bang- 
up $16,000. Last week, “Bishop's 
Wife” (RKO) (3d wk), $6,000. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100: 70- 


'95)—“Iron Curtain” (20th) (2d wk). 


Fair $17,000 after sock $35,000 
opener. 

Michigan (U-D) (4,039: 70-95)— 
“Silver River’ (WB) and “Mister 
Reckless” (PRC). Big $27,000. Last 


week, “Hazard” (Par) and “Who 
Killed ‘Doc’ Robbin’ (UA), oke 
$18,000. 

Palms (U-D) (2,716; 70-95)— 


“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and “My 
Dog Rusty” (Col). Very good $17,- 


‘000 after surprisingly strong $24,- 


000 in first stanza. 

United Artists (U-D) (2.976: 70- 
95)—“B. F.’s Daughter’ (M-G). 
Satisfactory $19,000. Last week, 
“Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and “Argyle 
Secrets” (FC), $20,000. 





Memorial Day Bops Hub; 
‘Bride’ Not So Wild At 
$34,500, ‘River’ Slow 186 


Boston, June 1. 

Long weekend and the first 
stretch of good weather is resulting 
in a general exodus of film patrons, 
with biz taking it on the chin. 
“Bride Goes Wild” at State and 
Orpheum looks nice. Met is off 
with “Silver River.” “Fort Apache” 
— okay in second RKO Boston 
wee 


Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Jaycox) (1,300; 40-80) — 
“Sign of Ram” (Col) and “Heart of 





cool and it rained. This halted some 
weekend trips. “Homecoming” and 
“Fuller Brush Man” look town’s 
aces. “Green Grass of Wyoming” 
shapes mild. > 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Hazard” (Par) and “Port Said” 
(Col) (m.o.), Okay $4,000 or near. 
Last week, “Noose” (EL) and 
“Devil Ship” (Col) (2d wk-9 days), 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.200: 45-80) 
—"All My Sons” ‘(U) and “Assigned 
to Danger” ‘EL). Good $9,000. 
Last week, “Hazard” (Par) and 
“Port Said” (Col), fair $7,700. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and “Sil- 
verado” (Col). Great $12,000. Last 
week, 8 days of ‘“‘Lady from Shang- 
hai” (Col) and “Best Man Wins” 
(Col, $7,200. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Tron Curtain” (20th) and “Arthur 
Takes Over” (20th) (m.a.). Big $4,- 
000 in 5 days. Last week, “Sutter’s 
Gold” (EL) and “Seven Sinners” 
(EL) (reissues), $2,300 in 6 days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2.200: 45-80)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Big $15,000. 
Last week, “Casanova” (EL) and 
“Smugglers” (EL). Slow $3,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Silver River” (WB) and “Kings of 
Olympics” (UA). Solid $11,000. 
Last week, “Fighting 69th” (WB) 
and “Valley of Giants” (WB) (re- 
issues), fair $7,300. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—"State of Union” (M-G) (5th wk). 
= $6,000. Last week, fairish $5,- 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— 
“Green Grass of Wyoming” (20th) 
and “Meet Me at Dawn” (20th). 
Mild $8,000. Last week, “Iron Cur- 
tain” (20th) and “Arthur Takes 
Over” (20th) (2d wk), $5,800. 

Roosevelt ‘Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
—"Summer Holiday” (M-G) and 





Virginia” (Rep) (2d wk). Very thin 
$3,000 after. sad opening at $5,900. 

RKO Beston (RKO) (3,200; 40- 
86)—“‘Fort Apache” (RKO) and 
“Blond Ice” (FC) (2nd wk). Good 
$22,000 after strong $28,000 opener. 
Holds again. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,000; 90-$1.25)— 
“Paradine Case” (SRO) (3d wk). 
Mild $5,000 after good $7,000 last 
week. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75) 
— “Fanny” (Indie). Okay $6,000. 
Last week, “Smugglers” (EL) and 
“Know Where I’m going” «U) (2d 
week), $4,000. 


Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80) — 
“Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and “Water- 
front at Midnight” (Par). Okay 
$7,000. Last Pte. “Hazard” (Par) 
and “Angel Alley” (Mono), $5,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (3.000: 40-80)— 
“Another Part of Forest” (U). 
Opened fairly strong. Last week, 
“Letter From Unknown Woman” 
(U) and “Money Madness” (FC), 
trim $16,000, in 5 days of second 
week. 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 40-80) 
— “Silver River’ (WB) and “13 
Lead Soldiers” (20th). Offish $18,- 
000. Last week, “Iron Curtain” 
(20th) and “Rocky” (Indie), okay 
$11,700 in second week. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Bride Goes Wild” ‘(M-G) and 
“Port Said” (Col). Nice $21,000. 
Last week, “Arch of Triumph” 
(UA) and “Here Comes Trouble” 
(UA), $20,000. 


Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80) 
— “Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and 
“Waterfront at Midnight” (Par). 
Good $15,000. Last week, “Hazard” 
(Par) and “Angel Alley” (Mono), 
$13,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80) — 
“Bride Goes Wild” ‘(M-G) and 
“Port Said” (Col). Good $13,500. 
Last week, “Arch ef Triumph” 





“Exposed” (Rep) (2d wk). B 
000. Last week’ 45 700 1B SS, 


(UA) and “Here Comes Trouble” 
(UA), $13,000. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 9 





New Pix Fail to Give Chi Big Tilt; 
‘Homecoming -Jordan Giant $75,000, 
“Sisters -Powell Oke 336, ‘Bells’ 306 


7% 





Chicago, i i. 

ithough there were only two 
peidovers in the Loop, most of 
new product shapes up on weak 
side this session. Biggest | thing 
downtown is “Homecoming” with 
Louis Jordan band on stage at 
Oriental soaring toward great 
75,000. “Miracle of Bells, hy 
»y charity preview, should lan the 
Palace a fine $30,000. Chicago's 
“Silver River” may catch sturdy 
33,000. 
*State-Lake has Jane Powell top- 
ping stage layout and “Sainted Sis- 


ters.” with $33,000 looming. 
“Hatter’s Castle,” at the Apollo, 
has mild $8,000 in view. ther 


British import, ‘Dear Murderer,” 
at the Grand, seems equally weak 
at $10,000. “Duel in Sun,” at pop 
scale, will give the Roosevelt an 
excellent $20,000. “Hazard” in 
second week at United Artists 
looks minor at $11,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K)~ (1,400; 98)— 
“Hatter’s Castle’ (Par). Mild 
$8,000. Last week, “Song of My 
Heart” (Mono) (2d wk), $5,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 938)— 
“Silver River” (WB). 

000. Last week, 
(20th) (2d wk), $25,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 67-98)— 


“Dear Murderer” (U). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, “River Lady” (U) (2d 
wk), $7,500. 
Monroe (Indie 
“Search” (M-G). 


(1,000; '70-98)— 
Good $17,000. 


- 
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Sturdy $33,- | River” at Stanley doing the 
“Tron Curtain” | Holdover of “I Remember Mama” | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
(Based on 16 
Last Year 
(Based on 18 





$646,500 
theatres ) 

$647,000 
theatres) 


an erm 











Lana-Gable Whee 
With $23,000, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, June 1. 


Long Decoration Day weekend is | “Adam Had Four Sons” 
providing a sour note at the box- | SSUeS’. 


office here, taking too many people 
out of town. “Homecoming” 


get the Gable-Turner 
second week at the Penn. 
where biz is only fair, with “All 
My Sons” at Fulton and “Silver 


iis stout at Warner 


| 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76)—“‘All | 
My Sons” (U). Evenings okay but | “Albuquerque” 


got | 
away to a big start before the exo- | 
dus, which will insure enough to | 
picture a/|,, 
Else- | 


best. | 


‘HOMECOMING’ LOUD 


Louisville, June 1, 

Odd situation of three downtown 
houses with Western type films, 
leaves the field fairly clear to 
Loew's State with “Homecoming,” 
and that house is catching most of 
b.o. attention. “Albuquerque” at 
the Strand looks good as does 
“Silver River” at Mary Anderson. 
“Green Grass Wyoming” at Rialto 
shapes as light. 


Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65)—-““Remember Mama” (RKO) 
(m.o.). Light $3,500. Last week, 


$6,000. 
40)—“Saigon” (Par) and “To Vic- 


“Daring Daughters’ (M-G) and 
“Prince of Thieves” (Col), $2,800. 

Mary Anderson (People's) (1,100: 
145-65) — “Silver River” (WB). 
Healthy $8,000. Last week. 
“Woman in White” (WB), moderate 
, $6,000. 





$17,000, L’VILLE ACE 


levels for many weeks. 





ration Day week last year. 


than $656,000. Fresh crop of new 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 30-| Pictures is furnishing added flavor 


| to the already rich boxoffice setup. 
|} seven days, several doing much 
| better than recent newcomers. 
| Heavy rain all day Sunday (30) 
and damp, cloudy weather Monday 
| (31 ) held thousands of New York- 
| ers in town, spelling added trade 
| at firstruns. This coupled with in- 


x las Total | show. 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) (3d wk), fine | £0F 16 houses will likely be better 


Rain Lifts NY. Memorial Day Week: 
‘Time Fast $45,000, ‘Melody’ Nice 286 
Park’ 27G, Pirate’ Smash 1436, 2d 


Helped by a rainy Memorial Day | “Girl Tisa” (WB) (2d runs), thin 
weekend, Broadway firstrun the-; $6,000 

atres currently are soaring to best 
Many de- 
luxers reported business this ses- 
sion as easily topping that of Deco- 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Hazard” (Par) and King Cole 
Trio, Ray Anthony orch, Pat Hen- 
ning, Kay Starr comprising stage- 
Opens today (Wed.). Sec- 
ond week of “Sainted Sisters” (Par) 
with Buddy Moreno orch, Henny 
Youngman, Wiere Bros., Lina 
Romay on stagebill finished same 





tor” (WB). Nice $3,000. Last week. | Five new films teed off in the last | as first with $60,000, okay for first 


| holdover round. 

Radie City Music Hall (Rocke- 
|fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—‘“Pirate” 
(M-G) and stageshow (2d wk). 
Soaring to great $143,000, and 
| ahead of first week, pickup being 
| traceable to Decoration Day week- 


| National (Standard) (2.400: 45-! flux of out-of-towners helped swell) end. First hit nice $136,000. Holds 


165) — “Lost (Col) and 
(Col) (re- 
Last week, 


(Indie) and 


Horizon” 


Mild $5.000. 
“Butch Minds Baby” 


sues), about same. 


Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) and 
Lead Soldiers” (20th). Fairish 
| $12,000. Last week, “I Remember 
|Mama” (RKO). Healthy $15,000. 
| State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 


i ‘Homecoming” (M-G). Looking for 
| Solid $17,000. Last week, “Arch of 
| Triumph” (UA) and “Who Killed 
|‘Doc’ Robin” (UA), slow $11,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— 
(Par) and “Big 


;mats off. Looks trim $11,000, and |Town After Dark” (Par). Brisk $7,- 


| may 


Last week, “Furnace Creek” (20th) 


(2d wk), $10,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) with Louis 
Jordan erch topping stageshow. 
Great $75,000. Last week, “Crim- 
‘son Key” (20th) with Horace Heidt 
orch on stage, $69,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 67-98)— 
“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO). Loud 
$30,000. Last week, “Berlin Ex- 
press” (RKO) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 98)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Excellent 

20,000. Last week, “Woman in 
White” (WB) (2d wk), $8,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,500; 98)— 
“Sainted Sisters” (Par) with Jane 
Powell in person. Nice $33,000. 
Last week, “Caged Fury” (Par) 
plus Sammy Kaye orch, $29,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98) 
—‘‘Hazard” (Par) (2d wk). Lean 
$11,000. Last week, $14,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“State of Union” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Strong $19,000. Last week, same. 


St. Louis Spotty Albeit 
Lana-Gable Hot 226; 
‘Grass’ Tall at $18,000 


St. Louis, June 1. 
With no major league baseball 
to lure out-of-towners here on 
Memorial Day and natives making 
an exodus to nearby summer re- 
sorts for the three-day holiday, biz 
at the firstruns is on the: spotty 
side. “Homecoming” will grab the 
heaviest sugar, and is sock at 
Loew’s. “Green Grass of Wyoming” 
at the Ambassador looks tall. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 


75)\—“Green Grass of Wyoming” 
(20th) and “Campus Sleuth” 
(Mono). Tall $18,000. Last week, 
_Lady From Shanghai” (Col) and 
Heart vf Virginia” (Rep), $14,500. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 
ose Hangs High” (EL) and 
Man From Texas” (RL). Modest 
= Pet a week, “Silver River” 
$18 000 ondie’s Reward” (Col), 





“ 


. Leew'’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
Homecoming” (M-G). Sock $22,- 


000 for Turner-Gable opus. Last 
week, “Bride Goes Wik " (M-G) 
and ‘Whistler Returns” (Cob, 


$18,000. 


«Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
giron Curtain” (20th) and “Lady 
rom Shanghai” (Col) (m.o.). Nice 
15,000. Last week, 
retty” (20th) and 
Millie” (Col) (m.o.) (3d wk), $7,000. 
«porpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
Bn Goes Wild” (M-G) and 
@ istler Returns” (Col) (m.o.). 
Oke $7,000. Last week, “Arch of 
Triumph” (UA) (m.o.), $8,000. 

, Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
Adam Had Four Sons” (Col) and 
Lost Horizon” (Col) 


Good $5,000. Last week, “Fighting | 


Father Dunne” (RKO) and “Fur- 
nace Creek” (20th), $4,000. 


cK, “Sitting | 
Mating | of | ing of Millie” (Col) and “Madonna 











} 


} 
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(reissues). | “Alias a Gentleman” 


| 


| 


hold. 


Last week, second of | 500. 


Last week, “Love From 


“Iron Curtain” (20th), was $7,000.|Stranger” (EL) and “Heading For 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)—| Heaven” (EL), slow $4,500. 


“Green Grass Wyoming” 
This type pic seldom does 
here. Won't get $10,000, very mild. 
Last week, 
(Col), $9,000. 


“Mating of Millie” 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) | 
Got a| 
couple of good days under the belt | 


—‘‘Homecoming” (M-G). 
before crowds started to file out of 
town for the holiday. Very good 
$23,000 but under expectations. 
Holds another session. Last week, 
“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G), $15,500. 

Ritz (Loew's) (800; 44-76)—“B. 
F.’s Daughter’ (M-G) (m.o.). Won’t 
do much, being a little short of 
$3,000. Last week, “Arch of 
Triumph” (UA) (m.o.), about same. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— 
“Seven Sinners” (EL) and “Sutters 
Gold” (EL) (reissues). Mild $3,000. 
Last week, “To Ends of Earth” 
(Col), (m.o.), $3,500. 

Stanley. (WB) (3,800; 44-76)— 
“Silver River” (WB). Errol Flynn’s 
back in his element again and pic- 
ture’s doing better than some of 
his more recent ones. Heading for 
$17,000, considerably above this 
house’s recent average. Last week, 
“Woman In White” (WB) and “Will 
It Happen Again?” (FC), very thin 
$9,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76)— 
“Remember Mama” (RKO) (2d wk). 
This one’s showing surprising 
strength at solid $10,500 after big 
$13,500 opener. 


Rain Sloughs Denver; 
‘Millie’ Very Dim $11,000 


Denver, June 1. 
Despite rain Saturday till Mon- 
day, exodus of people to country is 
clipping biz generally this week. 
“Mating of Millie’ was hurt worst, 
with very dim week in two spots. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Silver River” (WB) and “Trapped 
by Blackie” (Col) (m.o.). Slow $2,- 
500. Last week, “Iron Curtain” 
(20th) and “Lead Soldiers” (20th) 
(m.o.), very thin $2,000. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—‘Outlaw” (UA) (3d wk). Big $12,- 
500. Last week, about same. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-70) 
—‘‘Hazard” (Par) (2d wk). Mild $9,- 
500. Last week, $10,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74)— 
“Lady from Shanghai” (Col) and 
“Heart of Virginia’ (Rep), day-date 





with Webber. Thin $12,000. Last 
week, “Silver River’ (WB) and 
“Trapped by ° Blackie’ (Col), 
$13,000. 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—‘Mat- 


of Desert” (Rep), day-date with 
Paramount. Dull $2,000. Last week, 
“Silver River” (WB) and ‘Trapped 
by Blackie” (Col), ditto. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 35-74)— 


“Summer Holiday” ‘(M-G) and 
“Burning Cross” (SG). Very mod- 
erate $13,000 or near. Last week, 

(M-G) and 


“10th Ave. Angel” (M-G), $12,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
(Continued on page 20) 


(20th). | 





i Rain Helps Philly: 


Sons Wham 326 


Philadelphia, June 1. 
Rain cut down the usual holiday 


morial Day weekend, and this is 
giving business a real lift gener- 
ally. Strongest entry is “All My 
Sons,” smash at the Earle. “Silver 
River” shapes as good at the Mast- 
baum. But “Green Grass of Wy- 
oming” looks on_ disappointing 
side at the Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” 
(RKO) (3d wk). Strong $13,000 or 
near. Last week, nice $15,500. 

Areadia (S&S) (700; 50-94) — 
“Big Clock” (Par). Above average 
at $5,500. Last week, “Winter Meet- 
ing” (WB), $4,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—‘“‘Arch 
of Triumph” (UA) (4th wk). Down 
to $16,000 but okay for this stage 
of run. Last week, $19,700. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-94)—‘All 
My Sons” (U). Smash $32,000 or 
better. Last week, “Ends of Earth” 
(Col), mild $16,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“‘Green 
Grass Wyoming” (20th). Not so 
green at $16,000. Last week, “Iron 
Curtain” (20th) (2d wk), fine 
$15,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1.000; 50- 
94)—“State of Union” (M-G) (5th 
| wk). Nice $13,000 or near. Last 
week, $16,000. 


—‘Lady from Shanghai” (Col) (3d 
wk). Dropped sharply to $9,500. 
Last week, strong $14,000. 
Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—‘Remember Mama” (RKO). Okay 
$5,500 in 5 days. Last week, “Sit- 
ting Pretty” (20th), big $9,500. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
“Silver River” (WB). Good $28,500. 
Last week, “Casbah” (U), $15,300. 
Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94) — 
“Henry V” (UA). Strong $6,000 for 
return visit. Last week, ‘““Farmer’s 


Great $24,500. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94) — 
“Four Faces West” (UA). Nice $10,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Adven- 
tures Casanova” (EL), $8,500. 











Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 





“Littke Tough Guy” (Indie) (reis- | 


exodus to the. seashore over Me- | 


(1,303; 50-94) — | 


Karlten (Goldman) (1,000: 50-94) | 


Daughter” (RKO), $4,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-94) — 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (3d wk). ! 


Last week, $26,700. | 


the total. 


| Of the new pictures, “Melody 
| Time” and “Time of Life” are out- 
standing. Latter, at the Mayfair, 
looks big $45,000 in first week. 
Disney’s new feature, “Time” is 
giving the Astor $28,000 or better, 
fine in view of lowered scale and 
special prices for kids. 

“Up in Central Park” is only 
fairly good at $27,000 for first 
| week at Criterion, strong weekend 
helping to land this figure since it 
opened mildly. “Noose Hangs 
High” shapes to $22,500 at firstrun 
State, disappointing for Decora- 
tion Day week. Palace found that 
‘the longrun of “Gentleman's 
| Agreement” at Mayfair did it no 
| geod since getting very thin $7,000 
playing this film second-run with 
“Let’s Live Again.” “Citizen 


week at reopened Bijou. 

“The Pirate” soared to sock 
$143,000 on second week at Music 
Hall, which is sizeably ahead of 
first stanza’s total. Hall had three 
| biggest days in history both in 
| coin and attendance last Saturday, 
| Sunday and Monday. Capitol also 
bested its first round’s figure at 
strong $88,000 with “Homecoming” 
and Xavier Cugat band heading 
stagebill. 

Paramount equalled its opening 
week total with $60,000, with 
|“Sainted Sisters,” Buddy Moreno 
‘band and Henny Youngman, 
| others, on second week, being 
‘helped by holiday throngs. “Arch 
‘of Triumph,” with $17,500 in sixth 
'frame at Globe, topped its fifth 
bevy Roxy, with “Iron Curtain” 





and Ed Sullivan plus his “Dawn 
| Patrol” revue, hit $84,000 in third 
| stanza only $1,000 off from second 
/round. Strand, with “Silver River” 
and Eddy Duchin band, also was 
just $1,000 below its previous 
week, getting $57,000 in second 
stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 
—Melody Time” (RKO). Looks to 
hit nice $28,000 in first week end- 
ing today (Wed.). Holds. Ninth 
week of “Mr. Blandings’” (SRO) 
was thin $11,000. “Time,” new Dis- 
ney feature, getting strong play 
from kids- with juvenile scale 55- 
80c. House has a new scale, too, 
| for this opus of $1.25 on weekday 
| nights. , 

Bijou (City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50) 
—“Citizen Saint” (Indie). Great 
/$11,000 in first week ending today 
_(Wed.), and naturally stays over. 
|Last week, house shuttered. 
Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$2.20) 
'—“‘Homecoming” (M-G) with 
|Xavier Cugat orch, Harvey Stone, 
Rose Murphy on stagebill (5th-final 
wk). Doing okay in blowoff session 
with strong $88,000 after modest 
$77,500 for fourth. “Bride Goes 
Wild” (M-G) and Woody Herman 
orch open tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60- 
$1.80)—‘“‘Up In Central Park’ (U). 
Initial week ended _ yesterday 
(Tues.) was good $27,000. Holds. 
Final four days of seeond week for 
“Big City” (M-G) was dim $6,500. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.80) 
—“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (7th 
wk). Sixth round ended last Mon- 
day (31) night climbed to strong 
$17,500 being helped by Memorial 
Day holiday weekend; fifth was off 
at $15,700. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70-$1.50) 
—“Time of Your Life” (UA). Off to 
rousing start with big $45,000 
likely in first week ending today. 
Naturally is holding indef. Final 
9 days in 28th week of “Gentle- 
man’s Agreement” (20th) was 
$6,000, still okay considering 
length of run. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-85)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(2d run) and “Let’s Live Again” 
(20th) (Ist run). First week ending 
today «(Wed.) looks very mild 
$7,000, being hurt by record run at 
nearby Mayfair. Won’t hold. In 
ahead, ‘Sitting Pretty’ (WB) and 








Saint” looks great $11,000 in first! 


| again. 

| Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-$1.20)— 
| ‘Will It Happen Again?” (FC) (3d 
| Wk). Still garnering plenty of coin 
}at $9,000, with grind policy con- 
|tinuing after torrid $12,000 for 
| Second. First was new record at 
| $21,000 

| Rivoli (UAT-Par) 
$1.25)—"‘Another Part of Forest” 
| (U) (3d wk). Second frame ended 
i last (Tues.) night was $18,500, not 
bad, in view of first week’s modest 
| $23,000. 

| Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50) — 
| “Iron Curtain” (20th) with Ed Sul- 
livan and “Dawn Patrol’ revue 
heading stagebill (4th-final wk). 
Third round held up to sturdy 
$84,000, being helped by holidays, 
after $85,000 for second. “Green 
Grass Wyoming” (20th) with Harry 
Richman, Chandra-Kaly dancers, is 
due in next, likely June 9. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL). For 
initial week ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.), this Abbott-Costello com- 
edy likely will get fairly nice 
$22,500, not strong for Memorial 
Day week. Holds. In ahead, “Ful- 
ler Brush Man” (Col) (2d wk), was 
good $19,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“Silver River” (WB) and Eddy 
Duchin orch heading stageshow (2d 
wk). For initial holdover stanza, 
this combo looks to hold up stoutly 
at $57,000, comparatively better 
than first week’s $58,000. Holds a 


third. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70- 
(RKO) 


$1.50) — ‘Berlin Express” 

(2d wk). Staying up near first 
week's level with fine $18,000 for 
session ending today (Wed.). First 
round garnered a big $22,000. Stays 
one week more, with “Design For 
Death” (RKO) opening June 10. 
“Express” might have stayed long- 
er but house did not want to con- 
tinue with film now day-dating Fox 
Brooklyn. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
$1.20)—‘‘River Lady” (U) (2d-final 
wk). Slim pickings with only 
$11,000 in sight after first hit 
modest $16,000. Holding with “Bad 
Sister” (U) due in shortly. 


Fresh Pix Boost Balto; 
‘Express’ Swift $15,000, 
Berle Ups ‘Leave’ 216 


Baltimore, June 1. 

Good bills are helping to lift the 
current list out of recent doldrums 
experienced here. Milton Berle 
heading stage layout will boost 
“French Leave” to sock total at 
Hippodrome. “Homecoming at 
Loew’s Century sha solid while 
the Town's “Berlin Express” looks 
great. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—‘‘Homecoming” (M-G). Solid 
$18,000. Last week, “Homecom- 
ing” (M-G), okay $14,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)—“‘French Leave” (Mono) 
plus Milton Berle and supporting 
acts on stage. Comic getting most 
of credit for socko $21,000. Last 
week, “Casanova” (EL) with local 
disk jockeys on stage, nice $17,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—“Will It Happen Again” (FC). 


(2,092; 60- 





Opening today (Tues.) after 
“Hazard” (Par) built to all right 
$11,000. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th). 
Strongly sold for stout $11,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Silver River” (WB). Drawing best 
trade here in weeks, sturdy $17,000. 
Last week, “Four Faces West” 
(UA), $8,600. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—Berlin Express” (RKO). Great 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “Fort 
Apache” (RKO) (3d wk),‘held well 
at $8,900. 
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LUCKY! 





| |LUCKY!| [LUCKY:! 





about “THE PIRATE” about “HOMECOMING” about “EASTER PARADE” 
o | 

Following Frank Capra’s joyous Blazing across the nation. You hear it everywhere. Irving 

“State of the Union” at Radio Sensational everywhere. Fol- Berlin’s “Easter Parade” is the 

City Music Hall,“The Pirate” btving five record weeks at webaiint. aiwiieul tn. eesaun 

is Big in 3rd week! (new Capitol, N. Y., tremendous in Ba aa oe 

istory. 

M-G-M record for first 4 days Trenton, fabulous in Philly, lb : gi a Pagans 

of opening week!) Second big it’s generating steam in every trade paper reviews. — spell 

week in Montreal! ~~ opening! M-O-N-E-Y! 
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LUCKY ABOUT “JULIA MISBEHAVES!’ 


(Read this telegram) “Audience reaction at sneak preview of ‘Julia 
Misbehaves’ assures another smash hit to add to Vitamin M-G-M’s 
Spring and Summer line-up! Rousing applause for reunion of 
Greer Garson and Walter Pidgeon. 
Hilarious comedy situations had audience 
howling from first scene to last with 
tremendous burst of applause at end. 












Movie-goers want comedy and this had 3 

them rolling in aisles. Great cast also Oe 

includes Peter Lawford, Elizabeth Taylor, 4 me, Greer! 
Cesar Romero. Director  F A Youre 











Jack Conway, Producer going 
Robert Riskin, have to take 
turned out a gold-mine . © 
cena #4 a 
storm! 











EXTRA! “SUMMER HOLIDAY” CONTINUES TECHNICOLORIFIC BIZ IN ALL TEST CITIES! 


NATCH! M-G-M GREAT IN ‘48! 
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The Gay Intruders 
Hollywood, May 29. 


@Wth-Fox release of Frank N. Seltzer 
Qiiugh King? production. Stars John 
Emery, Tamara Geva: features Leif Erick- 
gon, Roy Roberts, Virginia Gregg. Directed 
by Ray VeCurey Screenplay, Frances 
Swann; based on an original by Swann and 
MeCarey; camera, Mack Stengler; editor, 
Bert Jordan., Tradeshown May 28, ‘4S. 
Renning time, 6S MINS, 

Zohn Newbery s ics nies vives eaee cas John Emery 
Maria Ivar......se.ssccogeaes Famer Geva 
Dr. Harold Matson... .ée0-- Leif Krickson 
Charles MeNulty..cccesccess:: Roy Roberts 
Dy. Susan Nawn...cbece ces: Virginia Greg 
pS eer ey! erri ye res er eg) 
Ethel. Seer. yee el 
Male Secretary....--. ....-Harry Lauter 
Female Secretary.........Marifyn Williams 





As a lower rung dualer, “The 
Guy Intruders” will serve its pur- 
pose. It’s a broadly farced domes- | 
tic comedy of the private lives of 
a legit star team, generousiy hoked 
to spring its chuckies from frantic 
antics. Results are mildly enter-| 
taining. 

Plot deals with an aging theatri-| 
cal pair who, on stage, are roman- | 
tic lovers but, off stage as husband | 
and wife, are. a team of tempera- | 
mental bickerers. Roles offer plenty | 
of opportunity for scenery-chewing | 
and John Emery and Tamara Geva | 
miss no bets under broad a'zection | 
by Ray McCarey. There’s no sub-| 
tlety to the unfoldment and plenty | 
of points are stretched in obvious | 
try for giggles. 

The Frances Swann script, based 
on her original written with direc- | 
tor McCarey, has thespians’ agent 
recommending psychiatric treat-| 
ment for their troubles, but this | 
only results in the psychiatrists be- | 
coming bickerers like their patients | 
after moving in to give home study | 
to the cases. 

Leif Erickson and Virginia Gregg | 
are okay as the mental medicos,’as | 
is Roy Roberts as the agent. Si, 
Wills and Sara Berner are the cou- | 
ple’s quarrelsome servants. 

Frank N. Seltzer’s production su- | 
pervision has decked light story | 
with suitable framework for re- 
lease intentions, aided by Hugh | 
King, associate producer. Lensing, 
art direction and other factors are 
standard. Brog. - 





The Counterfeiters 
Hollywood, May 29. 


20th-F'ox release of Maurice H. Conn (Re- 








Miniature Reviews 


“The Gay Intruders” (20th). 
Broad comedy on domestic 
bickerings of legit star team. 
Mildly amusing for supporting 
market. 

“The Counterfeiters” (20th) 
Good melodrama for support- 
ing positions, well put together. 

“Carson City Raiders” (Rep). 
Good Allan “Rocky” Lane 
western to please sagebrush 
fans. 

“Secret Service Investiga- 
tor” (Rep). Good action melo- 
drama for the duals. 

“Daybreak” (Gi*D). Disap- 
pointing British thriller; lim- 
ited at b.o. 

“Bond Street” (British) 
(Pathe). Roland Young plus 
all-British cast unknown to 
U.S.: dim chances in America. 





“The Fatal Night” (Col). 
Tepid British thriller; mild 
draw. 


“The Calendar” (GFD). Mod- 
erate British horse-race yarn, | 
limited in draw. 

“Marius” (Siritzky). Stand- 
out French pic starring the | 
late Raimu. 

“They Are Not Angels” | 
(French). War Film has melo-_ | 
dramatic ingredients for gen- 
eral U. S. Market. 

“Clandestine” (Indie). | 
French-made film dealing with 
the underground. For arty 
situations only. 








trying to recover and destroy evi- 
dence so she can save her father. 


Teaming for comedy are Lon |} 
Chaney as strong-backed and weak- | 
minded henchman for Beaumont, 
and George O’Hanlon, sharpie who 
wants to get into the racket. Doug- 
las Blackley is convincing as a T- | 
Man, working with Don Harvey and 
Fred Coby to round up the crooks, 
and others in ‘the cast are capable. | 


Peter Stewart directed the Mau- it 


rice H. Conn production with an} 
able style to keep development of | 
the Fred Myton-Barbara Worth 
script on the move. Conn did the 
original story. There are a number 
of good production touches that 


liance Pictures) production. Stars John : : 
Sutton, Doris Merrick, Hugh Beaumont; display expert use of budget coin. 
fentures Lon Chaney, Géorge O'Hanlon, Backgrounds are good, the lensing 
Douglas Blackley, Herbert Rawlinson. ~ excellent and other technical aids 
rected by Peter Stewart. Screenplay, Fre 
Myton, Barbara Worth; original by Mau- well valued. Brog. 
rice H. Conn; camera, James 8S. Brown, ee ae 
dr.: editor, Martin G. Conn. At Grauman’s . fs 
Chinese, Hollywood, May 28, ‘48. Running Carson City Raiders 
time, 73 MINS, . Republic release of Gorden Kay produc- 
pT ae errs ’ Sutt tion. Stars Allan ‘‘Rocky’’ Lane; features 
Sa gkaga pace) LER wan Deen each | Eddy Waller, Frank Reicher, Beverly Jons, 
Philip Drake..:.f.......:. Iiugh Beaumont | Hal Landon, Steve Darrell. Directed by 
SETS Teas WLS. -PRRAE UR Pant ane Lon Chaney | Yakima Canutt. Screenplay, Earle Snetl; 
er. Sere George O’Hanlon | camera, William Bradford; editor, Tony 
ET cae inh aos os eects Douglas Blackley | Martinelli. Previewed in Hollywood, May 
Norman Talboit......... Herbert Rawlinson | 24, °48. Running time, 60 MINS. ‘ 
Oe Ferre Pierre Watkins | ANan ‘‘Rocky” Lane..Allan ‘‘Rocky’’ Lane 
SE: SEMIS «oot is's > oc cieks cee Don Harvey | His Stallion.......6.s.eeeeeeeee Black Jack 
| FEE Pr Perry Ter S rk eS Fred Coby | Nugget) Clark.......-...+.-+. Eddy Waller 
Met Model... 0. e0ss cee ees Joyce Lansing | ‘‘Razor’’ Pool.........+.++6+- Cer ogg sate 
ge Sr Peeve rere Gerard Gilbert | Mildred Drew.........-+0+04-- everly Jons 
_ oe = Jimmy Davis... ccccsscveccceces Hal Landon 
Then © Dre Wi... ooc cic va saves ccs Steve Darrell 
As a cops-and-robbers melodrama | $itrkiy-::--:0 00750 wag Beg oe 
dealing with bogus money trade, } jonn Davis................ Tom Chatterton 
“The Counterfeiters’ ’is a good en-| Sheriff...........-0..ee eee ees Fdamund © obb 
try for the secondary market. Its | Ey woe Bob. Wilke 
melodramatics have been given 7 . 











neat production framing, the pace 

is excellent, and playing measures 

A to all demands of supporting 
4 


Plot deals with an international 
counterfeit ring, with the Treasury 
Department and Scotland Yard 
joining forces to run down the vil- 
ains. International angles are 
rung in production-wise with open- 
ing montages and then action 
switches to the west coast where 
the cops and the bogus experts ma- 
neuver for possession of U.S. $20 
plates and English pound notes. 

Hugh Beaumont heads up the 
counterfeiters as chief pusher of 
the queer and makes a rough, tough 
villain. John Sutton is his chief 
antagonist, appearing as the Scot- 
land_ Yard man who adopts crook’s 
role to get his man. Another mem- 
ber of the gang who is not what 
she appears is Doris Merrick, 
daughter of the plate-maker who is 


ja __ 


Mine Own Executioner 


“Mine Qwn Executioner,” a 
London films_ production 
(Korda) was reviewed in 
Variety from London Nov. 26, 
1947. Picture is being released 
in the U.S. by 20th-Fox and 
tradeshown in New York today 
(2). Varrety’s London _re- 
viewer Cane felt that the pic- 
ture would “appeal mostly to 
better class audiences in U.S.” 
He described it as being an- 
other “in a long list of films 
dealing with psychoanalysis, 
but in this instance, a serious, 
thoughtful, adult contribution.” 

Yarn takes on a new twist in 
showing how a doctor some- 
times experiences mental un- 
rest in the course of analysing 
a patient. Production, direc- 
tion and acting were all con- 
sidered “first rate,” with Bur- 
gess Meredith, Kieron Moore 
and Dulcie Gray giving fine 
performances. 








“Carson City Raiders” adds up 
to snappy film fare for the western 
market. It has fast pace, strong 
heroics and stunts to catch the 
fancy of Saturday matinee ticket- 
buyers. Production and direction 
have condensed a lot of action 
into 60 minutes, and the plot tells 
a lively, if standard, oater story. 

Allan “Rocky” Lane makes a 
stalwart hero, not afraid to inject 
some flamboyance into. his tight- 
lipped heroics, a factor that pays 
off in the action field. This time, 
he’s an express company agent rid- 
ing into Carson City to put a gang 
of outlaws behind bars. Crooks 
are trying to grab control of a 
wagon freight outfit and blacken 
the name of a sheriff who at one 
time had been an outlaw. Ready 
and accurate sixguns, potent fists 
and wit bring Lane out on top. 

Lane’s stallion, Black Jack, 
which draws star billing in the 
series, gets an action scene in this 
one when he saves his master from 
ambush — another neat stunt for 
the western trade. Steve Darrell, 
the reformed sheriff; Eddy Waller 
and Hal Landon are among those 
aiding Lane establish law and 
order. Heading up the dirty work 
are Frank Reicher, as town bar- 
ber; Harold Goodwin and Dale 
Van Sickel. 


the Earle Snell script proper back- 
ing to please the outdoor fan, and 
Yakima Canutt’s direction is al- 
ways packed with action. Lensing 
by William Bradford and other 
technical aids give okay mounting. 
Brog. 





Make Wrather Pic in Texas 

Tyler, Texas, June 1. 
Shooting has started here on the 
Jack Wrather film, “Strike It Rich,” 
story of the East Texas oilfields 
which his father helped develop. 
Bonita Granville, Wrather’s wife, is 
oF gs Don Castle has the male 
ead. 





laround 


Gordon’s Kay’s production gives | 


Seeret Service Investi- 
gator 


Republic release of Sidney Picker produc- 


tien, Features Lynne Roberts, Lloyd 
Bridges, George Zuceco, June Storey. Dt- 
rected by R. G. Springsteen. Original 
sereenplay, John K, Butler; camera, John 


editor, Arthur Roberts; music, 


MacBurnie; bert hi 
Tradeshown N. Y, May 28, 


Mort Glickman, 


'48. Running time, 60 MINS. 

Susan LANe.....ceesseeesse: iynne Roberts 
Steve. Mallory? 

Dan Re@Fern  Siuccecccsvesees Lloyd Bridges 
Otto Dagmoff...rcscervscces _..+. George Zucco 
Laura Redfern. ..eeeeee cee enees June Storey 
Henry Witzel....-+... eee: Trevor Bardette 
Benny Deering ...ceseeeeereres John Kellogg 
HIOPIMAN . ccc ccc ccrcccccgesceses Jack Overman 
AYE Turpl€e civcasctccncstcinetrcs Roy “Barcrott 
Inspector Crehan,...seccee+> Douglas Evans 
DEUIOP.. cassiarev cans Cee U5 see Milton Parsons 
Police Inspector....-- ....e-eJames Flavin 
Teddy LAM. .ccccccecsnssseress Tommy lIvo 
RR ce eee e's xy da t'g s » SEE Mc Daniel 
Counterman, ......-+-+-+-+++-- Billy Be nedict 
Mrs. McGiven... ..Minerva Urecal 





An okay melodrama, Republic’s 
“Secret Service Investigator 


| emerges as solid program fare for 


the duals. In most cases the foot- 


age should satisfy the action fans | 
lfor there’s fisticuffs aplenty along | 
| with occasional mayhem. 

While scripter John K. Butler 


has commendably peppered the 
yarn with several unusual story 
twists, the average filmgoer won't 
find it too difficult in figuring out 
the finale well in advance. A coun- 
terfeiting tale, the story revolves 
jobless ex-G.I. Lloyd 
Bridges, who’s hired for an imper- 
sonation stint by several crooks 
posing as Secret Service men. 


Later he gets wise to the thieves | 


and succeeds in rounding them up 


| with the aid of bona fide Treasury 
, agents. 


Bridges does well enough with 


his role, but somehov fails to make 


as it should be. 
George Zucco, head of a bogus 
coin syndicate, contribs a neat 
characterization as the picture’s 


it as colorful 


'top heavy. Lynne Roberts is so-so 
|as the heart interest while June 
| Storey capably portrays a frowzy 


gunmoll, Supporting performances 
are acceptable. 

Producer Sidney. Picker handed 
he’ film adequate production 
mountings. R. G. Springsteen 
came through with a brisk direc- 
torial job while Arthur Roberts 
edited the pic down to a trim 
hour’s running time. Camerawork 
of John MacBurnie is refreshing 
and> Mort Glickman’s musical di- 
rection helps give the overall print 
a lift. Gilb 


Daybreak 
(BRITISH) 


London, May 18. 
GFD release of J. 


Arthur Rank-Sydney 
Box production. Stars Ann Todd, Eric Port- 
man; features Muxwell Reed. Directed by 
Compton Bennett. Original, Monckton 
Hoffe; screenplay, Muriel and Sydney Box. 
Editors, Helga Cranston, Peter Price; cam- 


era, Reginald H. Wryer. At Leicester 
Square, London, Muy 18, ‘48. Runping 
time, 81 MINS, 
CRIED «54's 3s 0.08 c.weh ocd as bee Eric Portman 
WHOWUIC 025.5 cho dah <. iddeee dice we Ann Todd 
to PRE CORT ee CPT er Pie Maxwell Reed 
BOORL BRCM. 0c tccebae viewed Edward Rigby 
_n, SEEREEEES TLE ER LETTER ee Bill Owen 
cg SE? PORTLET eee Jane Hylton 
BaP. Bey . 265 6 cb 00s 64F oo 0% Ellot Makeham 
Mra. Bigley ...cccedeces.- Margaret Withers 
Superintendent.....-+..6.-..48 John Turnbull 
eee) ree Maurice Denham 
Governor. ......eesee00+++..-Milton Rosmer 
SY RUOTOEMM. i Seco depescecdeepes Lyn Evans 


Recent government edict abol- 
ishing capital punishment should 
have provided some topical interest 
but, according to producer Sydney 
Box; the film has been mutilated by 
the British censor, accounting for 
the anaemic condition of the story. 
Box protests that his best scenes 
have been bowlerized, and even a 
quotation from a Parliament de- 
bate, which appeared in every na- 
tional newspaper, has been snipped. 


Based on Monckton Hoffe’s play, 
“Grim Fairy Tale,’ made a couple 
of years ago and ran into plenty of 
bother in addition to censor 
trouble. Stars may draw some 
patronage, but word-of-mouth can 
hardly be encouraging. Unrelieved 
gloom, for 81 minutes, mostly con- 
versational—due, no doubt, to cen- 
sorial cuts—isn’t likely to bring joy 
to the boxoffice. It isn’t the best 
Box vintage. Prospects here are 
not bright, and there is little hope 
for it on U. S. screens. 


Eddie, ostensibly a barber and 
then barge owner, is actually the 
public hangman. Meeting Frankie, 
an attractive waif, in a saloon bar, 
he marries her. Intends to quit his 
|hanging job and, while waiting for 
/a successor; he absents himself 
‘fairly regularly ‘on business,” and 











Fric Frac 


“Fric Frac,’ a pre-war 
French film, produced — by 
Maurice Lehman, and. starring 
Fernandel, Michel Simon and 
Arletty, opened at the Golden, 
New York, May 28. Picture, be- 
ing released in the U. S. by 
Oxford Films was reviewed in 
1939. VARIETY’s reviewer de- 
scribed pic as a “highly amus- 
ing comedy of the Paris under- 
world, with scenes and lan- 
guage familiar to the true- 
bred Parisian only. It’s des- 





*Herbert Leeds is director. 


tined for home consumption, 
exclusively.” ' ore 2 


TOA’s Juve Pic 


The Dept. of Justice, with 
which the Theatre Owners of 
America is working on a joint 
drive against juvenile delin- 
quency, should be more than 
happy with the theatre group's 
initial contribution to the 
cause, a 17-minute documen- 
tary labelled “Report for Ac- 
tion.” This pic, which RKO- 
Pathe turned out at cost, is 
crisply and expertly done. It’s 
intended for the non-theatri- 
cal purpose of briefing local 
committees on handling juve 
problems, and it’s well molded 
for the job. 


“Report” wastes no footage 
in outlining the steps neces- 
sary for staging local confer- 
ences on juvenile delinquency. 
Use of diagrams and animated 
charts help to delineate the 
critical first steps and the hur- 
dles to be cleared, Acting on 
locatiom by non-professionals 
is natural, convincing and 
without hokum. Camera work 
compares favorably with the 
best in documentaries. 

Prints of “Report’’*are being 
distributed by 20th-Fox. It’s 
planned to hold theatre screen- 
ings during non-operating 
hours for community Officials. 
All TOA members have 
pledged their theatres for 
showings. Wit. 














gives Olaf, a Danish seaman, op- 
portunities to force his attention 
on Frankie. 

Returning unexpectedly from a 
,trip the husband finds the couple 


in a compromising situation, fights | 


| Olaf and is knocked overboard. The 
seaman is charged with murder, 


| Frankie commits suicide, but un- | 


(known to the police Eddie has 
dragged himself ashore and sub- 
| sequently is called upon to officiate 
}at Olaf’s hanging. At the last 
minute revulsion sets in and Eddie 


'reveals he is the man Olaf is ac-| 


;cused of murdering. ‘Story is told 
in flashback, leaving the finale of 
| Eddie hanging in his barber’ shop. 
| Ann Todd and Eric Portman try 
|hard to bring their characters to 
| life. Maxwell Reed makes his Dane 
|a musclebound, adenoidal sissy. 
|Only the minor characters like 
Edward Rigby, Bill Owen and Jane 
Hviton give credibility to the yarn. 
| Direction doesn’t enhance reputa- 
‘tion of Compton Bennet (“The Sevy- 
enth Veil’) but there again the 
censor may have been to blame. 
Cane. 


Bond Street 
(BRITISH) 
es London, May 12. 


Pathe release of Associated British Pic- 
ture Corp.-World Screenplays production. 
Stars Roland Young, Jean Kent. Directed 
by Gordon Parry. Screenplay, Anatole de 
Grunwald, from original idea by J. G 
Brown. Editor, Gerald Turney-Smith; eam- 
era, Otto Heller, Brian Langley. At War- 


ner, London, May 12, '48, Running time, 
109 MINS, 

SAR ree Jean Kent 
George Chester-Barratt...... Roland Young 
Bra. BrGWn....... Wee .. Kathleen Harrison 
ios in 5g ER ah a G40 bald Derek Farr 
Julia Chester-Barratt.......... Hazel Coury 
BOOVG WIMtErs 0%... Rect ees Ronald Howard 
A ee A Se re Paula Valenska 
Frank se eceeesovcesss- Robert Mlemyng 
ORES Seo «++. Patricia Plunkett 
Mise. BOVGPMers, «si iscects? Adrianne Allen 
aa PUROD, £. <b6< St ice sa ed Kenneth Griffith 
Aunt Lottle................Marian Spencer 
i i, Se a Sere James McKechnie 
Miss Slennett.................Mary Jerrold 
TEORE WHUNIEE sb 5c ccvevoeegat Charles Goldner 
BNGD, .¢ Ee y'i os v4 tases bobs OM Joan Dowling 
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Supposed to be 24 hours in Bond 
Street, this could just as easily be 
\a day and night on Main Street 
,anywhere. A few location shots 
| don’t justify the title. Fashioned 
to the “Grand Hotel” formula, there 
are four separate episodes linked 
by a slender framework. Three of 
the stories are old-fashioned and in 
novel form, the fourth is adult and 
amusing. There is much trashy 
stuff before the final episode, which 
could have been expanded to a full 
jlength film. And it redeems the 
picture from boredom and gives it 
some boxoffice chance. Some of 
cast has a little pull here, but with 
the exception of Roland Young 
they can mean nothing to U. S. 
audiences. Film has a slim future 
there. 

Wedding of Hazel Court is the 
connecting link, her dress, her 
pearls, her veil and her flowers be- 
ing the basis of the four stories. 
The wedding dress lends itself to 
an episode in a fashion establish- 
ment where on@ of the workers 
(nicely played by Kathleen Harri- 
son) expecting a grandchild, be- 
comes wrongly incensed against a 
customer and ruins her frock. 
Since the customer only wants it 
to greet a war-blind son who has 
regained his sight, all the work- 
women volunteer to repair the 
damaged gown. 

Blackmailers, pearls, other fac- 
tors figure in subsequent episodes, 
final one having to go with an 
escaped prisoner-of-war, and the 
girl who befriended him. She | 





England, day he’s to be} 


sode, Young, Paula Valenska and 
Flemyng, play it for all it’s worth. 

There is little distinction about 
Gordon Parry’s direction but he 
is hardly to blame. His handicap 


was an undistinguished script. 
Cane. 
The Fatal Night 


(BRITISH) 
London, May 6. 


Columbia release of Anglofilm production, 
Stars Lester Ferguson. Directed by Mario 


Zampi. Screenplay by Gerald Butler, 
adapted by Kathleen Connors from, story 
by Michael Arlen; editor, Giulio Zampi; 


music, Stanley Black; camera, Cedric Wil- 
liams. At Hammer, London, May 5, ‘48. 
Running time, 50 MINS, 


Puce Ferguson 
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Made on a small budget ($56,- 
000), this may find a place as a 
curtain raiser for family audiences. 
Whether the producers can make a 
profit that way is doubtful, as ex- 
hibs are unlikely to pay much for 
it since it can’t be a boxoffice at- 
traction on its own. 

Story sticks fairly closely to the 
| Arlen original. Dared to spend a 
night in an alleged haunted house 
by two Englishmen, an American 
| settles down with a gun and a 
' grisly thriller about two Victorian 
sisters. He dreams about the sis- 
ters and awakes to see a phantom 
in his room. He fires at it and 
{then collapses in a faint. Seven 
years elapse. The Englishmen 
meet the American, tell him how 
they tricked him by“ioading the 
gun with blanks, when suddenly 
the American goes berserk. He is 
| Strangling one of them when ward- 
ers from a nearby asylum arrive. 
|The American has been a homi- 
cidal maniac for seven years. 

Operatic tenor Lester Ferguson 
| plays the American and warbles 
| “Rigoletto” at the top of his voice 
in the dead of night when every 
precaution was taken to enter the 
house on tiptoe. He keeps repeat- 


| 


ing “It’s a lot of hooey.” Maybe 
he’s right. Cane. 
The Calendar 


(BRITISH) 
London, May 26. 


GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Gainsbor- 
ough production. Stars Greta Gynt, John 
McCallum, Directed by Arthur Crabtree. 
Screenplay, Geoffrey Kerr, from play by 
Edgar Wallace. Camera, Reg Wyer, Cyril 





J. Knowles. At Odeon, London, May 25, 
‘48. Running time, 79 MINS, 
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Remake of Edgar Wallace’s 19- 
year-old racing play (screened as 
“Bachelor’s Folly” in 1932, with 
Herbert Marshall, Edna Best, Gor- 
!don Harker and Nigel Bruce) is 
moderate entertainment. Stars and 
Wallace’s reputation may get it 
some business here, but its only 
chance in the U. S. is as a dualer. 
When first made it had novelty of 
horse-racing scenes, but these have 
now become commonplace, and the 
melodrama strikes an_ artificial 
note. More should have been made 
of the comedy angles. 

Golddigger Wenda jjilts race- 
horse owner Garry when he loses 
most of his money. She marries 
| Willie whose sister Mollie trains 
'Garry’s horses. While drunk Garry 
| falls in with the suggestion of his 
ex-burglar valet to “pull” his horse 
entered for an important race in 
order to get a better price for its 
next running. Burglary and for- 
| gery by the valet enable Garry to 
| get out of his jam, and all ends well 
with his horse winning and Garry 
landing Mollie. 

It’s mostly old-fashioned melo- 
drama which rarely rings true. For 
some inexplicable reason valet’s 
burglary is done off screen, a situ- 
ation that could have provided 
thrills and fun. Racing scenes are 


(Continued on page 14) 
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Bad Sister 


(The White Unicorn) 
“Bad Sister,” Universal re- 
lease of a J. Arthur Rank- 
John Coefield producticn, is 
being tradeshown in New York 
Friday (4). Originally tilted 
“The White Unicorn,” it was 
_ reviewed in Variety from Lon- 
don by Cane Nov. 12, 1947. 
Cast headed by Margaret Lock- 
wood and Ian Hunter present 
a romantic melodrama that fol- 
lows a “Love Conquers All” 
formula. 
Review found the story to be 
a “tearjerker” with “a _ po- 
tent mixture of ham and 
hokum for the women.” Film’s 
b.o. take will depend mostly 
on femme patronage, but 
VARIETY’s reviewer felt that 
“Margaret Lockwood’s name 
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Japan Pix Houses Hit Prewar Peak 


With 2,700 Film 








Ghostly Retakes 
London, June 1. 
Ghost of “Hamlet,” the only 
part of the Sir Laurence 
Olivier filmization of Shakes- 
peare to take critical raps, is 
undergoing its third voice sur- 
gery. Film is being redubbed 


Outlets in Country 





Tokyo, May 18. + 


n now has 2,053 motion pic- 
ik patrol, according to a na- 
tional survey by Jiji Press just 
completed. This is approximately 
the number that were in operation 
before the war, and is a sizable in- 
crease over the 800 which remained 
in existence at the end of the 


ific conflict. 
oaCounting provisional filmhouses 


(public halls and the like) and com- | 


bination theatre -cinemas, about 
2.700 motion picture outlets are 
now functioning in the country, 
the survey shows. 


Cinema construction went on at | 


a feverish tempo during the first 
vear of the Occupation, “in sharp 
contrast with the public housing 
program,” Jiji Press reported. 


Building has largely subsided now, | 


although some Japanese prefec- 
tures have more picture theatres 
now than before the war. 
One interesting feature of Nip- 
ponese film biz is that there are no 
independent heuses in Japan. All 
theatres are either owned by chain 
operators or under contract to one 
of Japan’s major studios. 


instance, owns 72 theatres and has 
962 under exclusive contract. 
Shockiku owns and operates 80 
houses and has 804 under contract 
Daiei Studio has 877 contract out- 
lets, and Central Motion Picture 
Exchange, which handles all Amer- 
ican films, has 800. 
Another nice feature of Jap pix 
biz is the sock b.o. that most 
houses report week after week, re- 
gardless of the bill. Long queues 
of waiting patrons are a common 
sight in front of most theatres, and 
the SRO sign is usually out. Ad- 
mission prices, however, are frozen 
at 20 and 30 yen (40c and 60c), 
with some road show performances 
upped to a maximum of 50 yen ($1). 
This price includes a whacking 150 
percent federal amusement tax. 
For each 50 yen road show admis- 
sion, 20 yen goes to the exhibitor 
and 30 yen to the government. 


Kalman Would Curb His 
Operettas in Vienna 





Due to Royalty Block 


= Vienna, May 20. 
Emmerich *Kalman’s refusal to 
allow productions of his one-time 
favorite operettas here, has aroused 
bitter comment. His local repre- 
sentative, Weinberger Publishing 


Co., stated briefly that Kalman | 


had written he “wasn’t interested 
in piling «p Austrian schillings on 
separate account of which I never 
can dispose.” Decision, however, 
doesn’t refer to permits already 
given. Stadt theatre, doing ‘Sylva,’ 
and Raimund theatre, with “Circus 
Princess,”, can go on, but they 
might close down any moment 
anyway due to lowest b.o. receipts 
ever. 

Newspaper Neues O6esterreich 
declares that while this act by 
Kalman doesn’t mean that his mu- 
Sic can’t be played in bars, dance 
halls, and on broadcasts, it would 
be a good idea for A an musi- 
claps to “reciprocate” by a cold 
boyeott. Newspaper comments that 
Kalman owes his fame to Vienna, 


but he seems to have forgotten 
that. 


15-Year-Old ‘India Speaks’ 
Finally OK’d in Britain 
Banned from exhibition in’ Lon- 
don the past 15 years, Walter Fut- 
ter’s 80-minute documentary ‘“In- 
dia Speaks” is now being booked 
there following issuance of a 
license by the London County 
Council. Producer, who arrived in 
New York last week after a 21- 
month trip to England, said -the 
pic was submitted to the LCC 
after the censor refused to con- 
Sider it. 

India Speaks,” which RKO re- 
leased in the U. S., is in the na- 
ture of a travelog with narration 
by the late Richard Halliburton. 
Recent withdrawal of Britain from 
India is understood to have been a 
London Breenlight. While abroad 
Futter studied possible participa- 


tion in British production but made 
no deals. 








. rheton _ Domergue, Hollywood 
o ress, Joined Argentine husband 
afte Fregonese in Buenos Aires, 
isappearance” act in 
Belem, Brazil, when takeh iff ‘on 
Plane voyage. “ . 


Toho | 
Studio and Theatrical Corp., for | 


in the scenes where the ghost 
appears to rid the apparition’s 
speech of a blurry and indis- 
tinct quality. [It was a sug- 
gestion, incidentally which 
VARIETY made when reviewing 
the pic from here.| 

It’s the third crack at the 
problem because Olivier first 
used his own voice in that part 


GENEVA OK’S ‘PROSTIE’; 
SWISS GO FOR ‘TRAMPS’ 


Zurich, May 20. 
Paula Wessely and Attial Hoer- 
biger, w.k. Viennese couple, are |" 
| touring Switzerland with a comedy | 








by Juliane Kay, “Vzgabunden” and then tossed it out as un- 
(“Tramps’’). satisfactory. He’ brought in a 
| Play is a big success everywhere, pinch’ hitter for the version 
| with generally favorable press shown to London crix. Now, 
|comments. Direction is by Walter| ‘te same voice is being used 
Firner, Austrian author, whose} ‘'" 4 new try at making it dis- 
|comedy, “Das Kuckucksei” (“The| 'nct while retaining the ghost- 
Coocoo Egg”), is a_smash in Vi-| /¥ timbre. 








enna and will start in Zurich this | 


| week with Viennese comedienne | ee e 
Annie Rosar in the lead. B f h Indie 
Theatre de Poche (Pocket The- | ri IS S$ 


atre) founded recently by young 


actress Fabienne Faby at Geneva, | 

| presented Jean-Paul Sartre’s “‘Re- 

| spectful Prostitute” with Mlle. May Get Tax Cut 
| Faby in the leading role, support- 
'ed by Andre Faure, Michel Simon, 
Jr., and Alexander Blanc. Play | 
was a great success. Theatre, as 
|expressed in its name, is tinier 
than any stage ever seen here. 


Japs Contmue on Film 
Production, Defying 


London, June 1. 

British exhibitors, at least the 
small indies, may be given a tax 
break by the 
cording to present indications. Sir 
Stafferd Cripps, Britain’s Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequor, met a 
deputation from the Exhibitors’ 
Rentors Trade Union this week 
and informed it that his advisers 
will hold confabs with the Cine- 





Government, ac- 


Fabrizzi Flop Surprises Arg. Legit; 
Spanish Influence Irks Natives 





ARG. RADIO IS SNARLED © 
IN UNDERCOVER BATTLE 


Montevideo, May 20. | 

An undercover battle is raging | 
on the Argentine radio front for | 
control of the three major net- | 
works, all rumored now more or! 
| less under government-influenced 
|}ownership. Belgrano and Rades 
| networks have fallen under control 
'of Senora de Peron’s associates, 
| while Mundo is controlled from 
| Central Bank and Economic Coun- 





cil circles. 
As administrator of posts and 
telegraphs, Oscar Nicolini wants 


|all three networks placed under 
|his (extra-official) rule, while the 
j}new Secretary of Education, for- 
| mer Argentine Ambassador to the 
U. S. Oscar Ivanissevich, claims 
that radio is closely related to 
educational matters and should be 
| handed over to his department for 
| Supervision. 





| Increase in Homemade Or | 


| Dubbed Pix Show French | 
Regaining Own Market 


Paris, May 22. | 
The French are recovering their | 


| Buenos 


Buenos Aires, May 20. 


Scarcity of legit theatres this 
season, with only 23 available, has 
been so acute that the Authors So- 
ciety has appealed to the govern- 
ment for support in getting build- 
ing materials and appropriations 
of land for new theatres. 


Despite the boom in all enter- 
tainment grosses, the 1948 season 
has been marked by two unexpect- 
ed flops. Italian film actor Aldo 
Fabrizzi (“Open City”) opened 
with high hopes April 6 at the 
Astral theatre with an Italian com- 
edy company. High admission 
scales, and so-so performances, 
operated against the success of the 
show, which closed after one 
month. 

Far more spectacular as a flop 
was what happened at- the Casino 
theatre, where the cast of the mu- 
sical revue, “Boite Rusa,’ went on 
strike April 24 as the result of 
non-payment of salaries, causing 
shuttering of house. 

Of the shows preemed so far in 
Aires, two are musicals, 
one at the Nacional, with Gloria 
Guzman starred. This is a musical 
version of Anita Loos’ “Happy 


| Birthday,” translated and adapted 


by Pondal Rios and C. Olivari. The 
Aldo Fabrizzi company at the 
Astral has been followed by a mu- 
sical, “Will You Come at Mid- 
night?”, with a book by the same 
writing team as “Happy Birthday,” 


Tokyo, May 15. 

The month-long dispute of the 
Toho Motion Picture and Theatri- 
cal Co., which began in April when 
the firm announced it would fire 
approximately 1,000 employees in 
|a gigantic retrenchment program 
|aimed at getting the company out 
| of the red, has taken a novel twist 


Stidie Dis ° matic Exhibitors Assn. to decide on 
missals long term policies concerning a re- 


adjustment of the entertainment 
tax. 

The Cripps move follows com- 
plaints from some small exhibs 


who say they’ve been operating at | 


a loss for months because of a 
drop in attendance. Cripps ex- 
pressed sympathy for them but not 
for the circuits. 





own pix market since the war. To- | 2d starring Enrique Serrano, who 
tal number of releases in Paris | aS just completed 40 years in the 
(where most firstruns take place | theatre. This is a sock hit and 
in France) from July 1, ’46, to Dec. | #94 sold out.for weeks to come. 
Casino theatre has been re- 


1, °47, were 436 French-speaking | ‘ 
pictures (Frenchmades or dubbed), | 9Pened, with owners Coll and De- 


as against 269 foreignmades shown | Fiore taking over as impresarios of 
in original version with subtitles. | Boite Rusa.” The show’s Bolivian 

To the end of 1946 figures for | Producer skipped town and the 
American pix are 77 shown in sub- | theatre owners took over as part 


titled versions. Of these 67 were | Payment of four months’ rent. 


with the workers adopting a sort 
of strike-in-reverse technique. 

Toho management ordered its 
studios closed and work suspended 
on April 30, but the employees have 
refused to vacate the lot and are 
continuing production of four films. 
Company officials can’t lock the 
studios because the workers have 
the keys. 


Meanwhile, nearly 500 employees 


‘Pride’ Looks Primed 


, Sydney, May 19. 
Jane Austen’s “Pride and Preju- 
dice,” presented by Whitehall Pro- 
ductions at the Minerva, looks like 
a click. Show is one of the best 
staged by the Kathleen Robinson- 
|in the Tokyo area have been dis-|Roland Walton-Richard Parry 
|charged and several hundred more | combo. 
in district offices throughout Japan| Jessica Noad and John Sykes 
have received their notices. The |offer brilliant performances, as- 
company claims all those laid off sisted ably by Hilda Dorrington, 
/are surplus and must be weeded Carmel Sexton and William Red- 
out in the interests of efficiency. |mond. John Sykes produced. He’s 
from London. 


Rabinovitch’s ‘Faust’ 
Gets Under Way in Rome 
Rome, May 26. 
Gounod’s “Faust,” third film- 
opera to be produced by Gregor 
Rabinovitch for Columbia release, 
has gone into work. Soundtrack 
has been registered, while sets are 
set up at Titanus studios. Onelia 
Fineschi, Gino Mattera, Italo Tajo 
and a 60-voice choir sang, con- 
ducted by Ettore Capuano. 
“Faust” is directed by Carmine 








| Both sides have appealed to the 
,Tokyo District Court. May 7 the 
| Toho local of the Japan Motion 

Picture and Theatrical Workers 
‘Union (NCIO) asked for an injunc- 
‘tion against the studio closing 
|order. Three days later the com- 
|pany petitioned the same court 
for a provisional disposition of its 
studio which would uphold the 
| firm’s right to close it. The court 
is studying both motions. 

The union has also filed an 
jappeal with the Metropolitan Labor 
!Relations Board in Tokyo which 
conducted hearings in the case, , 
then retired to consider its verdict.|Gallone, who also did Rabino- 

Union officials have threatened | vitch’s “The Lost One” and “Eter- 
a general theatrical strike in| nal Melodies. 
protest against the feta pon but 
no spontaneous walkouts have oc- : 
curred yet among sympathizing Current London Shows 
groups. The Toho union itself has 

London, June 1. 
(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“Anna Lueasta,” Majesty’s (31). 


not maintained a_ solid front. 
Eighty members of the Nichigeki 

“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (52). 
“Barretts,” Garrick (5). 


dance team, a modern dance troupe 
under Toho management, seceded 
from the union this week, charging 
that the organization “puts too “Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (58). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (4). 
“Calypso,” Playhouse (2). 
“Carissima,” Palace (12). 


much emphasis on the labor move- 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (40). 


ment.” 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (53). 
“Four, Five, Six,” Yorks (12). 
“Frenzy,” St. Mart (6). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (10). 
Studio personnel has gone on; “Hellzapoppin,” Princes (8). 
|strike at Studios Francoeur and | “Life With Father,” Savoy (52). 
| Joinville (Pathe) and St. Maurice| “Linden Tree,” Duchess (42). 
| (formerly Paramount). Average | “Little Lambs,” Ambass. (8). 
pay of employees is about $49 per, “Maid to Measure,” Camb. (2). 
month and they insist on an in-| “Master Builder,” Westm’ter (3). 
crease of $5. | “Mountain Air,” Comedy (18). 
Strike comes at a time when “Never Can Tell,” Wynd. (35). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (48). 


studio activity is so low that sev- , 
eral studios have already closed.| “Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (57). 


In Joinville, Georges Clouzot had |* “Outrageous,” W. Garden (57). 
to stop filming “Manon 48”; same “Paragon,” Fortune (4). 2 
goes for Jean Boyer in St. Maurice| “Present Laughter,” H’ymkt (59). 
where he was prepping a picture; “Relapse,” Phoenix (18). 

with Ray Ventura and Duvalles, “Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (30). 
while at Francoeur Jean Cocteau “Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (50). 
was’ about’ to ‘shoot ‘his “Parétits)’ “Tuppence,” Globe (34). ; 
Tertibles.” © ;' ne “Worm’s View,” Whitehall (57). 

















Paris Studio Strike 
Snafus Production 


Paris, May 22. 
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For Aussie Legit Run 


also shown dubbed. For 1947 these 
figures show that dubbing has pro- 
gressed apace since the original 
versions are only 152 against 178 | 
shown dubbed. During 1947, of | 
this number, 26 originals and 55 | 
dubbed were released by indies, | 
leaving 126 originals for the eight | 
majors and 123 dubbed:in French. | 
From July 1, ’46, to Jan. 1, °47, | 
the French released only 33) 
Frenchmades against 67 American- 
dubbed, four English, two Italian, | 
five Swedish and one Swiss. For 
1947, out of a total of 324 French- | 
speaking offerings, 86 were French- | 
mades, against 178 American- | 
dubbed, one Argentine, four Bel- | 
gian, one Czech, two Danish, 23 | 
English, 16 Italian, two Mexican, 
three Russian, seven Swedish and 
one Swiss. Also the number of 
foreign-speaking subtitles decreas- 
es for the second period, being 80 
foreign subtitled against 122 for 
the latter half of 1946, while for 
1947 the figures are only 189 for- 
eign pix with subtitles, against 325 
French and dubbed pictures. 


Finnish Firms Pacting 
Foreign Distrib Setups 
Helsinki, May 21. 
An agreement were recently 
signed between Continental Filmi 
here and Discina in Paris, for dis- 
tribution of latter’s films in Fin- 
land. Another agreement of the 
same type were also recently 
signed between Astor Filmi here 
and Republic Pictures in the U. S. 
Finnish production is_ active. 
Adams Filmi is preparing ‘‘Rosvo 
Roope,” directed by Hannu Lem- 
inen and starring Tauno Palo. 
Fenno Filmi has “Keittiokaval- 
jeerit,” starring Sirkka Sipila and 
Esko Vettenranta, directed by Yrjo 
Norta. Finnish SF (Suomen Filmi- 
teollisuus) announces “Laulava 
Sydan,” directed by Edvin Laine 
and starring Tauno Palo and 
Mirjami Kuosmanen. Suomi Filmi 
has a comedy, “Hormoonit Hall- 
itsevat,’ directed by Orvo Saar- 
ikivi, and starring Hilkka Helina, 
| Joel Rinne and Reino Valkama. 























Argentine press is squawking 
over the fact that of the 23 the- 
atres currently available in Buenos 
Aires, only six are occupied with, 
Argentine shows. Most theatres are 
showing musicals or Spanish “‘sai- 
nete”’ companies, with a couple of 
Italian shows for good measure. 
At the Politeama theatre, an op- 
eretta company is headed by Mapy 
Cortes, who hails from Porto Rico. 
Nationalists find this situation gall- 
ing and are urging that some- 
thing be done about it in gov- 
ernment circles. 


U.S. Pix Held Back As 


Argentine Exchange 
Situation Worsens 
Montevideo, May 22. 

The exchange situation in Ar- 
gentina shows a tendency to wors- 
en instead of improve, with the 
consequence that U. S. film impor- 
tations have stopped altogether 
and most distributors are holding 
back release of the few good pix 
already in the country, or in the 
customs, to avoid being left with- 
out anything at all for exhibition 
in July/August, at the top of the 
season. ‘ 

U. S. distributors are not im- 
porting any newsreels, saving their 
exchange permits for the long-reel 
features, and filmgoers in Argen- 
tina are viewing only local news 
shots. 

Censorship trouble is also sna- 
fuing showing of foreign newsreels 
and feature films. A United Na- 
tions inspired documentary on the 
fate of Europe’s millions of DPs 
was forbidden for release, when 
submitted by RKO. Italian pic 
distributors have not yet been able 
to have “Shoe Shine” approved. 








‘MEN ON HORSE’ TO ROAM 


JAP PADDIES FOR ARMY 


Tokyo, May 22. 


“Three Men On a_ Horse,” 
George Abbott comedy success, 


| opened an Allied run in Tokyo this 
Baker’s Summer Dates week at the Army’s Ernie Pyle the- 
/atre. An Eighth Army production 

Mexico City, June 2. | directed by Al Sauberan, the show 

Josephine Baker’s skedded re-|is scheduled for five evening per- 
turn dates here, set for mid-June | formances in Tokyo, then will go 
|in the Teatro Lirico, vaude house, | on the road for short runs at Yo- 
/must wait as she has inked for six ’/kohama and Kyoto plus several 
weeks in Belgium and two in one-nighters at camps near Tokyo. 
Spain. Chanteuse probably will get | Frank Jensen plays’ Irwin 
here in the early fall. ‘Trowbridge, the greeting card 
She was outstanding here last} poet. Helen Gregory appears as 
year, garnering $600 daily by trip-| Audrey; Dorothy Eschilmar as 
ling on stage, niteries and radio. Mabel, and Al DiSarro &s Patsy. 
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Wallis’ ‘Evil’ and 20th's Escape’ Key 
Tests of Anglo-U. S. Film Productions 


Major U. S. producers, who ar. ¢ 
mulling production activities in 
England as a means of thawing out 
their frozen coin, are now watch- 
fully awaiting the box office fate of 
first two films to be turned out in 
British studios by the American 
majors during the freeze era. 
Guinea pig pix are “So Evil My 
Love,” a Hal Wallis production for 
Paramount, and “Escape,” a Wil- 
liam: Perlberg production for 20th- 
Fox, both of which are due fot 
early release in the U. S. market. 

Made under conditions that'll be 
duplicated for other companies in 
England, these two films are likely 
to shape the future of the British 
production experiment. If reaction 
of American filmgoers is positive, 
the stampede to U. K. studios may 
be turned on_with more seriousness 
than. casual flack handouts have 
indicated thus far. But if the con- 
trary proves to be the case, then 
skeptical producers are likely to 
stay ensconced on this side of the 
Atlantic for good. 


Both “So Evil My Love” and 
“Escape” are held to be legitimate 
test cases because they represent 
top coin efforts by both Paramount 
and 20th. Both pix are studded 
with prominent Anglo-American 
stars such as Ray Milland and Ann 
Todd in the former, and Rex Harri- 
son and Peggy Cummins in the 
latter. In addition, other produc- | 
tion values are considered to meas- ; 
ure up to the standards set for 
Hollywood big-budgeters. 


But top film execs are wonder- | 
ing if these two films will escape | 
the “jinx” on British pix which) 
has dampened American wicket | 
response to most of the top U. K. | 
offerings. Over the past couple of 


years, U. S. filmgoers have not cot- | 
toned to the so-called “British | 





| American 





USHER HELD IN $8,800 
MPLS. THEATRE THEFT 


Minneapolis, June 1. | 

An 18-year-old usher is_ being 
held by police in connection with | 
the theft of $8,800 in weekend 
receipts from the Radio City ue 
atre, here. Four bags of cash were 
carried »ut of the theatre, indicat: | 
ing to police that robbery was an | 
inside job. | 
The suspect was picked up after | 
an assistant manager told police 
that he saw the usher coming out 
of the main floor office, where the 
safe is located. Safe had been un- 
locked, but in a way that would 
cause it to lock if any attempt 
were made to tamper with it. | 
Whoever took the money. accord- 
ing, to the police, was familiar with | 
the safe’s automatic features. 
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ting playing time on the Odeon 


|} and Gaumont-British chains prior | 


to the passage of the 75% tax bill | 
last August and the resultant em- 
bargo on shipments to England by 
companies. Following | 
the embargo, distrib found itself | 
in a favored position, since it had | 
a flock of pictures in Britain that 
hadn’t been released and weren't | 
subject to the tax. They will have 
been practically all played off by 
the time the new Anglo-U.S. films 
agreement becomes effective June 
14. 
UA Back Where It Was 


With a surfeit of product from | 





wae ane, hae sh, all companies avlahie othe Rank 
e dista: , OF | theatres, as been placed in| 
oT type ~ British ae |the same position as before last | 
lect. Both o Sa pr rs Ow-| August. It claims it is getting 
ever, were produced under super- | sloughed off on playing time, de- 
vision of American execs who had| spite the sizeable block of stock it 
eyes peeled on the American! owns in Odeon. 
market. | majority. interest in the circuit. 

Rs ay grips che Magee! be “v4 Since its minority holdings are 
given by U. 5. e | obviously of no-help to it in get- 
faced with the job of selling them | ting rr abl UA Ska been ja 
directly to their customers. De- | sidering for some months selling 
om on the ptm ym — | them and getting out of the British 
either brush off or welcome future | theatre picture altogether. It»made 
films made by U. S. companies in| jts initial move in that direction 
the U. K. / last December, when it sold an in- 
' terest. in an Odeon affiliate for 











‘Phoney Books’ 


umm Continued from page 3 


to bolster the big film with an ex- 
tra star at $200,000, that added an 
additional $100,000 to the picture’s 
overhead charge. Actually, it 
didn’t cost the studio an extra cent, 
in overhead. 


Result is, Selznick declared, that 
when the two films go into distri- 
. bution, the phoney bookkeeping 
makes the $750,000 one appear to 
show a profit, while the $3,090,000 
production appears to suffer a 
loss. 

“Actually, that may not be true 
at all,” Selznick point out. “Never- 
theless, seeing the figures, the 
boys in the front office decide that 
what they need is more $750,000 
films. The result is that they have 
completely misled themselves.” 


Producer declared there were 
many other methods of studio cost 
accounting possible to give a more 
accurate pieture of where. over- 
head charges should be made. 


Striking out on still another 
front against the “phoney book- 
keeping,’ Selznick asserted that 
major companies were also kidding 
themselves on the. distribution 
charges they place against their 
films. They sock the same per- 
centage against a big picture as a 
small one, he said, indicating their 
belief that it costs more in dollars 
and cents to sell the $3,000,000 
film, loaded with stars, than it does 
the $750,000 one with no names 
in it. 

“That’s preposterous,” Selznick 
declared. “Anyone familiar with 
sales can tell you that it probably 
took a lot less time and effort to 
sell the big one than it did the 
little one. The $3,000,000 film may 
well have sold itself, while thee 
time of the salesman, the branch 
manager and even the _ district 
manager or the homeoffice may 
have been consumed in seeing that 





_ $700,000. 


| have a book-value of about $8,000,- 


UA’s current holdings in Odeon 


000. Rank is understood to have 
offered between $3,000,000 and 
$4,000,000 for. them when Kelly: 
was in London last winter. Sum | 
, was turned down by Miss Pickford | 
'and Chaplin as “unreasonable.” | 
Whether the British film chieftain 
has increased his offer in the new 
negotiations hasn’t been disclosed. 


In any case, the proceeds of the 
sale couldn’t be directly converted 
to dollars. Funds might be used 
to finance production in England 
| or for investment in other British 
| securities. 

50% Partners in Odeon 


Rank and UA each own 50% 
of the Odeon Cinema Holdings 
Co., the major asset of which is 
something over 2,000,000 shares 
(controlling interest) of Odeon 
Theatres, Ltd., the circuit operat- 





two-week period last year for an 
average of about 40 shillings ($8) 
a share. Stock was bought up by 
the Eagle Star Insurance Co., 
which, along with Rank, owns 
most,of the other shares. 
Background of Rank’s alleged 
refusal to cooperate with UA on 
bookings involves, among other 
things, it is said} a personality con- 
flict. Rank also stated when in 
the U.S. last spring that he books 


money for us.” 

_ Also involved in the legalistic 
‘side of Kelly’s negotiations is 
Rank’s consolidation of his Gen- 
eral Cinema Finance Corp. last | 
winter into the Odeon chain. | 
There was some objection from. 
20th-Fox as well as fromi UA. Fox | 
holds an interest in the Gaumont- | 
British circuit, which was a sub- | 
sid of GCF. UA and 20th were | 
ired, because, they claimed, they | 
were given no opportunity to dis- | 
cuss the advisability of consolida- | 


the $750,000 picture got sufficient; tion with Rank before it was fait 


and profitable playdates.” 





accompli. 


ing company. UA’s British subsid | 
owned 83,000 shares of the latter, | 
which it sold on the market over a. 


“the pictures which make the most | 


Citizen Saint 

“Citizen Saint,” indie pro- 
duction by Clyde Elliott, which 
was previewed in New York 
Monday (24), was reviewed in 
VarIETY from Hollywood, Nov. 
5, 1947. About 20 minutes of 
the current film were re-shot. 
In his review, Brog stated the 
story of the life and miracles 
of Mother Cabrini is “sketchy 
and the appeal limited for 
commercial showings. — Best 
selling will come through tie- 
ups with ‘religious groups.” 








The Calendar 
good, and additional interest is 
given by the documentary touch of 
the King and Queen arriving on the 
Ascot race course. 

Acting of the principals calls for 
little comment. The minor players 
give a good account of themselves. 
Title of picture, referring to the 





| 


= | racing calendar, is unexplained and 








Williamson New Chief 
Meniphis’ Variety Tent 


| 
After Flexer Resigns 


Memphis, June 1. 

Dave Flexer is out as president 
of Memphis Variety Tent No. :20. 
Flexer resigned after continuing 
flurry of squawks from directors 
who felt he was away from Mem- 
phis too much of time. 

Successor is Ed Williamson, WB 
branch manager, who was unani- 
mously elected. 

Meantime, Flexer announced 
sale of his two new drive-in thea- 
tres in Minneapolis and St. Louis 
and acquisition of the new 650-car 
Twenty-Two Drive-In nearing com- 
pletion at Fort Smith, Ark. 





Denton, Texas. | 
‘Two new Drive-Ins have been | 
opened here and work starts soon | 
on downtown deluxer. Colonial | 
Drive-In, costing $7,500 was opened 
by George Franklin of El] Paso, on 
Fort Worth highway. Lester Dolli- 
son is owner of the El Rancho 
Drive-In which opened on Gaines- 
ville road. Interstate theatres plans 
to build a 1,250-seater. 





New $200,000 House for Dallas 
Dallas. 
A modern theatre is planned for 
Western Oak Cliff by Robb & Row- 


| 
ago, 
| Open Two Denton, Texas, Drive-Ins | said that “Marius” was “the finest | 


| will be misleading to most audi- 


ences, Clem. 
Marius 
(FRENCH) 
| Siritzky release ot Marcel Pagnol produc- 
tion written by Pagenol Stars Raimu 
Pierre Fresnay Charpin, Orane Demaazis, 
Directed by. Alexander Korda Musi Vin- 
ent Seotto English titles, llerman G, 
Weinberg Ai hiyasee N. ¥ May -Fi, ‘48 
127 MINS. 


Running time 


‘ Raimu 


il 
ius resis 


. (harpin 


e « 
Mat 
Panisse 
Fanny 
Honorine 
Mr. Brun 
Piqueoisot 


Lebnnne ese henbean’ ne Peon 
Robert Vattier 
Michaelesco 


(In French; English Titles) 
This Marcel Pagnol -production 
| was first shown in the U. S. without 
| English titles in 1933 at the 5th 
| Avenue Playhouse, N. Y., where it 
| died after a week. But the market 
| for foreign pix has changed consid- 
erably since then. Fifteen years 
VARIETY’S reviewer, Kauf, 


French film to come over,” but 
then paradoxically declared that 
“it’s hopeless for U. S. consump- 
tion.” Currently, it’s slated for 
solid biz in the art houses. 

For its revival, “Marius” has 
been refurbished with English 
titling and 25 minutes have been 
added to the original running time 
in the U. S. of 103 minutes. Initial 
part of Pagnol’s trilogy on Mar- 
seilles life, film is full of the 
warmth and humor that typified 
“Fanny”’—the second part of the 
trilogy which Siritzky, for some 
reason, released first. The pic’s 
age is detectable only in occasional 





ley Circuit. The old Bison the- 
atre is being demolished and the 
site cleared for the new house. 
New $200,000 house will seat 1,000. 


$250,000 Chi Drive-In Opens 
Chicago. 
The 66 Drive-In, costing $250,- 





Rank holds the; 000 and. with 1,000-car capacity, 


opened here last week. 
N. Y. Upstate City. Gets 35m. Pix 
Albany. 
Schaghticoke, in Washington 
County, 20 miles north of Troy, 
now has 35m pictures for the first 
time. Town Hall has been con- 
verted into a theatre by Charles 
Orr, operator of Fair Haven the- 
atre, Fair Haven, Vt. 





Vancouver’s 449-Seat Arty House 
Vancouver. 

A 449-seat arty theatre is being 
constructed here by Nat-~- Taylor 
and Associates, Toronto. House 
will be first of kind west of To- 
ronto. Expected that Taylor will 
use spot to showcase his English 
product from International Film 
Distributors. 


New Cucamonga, Calif., Houses 
Los Angeles. 

Cucamonga, a town of 3,000, will 
have theatres seating 1,300, with 
completion of two 500-seaters by 
Jay Rodriguez and Louis Torres. 
New houses will augment the Lux. 
a 300-seater. 

$300,000 House for No. Jersey 

Adam A. Adams, operator of four 
houses in northern New Jersey, 
started a $300,000 theatre and ‘store 
development at Brookdale, N. J. 
Phe 1,200-seater will include a 
television lounge. 





scratchiness of the sound track and 
| slightly faded celluloid. In quality, 
however, it ranks among the top 
foreign offerings of the last few 
years. 

Yarn concerns a waterfront love 
affair between Pierre Fresnay, a 


sea, and Orane Demazis, a fish- 
monger’s daughter. ne of his 
best, though least known achieve- 
ments, [now Sir] Alexander Korda 
directed this story with a simple 
and compelling honesty without 
the slightest taint of hokum. 
Headed by the late Raimu, the 
cast of standout French thespers 
impart an earthy quality to their 
performances. Once again, Raimu, 
as the bartender, biends a pro- 
found pathos, and a vigorous sense 
of humor into a powerfully human 
portrait. Panisse, as an_ elderly 
suitor, matches Raimu in style and 
competence. Miss Demazis, while 
not a looker by Hoilywood stand- 
ards, is a sensitive actress with a 
tragic appeal. Fresnay is too thea- 
trical but is checked by the film’s 
overall quiet and ooeday mood. 
erm. 


They Are Not Angels 
(FRENCH) 
Siritzky International release of French 
Pathe production. Stars Pierre Blanchar. 
Directed by Alexandre Esway. Screenplay, 











UA’s Export 


Continued from page 5 - 








some negotiating, but was finally 
arranged with UA buying back the 
rights from the broker. He re- 
tained U.S. reissue rights to the 
films, incidentally. They were 
sold by him to Harris-Broder, 
which in turn gave them to Mas- 
terpiece Productions. 

With the Grinieff business 
righted, UA discovered the MPEA 
legalities were still wary about 
handing over the coin, inasmuch 
as there was some doubt as to 
basic ownership of the films. This 
had to be determined in each case, 





'since approval for their release 


abroad had to be obtained from 
this party, UA being only an agent 
in the transaction. As things stand 
now, UA is trying to get the list 
together and is having trouble 
with some producers in getting 
to the bottom of present owner- 
ship, since the corporations which 
made the pictures some years ago 
have transferred and retransferred 
assets in several cases. 


Joseph Kessel; camera, Nicolas Hayer: 
music, Maurice Thieriet; English titles, 
Charles Clement. At Ambassador, N. Y . 
May 21, "48. Running time, 128 MINS, 

IRR TRE PES «eateee Pierre Blanchar 
| ee ee Raymond Bussieres 
0: BARGE... . odccscctcbains > 62 -SOG Wall 
Bits SO, CRSPIRE » win 65's ound Christian Bertola 
DN: S'Gx ah os 6 tha e-b eel cl ea Rene Lefevre 
BOtth®: Bervales'. ooicdcs édeed Jeanne Crispin 
Ce Br ee oe ae Pierre louis 
2 ONES. sp Vodbade she cks Charles Moulin 
Ee CORRGOO 6 i Foi OE Mouloudji 
OWUIEE,. «Fie cede so ass coc¥ewind Henri Nassiet 
VOPR 6 9635s 90055 6 Sp dc cps vad honontiO Vogel 
cating MQ TE ET PEERLESS oe a be Andrieux 
i fe RRC ETT See Oe e ep ree Daphne Courtney 
fi Se eee John Howard 
RENT, PP ares Pamela Sterling 


a gs Pee eer ree eat os Charles Rolfe 


(in French; English Titles) 

“They Are Not Angels,” one of 
the few war films to come out of 
France since 1945, is slated fcr a 
good reception in the U. S. Scory 
of a group of French paratroopers 
is narrated in a punchy, masculine 
style with plenty of familiar Hol- 
lywood melodramatics that cues it 
for general distribution here. Pic’s 
quality and b.o. potential could be 
considerably improved by judi- 
cious slicing of about 25 minutes 
may its current two-hour running 
ime. 





; tween England and France with a 
liberal sprinkling of English ac- 
tors and dialog in the film. Initial 
half covers the training prepara- 
tion for a group of 400 partroop- 
ers who are designated to spear- 
head the invasion of the Nazi-held 
continent. The toughening-up proc- 
ess, the attempts to miegrate 
some raw recruits into a group of 
vets, the boredom. and anxiety be- 
fore battle—all these facets are 





Film Reviews 
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Demazis | 


bartender’s son with a yen for the | 


Yarn’s background is split be-. 




















handled with straight realistic ef. 
fectiveness. 

Second half of the film, which 
concerns the combat action against 
the Germans after the paratroop- 
| ers were landed in Brittany, is in 
'the more hokey vein of melo- 
| dramatic heroics. Menace of the 

enemy has not been delineated 
| with sufficent actuality to provide 
'a background of tension for this 
section of the yarn. The French 
commandos, moreover, engage in 
a series of bravado actions that 
generate excitement but lack con- 
viction. This is a theatrical, not 
a real war. 


Cast includes a flock of new 
French actors who deliver with 
verve and competence. The vet 
acter, Pierre Blanchar, gives a 


finely etched performance as the 
paratroopers’ captain, although this 
role is not dominant. Raymond 
Bussieres, Nic Vogel and Pierre 
Louis, as rank-and-filers, con- 
tribute most to the film’s violence 
and oceasional humor. Group of 
English thespers, in bit parts, 
neatly underplay their lines in a 
| documentary style. 

Technically, film is marked by 
| excellent lensing of the paratroop- 
| ers’ descent in mass formation. 
Background music, however, has a 
florid patriotic theme that doesn’t 
| add to the film’s genuineness. 
Herm. 


| Clandestine 
(Les Clandestins) 
| (FRENCH-MADE) 


| H Hoffberg release of Paul Pavaux 
| production. Features Suzy Carrier, Cieorges 
| Rollin, Samson Fainsilber Directer hy 
| Andre E. Chotin. Sereenplay Pierre Ve 
| Stringuey; editor,. Walter Klee; music, Jean 
i Paquet, At Stanley theatre oe May 
2? °48, Running time, 76 MINS. 
| Yvonne . Suzy Carrier 
ae eer Pers Andre Reybas 
Dr. , N@tter.sccecctcvets Samson Fainsilber 
FU mUENnGs 2 tee 0 abe ce cene ** ..Georges Rollin 
PPpieet on. bea cacseseveteve Constant Remy 
pr’ | RAAT eae et eo Guillaume De Sax 





(In French; English Titles) 


| Lacking fresh and original treat- 
|ment, this story of the French un- 
'derground is just another adven- 
‘ture yarn. Picture’s  saleability 
will be limited to houses catering 
to lingual pix. 

“Clandestine” shows Nazi bru- 
‘tality in its most elementary vein. 
Picture starts at a fast pace, with 
ithe Nazi capture of an under- 
|ground newspaper and continues 
| with the Germans liquidating hos- 
tages and torturing those who will 
not divulge information. In short, 
| just another rehash. 


Performances of fafrly good” cal- 
ibre are turned in by Georges Rol- 
lin, as leader of the Maquis; Suzy 
Carrier, as the love interest for 
Rollin, and Andre Reybas as a re- 
cruit in the movement. The most 
rounded enactment is by Samson 
Fainsilber, as the Jewish medico 
captured by the Nazis. Constant 
Remy, as the priest who attempts 
to rescue hostages, also does well. 


Andre E. Chotin’s direction ac- 
cents rapidity at the expense of 
characterization. Rest of the pro- 
duction comprises adequate sets 
and a good musical score by Jean 
'Paquet. The English subtitles fill 
'the language gap. Jose. 


First Opera Film 
Festival 
(ITALIAN) 
' Classic P@tures release of George Rich- 
| field production. Stars Tito Gobbi, Clie 
Klmo. Directed by K. Caneellieri. Musie 
iby La Scala Opera Company: English Mar- 


At Little Carnegie, 
Running time, 90 MINS, 


ration, Olin Downes. 
N. Y., May 20, 48. 





“First Opera Film Festival” is a 
compilation of four standard 
operas in abbreviated versions 
which will have some appeal for 
the longhair music devotees. Ex- 
cept for the deletions, film presents 
the operas as they would be seen 
on the stage with no attempt to 
use the added scope of the camera 
|for action and background. As a 
'result, this importation is _pic- 
| torially static and depends entirely 
upon the music to sustain interest. 
Film could probably be put to good 
use for schoolroom music apprecia- 
tion courses. 

High spots of Rossini’s “William 
Tell,” Mozart’s “Marriage of 
Figaro,” Donizetti's “Don  Pas- 
quale” and Bizet’s “Carmen” are 
covered in this cinematic album. 
A group of thespers handle the 
| various operatic roles in panto- 
mime with members of the La 
| Seala Opera Co. dubbing their 
voices. Dubbing technique is slip- 
shod but there’s compensation in 
a good soundtrack. Photography, 
however, is not adequately lighted. 

Olin Downes, N. Y. Times music 
critic, explains the action in a nar- 
ration that kids the corny operatic 
plots. At several points, his voice 
is superimposed on the singing in 
a manner that doesn’t add to the 
| pleasure of the music. Herm. 
























June 2, 1948 VARIETY 





Wednesday, 





no SS * * 4 / \N COLOR BY 
: capturing the AIP W2Veg / CARSON 
JANIS 








PALOL 


DON 


De FORE 


DORIS 


DAY” 


a New DAY For THE 


ie, : SINGING DANCING SCREEN 
So is A marvelous new personality! 
P cs with OSCAR S. SF 





































* : : LEVANT « SAKALL 

ei Pe aimee FORTUNIO BONANOVA 

See MICHAEL CURTIZ 
+ ° a PRODUCED BY 


ALEX GOTTLIEB 
MICHAEL CURTIZ 


PRODUCTION 
Screen Play by Julius J. & Philip G. Epstein 
Additional Dialogue by |. A. L. Diamond 


WARNER BROS. 
PICTURES 


RELEASE 










ry —— 

















OE A NM hin PR ts 
Mae tied 

» 

~ +t 


16 LITERATI 


VARIETY 





*Wednesday, Jume 2, 1948 = -- 








Literati 











Ladies Home Journal Gives In | 

Ladies Home Journal, the only | 
major national magazine that has) 
consistently refused stories on Hol- 
lywood or its people, has broken 
down in part in the current (June) 
issue. 

Mag has a fiction yarn by Vir- 
ginia Oakey about an assistant 
drama critic whose life is changed 
by his secret yen for Ingrid Berg-| 
man. 








Prolific George Frazier 
George Frazier has Red Book | 
pieces due on Joan Caulfield and | 
Henry Fonda, yarns in Coronet on | 
Mickey Rooney and John Ringling | 
* North, an article in True on Georg | 
Brunis, and 
Sherman Billingsley. t 
Frazier is being considered by | 
CBS to script a summer replace- | 
ment series being readied as a/| 
nightly strip to star Benny Good- | 
man. He’s also a possibility as nar- 
rator of “Columbia Record Shop” 
next season. 


Larkin Edits Sereen Writer | 
John Larkin was appointed | 
chairman of a 10-man committee | 
to edit The Screen Writer, official 
magazine of the Screen Writers 
Guild. Mag will continue as 
a monthly with all the editorial 
work in the hands of a volunteer 
staff. New policy will save be-, 
tween $15,000 and $20,000 yearly. 
Committee, in addition to Lar- 
kin, consists of Marvin Borowsky, 
Paul Gangelin, James Gunn, Ed- 
mund Hartmann, Lionel Hdouser, 
Sloan Nibley, Leonard Spigelgass, 
George Wells and James Webb. 


Grasset Loses Freftch Rights 

Bernard Grasset, Paris book pub- 
lisher, was sentenced by default 
to loss for life of all civil rights, 
five years prohibition to live in 
Paris and confiscation of all his 
property. 

Grasset, once the leading French 
book publisher, during the war at- 
tempted to keep his business going 
by printing books for the Petain 
regime. Since the war, the firm 
had been placed in chancery and 
administered under government 
supervision, going very static. 
Last noteworthy. move was the sale 
to Paul Graetz of the screen rights 
to Raymond Radiguet’s novel, 
“Diable au Corps,” for a reported 
$1,500. 

Though Grasset was in Paris 
when judgment came, he declined 
to appear, even when the court 
was suspended for two hours to 
a his lawyer time to try and 

ring him along. The prosecutor 
then insisted that the maximum 
sentence be passed forthwith. 


Guild Must Open Files 
The Authors Guild has been or- 
dered by the appellate division in 














fon advice of censors. 





New York to give its members ac- 
cess to its membership file, includ- 
ing addrésses. e decision, 
handed down last week by the 
court, reaffirms the opinion of the 
lower court and is in line with the 
recent ruling of the court of ap- 

eals, which returned the case to 

e appellate division. 

The action was brought more 
than a year ago by Nancy Davids, 
a member of the dissident Com- 
mittee for Action. The Guild had 
already acceded to the plaintiff’s 
other demand, that she have access 
to the minutes of the Guild’s coun- 
cil meetings. Each side was or- 
dered to pay its own legal costs. 


Nat’l Press Club Admits Gabbers 

National Press Club has voted to 
recognize radio by admitting radio 
newsmen to ranks of club’s active 
members. Amendment to consti- 
tution of club makes active mem- 
bership open to “those whose prin- 
cipal work involves gathering, writ- 
ing or editing news for dissemina- 
tion by radio, television or fac- 
simile.” 

Estimate is that there are 30-36 
men made eligible by the change. 
Heretofore the radio group was ad- 
mitted only to non-voting .classifi- 
cations, 








10 Years of Drama in Hub 

“Passing Through to Broadway,” 
a book of review and criticism of 
the legit theatre in the Hub from 
1936 to 1948 by Elinor Hughes, 
drama critic of the Boston Herald, 
is out this week. Published by 
Waverly House, a firm specializing 
in the New England’scene, book is 
priced at $3.75. 


Book is largely a discussion of 
the plays tried out here in the last 
10 years, how they fared in the Hub 
and what their yltimate fate was 
on Broadway. Hughes pep- 
pers the book with reminiscences 
of interviews witht the stars of the | 


shows, adds a lot of backstage in- groves and Andersons live in New | 


formation on the process of ready-/ 


ing a show for Broadway, and main-5, .~ 


tains a lively pace throughout. 
Turns out that nearly 800 legit 
attractions have hit the Hub in the 
10-year period, about half of them 
tryouts. 

Seems that the Hub crix don’t 
differ very often with the Broad- 
way aisle-sitters, though occasion- 
ally they'll hamd out a rave and 
get nowhere. “Gase in point was 
“Our Town,” whieh flopped here 
on tryout, not becatise the crix 
didn’t like it, but because town just 
wouldn’t go for it. It has been 
very rare, however, when the crix 


the various supporting characters 
aren't readily identifiable; and al- 
though the author apparently did 
considerable research, his picture 
of the radio business is riddled 
with inaccuracies. As a_ novel, 
“Something's Got to Give” seems 
shallow, immature and ait times 
either snide or saccharine. It even 


| contains some ena reeees baby 


talk. obe. 





Chinese ‘Reservation’ Irks 

The Senate Foreign Relations 
committee last week roved and 
sent to the Senate e Chinese 
treaty, but with a “reservation” on 
the copyright clause which has 
aroused opposition of author and 
publisher organizations. 

The State Dept., which nego- 





have thumbed down a show here 
and it made the grade in N.Y. 

One of the most valuable aspects 
of the book is the complete appen- 


tion credits and casts in full. 





Crack Down on Gory Comic Books | 


Midwestern cities are cracking | 
down on the sale of comic books 
that feature murder and mayhem. 
Working together, Indianapolis 
magazine distributors, city officials, 
and civic groups have banned 35 | 
groups so far. Detroit police have | 
banned 36 comics from the stands 
Hillsdale, 
Mich., following Detroit action 
banning the same thrillers 

Other towns are considering sim- 
ilar newsstand withdrawals. 





Hybrid Editing 

Editing and publishing condensed 
pocket mags in Britain is a pre- 
carious means of livelihood, ac- 
cording to George K. Jeannette, 
proprietor and editor of The Mu- 
sical Digest, a London quarterly. 
He points out that he still has to 
work as a musician because the 
periodical’s profits ‘“‘will not keep 
a cat in milk—if you could get the 
milk.” 

Jeanette, who’s plied his musical 
trade for some 28 years, of which 
14 were with Arthbrose and three 
with Carroll Gibbons, is also ready- 
ing another mag—Theatre Digest. 





Neil Vanderbilt’s Quest(ion) 

“Hitler’s philosophy still lives; so 
why shouldn’t he, too?” points out 
roving newsman Cornelius Vander- 
bilt, Jr. In an effort to track down 
the lair of the one-time Fuehrer, 
he’ll start a European trip early in 
July which will ultimately cover 
some 12 countries before it winds 
up in the fall. 

Vanderbilt will make his conti- 
nental junket in a jeep-towed, spe- 
cially constructed all-metal trailer. 
Accompanying him on the trip 
will be trailer manufacturer 
Wally Byam. Pair left Los An- 
geles last week in their “land 
yacht,” and it’s due to be shipped 
from Baltimore about June. 15+ 
Forthcoming tour will be lensed 
by photographs and portions of 
the itinerary is scheduled to be 


tiated the treaty; has been urging 
approval, on the ground that it 
|would not be feasible to reopen 
| negotiations to correct the copy- 
\right phase. The Senate is expected 


one in Esquire 0M | dix of Hub legits with their produc-!to approve the bill in toto. 





CHATTER 
David Low, British cartoonist and 


caricaturist, in N.Y. from London. | 


Bob Dana and Bill Pause in Hol- 
lywood to gander night clubs. for 
the NY Worid-Telegram. 

George H. Lovitt, of Prentice- 
Hall’s publicity department, has re- 
signed to handle publicity for John 
Wiley & Sons, publishers of scien- 
tific and technical books. 

Frank Norris, ex-Time and Lifer, 
covers “The Ballyhoo Boys” (Carl 
Byoir, Edward L. Bernays, Benja- 
min Sonnenberg and Earl Newsom) 
in ’48. 
offs to Europe in July. 

Louis Zara, exec editor of Ziff- 
Davis’ book division, named veepee 
in charge of the firm’s book opera- 
tions. Thomas Maher, who switched 
from Doubleday, has become gen- 
eral sales manager of Z-D’s book 
division. : 
Siegfried Kracauer has an arti- 
cle about “Those Movies with a 
Message” in the forthcoming (June) 
issue of Harper’s. The same issue 
also carries another of the Mr. 
Harper “After Hours” pieces, this 
one on Walt Disney. 

George-T. Sweetser, veepee and 
ad director of Esquire, was named 
publisher and lifted to the board 
of directors. Move was made to 
divorce David Smart from Esquire 
activities so that he may give more 
time to Coronet Films. -- 

Now that his autobiographical 
series in Collier’s is through, titled 
“Men, Money and Mikes,” which 


| tendencies. 





M. H. (Deac) Aylesworth wrote in 
collaboration with N. Y. Ntws radio 
editor Ben Gross, Collier’s wants 
the former NBC prexy to do an- 
other piece. It’s on Television, and 
its future. Slated for an early 
issue. 

Heavy complement of scribes 
scheduled to sail today (Wed.) from 
New. York aboard the America. 
Listed are A. L. Bradford, head of 
UP’s European staff; R. H. Shack- 
ford, UP London correspondent;+ 
Harvey Hudson, AP foreign corre- 
spondent. Others booking passage 





televised in the U. S. when the 
party returns. 


Van Druten Seattle Speaker 


John van Druten, Granville 
Hicks, William Carlos Williams and 
Katherine Anne Porter will be 
daily speakers at the annua] Pacific 
Northwest Writers’ conference, to 
be held July 19-24 in Guggenheim 
hall, Univ. of Washington, Seattle. 

Harold J. Alford is secretary of 
the conference and Prof. Grant 
Redford chairman of the planning 
committee. 


Nagel te Open N.Y. Office 
Louis Nagel, ublisher of 
France’s leading authors — - - 
wrights, will come to the U.S. . 
September in time for the Broad- 
way preem of Jean-Paul Sartre’s 
play, “Main Sales.” Besides Sartre, 
agel’s writing stable’ includes 
Pierre Genet, Maurice Clavel, 
Mal@parte and about 45 other 
authors. 
He’s planning to open a publish- 
ing office in New York but Paris 
will remain Nagel’s headquarters. 











New Hargrove Novel Mild 

Marion Hargrove’s first novel, 
“Something's Got to Give” (Sloane; 
$3), may have mild interest in the 
trade, chiefly because of its based- 
on-truth aspects. It’s.a story of two 
young whodunit writer neighbors 
in a village near New York, and 
what happens when their wives 
concoct a five - mornings - a - week 
radio series called “Airing Our 
Children.” Actually, the author of 
“See Here, Private Hargrove” did 
have such a program, which he 
offered around the agencies about 
a year ago, through the William 
Morris office. It was to have fea- 
tured Mrs. Hargrove and Mrs. 
Alan Anderson, whose husband, a 
Broadway stage manager, was to 
have been business manager, with 
Hargrove the scripter. The Har- 





N. « 


“ity, 
" te the. book's real-life basis, 


are Arthur G. Altschul, N: Y. Times 
foreign correspondent; Gayle Tal- 
bot, AP sports reporter; Betty 
Beale, Washington Evening Star 


society writer; and Muriel Caswell, 
women’s page editor and feature 
writer with the Boston Sunday 





MPAA Test Suit 


Continued from page 1 


aftermath of the U. S. Supreme 
Court decision in the anti-trust ac- 
tion. 

Under tentative arrangements, 
it’s probable that the two organi- 
zations will join in one action. 
ACLU had already declared that 
it planned to sue alone if the 
MPAA decided against the litiga- 
tion. Civil liberties. group, how- 
ever, first requested the MPAA to 
take up the gauntlet on its own. 

Both outfits are now on the 
search for a film which has ne sex 
overtones so that-a clean case can 
be presented against censorship. 
Reportedly, they’re studying the 
possibilities of using Alexander 
Hamid’s “Life of a Cat” as the acid 
test against licensing prerequisites. 

Film is a 16m documentary 
which has been denied a license by 
the New York State censorship 
beard. Application for a state seal 
was nixed because the pic shows 
the birth of a litter of kittens. 
Bringing an action in New York 
would have the advantage of per- 
mitting both orgs’ home talent to 
handle all steps personally. 

Basis of action will be the Su- 
preme Court statement that pix 
“like newspapers and radio, are in- 
cluded in the press, whose free- 
dom is guaranteed by the First 
Amendment.” ACLU contends that 
if you don’t have to license news- 





requiring licensing of films 
valid. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Kinsey Corners, June 1. 

Had to lay off working on that Psychiatric Dictionary despite insistent 
pleas for more installments, as the thing was driving me crazy. Began 
dreaming I was Mad Man Muntz, the used-car king, who is back to 
advertising himself in the costume and posture of Napoleon. So you 
can see I was in a bad way. 

Final crackup was only days away when I picked up a copy of the 
L. A. Daily News hoping to find some relief by reading Virginia 
Wright, Frank Eng and Marie Mesmer and Mildred Norton, who cover 
show biz for the paper. But on the second page I was stopped by a still 
of a clinked madame who was hiding her high-priced pan behind a 
newspaper. The newspaper she was using for concealment was adver- 
tising “Complete Bed Sets,’ which gives you an idea how far they 
carry tieups in Hollywood. 

So far, okay, but then on the back page ef the very same paper I 
saw the full page ad itself. What was left of my old cool mind began 
going down, down, down. How, the old mind wanted to know, did the 
news photographer manage to snap a picture of the newspaper after 
it was printed and get his picture printed on page 2 of the same paper? 

I called up Matt Weinstock, author of “My L.A.” He acts as sort of 
m.e. after He gets out his daily column, or maybe before. He gave me, 
and subsequently his readers, an explanation of sorts, but it took me 
a week to reassemble the parts of my sadly split personality. By now, 
however, I feel well enough to go on with the Hollywoed Psychiatric 
Word Book. So enter smiling on = letter: 


—~——————-—. — 4 
> 
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Dactylogic Syndrome. Derived from the fingermen of the gangster 
era. Communication made by signs with fingers and hands—the O of 
thumb and index finger of yes-men and sound-mixers, the V of people 





| who think victory is a matter of finger exercises, the fist of people who 
| think victory is a matter of shaking same at other people, the thumb up 
'or down indicating approval or disapproval. 


| shoulder gestures when ordered to put their hands in their pockets. 
Incidentally, Sonnenberg | 


Actors who resert to 


Dancing Mania. A mental disorder characterized by choromanac 
Producers who say “Let’s sign Astaire or Kelly and turn 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ into a backstage musical and hire George 
Jessel to shill for it.” 

Daymare. An anxiety seizure during waking hours. Probably de- 
rived from childhood reading of “Shoe the Wild Mare.” Producers 
who persistently bet on fillies because of the sex factor and can’t sleep 
days worrying how they finished. 

Death-Feigning. The pleasure actors derive from playing scheintod 
one day and watching their simulated agonies the next day in the pro- 
jection room. Belief of producers that no such scene can bore audi- 
ences no matter how long it’s drawn out. Cause of the counter-excla- 
mation, “Drop dead!” 

Debauchery. “Usually applied to excessive drinking; actually a psy- 
chotie symptom applicable to any moral degradation. Producers who 
continually save bad shows by patriotic pitches. 

Defense Reflex. A suddent primitive body movement elicitated from 
an unexpected stimulus. Western stars who reach for the sky when 
a champagne cork pops in a nitery. 

Deferred Characteristic. An instinct derived from inheritance but 
not manifested till.some time after birth. Barrymore babies who turn 
on their sides when a photographer comes into the nursery. 

Delirium. Actually a psychotic syndrome of short duration char- 
acterized by disorientation, illusions and hallucinations. .Common in 
actors who are signed for seven years, with options, and are dropped-at 
the first option. ‘ 

Delusion. A false belief, i.e., that a dirty bestseller can be cleaned 
up enough to make a top boxoffice grosser by a mind dirtier than the 
original author’s. 

Dementia Praecox.. A common psychosis betweén ages of 15 and 30 
characterized by introversion, repressed affects, grandiose delusions 
and hidden interest. Producers who order dirty scenes included, then 
cut from the completed picture and run them at home for other para- 
noiacs. In middle years more commonly called schizephrenia. 

Depersonalization. Loss of the feeling of personal identity. Ghost- 
writers. People who have been fingered out of the picture industry 
and have to work under the names of others with less brains but mére 
charm. Non-pro spouses of stars. 

De Discharge and rebalance of ionic layers on either 
side of a membrane. Behind the ionic curtain. 

Depth Criteria. Actors who stare past the camera at distant hills 
to indicate they are being stirred by emotions too deep for audiences 
to share. A psychotic symptom of manic depressives also. 

Dereistic. “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” as a psychiatrist views 
it. Day-dreaming. 

, Dermographia. People who get under your skin. 

Determinism. Doctrine that nothing in life is accidental, that even 





if you get hit while in a safety zone by Mad Man Muntz driving a hot 
rod, you really willed it. 

Diana Complex. Girls wishing they were boys. Often satisfied by 
Shakespeare, as in Portia in “The Merchant of Venice.” Not to be 
confused with men wanting to play “Charley's Aunt,” though I don’t 
know why not. 

Diplopia. Double vision. Common to drinkers of double-Scotche3 
and projectionists sentenced to houses specializing in double-features, 
both westerns. 

Disorientation. Inability to estimate correctly (1) time, (2) location, 
(3) persons. Almost any Hollywood dame and a date. 

Divining Rod. A magic wand, staff or rod used for indicating loca- 
tion of objects or substances. Directors who use riding crops to find 
audiences for “originals” their wives whipped up. 

Dix Dorothea. Famous in 19th century as founder of hospitals for 
mentally ill. Not to be confused with lovelorn adviser. 

Donder’s Law. Principle of visual fixation. See depth perception 
and double take. Also called the Cooper stupor. 

Double-Take. _ Harmless psychoneurotic reaction of actors who didn’t 
get it the first time. Highly amusing to audiences that did. 

Doraphobia. Morbid aversion to touching fur or hair of animals. 
See Trichophobia. Can be easily cured by urging the patient to try on 


a mink coat. 
Dromomania, Wanderlust. 


Directors who hunt out stories with 
African settings and then put in a perpetual pitch to shoot the picture 
on the exact locations. It usually has to be remade in a Hollywood 
jungle on the back lot before being fit for the shelf. ; 

Dual Personality. A condition of disordered consciousness in which 


the patient leads two lives—his own and the 4 d- 
dicted to duelling scenes. ; To ee 


Dynamic Psychology. Theory which stresses the element of energy 
as inherent in mental systems. A disease of film-salesmen which in- 


creased in 1948, as an occupational psychosis because of the Supreme 
Court decision divorcing production from theatre operations. 


Dysarthria. Imperfect pronunciation, stammering, blowing up of 
a - a as an established behavior pattern. Also called Parson's 


Dysbulia. Mental weariness. 
tention. Broadway dramatists at 
inals are being “adapted.” 


Difficulty in thinking and giving at- 
a story conference where their orig- 





papers or books, then no provision 
is; and needles, 


Dysesthesia. Diminished sensibility to pain. 


at the énd of sto Broadway dramatists 


oe Se Usually followed by sensations of pins 
( rawiing sensations, ¢sp€cially on meeting the gag- 
writers, who have been brought in to restore life to the now dead script. 








| 
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and breathtaking as THE SATURDAY EVENING POST story! 


COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 








starring 
RANDOLPH 


~ SCOT cuAPhiAN 


vin GEORGE MAGREADY - satty EILERS - coear BUCHANAN 


Screenplay by Kenneth Gamet - Adapted-from the novel “Coroner Creek” by Luke Short 


Directed by RAY ENRIGHT - Produced by HARRY JOE BROWN 


oo One of the most rugged Western dramas ever screened! 


‘ > 
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Film Execs Brush Off TV's Alleged 
B.0. Inroads as ‘Inconclusive 


“Interesting but inconclusive’— 
that’s the reaction of film industry 
toppers to results of a survey 
printed in VarteTy last week show- 
ing that television is already nick- 
ing film grosses for over $3,000,000 
annually. Film execs declared the 
findings were certainly too in- 
definite to panic the industry at | 
this time. ; 

Survey, conducted among 270} 
Long Island families by Dr. | 
Thomas E. Coffin, head of the Hof- 
stra College psychology depart-| 
ment, in association with the Foote, 
Cone & Belding ad agency, re- 
vealed a dropoff in film attendance | 
of 12 for every 100 members of | 
television families, amounting to 





| two-and-a-half times weekly 


tele figure is 28%. For those going 
“infrequently,” or about once every 
four ‘months the before tele figure 
is 3°, where the after tele figure 
is 29%. ¥ 

Even though the aumber. of peo- 
ple attending filmeries in the 
overall scene fre the same, 
the trend away from frequent at- 
tendance is seen in the decrease 
in the number of tickets actually 
sold. FC&B researchers have 
taken an average attendance Po. 
or 
the “every few days” bracket 
Taking 120 people as 57% of the 
211 families polled and multiply- 
ing that by 2% tickets bought 
weekly, the number of tickets be- 
fore television is 300. But taking 
nine people as 4% of the 211 





} 
| 


Other TV News 


Where the accent is on Pic- 
tures-Television, those stories 
are departmentalized on this 
page. 

Attention is also drawn to 
other special TV stories in the 
Radio Dept., P. 26-27. 


a 


Convention 
Theatre Ban — 
Not Legal? 


In a move that may have wide- 
spread legal ramifications for both 
the television and film industries, 
the TV broadcasters cooperating in 
the pool airings of the political 











20%. Projecting this decline to a| families polled and multiplying by |Conventions this month voted last 
national level at average boxoffice | the same 214, the number of tickets week to ban any pickup of the 


prices, Dr. Coffin declared that TV 
had cost the film industry $66,000 | 
in the week of his survey, which | 
would amount to $3,400,000 for the | 
year. 

Confronted with the reaction | 
from film execs, Dr. Coffin agreed 
that they were right in terming the | 
findings incoffelusive. While aver- | 


show what is happening at this 


| sold after television is reduced to |sion charge is to be made.” 


only 27. 





Boycott Korda Pix: 
Due to TV Sales 


(See 


lother telenision - convention story 


in the Television section, Page 
27). 

Ban immediately nips in the bud 
any plans that might have been 
contemplated by Paramount or one 
of the other film companies to 
throw convention highlights on 
their theatre screens via theatre 


time, he stuck to his guns with the 


assertion that the findings “give a} 


very rough hint as to what might 
happen.” The results represent 
“not quite a wild guess,’ he de- 
clared. 

According ‘to film spokesmen, 
the survey was not deep enough 
to get the “constant” required for 
any conelusive findings. It polled 
only 270 families for a period of 
one week, they pointed out, which 
was too minute a sample to project 


ring that the survey might eg 


to the national level. If a similar 
survey had been conducted among 
more families in TV cities through 
the country, with a followup poll | 
to .cheek the findings several | 
months later, then the results | 
might have given the industry | 
something to worry about. 
Because of the very. small 
sample, one film topper pointed | 
out, any research errors would | 
have been magnified gar out of pro- 
portion, which would negate the 
entire survey. 
Still Another Survey 


Another survey conducted by 
FC&B’s research department, | 
meanwhile, pointed up the fact 
that, among N. Y. audiences any- | 
way, families owning tele sets are | 
attending filmeries far less fre-' 
quently than they did before they 
bought the sets. Survey, conducted 
among 211 families, reveals .that | 


whereas 57% formerly attended | 


pictures “every few days,” only 


4% go that often now that they | 


have video in their homes. There’s 
been a corresponding increase in 
the number of attendees going less 
frequently, with 33% reporting 
they formerly went once a week, 
where 39% go that often after buy- 
ing sets. For those going every 
two or three weeks, the before tele 
figure was 7%, where the after 











Mono Board 





Hollywood, June 1. 


First in the expected string of 
'complaints from exhibitors against 
‘the sale to television stations of 
'24 Sir Alexander Korda oldies 
came through on the Coast last 
week, when the five-house Aca- 
demies-of-Proven-Hits chain’ de- 
clared it would boycott completely 
all Korda films. F 

Television deal was made direct- 
ly by Korda’s London Film Produc- 
tions with WPIX, the N. Y. Daily 
News’ forthcoming video outlet, ' 
which obtained exclusive TV rights 
to 24 reissues for a _ reported, 
$130,000. News, in turn, is sell-| 
ing the films to some 16 other sta- 
tions throughout the country. Ex- 


| 


television. Only step remaining 
open to them would be to send 
their own TV camera crews to 
Philadelphia to pick up the con- 
ventions. Since the camera posi- 
tions, already assigned, don’t pro- 
vide for the film companies and 
since American Telephone & Tele- 
graph has made no provision for 


|them to share in use of the coaxial 


cables between Philly and New 
York during time of the conven- 


considered extremely 
this time. 


ing any direct TV coverage is 


remote at 


Broadcasters’ move is looked on 


|in the trade as the first direct an- 
| swer to the threat that, theatre cir- 
hibition rights ta Korda reissues | Cuits, by outbidding them, might methods of exercising censorship 


SWG Sues 








a 


10 members ef the council of the 
Authors League of America. Latter 
include Oscar Hammerstein, II, 
John Hersey, Russel Crouse, Moss 
Hart, Howard Lindsay, Richard 
Rodgers and Rex Stout. 

Defendants are the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America, the Motion 
Picture Producers Assn.,_ Eric 
Johnston, president of the two or- 
ganizations, the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers, 
| plus Paramount, Metro, RKO, 
Warner Bros., 20th-Fox, Columbia 
and Universal. 

Thurman Arnold, former chief 
of the Justice Dept.’s anti-trust di- 
vision, filed the action for the 
SwaG. 





brief, it is stated: “All of the plain- 
| tiffs in this action publicly allege 
'that they are not now or never 
have been members of the Com- 
munist party. They do not, in this 
proceeding, seek to raise constitu- 
tional questions as to the right of 
Congress to inquire into their po- 
litical affiliations.” 

Guild thus makes it clear that 
| it is not fighting directly the case 
of the 10 Hollywoodites who were 
| indicted in Washington for refusal 
‘to reveal their political affiliations 
'to the Thomas committee. After 
'long wrangles within the SWG, it 
was decided that the organization 
| would fight only the general dan- 
| gers, present and future, of the 
blacklist. 





Breen Code 


Possible far-reaching effect of 
the suit is seen by attorneys in that 
it might serve to seriously weaken 
the entire Production Code Admin- 
| istration setup. Although the brief 
| asks no relief on the point, it offers 
|a lengthy outline of the workings 





tions, the possibility of their get-| of the Breen office. 


| PCA’s standard of censorship is 
imposed in a desire to placate 
special interest groups which might 


| arouse criticism, Arnold states. 
fr admits, however, that “. . . un- 
| like the present conspiracy .. . the 


are held by Film Classics, which |S¢w up rights in the future for ex- | are not via binding agreement. 


claims that the 24 sold to TV in- Clusive tele coverage of major | 


“Instead,” it’s stated, “such pic- 


cludes only those which have al-|sports and public events. Since |tures as meet the standards of ap- 


} 


least a year. He pointed out that 


grouped  to- 


| was greeted immediately by film 


FC‘has just sunk over $100,000  spokesmen_with the claim that the 
into new Technicolor prints for broadcasters were leaving them- | brief explains, to difficulties in get- 
“Drums” and “Four Feathers,” de- selves wide open to legal action ting financing and thus the pro- 
claring these wouldn’t be made under antitrust regulations. Broad-| ducers “impose strangling limita- 


available to tele stations until | 
they’d been played out as reissues 
in theatres. He conceded, how- 
ever, that FC owns neither tele | 
nor 16m rights to any Korda | 
| product. 


{ 


|clared on the Coast their inten-, 
\tion of boycotting all Korda films | 
after learning that Paramount’s | 


been the L. A. reissue outlet for . 





aceording to Nicholson, 
claimed that the chain accounted 
for 50% of the revenue of those 
films in L. A. 

| He declared that several of the 











Continued from page 5 


| pix sold to TV have not yet played 





and Norton V. Ritchey, head of the 
foreign dept. Franchise in 

are repped by Herman Rifkin, 
Howard Stubbins, Charles Trampe, 
William Hurlbut and Arthur C. 
Bromberg. 

With that setup, questions af- 
fecting relations of company to 
franchise interests frequently wind 
up in a Mexican standoff. It’s fig- 
ured that two outside directors 
would swing the weight one way 
or the other and avoid draws. 
Thought is aiso that the public, 


or at least that portion holding 
Monogram stock, should have a 


voice in internal affairs. 

Meanwhile, company reported a 
loss before taxes of $295.646 for 
the 39 weeks ended March 27. It 
compares with a profit of $414,042 
for the same stretch last year. Loss 
comes to $353,548 after 


$6,590,540 compared with $5,743 
340 during the same period of the 
previous semester. 

Operating losses, it is pointed 
out, will permit Monogram a re- 
fund on taxes paid in previous 
years due to the loss carry-back 
provision of the income tax laws. 
Amount of credit is estimated at 
some $290,000 which would cut the 
net loss to $63,548. 


taxes | 
against net profit of $260,991 in ‘47. 
Gross for 39-week stretch is up to. 


| off in the chain, which would com- 
| pletely nullify their boxoffice 
value. Aceording to Nicholson, | 
“If he (Korda) is so interested in| 
supplying pictures for television, | 
/why doesn’t he produce special 
television films as so many people | 
in Hollywood are doing?” 





: _ BUDGET FOR TELEFILMS 


BRYAN FOY EAST TO SET 
_EL’S ATOMIC WHODUNIT 


| Bryan Foy, former production 
veepee for Eagle Lion and now an | 
indie producer on the EL lot, ar- 
rives in New York tomorrow 

(Thurs.) for a series of homeoffice 
confabs. Foy will also meet with 
Norbert Gagen who wrote the 
mag article, “These Were My 
Orders,”” which the producer will | 
make a semi-documentary on the’ 
atomic bomb and counter- 
espionage work. During’ the 
week, he’ll also trek to Washington 
to huddle with the Atomic Energy 
| Commission. 

Foy trains in from _ Toronto, 
where he. looked over the Canadian 
site with reference to a film which 
he intends to shoot there. On his 
way back to the Coast, filmmaker | 


will visit both Oak Ridge, Tenn., | stations for cuffo telecasting as a/bers resign? 


_and Los Alamos, N. M., for further | 
‘data on atomic activities. i 


Broadcasters pointed out that 


‘the wording of their ban doesn’t 
Academy heads James Nicholson | apply to theatres specifically but 
and Joseph Moritz, meanwhile, de- | includes all places where “an ad- 


mission charge is to be made.” Nix 
would also be in effect, therefore, 


against any bar, tavern or other | A , \ 
KTLA (Los Angeles) would tele- public place owning a video set | collective action respecting the hir- 
vise the 24 oldies in the near that attempted to charge admission 
future. Five Academy houses have | during the high spots of the o- 
ele 
Korda pix for the last two years, | spokesman, the ban is no different 
who from the trailers run nightly over 
the majority of TV stations, which 
in effect prohibits the use of any 
TV show for other than home re- 
ception. And, according to one in-| 
stations were. 


ventions. According to a 


dustry spokesman, 
running that announcement when 


theatre tele was still only a glim- 


mer in the distant future. 


U.S. ARMY’S $250,000 





Television medium will get its 
first official Federal boost in an 
ambitious video program-on-film 
now being planned by the U. S. 
War Dept. Video is to be used in 


port to the Nation” which would 


|mirror to the public the current 


activities-of the U. S. Army. It’s 
contemplated that the program 
would be aired nationally on video 
stations scattered through the 
country. 

Several film companies have al- 
ready been approached by Army 


officials on the question of price. 
_Estimated cost of the films alone 
| would 


run into $250,000. That’s 
without payment of station time. 
Whether the Army expects to fork 
up coin tor time or put the bee on 


public service hasn't been dis- 
closed. 


‘ready been played out in theatres. |the ban, in effect, means that|peasement set by the Johnston 

According ‘to an FC spokesman, broadcasters have 
|no tele station will play any Korda gether to deny the theatres a share | sence of such a seal is an invitation 
film until it’s been in reissue at in convention coverage, the step to local groups to attack the pic- 


|office are given a seal. The ab-| 


j tare as indeéent or immoral or im- 
proper to be shown.” This leads, 


casters, on the other hand, claimed tions upon the treatment of serious 
that they own the pool and that | subjects which are today freely 


there are no antitrust regulations | presented in our best novels and | 
consequently involved. 


| stage plays.” 

Asks Permanent Injunctien 

SWG asks a permanent injunc- 
tion be granted against: 

1. MPAA, MPPA, SIMPP or 
po companies themselves meeting, 
‘communicating or otherwise taking 


ing or firing of employes; 

2. The producers taking any 
concerted action in refusing to 
buy plays, scenarios or other 
literary properties from any per- 
son because that person holds a 
membership in any particular 
| group; 
| 3. The producers resorting to 
coHective action to restrict, elim- 
inate or discourage the use of any 
type of material, subject matter or 
|characters on the basis of any so- 
|cial, economic or political criteria. 

If injunctions are not granted in 
the above matters, SWG asks as an 
alternative “that in order to deter- 
mine the nature and extent of the 
threat against the plaintiffs” in- 
'vestigation be ordered as to the 
intent and purpose of the defend- 
ants in discharging screen writers 

by collective action. This investiga- 
tion would be to learn: 

| 1. What individuals in the in- 
dustry will determine whether any 











a series of 52 10-minute pix, tele- writer is to be barred: 
cast weekly, under the tagline “Re- . 


2. How the evidence will be col- 
lected: 


3. Will writers be confronted 
with charges and by whom? 
4. Will writers be confronted 


with the witnesses against them? 

| 5. What political parties do the 
| defendants refer to as advocating 
/overthrow of the government by 
force? ' 


| 6. Does the term “groups” used | 


_by defendants include social asso- 
, Clations? 


7. What constitutes membership | 


in these “groups” and if a so-called 
un-American position is taken by 
the majority, 


8. What does advocacy of over- 
jthrow of the government by “un- 


Continued from page 4 


In a significant paragraph of the | 


must dissenting mem- would go on as usual in spite of 


Wednesday, June 2, 1948 


Producers 


constitutional and illegal” methods 
refer to? Does it mean methods 
already determined by the courts 
to be illegal or methods which may 
in the future be decided to be 
illegal? 

Brief lists at length the credits 
of each of the members of the 
SWG board. It winds up with ap- 
pendices containing the resolution 
passed by industry toppers in New 
York last Nov.'25 pledging not to 
|employ any of “The 10” until they 
|purge themselves, and excerpts 
'from the testimony before the 
| Thomas Committee last October by 
| Jack Moffitt, Jack Warner,. Johns- 
'ton, Adolph Menjou and Rupert 
Hughes. 








TA in Crackdown 
On Video Films 


Movin, into a mushrooming field 
of producers, International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employ- 
ees has launched a crackdown on 
television pix. Union is ready to 
itake all steps to assure a union 
| label on video films. 
| Due to terrific upsurge of video- 
| film production, IA has been un- 
|able to keep tabs on all 16m work. 
However, Roy Brewer, IA’s Coast 
rep, warned he’s now on the jook- 
out for use of non-unien crews in 
the nev field. Besides putting a 
crimp into processing of non- 
union made films, Brewer said IA 
| will strive to prevent the release 
of films without the IA stamp. 

Brewer said that telepix can be 
‘cheaper in the long run if IA tech- 
|nicians are used. While special 
‘rates have been allowed for some 
producers, larger. percentage, how- 
‘ever, have union crews working 
under same rates as in 35m pro- 
duction. 

Jerry Fairbanks, who recently 
|wound up a 26-week series for 
| NBC, used a union crew at an esti- 
'mated cost of $1,000 daily. Bell- 
| International reported that an JA 
| group, 22 strong, walked in and 
demanded a contract be signed, 
with talk of picket line if an agree- 
ment is not reached. B-I execs also 
stated they were forced to put on 
a second assistant cameraman by 
1A as there were only two work- 
ing. 

IA’s notice to the television field 
follows the line adopted by other 
| theatrical unions. American Fed- 
|eration of Radio Artists, American 
‘Guild of Variety Artists and 
Sereen Actors Guild have already 
|notified members not to work be- 
| low guild scales. Unions also have 
insisted that all contracts signed 
by members include a clause pro- 
viding for bargaining immediately 
upon setting up of video wage and 
| working conditions by the Asso- 


— Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
_ ica, 














Ben Fielding 


Continued from page 5 








ruling has since been upheld by 
the State Court of Appeals, which 
_okayed the license commissioner's 
| powe® to bar a film despite a state 
| license. 

| Fielding officially joined Loew's 
| yesterday (Tuesday). In announc- 
‘ing his affiliation with the com- 
/pany, Loew’s declared that his 
| duties would “involve various de- 
_partments in which his training 
,and experience in finance, eco- 
nomics and administration will be 
_ valuable.” 
| 

| 





Stern’s Estate 

| Stern left an estate of $126. 
| 667.73 when he died March 26, all 
of which goes to his widow, Helen 
W. Stern, according to an_ in- 
_heritance tax appraisal of his 
property filed in New York. 

| The property consists of cash, 
' $71,801.08; U. S. Government 
bonds, $29,866.65, and life insur- 
ance, $25,000. 





Par’s Central Division Meet 
Chicago, June 1. 
Paramount’s Central division 
sales meeting here last week took 
the keynote of Barney Balaban, 
who recently said that operations 
recent court decrees. 


No plans 


for new selling methods to comply 
‘with the decisions were discussed. 


- 
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Allied Plans to Invade St. leas 


On Big Scale; Other Xchange Items 


St. Louis. +4 





Andy Dietz, manager of Co- 
operative, buying-booking agency 
for exhibs, confirmed reports that 
Allied States is ready to launch an 
invasion of St. Louis trade terri- 
tory, long the stronghold of the 
peoven Picture Theatre Owners. 

wo weeks ago Dietz resigned as 
field man for MPTOA regional 
orgenization. 


lopped off the payroll in three 
weeks. Others were John Strauss, 
Chip Cleary and Don Boutyette. 
Further firing was indicated by B. 
B. Kahane, Columbia veepee. 





Perlman’s New Spot 
Wilmington, O. 


Harold Perlman, formerly in 





Dietz said he will organize this 
territory along the lines of the| 
Allied affiliated organizations such 
as the Rocky Mountain Independ- | 
ent Theatres. He recently re-| 
turned from a Denver pow-wow | 
where plans were made for the St. | 
Louis move. In bowing out of! 
MPTOA, Dietz has_ established | 
quarters with Screen Guild ex-| 
change and International Theatri- | 
cal Television Corp. In _ recent | 
months, Dietz closed pacts with a | 
dozen outlying film theatres to 
book and buy for them. = 





Jack Jackson Joins Sack 


Sack Amusement, indie distribu- | 
tion outfit here and in Atlanta, at- | 
tempting a buildup of foreign films | 
in its two southern exchange areas. | 
As of Monday (31) veteran distrib | 
exec Jack Jackson joined the firm | 
to assume charge of its foreign 
division. Sack long has released | 
Negro films and other indie prod- | 
uct throughout the south. 


| 
Joe Minsky’s Added Scope 
Joseph Minsky, Eagle Lion’s dis- | 
trict manager for Philadelphia, | 
Pittsburgh and Washington, is also | 
assuming supervision of EL’s| 
branches in Cincinnati and Cleve- | 
land. He’ll continue to headquar- | 





’ ter at the Philadelphia exchange. | 


Elliott’s Calgary Post 
Arthur Elliott, former salesman | 
at RKO’s Montreal branch, boosted | 
to the post of exchange manager | 

RKO’s Calgary, Canada, branch. | 


lliott succeeds Reg — 





who resigned. 





Reade’s Staff Shuffles | 
Asbury Park, N. J. 
Persoanel shuffles at Asbury | 
Park houses of Walter Reade Thea- 
tres have resulted in the switch of 
Joseph Sommers from managing 
the St. James to a similar post at 
the Paramount. He replaces Jerry | 


| gienic Productions’ 


| charge of RKO theatre advertising 


now with Hy- 
pub-ad dept. 
its 


in New Orleans, 


Company is best known for 
sexer, ‘‘Mom ’n’ Dad.” 





S. K. Barry Quits Interstate 
San Antonio. 
Sylvan K. Barry, who has been 
with Interstate Theatres for 14 
years, resigned to operate his own 
house. Barry bought Ritz, which 
has been shuttered for about four 
vears and has reopened it. 





Rosenblatt Mono’s St. Loo Mgr. 
St. Louis. 

Rubin Rosenblatt upped to St. 
Louis branch topper for Monogram 
Pictures and Allied Artists, suc- 
ceeding Barney Rosenthal, who 
died several weeks ago. Rosen- 
blatt had been a southern Illinois 
salesman for Paramount before his 
new job. 

W. L. Cates, Peoria, Ill., leased 
the Elder Building, Kinmundy, IIl., 
which he will convert into a 300- 
seater. ‘ 

Reopening of Lyric, 400-seater in 


Farina, Ill., recently damaged by | 


fire, will be delayed until air. condi- 
tioning is installed. ; 

Maurice Davis, manager of Will 
Rogers, St. Louis, has recovered 
from a major operation performed 
in Boston. 

Joseph F. Woodward installed as 
manager of St. Louis exchange for 
Eagle Lion; succeeds William Feld, 
resigned. 
Milwaukee exchange manager for 
20th-Fox. 

Maurice Schweitzer, recently re- 
signed as manager of Paramount’s 
exchange here, hosted by 150 ex- 


of fractured left foot. 





Mpls. Allied Eyes Clearance 

« Minneapolis. 
North Central Allied directors in- 
structed President Bennie Berger 


Segal who moves to the Lyric as |to appoint a committee to study 
| 


manager. William Malone remains 

at latter house as assistant man- 

ager. James Brennan, Jr., formerly 

assistant manager at the St. James, 

— into Sommers’ old spot 
ere, 


Another Col. Flack Dropped 
Hollywood. 
War between Columbia and the 
Publicists Guild increased 





Minneapolis clearance with the 
view of having it made “more rea- 
sonable” for local independent 
neighborheod and suburban houses. 
Berger said it’s obvious that not 
all Mineapolis clearance now is 
“reasonable” in the sense that the 
Supreme Court decree case deci- 
sion has ordered it to be. 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 





intensity with the discharge of 
Frank Daugherty, the fourth flack 
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circuit) has broken off negotiations 
with Ted Mann, independent cir- 
cuit owner, looking toward the pur- 
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chase of the latter's Alvin, loop 
theatre. Parties have been unable 
to agree on terms which were to 
include a trade of two Paramount 
St. Paul neighborhood houses to 
Mann for the Alvin. 


— 


Hub’s Beacon Clicks on 2d-run 

Boston. 
Beacon theatre, long dormant 
house on Tremont street is open 
again with a new schedule of sec- 
ond-runs. House, an indie owned 
by Benjamin Williams, has recently 
been playing such films as “Black 
Narcissus,” “Upturned Glass” on 
second-run with nice results. It 
will get first subsequent-run on 
“Miracle of the Bells” this week. 
Works on the 28 day clearance pol- 
icy of suburban and outlying city 








houses and recently inaugurated 
idisplay ad promotion in Hub 
| papers. 

} 





| St. Loo House Allowed to Reopen 
St. Louis 


' 
| Missouri state supreme court has | 


islammed the doors of Robin thea- 
itre, north indie nabe operated by 
Arthur F. D. Kalbfell and Marie K. 
Winderly here. It’s been shuttered 
since April 6 last year, when city 
| Officials ordered it closed because 
| the building constituted a fire 
| hazard. One crumb of satisfaction 
| Was obtained by the 
| when the high tribunal reversed a 
|lower court decision that the city 
| could demolish the building as un- 
isafe. Action of the court in deny- 
‘ing the city the right to raze the 
| building will enable the owners to 
make alterations to conform with 
safety measures. 











Theatre Freeze 


Continued from page 5 








theatres affiliated with one or more 
of the defendants. 

Big Five attorneys will oppose 
the application, at least partially, 
when it comes up for hearing late 
‘in June. Theatre freeze request 
|will probably take the greatest 





Woodward formerly was | slugging. In addition, the question | 


'of whether the vacancy in the 
| three-judge statutory court must 
'be filled before further hearings 
|will first arise. 


That spot has been open since 


iterim between the lower court’s 
‘ruling and the Supreme Court 
| modification. It is the Government 
contention that Circuit Judge Au- 
gustus Hand and District Judge 
Henry W. Goddard have the power 
to renew hearings. Defense claims 
no further proceedings are permis- 
sable without a third judge. 
‘Innocent’ Investors 

D. of J. motion will also push 
for the cross-service of new and 
modified findings within 60 days 
of the order. Included would be a 
statement by each major of their 
joint ownerships of theatres, which 
it is claimed, involves an “innocent 
investm nt” by an outsider who is 
not an actual or potential theatre 
operator. The high court held 
only this type of partnership ar- 
rangement valid because it did not 
mean a combination to cut com- 
| petition. 

Under the D. of J. application, 
majors would list name of inno- 
cent investor, address and _ busi- 
ness, if any. Within 30 days of re- 
ceipt of both the proposed find- 
ings and the list, objections could 
be filed, including those instances 
of joint ownership which the Gov- 
ernment proposes to contest. 

Order sought by the Government 
would also vacate paragraphs 5, 8 
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NATIONAL, NEW INDIE 


Hollywood, June 1. 
New indie outfit, National Pic- 
tures, Ine., headed by Lester Cut- 
Jer, moved into Motion Picture 
Center to start its first picture, 
“House of Cards,” based on a yarn 
by Clarence Budington Kelland. 
Second on the new company’s 
shooting schedule is “Hope of 
Earth,” filmjzation of a bestseller 








an by Margaret Lee Runbeck. 


and 9 of section II of the decree, 
along with paragraphs 5 and 6 of 
seetion III. Par. 5 invalidates all 
franchises; 8 covers competitive 
selling; while 9 restrains a distrib 
from arbitrarily refusing to grant 
a run. As for section III, par. 5 
refers to 95%-5% joint holdings, 
and par. 6 is the freeze on theatre 
expansion. All these provisions 


have been knocked out or changed 
by the Supreme Court ruling. 


WB-Reagan 


Continued from page 3 
production” at the time and could 


direct with Jack Warner, and was 
considerably embarrassed when he 
had to report to Guild’s Interna- 
tional Executive Board in recent 
New York sessions that Warner 
nixed the proposition, asserting 
a couldn’t be spared for a 
ay. 

Brushoff brought Guild prexy to 
a slow boil, with indications the 
pix will get the complete go-by 
from this and future ANG sessions. 
Newsmen add it up to “Well, if 
Hollywoed ‘can do without us——!” 















not be spared. Martin took it up | 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 8) 


000. Last week, “Duel ‘in Sun” 
(SRO), $18,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (2d wk). 
Strong $12,500. Last week, boff 


(Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85)—"‘Fuller Brush Man” (Col). 
Trim $17,000. Last week, “All My 
Sons” (U) (2d wk), oke $11,000. 
United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207: 55-85)—“‘Time of Life” (UA). 
| Sock $20,000 or near. Last week, 
i“Will It Happen Again” (FC) and 
i “Argyle Secrets” (FC), thin $6,000. 
Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Die Fledermaus” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Big $2,700. Last week, $2,900 
United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 





60-85)—“‘Ideal Husband” (20th) (2d | 


| wk). 
| $5,500. 
Esquire (Blumenfeld) (955; 55-85) 
| Fuller Brush Man” (Col). Smash 
$12,000. Last week, “Are You 
| With It” (U), $9,500. 
State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Los 


Sturdy $4,000. Last week, 


exhibitors | Angeles” (Rep) and “Inside Story” | (Indie) 


Fancy $9,000. Last week, 
|**Woman in White” (WB), $8,200. 


| (Rep). 





‘Bells’ Lusty $11,000 Port. 


Portland, Ore., June 1. 

| An overdose of sport and travel- 
|'ing stageshows are cutting deeply 
into downtown pix receipts this 
week. “Miracle of Bells” at Or- 
pheum and Oriental looks tops. 
“All My Sons” at Broadway also 
shapes well. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—"“All My Sons” (U) and “Where 
North Begins” (SG). Good $9,000. 
| Last week, “State of Union” (M-G) 
|and “Heart of Virginia” (Rep) (3d 
| wk) (5 days), big $6,900. 





Mayfair (Parker) (1,500: 50-85) 
|—"Ruthless” (EL) and “Adven- 
jtures Silverado” (Col) (8 days). | 
|Okay $4,000. Last week, legit 
| Show. 
| Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
| ‘Miracle of Bells” (RKO) and 


|hibs; attended on a cane because | Judge John Bright died in the in- | “Port Said” (Col), day-date with | 


|Orpheum. Fine $3,500 or near. 
Last week, “Iron Curtain” (20th) 
and “Arthur Takes Over” (20th), 
i big $4,900. 


| Orpheum (H-E) (1,750: 50-85)—| 


“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO) and 
“Port Said” (Col), also Oriental. 
Excellent $7,500. Last week, “‘Lost 
Horizon” (Col) and “Adam Had 
Four Sons” (Col) (reissues), okay 
$6,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
—‘“Iron Curtain” (20th) and “Ar- 
thur Takes Over” (20th) (2d wk). 
_ $6,000. Last week, sock $9,- 


Playhouse (H-E) (1,200: 50-85)— 
“Unconquered” (Par) and “Mr. 
Reckless” (Par) (2d wk) (m.o.) (6 
days). Trim $2,000. Last week, 


$2,900. 

nited Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 
85)—“Winter Meeting” (WB). Very 
mild $4,500, or near. Last week, 
‘B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G), okay 
$8,000 in 8 days. 





DENVER 


(Continued from page 9) 
“Mating of Millie” (Col) and “Ma- 
, donna Desert” (Rep), also Esquire. 
| Dim $9,000. Last week, “To Victor” 

(WB) and “For You I Die” (FC), 
$6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Iron 
Curtain” (20th) and “Lead Sol- 
diers” (20th) (m.o.). V@&y mild $2,- 
000. Last week, “Tarzan’s Secret 
Adventure” (M-G) and “Tarzan’s 
oS Y. Adventure” (M-G) (reissues), 


500. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)—“For- 
eign Correspondent” (Indie) and 
“Silver Queen” (Indie). Very dim 
$6,000. Last week, “Strawbe 
Roan” (Col) and “Wreck Hesperus 
(Col), thin $7,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)— 
“Lady from Shanghai” (Col) and 
“Heart of Virginia” (Rep), also 
Denver. Very slow $2,000. Last 
week, “Silver River’ (WB) and 
“Trapped by Blackie” (Col), $2,000. 


Gus Eyseell 


Continued from page 5 


tiring. Nelson A. Rockefeller, who 
was president of Rockefeller 
Center, Inc., until 1940, will resume 
' the presidency left vacant by the 
| death on May 11 of Barton P. Turn- 
| bull. 

Eyssell, 46, started in the film 
business at 16 as assistant to the 
manager of a Kansas City house. 
He later was an exec of Paramount- 
Publix and joined the exec staff of 























Holiday Hits Mpls. Bat 


‘Apache’ Bright 1636; 
‘Duel’ Not So Big 1036 


Minneapolis, June 1. 
Business has been brutal here 
and it wasn’t aided much by week- 
end Memorial Day holiday which 
drained the city of much of its 


population. Mass exodus started 
as early as last Thursday and 
reached record-breaking propor- 





tions. Such standouts as “Three 
| Daring Daughters,” “Fort Apache” 
|and “Duel in the Sun” at regular 
} admissions as well as lesser offer- 


|ings are suffering. “Duel” and 
'“Apache” look best bets. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
| “Sitting Pretty” (20th) (m.o.). Good 
| $7,000. Last week, . “Ruthless” 
| (EL), $4,000. 

Gepher (Par) (1,000; 44)-—‘‘Belle 
Starr” (20th) — (reissue). Light 
| $3,000. Last week, “Sea Spoilers” 


and “Magnificent Brute” 
+ (Indie) (reissues), $2,500. 

Lyceum (Schreiber) (1,900;° 50- 
70)—“Summer Holiday” (M-G) (2d 
| wk). Discouraging initial results 
| attending efforts to put this house 
| on map as first-runner. Nice $4,500 
| sighted following sad $4,000 first 
| week. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)— 
i“Sainted Sisters” (Par) (m.o.), 
| Grabbing tepid $4,500. Last week, 
i“Iron Curtain” (20th) (2d wk), 
light $4,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 

| “Daring Daughters” (M-G). Very 
| mild $14,000. Last week, “Sitting 
| Pretty” (20th), $12,000, 
| RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—“Fort Apache” (RKO). Big 
action picture hurt by adverse con- 
| ditions here but. still big at $16,- 
_500. Last week, “Berlin Express” 
| (RKO), $8,000. 
| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“River Lady” (U). Light $6,500 
about all. Last week, “Tarzan 
| Mermaids” (RKO), $5,000. 
_ State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘Duel 
jin Sun” (SRO). First time at 
|regular scale. Modest $10,500 is 
‘likely. Last week, “Sainted Sis- 
ters” (Par), $8,000. 

Uptewn (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th). First nabe 
| showing. Moderate $3,500. Last 
week, “Gentleman's Agreement” 
(20th), $4,000. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)— 
“Years Between” (U). Even at this 
sure-seater most British pictures 
have rough going and this no ex- 
ception. Fair $2 . Last week, 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) (3d wk), 
$1,800. 


Mono Regional in Chi 
Chicago. 

Monogram franchise holders, 
branch and district managers, held 
a two-day sales meeting here at the 
Drake hotel, May 30-31. Main topic 
- ———— was special treatment 
slated for company’s “Babe Ruth 
Story” and “Dude Gees West.” 
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Inside Stuff—Pictur 

One of the lesser touted, but most active humanitarian outfits in the 
film industry, the Volunteer Film Assn. of St. Louis, was given a two- 
column boost in the N.Y. Times Sunday (30) by Dr. Howard Rusk. Or- 
ganized in 1939 by a group of private individuals, the Volunteer Film 
Assn. has been engaged in lifting the morale of shut-ins and hospital- 
ized children and adults by the showing of motion pictures. Last year, 
1,670 screenings were given with the audience consisting of only one 
or two persons in many instances. Starting out with only a single 
projector and two films, the organization currently has 10 projectors 
and a large film library. According to Dr. Rusk, ‘one of the difficul- 
ties such organizations encounter is in obtaining a sufficient supply 
of good films, as some of the major motion picture companies are un- 
willing to release their films for such showings.” 

The Volunteer Film Assn. is currently preparing an outline of its 
experiences and suggestions as a guide for organizations in other cities 
who want to embark en similar projects. The first widespread use of 
films in hospitals was begun in military hospitals during World War 
Il with the Red Cross supplying both entertainment and educational 


films for patients. The Veterans Administration has supplied equip- 


ment for all its hospitals, and during a single month, about 10 films | 


per patient in ali hospitals are shown. Harold Russell, Academy Award 
winner in “Best Years of Our Lives,’ was selected for the role after 
appearing in a VA training film for handicapped vets. 





-Deal continues to be offered by Metro to take screen rights to the 
novel, “This Side of Innocence,” off the hands of Armand Deutsch if he 
can arrange with United Artists to release him from a commitment to 
make the film for distribution by that company. Grad Sears, UA 
prexy, is understood to want a wad of coin for letting Deutsch out of 

deal. 
wi iehts to the Taylor Caldwell novel were bought for $100,000 more 
than two years ago by. Story Productions, in which Deutsch was part- 
nered with Hal Horne and Stanley Kramer. Difficulties in whipping the 
script into shape and casting the picture held it on the shelf until 

Kramer got out of the setup and Horne later followed him. Expenses 
attaching to the picture in the meantime amounted to about $600,000. 
M-G is understood willing to pay Deutsch that much if he can clear 
it with UA. 

Deutsch is now an associate producer on the RKO lot. Kramer and 
Miss Caldwell are rooting for a deal to be made, since they hold a 
participation in the picture, which would have to be paid off by either 
Deutsch or Metro were the film to be produced. Deutsch bought Horne’s 
rights out completely when they decided to abandon their partnership. 





Although Warners play most of the Eagle Lion product in its theatre 
circuit, they won’t touch “Repeat Performance” with a 10-foot pole 
because it has Joan Leslie in it. WB and actress are still at odds 
over recent court decision which Warners won and star is contesting. 
As a result picture, which also features Louis Hayward and Richard 
Basehart, has been gathering dust on the E-L exchange shelves. It 
was, that is, until last week when James Hendel, E-L. manager in 
Pittsburgh, closed a deal with a nabe house, the Beacon, in Squirrel 
Hill, to plat it first-run providing theatre gave “Repeat” a full week’s 
un. Management agreed and cofitfatt Was signed for pic to go into 
Beacon week of June 16. ‘ 


Selmick’s No-Fan Mag 
Trailerizes ‘Blandings’ 


Selznick studio this week issued 
the first edition of its own fan mag, 
Close-Up. According to flack chief 
Paul MacNamara, it is proposed to 
get it out “from time to time and 
perhaps, eventually, on a regular 
basis.” 

Slick-paper 64-page mag (in a 
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photo and most 


ta 
ww 


ried on at a slow pace in Holly- 
. . | 
Of Andy Smith Dinner! 
y | Metro during June and July, start- 
MacNamara. There’s also a _ pos- 
reported to Skouras at the Andy | titled. 
ing the first five months this year 
| “Blandings.” Mag also carries ads month. 


5 Production Stepped U 
a Up 
At Most Hollywood Studi 
+ Hollywood, June 1, 
20th’s General Upbeat Summer production, usually car- 
wood, will be stepped up by most 
(Sales and Prod.) Theme of the major lots, with programs 
| running well into autumn. 
Life format) is going to be sold Four pictures go into work at 
in theatres in advance of showing re “dag! 
of Selznick’s “Mr. Blandings Builds | ,). nUDS uP the tise in film rent-| ing with “The Bribe.” Others are 
His Dream House,” according to | holders 1 ed to 20th-Fox , stock-| “Little Women,” “Take Me Out to 
; é se, 4 | holders recently by prexy Spyros/the Ball Game” and a Judy Gar- 
| Skouras, 20th division managers | jand-Fred Astaire musical. still un- 
| sibility, he said, of its being offered bad , 
| for sale on newsstands. bese Bee gw a ee Seven pictures are currently in 
tia ot the ay (20) night that their branches | wor, at Warners, with two biggies, 
ze have rolled up more revenue dur- “Happy Times” and “The Fountain- 
| pictures and text inside concerns head” slated start late this 
| | than during the first six months in|} ee wc . 
| for ‘other Selznick films and for | 1947. At the same time, they re-| , ; . 
| RKO’s “Fort Apache,” plus an edi- | vealed that more theatres in June! F On the summer eh ue at 20the 
|would be playing 20th product ; Fox are The Fan,” “Sweet Sue, 


torial by Ted Gamble, president of 


Theatre Owners of America, giving |than in any previous month in the ne roe, woh ay a Wives and 
a list of films from other studios | company’s history. | VERE SVOEy Semeny. : 
In addition to Every Girl 


;}Should Be Married,” currently in 
|work, RKO will start “Baltimore 


to which, he says, exhibs and pub- 
lic can look forward. 


Dinner was tendered Smith at 
the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., by the 





Carrying industry public rela- | division managers to celebrate his | Escapade,” “Bed of Roses” and 
tions cudgels, Gamble has also put | first anniversary as sales chief. In | “Interference.” 
| his name to an article in the mag | 2 wire from the Coast, production | Similar activity for June and 
| defending “Hollywood Opulence.” | chief Darryl F. Zanuck compli-| yyjy has been announced at Par- 


| Unsigned piece labeled “Hollywood | mented Smith on his sales record, 
After Dark” likewise subtly pushes | declaring that the studio is pre- 
industry public relations, promot- | pared to maintain its present pro- 
|ing the idea that the film capital | duction schedule on the basis of 
|isn’t the big, bad city it’s painted. | 20th’s sales. He revealed that all 
pictures scheduled for release dur- | | 
ing the remainder of the year have | 


|!amount, Columbia, Universal-Inter- 
national and Republic. 


Rank’s Woolf 


Continued from page 5 




















. . been completed with the excep- | f= Pee CS: Tale aay 
Serkowich’s Pic Bally tion of “Yellow Sky,” ‘which rolls | 15% on geo wee ag ages = 
Universal has retained the re-|this week. In addition, both| their own bailiwick, according to 





|cently organized firm of Benjamin | “Snake Pit” and “That Wonderful Pee nasil se ng raphe —— we 
'H. Serkowich Associates to direct | Urge,” although not earmarked for|..-)«: dimen = 
: ? : F $eq : isaid, “probably because there are 
a special promotion campaign for | release until 1949, have been fin- | more mediocre films lately.” Public 
the forthcoming Monty Shaff-/ished. Zanuck said that seven |;, growing tired of Wan “ack of 
{Frank P. Rosenberg production | more films for ’49 release would | murder pix recently hitting the 
| “Man Eaters of Kumaon.” Serko-| roll at the 20th lot within the next theatres and are going in heavily 
wich will build bally for key-city | two months. for comedies and musicals. 
| openings of “Man Eaters” with the! Skouras served as toastmaster| Woolf, in the U.S. on a short 
|aid of a special field staff. Film is| at the dinner, introing various| visit. shoved off this week with 
|set to hit first-runs around July 1. company execs who lauded Smith | William A. Scully, Universal’s dis- 
Serkowich was most recently | for his first-year’s efforts. About| tribution veepee, for a tour of U’s 
'with Columbia as ad-pub chief.! 120 attended. Division sales chiefs|exchanges. He headed first for 
|Special type of promotional activ- | returned to their headquarters over|Canada and then will swing 
| ity planned for U’s pic is one of | the weekend to launch the Andy | through the midwest. GFD topper 
|the phases of Serkowich’s new in-|Smith anniversary month sales|wants to quiz both exchange man- 
dustry consultants and. public rela- drive, scheduled for May 30-June | agers and salesmen on how British 
tions firm. 6. films are going in the U. S. 























| Better Pix 


Continued from page 3 =e 
firmed the downish trend, Rodgers 
declared that biz “is not seriously 
off, from a rentals standpoint.” 

Chief optimistic note at this time 
- was voiced by one affiliated cir- 
cuit topper, who averred that his 
company’s receipts were already 
starting to climb: While conceding 
that biz is off from 10-12% over 
this period in 1947, he declared 
that the worst spell was felt early 
in May. He attributed the sharp 
slump then to the usual nick in the 
boxoffice taken by the first rainy 
weather of the season. 

Other Competition 

Majority of the industry spokes- 
men attributed the offish theatre 
grosses to the increasing competi- 
tion for the public’s dollar. This 
competition holds not only for the 
amusement business, in which 
summer sports are hurting, but to 
practically every field, since many 
manufacturers have only recently 
been able to throw on the market 
in quantities the products that were 
held up during the war. Higher 
cost of living, which hit a new peak 
during the last several months, is 
also considered an important con- 
tributing factor, with the white 
collar worker especially hard hit 
in this connection because of his 
fixed salary. 

As always, however, bad weather 
is making itself felt. Broadway 
houses, for example, are suffering 

- their worst biz since the war’s end 
and mast of this is blamed on the 
heavy rainfall which hit New York 
during the last month. Besides 
keeping suburbanites at home, the 
near-record fall also cut into the 
number of tourists that usually 
visit Broadway in the spring, there- 
by nicking the Main Stem deluxers 
for heavy slumps in biz. 

One factor that’s figured to con- 
tribute to the anticipated rise in 
biz is the recent reduction in Fed- 
eral income taxes. This gift from 
the Government is expected to re- 
act especially favorably among the 
aforementioned white  collarites, 
who will have that much more to 
spend on amusements. And, with 
the new blood being injected into 
most companies by the promise of 
top-quality product coming up, in- 














‘‘My Beauty Facials leave skin 
softer, smoother, - 
















says lovely Merle Oberon 


Here’s a proved complexion care! In re- 
cent Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin spe- 
cialists, actually 3 out of 4 complexions 
became lovelier in a short time! 

“Smooth the fragrant lather well in,” 
says Merle Oberon. “Rinse with warm 
water, then cold. As you pat gently with 
a soft towel to dry, skin takes on fresh 
new beauty!” Don’t let neglect rob you 
of romance. Take Hollywood’s tip! 
€ 53 








dustry Officials. remain optimistic 
that better biz is in the offing. | 
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Giveaway Panic Stirs Alarm in Face Of 
NAB’s ‘Thou Shalt Net Buy Listeners 


There’s speculation, in the wake ¢— 


of adoption of the new NAB code 
of practices, that the networks, 
who plumped so high-mindedly for 
the document, may be the first to 
have one of its clauses thrown at 
them. The clause is paragraph one 
under the heading of “Contests” 


and denounces programs designed 


to “buy” audiences. 
In the view of some industry 
observers, the nets ‘with the pos- 


sible excepiion of NBC) right off | 


the bat are ignoring the code 
through their multiple airing of 
quiz shows whose main attraction 
is their stockpiles of giveaways. Se 
long as the prizes were doled out 
to studio participants, it’s felt, the 
quiz stanzas, if not actually enter- 
taining, were guilty at least of 
nothing worse than peddling a vi- 
carious thrill to listeners, who 
could imagine themselves in the 
shoes of winning contestants, tot- 
ing off truckloads of loot. 

But now, these critics argue, the 
listener himself has been rung in, 
by long-distance phone or by being 
invited to mail in questions, an- 
swers, solutions to riddles, etc., 
ard his ineentive for tuning in 
largely hinges on his hope of cop- 
ping some of the booty. 

The networks, naturally, aren't 
without an answer, albeit one obvi- 
eusly wide oven to debate. The 
giveaway shows, the webs flatly 
ecntend, are primarily (under- 
lined) entertainment, because the 
quizzes give listeners a chance to 
test their general store of knowl- 
edge or to play a game. 

Actually the code neither pro- 
hibits nor vigorously condemns 
buying audiences, but merely looks 
down .its nese at them. The clause 
in question reads: “Any broadcast- 
ing designed to ‘buy’ the radio 
audience, by requiring it to listen 
in hope of reward, rather than for 
the quality of entertainment, 
should be avoided.” 

This paragraph, the critics beef, 
is a prize example of the gen- 
erally watered-down, “should be” 
and “ought not” consistency of the 
code. Fcr the networks, code or no 
code, manifestly aren’t going to 
“avoid” cashing in, to the limit, so 
long as their Bank Night lasts. 








° ’ , 
Sinatra Set for ’48-’49 
Hollywood, June 1. 
American Tobacco picked up the | 
‘tab for ‘Frank Sinatra Thursday | 
'(27) for another season on the | 
| Lucky- Strike “‘Hit Parade.” 
| The Voice’s current pact runs 
out Sept. 28. Deal was set by 
Carrying a background of de- 


‘BBD & O. 
| 
| os | 
e 
| Wanteg. | 
partment store advertising and 


: free lance national scripting inte 
] S ormats his job, Wager is a member of 
KLZ’s top writing staff. 


KLZ, DENVER. 











KLZ SCRIPT CHIEF 


ELLIOT WAGER 








In their scramble to climb, 


abroad the giveaway gravywagon, e 
| the networks aren't bothering their | 
| heads too much about such matters ii ers 


| as copying each other’s formats— | 


_and even title ideas. A lot of | e 
| exec head-wagging is going ca, 
| particularly, over the latest de- | or e 


i velopment in what seems to be} 


| shaping into an ABC-CBS race to | ° 
| knock off spomsers who'll go for a | 
| fling at giveaway bankrolling. Agency Stalemate 


Having whipped up a “Stop the | 


Music” sequence called ‘Sing It | Following the failure of the 


| with still another cash-offer stanza. tle differences between the Radio 
closely resembling a recently an- | Writers Guild and the ad agencies, 
nounced, upcoming ABC show. | relations between the two groups 
CBS’ is called “Who-Dun-It?”; | are now completely disrupted. 
ABC’s is “Who Did It?” (Cueing a | With no overt move indicated by 
crack by one observer that some | either side toward getting together, 


It?” and peddle it to Procter & for a strike some time in Septem- 
Gamble.) Both stanzas are mystery ber. 
dramas and pay off listeners, called The meetings were held by the 
via long distance, for guessing | Gevernment conciliator with the 
clues and identifying the culprit. | admen and Guilders. At the first, 
Both of the shows borrow a | the principal issue was outlined— 
formula tried out. last year on | the refusal of the agency-sponser 
Mutual in a show titled “Calling | "epresentatives to agree to a bar- 
All Detectives.” That show, in- | aining until setup as a prelimi- 
cidentally, was nixed after a short | "ary to negotiations. The concilia- 
run because of a flaw in concept | tor thereupon recessed the confabs 
which, one MBS exec chuckles, | 4nd advised the admen to try to 
ABC and CBS “will find out about | Work out some bargaining unit set- 
soon enough.” /up that would be acceptable to 


Again,” CBS now has come forth | U. S. Conciliation Service to set- | 


web ought to cook up a “Who Duz | the Guild is proceeding with plans | 


The phone-a-listener device, re- 
vived from -“Pot o’ Gold” days, 
was recently annexed by ABC’s 
“Break the Bank,” adding that 





Mutual ‘in & Out’ 


On Interlochen 


NBC wasn’t the only major net- 
work caught in the middle of an 
embarrassing slipup last week. But 
the Congressional storm over 
NBC’s shortwave gab took most of 
the play away from Mutual’s fiub 
in booking Joseph Maddy’s Nation- 
al Music Camp concerts for a six- 
broadcast spread. 

Mutual didn’t mind losing the 
spotlight. The web never had any 
intention whatever of “defying” 
James Caesar Petrillo, whose 
American Federation of Musicians 
hes had Maddy’s_ Interlochen, 
Mich., under a broadcast ban for 
six years. The web, which on May 
21 booked Maddy’s series for Mon- 
days, 10:30-11 p.m., July 5 through 
Aug. 16, four days later quietly 
issued a cancellation order. 

The booking, according to net 
prexy Edgar Kobak, grew out of 
a Mutual exec’s misunderstanding 
of Petrille’s recent easing of the 
union’s curbs on school musicians. 
When Macdy jumped into print 
across the country with the trium- 
phant comment that he was “glad 
Mutual gives more importance to 
the law than to the dictates of 
Petrillo,” the web woke up to the 
fact that the Interlochen maestro 
was still on AFM’s “unfair” list, 
oe lost no time yanking the book- 


Simultaneously, the net snapped 
a hot wire at Maddy informing him 
the web wasn't going to be dragged 
into his personal feud with Pe- 
trillo. 

The other nets are keeping 
hands off Interlochen, too. 





Weenolsen’s S&4M Exit 

Robert Weenolsen, radio director 
of the Sherman & Marquette 
agency, has resigned effective 
June 30. 

He was formerly an executive in 
the radio department 6f Young & 
Rubicam and before that was a 
producer with ABC, 


shew to a new special category of 
the giveaway-quiz field which al- 
ready has such entries as ABC’s 
“Stop the Music.” CBS’ “Try and 
Stop Me” and Mutual’s “Meet Your 
Lucky Partners.” 

Aside from the phone angle and 
the mountainous proportions of 
jackpots on current “dish night” 
shows, most of them, however, are 
only variations on such oldies as 
“Dr. 1Q” and “Prof. Quiz.” In- 
cluded in this garden-variety give- 
away bracket are .such latecomers 
as Mutual's “Take a Number” and 
“True or False,’ ABC’s “Geo for a 
House,” and CBS’ “Everybody 
Wins” and “Strike It Rich.” 

As for titles, latter CBS show Is 
almost certain to be confused with 
a “Get Rich Quick” cross-the- 
board idea prepped by ABC as pos- 
sible replacement for Paul White- 
man’s disk show. 

Mutual gandered a “Stop the 
Clock” sequence, but probably 
won't book it—not because of its 
title resemblance to ABC’s Sunday 





similarity to “‘Take a Number.” 

But general network resistance 
to sameness of format has probably 
hit an all-time low. 


ABC STILL UNDECIDED 
ON WHITEMAN DISKER 


With less than a month to go 
before the washup of current back- 





the-board disk jockey show, ABC is 
still undecided on plans for plug- 
ging the 3:30-4:30 p.m. strip. It 
develops now, however, that 


nighter, but because of format | 


rolling of Paul Whiteman’s cross- | 


them, as a basis for further media- | 


| tion. 
| At the second meeting the ad | 
group, with Leonard Bush | 
(Compton agency) as chief 


| spokesman, reiterated that they 
had no suggestions as to an accept- 
|able bargaining unit or basis of 
| negotiations. 

/conciliator indicating willingness 
_to call another meeting in case 
|either group should modify its 
present position. 

Meanwhile, the Guild has writ- 
ten to ali the agencies active in 
radio, outlining the present sit- 
uation, explaining the Guiid stand 
and inquiring if each agency would 
be willing to negotiate separately 
or concurs with the general agency 
policy. Concurrently, the Guild’s 
strategy committee is now actively 
working out strike plans. The or- 
ganization’s constitution has al- 
ready been amended to permit a 
strike call by a two-thirds majority 
of the ballots polled, rather than 
| two-thirds of the eligible vote. 


Stevens’ ‘Hour’ Bowout 
Cued to Prudential 
Dramatic Show Yen 


Prudential is giving up not only 
Rise Stevens, but the entire musi- 
cal format of its CBS “Family 
Hour,” starting next fall, in favor 
of a dramatic show to originate 
, from Hollywood with different film 
| stars featured each Sunday. Title, 
/not as yet definite, may be “Fam- 
ily Hour of Players.” 

Benton & Bowles veepee Walter 
| Craig scotched the report from the 
'Coast last week that Miss Stevens 
‘is ankling the show rather than 
jake a pay cut. No question of pay 











The session there- | 
upon ended, with the Government | 


“Second Honeymoon,” an audience was involved, he said. Rather, the 
participationer popular on Newark | sponsor felt that the time had come 
indie WAAT, is a contender for 30 to switch to a format which could 
minutes of the hour segment. | pay off better in the Hoopers than 


Mutual is known also to have 
gandered that show. 

ABC’ers haven't given up en- 
tirely the hope of snagging renewed 
bankrolling for the Whiteman 
stanza, pointing out that it has re- 
cently gained a little Hooper 
ground in the face of generally 
lowering ratings. However, the 
web also is showcasing an hour- 
long “Get Rich Quick” idea, just 
in case sponsors might be more in- 
terested in a giveaway show. 





| was possible for a musical. 

Miss Stevens appreciates the 
reasons for the formula switch, 
| Craig said, and there’s been no 
friction between her and the bank- 
roller and agency. In fact, the 
B & B exec disclosed he has de- 
signed a show especially for her, 
called “Rise Stevens” Notebook,” 
which her husband and Manager, 
Walter Surovy, will showcase for 
fall sponsorship. An audition of 
the stanza will be cut shortly. 





Nation's Pedagogs 


Hop on NBC's 


Projected College-via-Kilocycles 


,’ 





Met Life Wants News 


Young & Rubicam was inquiring 
among station reps last week about 
news program availabilities in 
various markets in behalf of Met- 
| ropolitan Life Insurance. 

It's an expansion of a schedule 
ithat’s been in operation for some 
| time. 








Hubbard Re Radio: 


‘Honeymoon Over 


Minneapolis, June 1. 
Stanley E. Hubbard, owner of 
KSTP, was speaker at regional 
meeting of AFRA, although his 
station personnel are not members 
of the group. 
| Regarding their membership in 





AFRA, Hubbard said, “It’s up te 

the boys.” 

affiliate. 
Speaking off the cuff, Hubbard 


His staff voted not to 


began to talk about “radio on the | 


farm,” but 
| listeners demanded 
about radio.” 


changed tack when 
“let's talk 


Minneapolis, then said, “as far as 


wages are cencerned, the honey- | 


moon is over. When wages in- 


| crease costs, advertising rates must 


also be increased. 

“Those who made a killing in 
radio,” he said, “are now out of 
it. Those who now own stations, 
at higher prices, are finding it dif- 
| ficult to get a return on their in- 
vestment. 

“The element of business hazard 
now must be considered. Nobody 





properly make claim on 


profits.” 


LOST’ LOSES OUT WITH 


_ BOSCO DUE TO RATING 


The Bosco Co. has cancelled 
|‘“Land of the Lost,” which spans 
the 11:30-noon period on ABC 
Saturdays, effective June 26. Rea- 


any 





son for quitting is strictly the rat- 
ing. It has to compete with 
“Junior Miss’ (CBS), which has 


been averaging 6, and Ed. McCon- 
nell (NBC), which has drawn an 
average five, while ‘‘Lost” has 
fluctuated around two. 

Earlier in the season CBS had 
offered to cut down on the mini 
mum stations requirement if Bosee 
would move the show over to that 
network’s Sat. a.m. schedule but 
the account elected to stay pat, 
figuring it had a strong preceeder 
in the Abbott & Costell kid show. 


‘Highways in Melody’ 
In Fall Switch to ABC? 


There’s a strong possibility 
NBC's oldest continuous client, 
Cities Service, will shift its “High- 
a in Melody” show to ABC this 

While nobody's talking openly 
about it yet, it’s known that NBC 
execs have been gently pressuring 
the gasoline outfit to pep up its 
Friday night stanza, feeling being 
that it occupies a segment which 
ought to pull a much better 
Hooper. A little high-octane pro- 
gramming would give “Highways” 
more than its current 4.8, it’s felt. 

Cities Service summer show, 
“Show Band of America,” tees off 
this week (4). It might replace 
“Highways” as the fall stanza. 

ABC has offered the gas and oil 
company several different time 
periods. 








Edward J. De Gray is checking 
out as assistant general manager 
of WBT, Charlotte, and secretary- 
treasurer of the Jefferson Standard 
Broadcasting Co., which operates 
the station, to return to New York 
and CBS as assistant to J. Kelly 
Smith, veepee over station admin- 
istration. He'll succeed William 
Hylan, who transferred a month 
ago to television sales. 

De Gray first joined CBS in 1937 
as an accountant. He moved to 


WBT while it was still a Columbia- 
owned station. 





He discussed history of radio in | 


who doesn’t share in the risk can | 


E.J. De Gray Back to N.Y. 


* ~The professors are all excited 


|about NBC’s college-via-radio pro- 
/posal, as defined in Variety three 
|weeks ago. The web has received 


la flurry of “tell us ali about it” in- 


,quiries {rom _ universities and 
others. One result may be launch- 
‘ing of a “eontrolled experiment” 
as early as this summer in cooper- 
,ation with the University of Louis- 
| ville. 

It now develops also that 
of NBC’s concept of the project 
ealls for non-commercial educa- 
tional stations possibly being per- 
mitted to repeat the web's “Univer- 
sity of the Air” broadcasts under 
certain restrictions yet to be de- 
fined. 

As a result of the inquiries, 
Sterling Fisher, NBC public affairs 
and education director, has mapped 
out a July tour to discuss the 
home-study blueprint with leading 
schools which have expressed in- 
'terest in exploring the idea. Those 
he expects at this time to visit in- 
'elude Purdue Univ., the Univ. of 
Indiana, Univ. of Wisconsin, Boston 
| Univ, and the Univ. of Louisville. 

Louisville’s Mayor Charles P. 
Farnsley, however, can’t wait until 
| July. As a former trustee of U. of 
L., working with prexy John W. 
Taylor, he’s been advocating such a 
project locally for months. In fact, 
he almest had one started last fall. 
|Actual classroom lectures were 
transcribed for airing on FM sta- 
tion WRXW. Shortly before the 
project was to start, the university 
took it to another station because 
of greater power. There it died. 

When Mayor Farnsley saw the 
recent VARIETY story, according to 
the Louisville Courier-Journal, he 
| yelled: “Get me that man long dis- 
tance!” On the phone, he assured 
Fisher that Louisville had the 
money and _-— already - set-up 
machinery to put the NBC plan 
, into immediate operation. “You 
said you planned a ‘controlled ex- 
periment, didn’t you?” Farnsley 
said. “Well, we're ready to roll, 
(Continued on page 33) 


Hub’s FM Battle 
On Double Airings 


Boston, June 1. 


With virtually all Hub stations 
now beaming all programs AM and 
/FM simultaneously, WBZ and 
| WBZA are beginning to feel the 
| result of the Westinghouse ruling 
| prohibiting any of its six stations 
from picking up FM from the NBC 
net. Both sides are prepping for a 
showdown. 


Squabble between Westinghouse 
and NBC springs from the fact the 
fermer will not accept the latter's 
policy that net outlets can’t pick 
and choose for FM airing but have 
|to use everything or nothing. 
| Westinghouse maintains this is a 
, Violation of the FCC ruling that a 
bee ean't dictate policy to its out- 
| lets. 


Result is that Westinghouse is 
getting hit hard in N. E., where a 
large majority of stations announce 
their FM call with every station 
break. All Mutual-Yankee net sta- 
tions do this, as does WHDH, At- 
lantie sports net key station, and 
plenty of indies, including WBMS, 
Hub classical music outlet. 

WBZ, however, is forced by its 
policy to stay with the old style 
double airings, running FM only 
seven hours a day and then mostly 
with transcriptions and news. The 
Westinghouse stations want to pick 
up FM on such musical programs 
as the Telephone Hour, etc., but 
retain their 30% local time for 
themselves. Net insists on a full 
18-hour broadcasting day for simu)- 
taneous AM and FM, but won't 
allow a pick and choose policy on 
the part of its outlets. 


Drake Show Auditioned 


New dramatic show, “The Wan- 
derer,” packaged by Charles Lewin 
and the Wm. Morris agency, was 
auditioned last night (Tues.) in 
N. Y. for ABC network. It'll be an 
offshoot approach to famous stories, 
with a loose format to permit for 
musical interpretation as well. Al- 
fred Drake will star. 


part 


' 

















Plan is to use Broadway talent in 
supporting roles. 
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SPONSORS TELL OFF AGENCIES — 





Varsity Drag 


Bunch of Colbee Restaurant masterminds last week hashed over 
latest exec switchings in the N.Y. CBS program dept. They kidded 
about who's who in a lineup that changes faster than the Notre 
Dame backfield. As a gag a football team was drawn up: 


William 8S. Paley, quarterback 
Frank Stanton, roving center 


William Fineshriber, full 


back 


Hubbell Robinson, right half 
Davidson Taylor, left half 
Irving Mansfield, left end 


Robert Heller, right end 


Goodman Ace, right tackie 


Lester Gottlieb, left tack 


le 


James Seward, right guard 


Zack Becker, left guard 


Arthur Godfrey, Alma Mater. 











— 

Godfrey Runs into Sponsor Trouble 
. °_° competitive era, as far as they’re | 
QOS | their network programming on a/|§s 





For the second time in recent+¢ 
weeks Arthur Godfrey appears to | 
be running into sponsor trouble be- 
cause of his and CBS’ bid to wrap | 
up additional commercial time for 
him. 

It develops that negotiations | 
have been under way for National | 
Biscuit Co. and Goldseed Co. | 
(Glass Wax) to pick up the tab for | 
a morning half-hour of Godfrey. | 
That would be in addition to the | 
11-11:30 cross-the-board morning | 
show which Chesterfield already | 
sponsors. The ciggie company re- | 
portedly can’t see eye to eye with | 
the network on plans for expanding | 
its No. 1 personality, figuring that | 
with the kind of coin it’s plunkimg | 
down for Godfrey, it’s entitled to | 
his a.m. services on an exclusive 
basis, even though there are no} 
rival products involved. 

Similar situation cropped up a. 
couple months back when CBS was | 
all set to spring Godfrey into a | 
new half-hour nighttime segment, | 
but Lipton Tea, which sponsors the | 
high-rated ‘Talent Scouts” Monday 
nights, put up a squawk and the 
deal fell through. 

National Biscuit. Co. is left | 
dangling somewhere in midair over ; 
the CBS stalemate. Client is drop- | 
ping the Paul Whiteman afternoon | 
ABC show and was negotiating for 
a new stanza on ABC when the 
CBS-Godfrey overtures cropped up, 
leaving ABC out in the cold again. 

It’s estimated Godfrey pockets 
in excess of $400,000 a year on his 
Lipton Tea and Chesterfield spon- 
sorships. 


NBC Night Roster 
Gets a Facelift 


NBC's nighttime programming 
roster gets a full-fledged facelift in 
the fall, in the wake of a multiple 
sequencing of cancellations and 
shifts. If the succession of check- 
erboard moves goes through as 
blueprinted, it will mean salvaging 
“Ford Theatre” with its $2,000,000 
billings, staving off the proposed 
cancellation because of the client’s 
inability to move the show from 
Sunday afternoon into a nighttime 
segment. 

Here's how the proposed setup 
shapes up: 

With Raleigh dropping Red Skel- 
ton, the ciggie outfit will move its 

People Are Funny” show from 


(Continued on page 34) 


NEW FORMAT DUE 
WHILE THERE’S HOPE 


In the face of declining Hoopers 
this season which has found his 
Tuesday night NBC show barely 
Crashing the Top 10 ranks, Bob 
Hope is reported prepping a com- 
plete new format for his 1948-'49 
Pepsodent ride. 

Hope, in the postwar years, has 
adhered pretty closely to the same 
formula that found his program 
practically entrenched in the No. 
; Hooper slot during the war, but 
increasing trade and lay comment 
1aS supported the view that it’s 


time Hope abandoned the format 
tor something new. 











NAB Code: Chapter I 


What some agencies will 
find themselves up- against 
when the NAB code goes into 
effect was illustrated by a deal 
that one of them handling a 
weight-reducing account tried 
to make last week. After find- 
ing out from a station rep that 
a 50-kilowatter on his list was 
agreeable to taking the busi- 
ness, the agency ordered an 
early a.m. 10-minute strip and 
sent over the copy. 

The commercial ran 1,200 
words. The rep advised the 
agency that the new code lim- 
ited the blurbing to two min- 


utes and 10 seconds, or 315 
words, for a 10-minute pro- 
gram. The agency rejoined 


that it couldn't tell the sales 
story in that few words and 
withdrew the order. 











Ed Byron Preps 


Action in De Soto s 
Nixing of ‘Wells 


Latest murmur encasing an indie 
producer's peeve against a network 
which has been going the rounds 
of the ad agencies the past week 
involves the cancellation by De- 
Soto of Ed Byron's “The Adven- 
tures of Christopher Wells” and 
the sale by CBS to the same ac- 
count of the giveaway quizer, 
“Catch Me If You Can.” Byron ad- 
mitted yesterday (Tuesday) that he 
had been conferring with his law- 
yer, Howard Reinheimer, about the 
matter, but said he was under 
wraps until his counsel decided 
what action was to be taken and 
what was to be said. 

As the murmur goes, CBS re- 
acted to a complaint by DeSoto 
several months ago about the rat- 
ing of “Wells” by doing a Stan- 
ton-Lazarsfeld test on one of the 
latter’s installments and showing 
the analysis to the account. Byron 
countered by engaging Horace 
Schwerin to do a test of the same 
program and Schwerin is supposed 
to have come up with results com- 
pletely opposite to the S-L finding. 

The sequel, as imparted by the 
murmur, was that when CBS put 
together its Sunday night quiz, 
“Catch Me,” it included a DeSoto 
car as one of the giveaways, and 
that the gesture had its purported 
effect on Byron's client and a sale 
was made. 

Postscript to the murmur: Rein- 
heimer was considering directing a 
protest to the FCC. 





Ed Murrow’s Album 


Edward R. Murrow will do a 
series of reminiscences of his ex- 
periences and observations as a 
war correspondent, as an album 
for Columbia records. 

The pieces will all be new, with 
no dub-ins from his overseas 
broadcasts. 


| Rayve 





UNREST CAUSES 
HEADS 10 ROLL 


Sponsor unrest has hit a new sea- 





son’s high, Bankrollers are doing 


the Hooper payoffs. 
Many an agency is on the spot. | 
The multiple activity in senna 
weeks resulting in accounts going | 
to rival agencies and exodus of key 


agency personnel is directly at-! 
tributed in most cases to client | 
beefs. 


Lots of bankrollers are demand- | 
ing a new deal for next season, | 
with a “deliver—or else” ulti-| 
matum to agencies. It’s strictly a! 





| dollar-for-dollar return basis. 

Bowout of such stalwarts as_ 
|Mann Holiner from Lennen & 
| Mitchell, despite the fact that he 
| had a big piece of the business, is | 
|seen stemming from Old Gold's | 
} unhappy experience with its high- 
budgeted ($17,500) i 


! CBS musical, | 
which fades this season. Similarly, | 
|the flock of Ruthrauff & Ryan de- | 


| partures, including Sam Pierce, its 


Coast radio veepee; Pete Barnum, | 
co-director of the R & R radio! 
dept. in New York, and Knowles | 
Entrikin, script supervisor, can be | 
laid at various ‘doors, including sag | 
in billings and the “retiring of the | 
Auto-Life account because of man- 
euvering wrapping up the “Sus-| 
pense” show. 
Comings and Goings 

The past few weeks has seen th 
and -Hedy Wave accounts | 
move from Roche, Williams & | 
Cleary and be divided up between | 
J. Walter Thompson and Needham, | 
Louis & Brorby; N. W. Ayer scram | 
the Rexall account in protest over | 
the Jimmy Durante blackout and 
methods employed in grabbing off | 
the Phil Harris-Alice Faye show | 
from Fitch; the axing of “Waltz 
Time” by Sterling Drugs (a $1,000,- 
000 dent in NBC billings); Listerine 
dropping Abe Burrows for bud- 
getary reasons; DeSota dealers 
scratching “Christopher Wells” be- 
cause of poor ratings and buying 
the CBS giveaway, “Catch Me If 
You Can”; Sealtest calling it quits 
on Jack Carson in favor of a more 
moderately-budgeted show; Nox- 
zema washing up “Mayor of the 
Town” and turning in the ABC 
time because of unsettled condi- 
tions. 


Mrs. Paley Due 
On CBS Board: 


Mrs. Barbara Cushing Paley, | 


wife of William S. Paley, CBS) 
board chairman, is reported set for 
a place on the CBS directorate, and | 
it’s been indicated that she may | 
project herself as a big wheel in 
programming affairs at 485 Madi- 
son avenue, N. Y. 

Paley, it’s said, has been saving | 
a spot on the board for her as a) 








plenty of yapping, unhappy sal 





How Hooper Rates Em 


(June 1) 
PP. 0 eae 21.0 
Walter Winchell........ 20.8 
Radio Theatre . 19.3 
My Friend Irma......... 18.1 
Fibber & Molly......... 17.9 
Anes W BREE is cs 17.7 
Charlie McCarthy....... 17.4 
Oe | eee 16.9 
Fred Allen 5 s-cchiel eee 
Truth or Consequences... 15.9 
Bandwagon >» SS 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts. 15.8 
Music Hall > ae 
Red Skelton.. 13.2 
Bing Crosby.. 12.8 








CBS Hits Jackpot; 
It’s 1-2-3 for Lax, 
Godfrey and ‘Irma’ 


Lever Bros.’ Monday night CBS 
“Lux Theatre’—Godfrey “Talent 
Seouts”—“My Friend Irma” two- 


Monday 
April. 

Sock payoff of the combo set a 
flock of firsts, set some industry 
quarters back on their heel, and 
touched off anew—in the light of 
parallel Hoopers—the perennial 
debate over  who’s-rating-do-ya- 
read, and why? It's the first time, 
in the Nielsen stakes, that one 
bankrolier’s stable of shows has 
copped win-place-and-show. It’s 
the first time CBS has had all the 
winners. It’s the first time NBC 
hasn’t been in the money. And 
it’s the first time two house-built 
shows (“Irma and “Scouts”) have 
cashed in. 

Godfrey, whose - Chesterfield 
stint has been in and out of Niel- 
sen’s No. 1 daytime spot (cur- 
rently fifth), closed from sixth to 
take the runnerup bracket behind 
“Lux theatre” in the evening list, 
while “Irma” jumped to third from 
14th. 

Fred Allen, meantime, fell back 
from fifth to 13th, and Bob Hope 
from seventh to 21st. 

Walter Winchell, however, is 
moving up. Always well up front 
in the Hoopers, he hasn’t fared as 
well in Nielsen's index (apparently 
due to less pull in rural areas than 


(Continued on page 35) 


Toni Cancelling Out 
On ABC ‘B’fast Club’ 
. Chicago, June 1. 
Toni Co. drops out as bankroller 





CBS Program Shifts Linked To 
‘Agency’ vs. ‘Network’ Situation? 
Heller Upped to Web's No. 2 Spot 


* In the latest of a succession of 
executive realignments in the CBS 
program department, Robert P. 
Heller, chief of the network's 
widely-kudosed Documentary Unit, 
has been appointed to the post of 
executive producer as the No. 2 
programming man. He succeeds 
Harry Ackerman, who takes over 
‘Ernie Martin’s job as CBS’ top 
program man on the Coast. 

The latest shift has cued specu- 
lation in New York radio circles on 
the significance of the realign- 
ment. Dopesters wondered if the 
series of transfers should be in- 
terpreted as simply results of 
Mariin resigning his Hollywood 
program directorship or whether 
the steps taken by board chair- 
‘man William S. Paley meant more. 

One line of talk played up the 
effect on the “agency” versus “net- 
work” situation within CBS. Trans- 
fer to the west of Ackerman only 
five months after he jeined CBS 
in the specially-ereated job as 
executive producer and inheritance 
of that plum by Heller, a CBS old- 
| timer, was commented upon. It 
| was known that this meant a nota- 
| ble and-deserving promotion for 
Heller, who has been chief of the 
Documentary Unit for two years 
and before that for five years a 
staff producer. Heller is also con- 


| hour sequence crashed through the | Sidered a protege of the program 
| Nielsen Index for a 1-2-3 sweep of | 9¢Partment’s 8 
«| the top brackets of rating released | William Fineshriber. 
(31) for the last half of | 


general manager, 


Heller now ranks as second in 
command in programming under 
Hubbell Robinson. Against this 
meaningful fact, that dopesters 
pointed to growing importance of 
Hollywood as a sustaining origi- 
nation point and took the recent 
shift there of Ackerman and Guy 
della Cioppa as first and second 
in command as strengthening the 
Coast, not mecessarily weakening 
the “agency” group of executives 
of which Ackerman, from Young 
Rubicam, was a key figure. 


In view of HeHer’s added respon- 
sibilities it’s considered a foregone 
conclusion that he'll step out as 
chief of the Documentary Unit, 
which will probably be master- 
minded by the Dave Taylor-Geraid 
Maulsby Public Affairs Dept. un- 
til such time that a successor is 
named. 


Les Renewal 
Balks A&A Deal 


Any chance of Music Corp. of 
America being able to deliver 
Amos ’n’ Andy to a new client be- 
fore the end of the 1948-49 season 
has been dissipated by Lever Bros.’ 
action in picking up its option on 
the final lap of the blackface 
team’s radio services. As Barry 
Ryan, Ruthrauff & Ryan _ prez, 
summed up the situation yesterday 
(Tues.), Lever has elected to go 
through with its rights under the 








Class B director and in view of her | of the first quarter-hour of “Break- 
fashion magazine background, it’s | fast Club” June 25, two days after 
expected that she'll take an active ;|Don McNeill marks his 15th anni 





contract and Amos ’n’ Andy are 
(Continued on page 34) 


MORGAN RENEWAL BY 
RAYVE SEEN IN DOUBT . 


Henry Morgan’s renewal by 














hand in the network’s TV pro- as emcee of the ABC show. Hair- 
eral months ago. black and white. Twenty-two net 
programs per week currently carry 
| 10 A ghs Toni time, but the offer was nixed 
because of product conflict with 
Chicago, June 1. {Sidelines that limits the field of 
“Meet the Meeks,” Saturday | Potential bankrollers. 
door against studio audiences. expanding its time. 
Situation comedy airer has been 
wrong places but fail to come |“Give and Take” quiz on CBS 
through with payoff laughs. All of | Saturday matinees. 


gramming. waver is paring down the radio 
the Toni tag. 

In Wrong Places; ‘Meeks’ 'Swift & Co. Meat-packing firm, 
morning NBC series labeled by | Philco, sponsor of B.C.’s final 15 
drawing pewsful of double-cros- Toni Renews ‘Give & Take’ 
which has thrown off the actors and| New 13-week cycle takes effect 





Rayve shampoo (now owned by 
Lever Bros.) appears in doubt. 
Deadline for notification of ABC 
that his show is being picked up 
for the iall or canceled is tomor- 
row (Thurs.) at 5 p.m. Up to yes- 
terday (Tues.) the network had 
heard no word from Needham, 
Louis & Brorby, which took over 
the account a couple of weeks aga 
from the Roche, Williams & Cleary 
agency. 

Morgan is scheduled to exit the 
airwaves for the summer on June 
24. It had been expected that a 
sponscred summer replacement 
would be set, but none is known 





Mrs. Paley became a mother sev- | budget to offset added outlays for 

ABC already has had a bid for 

Orders Doors Be Bolted i2<0"ciut “has a heavy array of 

Swift & Co., hereafter will bolt the minutes, has shown no interest in 

sing smallfry who yock. at the Toni, Inc., has renewed for the 
bewildered the scripter. June 25. 


to have been signed. a 





sg 


sy 








RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 2, 19438 





Major 


Showdown for AFRA Control 


Is Due in Next Week's Elections 


The major showdown for control 
of the American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists, both nationally and in 
the New York local, will take place 
next week. It will be 2 two-fold 
struggle, consisting of elections of 
national board members and dele- 
gates to the national convention. 
In addition, a number of proposed 
local constitutional amendments 
will be up for referendum. 

The opposing forces, at least in 
New York, will again be The In- 
dependent, a loosely-knit mod- 
erate liberal group, and the Artists 
Committee, the well-organized con- 
servative faction. The former now 
control the New York chapter, 
having swept the local election last 
November. However, the Artists 
Committee is still in the saddle 





a 
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‘GREENHORN’ TEES OFF 
CANADIAN MUSICALS 


Toronto, June 1. 

Teeing off four original one-hour 
musical comedies for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., “The Gallant 
Greenhorn” will replace Andrew 
Allan’s “Stage 48” Sunday (6) at 
10 p.m., EDT. The series will be 
carried by the trans-Canada net- 
work of the CBC. 

Dealing with the early Canadian 
| west, the music and lyrics of “Gal- 
j} lant Greenhorn” are by Ray Darby 
'and Morris Surdin; book by Harry 
| Boyle and Kimball Mcliroy, To- 
jronto' writers. Other musical 





Farmer Bromfield Sought 


There’s a lot of pioneering 
spirit going on in connection 
with the “RFD America” farm 
quiz show which moves into 
the Sunday 2 p.m. slot on NBC 
starting next Sunday (6). 

With Ed. Bottcher, a real 
down-to-earth farmer with no 
previous radio experience, set 
to take over the emcee role, 
Lou Cowan, who owns the 
package, is now planning to 
pact Louis Bromfield to alter- 
nate on emceeing the program. 

Bromfield, who parlays writ- 
ing with farming, will also be 
new to radio. 


Duplication Of f 
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~ Pro Names Nixed 








~ From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Won't be any immediate replacement of Martin Jones as radio direc- 
tor at Buchanan. Bill Smith, media buyer, is in charge meantime... 
Shutter Candy is ducking off ABC for the summer, but will revive 
“David Harding” Sept. 2....Mitchell Grayson took over directorial 
chores Monday (31) on CBS’ “Big Sister,” succeeding Ted Huston, who 
went to McCann-Erickson to produce the Swift tele show... James M. 
Seward, CBS veepee in charge of operation, has been out the past two 
weeks with jaundice. ...Nash-Kelvinator toying with, the tab on that 
8:15 segment of “Stop the Music”....John B. Kennedy being pacted 
by Serutan to sub two months for Victor Lindlahr on Mutual. 

Nelson Case will narrate “Criminal Casebook,” which preems tomor- 
row night (Thurs.) on ABC. He and his wife, actress Nondas Metcalf, 
are concentrating on keeping their three cats from killing their new pet 





+444 


squirrel Sylvia Berger scripted the Armstrong “Theatre” show Sat- 
urday (29), the “Eternal Light” stanza Sunday (30) and is adapting Sid- 
ney Howard’s “The Late Christopher Bean” for an undated “Ford The- 
|atre” airing Lucille Wall, completely recovered from skull fracture, 


due back this week from California vacation to resume leads on “Portia 


A rule forbidding duplication of | Faces Life” and “Lorenza Jones” daytimers. 


nationally, with an overwhelming |eomedies in the series include “The | professional names of radio per- 
voting edge in the national board, | Rookie,” dealing with a baseball | formers, recommended by the last 


both in its New York representa- 
tion and because of its alliance 
with the conservatives in the Los 
Angeles chapter. 

The New York elections for rep- 
resentat “es to the national board 
and delegates to the national con- 
vention will follow a local mem- 
bership meeting June 10 at the 
Capitol hotel, N.Y. The deadline 
for mailed ballots will be June 15. 
Nine representatives on the na- 
tional board and 104 delegates to 
the annual convention are to be 
elected. 

Eighteen candidates (a-19th has 
withdrawn) have been nominated 
for the nine national board posts 
(under the AFRA system of nomi- 
nation by petition of 20 members 
in good standing, rather than by 
nominating committee selection of 
an official slate). Deadline~ for 
nominations for delegates to the 
convention was yesterday (Tues.), 
and the list of nominees will prob- 
ably be announced today (Wed.). 

Independent Nominees 

The Independent nominees are 
Nelson Case, Ben Grauer, Eugene 
Lowenthal, John Neher, /Ted Os- 
born, Virginia Payne (incumbent), 
Kenneth Roberts (incumbent) and 
Karl. Swenson. The Artists Com- 


mittee candidates are Kenneth 
Banghart, Alan Bunce _ (incum- 
bent), Clayton Collyer (incum- 
bent), Vinton Hayworth, House 


Jameson, Gene Rayburn, Sydney 


, background; “The Fever and the 
| Glory,” a story of prospectors and 
;Canadian bush pilots. All are 
Darby - Surdin - Boyle-Mcllroy col- 
'laborations and will be CBC-pro- 


| 


| duced in Toronto by Esse Ljungh. 
| Report is that “Gallant Green- 
|horn” will be made as a film in 
|Canada this summer by Beacon 
| Film Productions, this reputedly 
the first time that a musical com- 
edy, written especially for radio, 
has been chosen for film produc- 
tion. 


NBC to Find Out 
Who Uses Radio 


NBC is completing an unprece- 
dented survey, conducted for the 
web by a commercial analysis firm 
at “considerable” cost, tabulating 
Zeneral information about some 
400 organizations in the U. S. which 
have occasion from time to time to 
make use of radio. Overall ob- 
jective is to pave the way for im- 
proved public service programming 
by eliminating, as much as possible, 
| the bane of having to slap on the 
air programs of no general inter- 
est in response to 11-hour organ- 
izational demands. 








| Henceforth, 
‘will be subject to revocation 
;case the new applicant is discov- 


j 


national convention of the Ameri- 
‘ean Federation of Radio Artists, 
|has been adopted by the union’s 
inational board. Other talent 
|groups, notably Equity and Screen 
| Actors Guild, have similar regula- 


| tions. 





| The new ruling stipulates that | 
i|new members ‘may not use the | 
same professional name as any | 
present AFRA member, but it 
‘would not apply to any existing 
/name duplications among members. 


member admissions 
in 


ered to have the same professional 
name as an incumbent member. In 
all cases the new member would 
be the one required to+*make the 
change. 





Hub One of Heaviest 
Populated Radio Towns 
In U.S., with 10th Station 





Boston, June 1. 
New station is due to hit the air 
une 13 in Brookline, Hub suburb 
almost completely surrounded by 
the city. Station is WVOM, a 5,000 
watter on the top of the dial at 





ee ne Ae ene a heli 


a Fin 





Smith, Margaret Speaks (incum- 
bent), and Ned Wever- (incum- 
bent). Running as an unaffiliated 
candidate is®Minerva Pious (in- 


(Continued on page 34) 


Broadcasters Guild, New 
ET Group, Setting Shows 











With Top Coast Talent 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Country’s top local radio talent 
is being raided by Broadcasters’ 
Guild, local electrical transcription 
outfit, with the aid of C. E. 
Hooper. Campaign, laid out along 
the lines of W. R. Hearst’s old- 
tims swoops on ace newspaper tal- 
ent for his own stable, gives talent 
national exploitation. 

Hooper was signed last week to 
make a study of the five highest- 
rated locally produced shows in 10 
“Hooper cities.” They include 
newscasts, quiz and audience-par- 
ticipation shows, and local musical 
layouts with an audience-building 
gimmick. 

Following the study, Guild will 
negotiate with program originators 
for scripts or production manuals 
of the shows. Idea is to secure for 
transcriptions a group of proven 
radio properties that are now the 


(Continued on page 33) 


ABC Nabs Another 





Newcomer—Fruehauf | 


ABC’s flair for selling news 
shows to network newcomers 
(Brotherhood of Railway Train- 
men, Tucker Corp., etc.) paid off 
again last week in thé pacting of 
Fruehauf Trailers to bankroll a 15- | 
minute weekly commentary by | 
Harrison Wood on 75 stations for 
52 weeks. Stanza preems June 20 
in the 3 p.m. Sunday slot being va- 
cated by ‘Lassie,’ which Red 
Heart dog food is moving to NBC. 

Wood, who’s been on a Miami 
station since last December, is an 
ex-newspaper and radio foreign 
correspondent. He’s _ currently 
penning a book titled “Stalin— 
Man of Masks.” 

Show was placed via Zimmer- 


WWJ Sunday (30) with a program 
of adventure for youngsters based 
on science and the classics. 


1600 ke., and the first New England 
airer to operate on a 24-hour a day 
policy. 

Although designed to blanket the 
rich Brookline - Newton - Wellesley 
suburbs, the indie will make the 
10th important addition to Boston’s 
radio dials, others being WEEI 
(CBS), WHDH, WORL, WBZ 
(NBC), WLAW (ABC), WBMS, 
WCOP (ABC), WNAC (MUTUAL) 
and WMEX, thus making the city 
one of the heaviest populated ra- 
dio towns as well as the top news- 
paper town—nine dailies. 


Indie, which indicates it’s got 
good net prospects, lists as prexy 
John C. Pappas, judge in the Glou- 
cester court and board chairman of 
Suffolk Downs. Max Hoffman, of 
Doubleware Overalls, is treasurer; 
Ben Bartzoff, v.p. and general man- 
ager. Other officials are Rubin 
Morrison of Morrison and Schiff; 
Abraham Weisberg, biz manager of 
the Jewish Advocate; and Saul 
Gurvitz, assistant attorney general 
of Massachusetts. 

Staff of 35 so far includes Ken 
Wheeler, former Yankee net pro- 
gram manager in same capacity; 
Fred Cusick, former WCOP an- 
nouncer on sports; Gretchen Mer- 
rill, national amateur skating 
champ on women’s stuff; Olive 
Haines, former WEEI on house- 
hold, and Steve Alison, former 
WLAW disk jock, in a similar spot. 


“Joan Davis Negotiating 
For Return to Sealtest 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Joan Davis is negotiating for the 
Sealtest spot most recently held 
by Jack Carson and previous to 
that by herself. 

Comedienne, whose cooperative 
program over CBS proved 4 flop 
this year, is being.offered by Wil- 
liam Morris Agency for something 
much less than her previous set- 
up, a fabulous deal that included 
complete say over scripts. 


Program veepee Ken Dyke set 
up the survey last October. Result 
is that the web’s public affairs and 
education department, headed by 
Sterling Fisher, has been provided 
with a card index of the officers, 
convention and conference sched- 
ules, objectives and special projects 
of virtually every national organ- 
ization of any consequence. 

First instance of the advan- 
tageous use to which the_ info 
was put was demonstrated re- 
cently. Anticipating several weeks 
ago that the Portland, Ore., 
convention on this date of the Gen- 
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs 
would call for a network pickup, 
NBC went to the organization with 
a suggestion that a special pro- 
gram be arranged. It turned out 
to be an interview with one of the 
convention speakers, Dr. Stephen 
Penrose, prexy of the American 
Univ. at Bierut, Lebanon, regard- 
ing the current headline situation 
in the Middle East. 


New CBS Show Stops 
Amsterdam on. ‘Stop Me’ 


Morey Amsterdam will have to 

vacate his spot on “Stop Me If 
You’ve Heard This,” after all. He’d 
hoped to stay with the Mutual 
show after he tees off his new co- 
op stanza on CBS next month. But 
it would mean a time switch for 
“Stop Me,” since its Saturday 
night spot immediately precedes 
the CBS segment Amsterdam will 
occupy, and Mutual has decided to 
stand pat. . 
Presumably, although there’s no 
time conflict, the comic also will 
depart “Stop Me’s” Friday night 
tele session on NBC. Other regu- 
lars in the show’s panel are Cal 
Tinney, Lew Lehr and Roger 
Bower. 


Toby David Back on WWJ 
Detroit. June 1. 
Toby David, former platter 
spinner, returned to the air over 

















New York—Lee Cooley, video 
director for McCann-Erickson, left 
for Hollywood Friday (28) and will 


He has approval of church, board | be gone until June i5. It’s mainly 














Keller agency, Detroit. 


of education and police officials. 


iin quest of film product. 





They’re wondering around Mutual how much air attention the locale 
of the Zale-Graziano fight will get on the Ballantine-bankrolled pickup 
next Wed. (9)—setting being Ruppert Stadium ...Don Gillis, NBC 
composer and production director, hops down to Texas Christian Univ. 
(where he formerly taught) next Sunday (6) to hear an entire concert of 
his music and accept a doctor of music degree... .It’s a baby boy, Mark 
Robert, for the Sid Eigeses, born Friday (28) morning at Lying-In Hos- 
pital. Weighed in at 8% lbs....-Mary Martha Briney, soprano on 
“Your Song and Mine,” commuting from her Pittsburgh home each 
week for the air stint Akiba Emanuel, actor-artist-husband of Doro- 
thy Collins, NBC fashion editor, opens his fourth one-man show at the 
Artists’ Gallery, 57th street, Saturday (5)....Not generally known that 
Fletcher Markel’s given name is William. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Loren Rowell back at Young & Rubicam after talking things over 
with his Bireley’s account bosses in Texas... .Ben Duffy, BBD&O prexy, 
in to address Southern California chapter of the Four A’s at the Bilt- 
more... Hollywood Ad Club’s new officers are Burt Oliver of F-C-B, 
prexy; Ernie Belt and Homer Boelter, veepees; Helen Murray Wall, 
secretary, and C. P. McGregor, treasurer. Tom Lewis, retiring prexy, 
was gifted with a leather traveling case, and Danny Thomas entertained 
at the installation....Crew Chiefs Quartet signed as supporting lineup 
with Ray Noble’s orch and Ilene Woods on National Dairy’s summer 
replacement for Jack Carson, July 15 through Sept. 9....Chartoc- 
Colman’s “Bulldog Drummond” started a 26-week ride on KECA Sat 
urday nights for Thrifty Drugs....Corny Jackson to San Francisco 
to attend unveiling of the 1949 Ford, which J Walter Thompson Agency 
is staging for dealers from 11 western states....Don Barr and Walter 
Bunker dished out $25 government bonds to Y&R’s Hollywood staffers 
—the agency’s anni gift....Bev Palmer resigned as head engineer for 
ABC Coast division, reportedly over differences of opinion with web 
toppers on operations....Evelyn Knight planes to New York June 9 
for a spot of air with Jack Smith. ...Don Sharpe packaging “Simon 
Lash,” to star Sonny Tufts... Lew Frost, acting head of NBC-Coast, to 
Missoula, Mont., June 4, for Pacific Coast Intercollegiate Conference 


huddles.... Milt Samuel to New York for annual session at Y&R home- 
office. ...Chet Brouwer of N. W. Ayer to Honolulu on three-week vaca- 
tion....Roger Price, Sid Fields, Johnny Murray and Leonard Stern 


hitching their wagons to a couple of stars who were once scripters like 
themselves—i.e., Ed Gardner and Abe Burrows—in Sy Fischer’s “‘Com- 
edy Writers’ Show,” which goes into ABC’s Wednesday night lineup 
June 9. They toil regularly for Bob Hope, Eddie Cantor, Red Skelton 
and Abbott and Costello. 

Rudy Vallee is sending out an SOS for members of the DeForest 
club, composed of radioites with 20 years or more in the racket, to 
start attending Tuesday night meetings or call the whole thing off.... 
Bill Gargan and Ted Hediger, his radio scripter, to New York to tub- 
thump for Eronel Productions’ “The Argyle Secrets.” Gargan’s air- 
ee “Ross Dolan, Detective,’ will emanate from the east for two 
weeks. 


IN WASHINGTON... . 


Nate Rudick, Manhattan radio and promotion man, in town last week 
to produce new leg in the “Labor Speaks” series....Ed Hart, indie 
radio productions, en route to Los Angeles to prep for second 26-week 
series of Marine Corps recruiting shows....Ben Strouse, WWDC man- 
ager, first radio man to head the Washington Ad club as result of 
balloting last week....Acting boss of the Senate Commerce Committee, 
Senator Charles Tobey recessing his probe of RCA for a 12-day honey- 
moon with his ex-school teacher bride... .Evelyn Freyman, radio actress 
and part owner of Olney theatre, reelected prexy of the local AFRA. . 
Radio Manufacturers Ass’n announcing annual convention June 14-17 
at Chicago....NAB and RMA joint winners of the American Public 
Relations Ass'n trophy for radio-tele achievement. ...Commentator 
Drew Pearson named “father of the year” by the same outfit... .George 
Hartford leaving WINX for sales staff of WTOP but to work for the 
same boss, once FCC approves WINX’s 55% purchase of the CBS 
outlet....Local gagsters saying Post had to buy WTOP to get a decent 
ball team, CBS has won all and WINX lost ‘all games to date in the 
all-radio handicap league here.... Board of Trade sponsoring National 
Symphony concerts on WTOP, starting July 4....WTOP’s Hazel Markel 
launching new “People In Town” interview stanza, 3:55-4 p.m., Tues. 
and Thurs., preeming June 3....WTC’s director of women’s activities 
Nancy Osgood assigned to NBC television staff covering the major 
political conventions. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Singer Bob Morris, last heard in the Blackamoor Room at Miami 
Beach, now on WBBM’s staff... Lucille Whittal off on leave of ab- 
sence after 21 years as secretary to Ralph Atlass, mgr. of WIND.... 
South Suburban Broadcasting Co. has FCC-applied for operation of a 
new FM’er in suburban Blue Island. ...Warren Middleton rejoins WLS 
promotion, following a year as salesman-announcer at KTUC.... Jean 
Lewis added to Mutual’s flack section... Jack Owens, “Breakfast Club” 
cruising crooner, has inked a song writing contract with Bregman, 
Vocco & Conn....Commentator Alex Dreier kudosed by Sigma Delta 
Chi for “distinguished service in American journalism”....Cole Mill- 
ing Co. renewing “Ernie Lee’s Omega Show” on 60 Mutual stations, 
starting Sept. 26.... Wilford Lahman, NBC engineer since 1933, leav- 
ing to join Peerless Level and Tool Co. as a veepee....WMAQ has 
hired a helicopter for traffic observation on Memorial Day, July 4 and 
Labor Day. Idea is to advise homeward-bound motorists on highway 
congestion and the best routes....Lorenzen & Thompson resigning as 
rep of WXGI....Roy Fisher, 22-year-old pedagog of Nathalie, Va., 
named Best Teacher of ’48 in the “Quiz Kids” contest....Harvey 
Struthers, formerly of WCCO, has signed on with CBS Radio Sales... . 
Bev Dean, WBBM producer, set as instructor of scripting and produc- 
tion at the five-day Northern Baptist Radio Workshop, Green Lake, 
Wis... . -Hoberg Paper Mills bankrolling an 11-station test of new chirp 
commercials by the Honey Dreamers. Panny 
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Ready for the $2,600,000 Kill 


Both CBS and NBC are pretty well resigned to the fact that 
State Dept.’s parceling out to them of shortwave broadcasting has 
come to an end. Contracts come up for renewal on June 30 and 
it’s considered a foregone conclusion that, in the wake ef the 
current full-blown investigation of the NBC shows beamed to South 
America, Congress won’t hold still for any further appropriations. 

Both NBC and CBS receive $1,300,000 a year for taking over the 
shortwave broadcast assignments, with two-thirds of that earmarked 
for programming and the remainder for facilities 

Actually, the networks are much less disturbed about losing the 
assignment as they are over “Congress going after radio,’ as one 
web official put it. The webs made no money out of taking over 
“Voice of America,” since it entailed expanded personnel, facili- 
ties and actually pouring their own coin in the venture. What they 
resent most is the fact that they took it on as a patriotic gesture 
and Congress is now licking its chops for the kill. 


‘VOICE’. TRAMPLE 








COP Hunger for Job Feedbag Likely To 
Cue Abbreviated Tenure for Hennoc 


Washington, June l. + 
It looks as if the Federal Com- | 
munications Commission’s first 
femme member will have to settle 
for a six-months’ interim appoint- 
ment pending outcome of the po- 
litical campaign in November. 
Sen. Robert A. Taft’s Republican 
Policy Committee is reported to 
have passed the word around to ! } 
Senate committees last Saturday shows come -east their script- 
(29) to block confirmation of Presi- ers can’t slip through gags 
dent Truman’s nominees and leave axed in Hollywood. 
the door open for the G.O.P: to put They try, it has been found. 
its men in top government posts | 


janis 'as'a eputenew Sore CBC in Middle 
As R.&R. Scrams 


Auto-Lite Acct. 


to be satisfied with an abbreviated 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency has 


tenure at the radio agency. 
resigned the Auto-Lite account, 





What Traffic Will Bear 

There’s an L.A.-to-N.Y. traf- 
fic in gags deleted from NBC 
comedy shows. 

Once a month the web’s 
Coast censors bundle up the 
blue-penciled quips and ship 
them to N.Y.—so that when 








The GOP ukase will hit court 
and other Demo nominations be- 
low the cabinet level. Move fol- 
lows Senate Commerce Committee 
action last week naming a three- 
man subcommittee to consider the 
Hennock appointment. Group in- 
cludes Sen. Owen Brewster (R., 
Maine), chairman, Homer Cape- 
hart (R., Ind.) and Edwin Johnson 





ANGRY SOLONS 





Washington, June 

Slash in the $27,000,000 pending 
appropriation for the State Dept.’s 
| entire overseas information pro- 
|} gram next year appears in the 
|cards, as the “Voice of America” 
continues to take it on the chin on 
| three fronts 
| angry House and Senate solons run 
| the gamut of complete silencing of 
the “Voice” to temporary suspen- 
| sion of all overseas propaganda ef- 
|forts and/or confining govern- 
ment’s shortwave output entirely 
to news and commentaries. 
| The storm is still raging full 
| blast on Capitol Hill against the 
| ill-fated “Know Your America” 
series which NBC produced and 
eamed to Latin America. Three 
Senate committees vied for the 
privilege of lambasting the “Voice” 
program and at least two House 
committees, appropriations and ex- 
penditures) also wanted in on the 
act. Biggest investigatory splurge 
in recent Congressional history 
reached its climax last. Friday (26) 
when President Truman chimed in 
with a “‘me toa’ announcement of a 
White House probe. 


Two committees —a joint Sen- 
at Expenditures Foreign Rela- 
tions subcommittee and a House 
Expenditurees subcommittee — 
competed for witnesses today. (1) 
with simultaneous hearings on the 
Latin-American debacle. Sen. 
Homer Capehart (R., Ind.), who of- 
fered the first resolution to probe 
the broadcasts, would have liked 
his commerce committee to walk 
off with the plum. 

The House took the play away 
from its Senatorial colleagues by 
grabbing the headlines with the 
| first hearing last Friday. Headed 
by Rep. Edgar Chenoweth, (R., 
Col.), the solons made it crystal 
clear “there’s* gonna be some 
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Ed Borroff Resigns ABC Chi Post, 
Questions Status vs. Accomplishment 


¢ Ed 





Borroff, v.p. in charge of 
| ABC’s midwest headquarters in 
Chicago. has resigned, effective 
June 15. Borroff- had for seme 
time been disturbed over what he 
thought a disparity between the 
sales record of his division and the 
administrative importance ac- 
corded his job and what brought 
his dissatisfaction to a head were 
some salary figures contained in 
an ABC prospectus issued in con- 
| nection with the network’s refinan- 
| cing plans. The data showed what 
| some of the other ABC v.p.’s were 
| getting. 

| Borroff’s alliance with radio 
| dates back to the late 20’s when he 
| worked as a salesman for KYW, 
| Chicago. He joined NBC in 1930 
and was a sales exec with the red 
(now NBC) link when he was put 
in charge of the Blue Network’s 
; (now ABC) Chi division in 1942. 


P&G's ‘Riley’ Renewal 


Procter & Gamble has picked up 
the option on NBC's “Life of 
Riley” show for another 54 weeks 
starting Aug. 28. 

Irving Brecher, head of Brecher 
Production on the Coast, scripts 
and owns the airer. 





‘Voice to Invite 
Package Firms To 
Compete With Nets 





Washington, June 1. 


| Probable pattern for “Voice of ° * 
| America” shortwave programming | rig ey il 
| 
jnext year, as disclosed today (1) | ? 
| by Assistant Secretary of State 
| George V. Allen, opens the door To N) lt Out 
for any radio packaging outfit or 
|recording company to compete 
| with the networks in contracting 
|to produce entertainment airers. | ,: Med ; 
| Allen, appearing before a joint Chelate Dar tie bine ee 
Sane esemcteees earn! Re° | for the first time in the history of 
mitted the’ State Department bit |{Me, business, the two webs wil 
off more than it could chew in ; . 
| programming last year. In new | eae _ x. Wrigley Ge ee 
| contracts upcoming for next year, | +5 close with CBS a deal for the 4 
| Allen indicated State would make | 4, ¢ oa aeedtehe ick. then res “oe 
caput prepare, all mews and | days, which is directly opposite to 
| aetiehey tance 2 - t 4d voi the stretch that Elgin Watch has 
| tess Rosman ee ee roe contracted on NBC for its peren- 
| The major block of feature and jnial Thanksgiving-Christmas 


: | splurge. 
|entertainment programs would be By this move CBS escapes being 


frozen out of an extraordinary con- 


NBC and CBS will engage in an 
unusual battle for audience atten- 











These licensees would record the 


(D., Col.). 
expected to follow the Republican 
Policy Committee’s injunction to 
let the nomination die with this 
Congress. 

However, both FCC’ers and Com- 
merce Committee members _indi- 
ated over the weekend they are 
y no means unhappy over Tru- 
man’s selection of the energetic 
and attractive Miss Hennock. She 
will be on the FCC bench for the 
September hearing on ultra-high 
frequency tele and may participate 
in all radio decisions on which 


‘representing more than $1,000,000 
The GOP members are |T@Presenting more $ 


\in radio billings alone. R. & R. 


'scrammed the account under cir- 
{cumstances which found CBS in 
the middle of an embarrassing 
situation as the result of Auto- 
Lite buying the CBS-packaged 
“Suspense” show as replacement 
for Dick Haymes. 

Royce Martin, prexy of Auto- 
Lite, has long subscribed to the 
philosophy that an agency should 
not be paid a commission on a 
show bought outside the agency. 


changes made. stanzas, then ship them to State 
Swift Development |for audition. Once cleared,. the 

These were the developments at ®.t.’s could be aired by networks 
the House Expenditures sessions: or by the State Dept. itself. In 
1. The solons argued yariously | either case, State would retain e.t. 
to shift “Voices” operation to rights and would get more tread 


(Continued on page 30) out of the platters by ; shipping 
them overseas for local airing. 
Proposal opens the way for such 
e ° P outfits as World Wide Broadcast- 
Kirby-Harris Book Gives ing, Frederic Ziv and Lou Cowan 
’ ° * to bid for certain contracts. 
Radio’s Wartime Contrib charies R. Denny, Jr, 


NBC counsel, hailed the proposed 











clave that it had held exclusively 
|for over 10 years under Elgin’s 
| sponsorship. The deal, handled by 


| Leslie Atlass, CBS’ midwest v.p., 


and a close friend of the gum mag- 
nate, involves an _ expenditure 
around $100,000 for the two days, 
$54,000 for broadcast facilities and 
the rest for talent. Elgin’s show 
bill averaged $20,000 per holiday. 

Just which of the Wrigley agen- 





chief | 


cies will do the booking of the tal- 
ent has not been disclosed, but 
'the chances are that the assign- 
|ment will be turned over to Ruth- 





R. & R. couldn't see it that way. 
oral argument has not been held 
prior to June 30. in the trade represented CBS 

Meanwhile, Richard Hull, man-|board chairman William S. Paley 





ager of WOI, Des Moines and prexy |as having made the “Suspense” | 


of the National Assn. of Edu- 
cational Broadcasters, is continuing 
to be mentioned as a_ possible | 

GOP selection in 1949. Hull, whose | ’ 4 
candidacy was pushed by farm and | Kenny Delmar s Claim 


middie thirties, halls from towa, 10 Claghorn Character ° 
Upheld in Arbitration 


and is reported to have the support 

of his senators for the job. It's | 

till <1 

ee ee eweres. So om Kenny Delmar’s claim to sole 
ownership of the character of 
“Senator Claghorn” on the Fred 


(Continued on page 34) 





jecture on the GOP roster of hope- | 


fuls for any top government jobs 
here. 7 


Net Airing Snarl 
To High Court 





Kaye show of two seasons ago has 
been upheld by an arbitration 
panel of the American Arbitration 
Assn. An application will be 
made by Delmar’s attorney, Jacob 
Gerstein, for a N. Y. Supreme 
Court order confirming the de- 

cision. Dayton Allen was plaintiff. 

, Washington, June 1. | The unanimous award was 

The Supreme Court will be made by a panel including George 
called on to decide whether the | gmien Roosevelt, appointed by the 
Federal Communications Commis-| AAA, and Torrey Stearns and | 
Sion may discriminate against a | philo Higley, named by the Drama- 
Station which airs nothing but net- tists Guild. Case had previously 
work programs, attorneys for | gone through extensive litigation | 
WADC, Akron, said here last week. up to the Cour of Appeals, which | 
An appeal on the ruling will be | ordered it decided by arbitration, | 
filed with the high court within 90 | as specified in the original agree- 
days. | ment between the parties. 

U. S. district court of appeals Ajien had claimed that the 
last week upheld FCC’s right to Claghorn and Average Listener, 
deny WADC a boost in power to characters were taken from a play | 
50 kw on this ground. Irony of the called “It’s a Gift,” which he and 
Situation is that the 50 kw grant,| Delmar wrote in 1843. 
and with it a CBS contract, was genied the charge, and among his 
awarded instead to G. A. (Dick) | supporting witnesses were Fred 
Richards’ WGAR, Cleveland, which | allen and Goodman Ace, the lat- 
FCC now has on the mat for a!- ter the head writer on the Kaye 


(Continued on page 35) program. 





But the word that got around | 





A Star-Spangled Wrapup 


| First book on radio’s role in 
World War II, “Star-Spangled 
Radio,” by Col. Ed Kirby and Lt. 
Col. Jack Harris, who headec up 





the War Dept’s mobilization of 
|wartime broadcasting — activities, | 
‘hit the bookstalls this week. It’s 


la» comprehensive, chronologically 
| told, highly readable account of 
| the contribution the American 
| broadeasting industry made_ to- 
‘ward victory. The publisher is 
| Ziff-Davis. Price $3.50, and well 
| worth it. 


| Perhaps the most striking fact 
‘brought out by the tome is the 


Allen program and the “Average | state of U. S. radio’s unprepared- 
Radio Listener” on the Danny! ness at the time of Pearl Harbor. 


In the light of this, the monumen- 
‘tal job of informing and entertain- 
,ing ultimately accomplished is all 
‘the more impressive. As David 


new setup as “worth plenty of | raug & Ryan, which pilots the 


consideration.” : 
ies |Gene Autry series. J. Walter 
After testifying, Allen planed to | Thompson has handled the reéruit- 


New York to confer with Walter |; , 
Lemmon, prexy of World Wide. }ing of talent for the Elgin events 


- ve ..’ | ever since their inception and as a 
ra ee to dis- | rule starts lining up the bills three 

s ‘ : or four months in advance. The 
| parallel alignment of the special 
| shows by the two Chicago accounts 
| suggests quite a competition for 
|name talent, particularly in Hol- 


WOR Finds It Tough 
To Sell Fulton Lewis | = with prices accordingly 

| affected. 
: | In making the pitch to Wrigley 
In an Election Year tne network submitted, among other 
Despite the fact he’s got more | data, an audience study showing 
sponsors (well over 300) than any that on Thanksgiving Day and 
/¢cO-op program on the air, Fulton | Christmas Day matinees from 30 to 
Lewis, Jr., for some reason has} 35% of all home sets are in use. 
trouble getting and keeping bank- | Broadly speaking, this represents 
rollers on his New York outlet,/ about 12,009,000. It was also 
OR. Last week a trade ad re- | pointed out that these two after- 


W 
‘vealed the gabber again was on the | noons there is not only a high set 
'station’s availability list. Truth is, use but that the audience compo- 








| Sarnoff, prexy and board chairman jt‘; said, Lewis, because of his! Sition per set is comparable to eve- 


of the Radio Corp. of America, | +-ongly slanted stands on issues of | ning status. 


remarks in the book’s foreword: ‘the day, is especially hard to sell | 


| “Considering that there existed jn an election year. . 
no precedent for the radio job that! WOR has been running in spots Mullen, Siebert Elected 





ments recorded in ‘Star-Spangled 
(Continued on page 34) 


HELEN HAYES SET FOR 
ELECTRIC COS. IN FAL 


Helen Hayes has been pacted by 
the Electric Companies, via Ayer 
agency, to star in a new “Electric 
Theatre” on CBS in the fall. Half- 


/was to be done, the accomplish-'on Lewis’ 7 p.m. cross-the-board | 





hour dramatic show will replace | 


To WJR Directorate 


|stanza, but his last N. Y. sponsor, 
|Pertussin cold remedy, wound up Detroit, June 1. 
its seasonal tab last March. President G. A. Richards an- 
Day after the trade ad broke last | nounced Thursday (27) that direc- 
| week, the station snared a Wall \tors of WJR have voted a regular 
Street investment firm, Harris Up-| quarterly dividend of 15 cents a 
ham & Co., as a two-a-week bank- | share to be paid Wednesday (2) to 
roller, effective last night (1). | shareholders of record at the close 
Order is for 13 weeks. of business Monday (1). 
Frank E. Mullen and William G. 
| WIR PREEMS FM Siebert were elected directors, 
Detroit, June 1. with the latter as present treasurer 
WIR started regular FM broad-|of WJR assuming the duties of sec- 





Delmar | 


this sponsor’s longtime “Hour of | casting Sunday (30), using the pro-|retary of the corporation. Seibert 
Charm.” Time slot for the show, grams of the AM station from 7|has been with the station since 
| however, hasn’t been set. |a. m. to midnight. July, 1929. Other directors include 

Bankroller has Frankie Carle on | There’s no additional charge to | Harry Wismer, G. S, Richards and 


| for the summer. advertisers. Francis S. Richards. 
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‘We, People’ AM-TV Preem Allowed 
To Set No Precedents in Talent Pay 





The telecast of 
(Tues.) “We, the People” radio 
program went on only after a 
week’s hassle between the per- 
former unions and the sponsor and 
ad agency organizations, with Gulf 
Oil and Young & Rubicam unhap- 
pily in the middle. The contending 
groups were both concerned over 
the possibility of setting a prece- 
dent — the all-important fear in 
video circles at present. 

Under a compromise agreement, 
the show ‘was finally done on the 
understanding that the profession- 
al talent would be paid extra for 
the telecast (with the amount left 
open to individual negotiation). 
There was an added stipulation 
that this would involve no prece- 
dent as to fees and that the tele- 
casters (whether networks, spon- 
sors, agencies, package producers, 
etc.) would request no more simul- 
taneous broadcast-telecasts until a 
combination rate is agreed upon. 

Whether this meant no further 
telecasts of the “We, the People” 
radio series or applied merely to 
other programs was apparently un- 
certain yesterday afternoon. Y & R 
execs indicated the Gulf airer 
would be done simultaneously on 
video on a regular basis hereafter 
(as stated in large display ads in 
yesterday’s dailies). However, of- 
ficials of the Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America said the com- 
promise agreement covered only a 
one-shot telecast of ‘‘People.” 

Meanwhile, sparked by the “Peo- 
ple” situation, the 4A’s video com- 
mittee met yesterday with tele- 
caster representatives in an effort 
to work out at least a temporary 
basis for simultaneous radio-tele 
shows. Such an agreement would 
presumably remain in effect mere- 
ly until the 4A’s and the telecast- 
ers complete negotions for a full 
video code. Bargaining on such a 
pact has been in progress several 
weeks (see separate story). 

When Gulf first decided to tele- 
vise the “People” broadcasts it in- 
dicated willingness to pay an extra 
fee (equal to the regular AFRA 
rate) for the video duplication. 
Since there are only two regular 
professional actors on the show 
(Dwight Weist and Dan Seymour) 
that would have involved relative- 
ly little added expense. 

However, when word of the plan 
got around in the trade, the tele- 
vision companies, other sponsors 
and other agencies let out a loud 
yelp of protest, for fear the ar- 
rangement would be used by the 

4A’s as justification of its tele tode 
demands. Considerable pressure 
was brought to bear on Gulf and 


last night’s 








ATS Elects Durban 


Charles J. Durban, U.S. Rubber 
assistant advertising chief, was 
unanimously elected American 
Television Society prez at the 
group’s eighth annual elections 
Thursday (27). 





Other officers include Halsey V. 
Barrett, DuMont stations relations | 
manager, veepee; Emerson Yorke, 
indie film producer, secretary, and 
Arch Braunfeld, accountant, treas- 
urer. New ATS board includes 
Don McClure, Eddie Sobol, Paul | 
Mowrey, George Moskovics, 
George Shupert, Charles Alicoate 
and Warren: Caro. 


Duplication’ Still 
A 4A’s Problem 








In Hurdling TY 


With negotiations due to be 
resumed soon by the television 
companies and the performer 
unions, one of the principal imme- 
diate issues is still completely in 
the air, with neither side ready to 
make the first move. The moot 
point is the terms to apply to the 
simultaneous telecast of radio pro- 
grams. Despite requests by the ra- 
dio networks, the performer unions 
have thus far refused to specify 
any proposed scales or terms for 
such shows. 

Under the network code of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, no simultaneous telecast of 
air programs is permitted. This is 
stipulated in a clause stating that 
the agreement covers no “addi- 
tional services” not specified. That 





clause has been part of the code 
since the original AFRA-network 
deal in 1938. Although it relates to 
the telecasting of radio shows, "it 
was not framed particularly 
with that idea, but merely with the 
intention of covering unforeseen, 
angles. 

Most of the performer union de- 
mands being considered by the 
video companies were reported in 
detail in Variety last Feb. 11, and 
four additional proposed general 
“conditions” were reported three 
weeks ago, at the start. of negotia- 
tions. Also, the unions have stated 
that their demands are subject to 
change, and that additional de- 





Y&R. Finally the one-shot com- 
promise was reached. 
During the week’s uproar it was 


pointed out that AFRA has no rule: 


against simultaneous telecasting of 
radio shows. However, when ra- 
dio performers inquire of AFRA 
on the matter they are advised that 
a double fee should be a fair rate 
for the bi-medium performance. 


City of Cleve. Demands 
Cut on $70,000 Video 





Deal for Indians Pickup 


Cleveland, June 1. 
The City of Cleveland wants to 
get its cut in the reported $70,000 
video contract which WEWS signed 
with the Cleveland Indians for 


home games sponsored by General 
Electric. , 


. Mayor Thomas Burke sent a let- 
ter to Benjamin Fiery, ball club 
attorney, calling off tentative agree- 
ments on a new lease to the Sta- 
dium, which the club uses, and 
suggesting that discussions start 
from scratch with provisions for a 
split of television receipts. 

The current eontract, expiring in 
October, 1949, was pein’ a year 
ago before video was considered a 
possibility. The club then received 
exclusive radio rights and club of- 
ficials are said to be prepared to 
argue that video is part of radio 
and falls under the “exclusive” 
rights. 

Some comments on city’s request 
put proposals of half of television 
contract going to city treasury. 

Incidentally, attendance at home 
games here has gone over the half- 
million mark with video apparently 
stimulating attendance. Recently, 
Tribe President Bill Veeck de- 
clared he was “doubtful” if video 


would. help. f 








mands may be made during nego- 
tiations. This, like the refusal to 
specify terms for telecasting of ra- 
dio programs, is regarded as a 
tactical move for bargaining pur- 
poses. 

The proposed code is to cover 
only the New York area, including 

(Continued on page 35) 
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PRESIDENTIAL TIMBER 
With Harold E. Stassen 
Director: David Rich 

25 Mins.; Thurs. 9 p.m. 


Be 

There is no doubt that television 
can play an influential part in the 
campaigning of political candi- 
dates, and this is based on the talk 

ven last week over CBS’ New 

ork outlet by Harold E. Stassen, 
former governor of Minnesota and 
now a candidate for the Republi- 
can nomination for _ pres! dent. 
Stassen is the first of a series of 
presidential candidates who will 
avail themselves of the CBS video 
medium to project their platforms 
in a program labeled ‘“Presiden- 
tial Timber.” ; 

Stassen was a fortunate choice 
to start the series. He revealed a 
casual, pleasant personality that 
must certainly have impressed vis- 
ual audiences whatever their po- 
litical sentiments. In informal 
style, he spoke for about 25 min- 
utes last Thursday night on his 
aims and purposes, and his talk 
was dramatized through the use of 
stock newsreels and other shots. 

Stassen himself appeared only 
briefly for the tele camera, the 25- 
minuter mostly comprising a pic- 
torial definition of his views as he 
spoke. There were shots, at the 
opening, of Stassen’s early Minne- 
sota farm life, tracing his child- 
‘hood, schooling, etc., with a com- 





mentary by Milo Boulton. Then 





New Tele Business 











United Airlines pacted for a 13- 
week series of one-minute spots 
over Paramount stations WBKB, 
Chicagé, and KTLA, Los Angeles. 
Spots will plug the airline’s new 
direct service between N. Y. and 
L. A. N. W. Ayer is the agency. 


Carolene Products (Milnot) has 
signed for Thursday participation 
on “At Home with Barbara Bark- 
ley” on WGN-TV, Chicago, begin- 
ning May 27. Firm is the first to 
pin a label on the five-a-week 
series which originates at Gold- 
blatt’s department store. Agency 
is Henri, Hurst & McDonald. 


Francis I. DuPont brokerage 
house inked for a series of one- 


minute spots over WABD (Du- 
Mont, N. Y.). Agency is French & 
Preston. 


. . . | 
Nash-Kelvinator signed for series 


of one-minute film spots preceding 
and following Chicago Cubs’ games 
over WBKB, Chicago, and three 
nights weekly over KTLA, Los 
Angeles. Agency ‘is Geyer, Newell 
& Ganger. 

Robinson-Lloyds inked for series 
of one-minute spots for Dry Im- 
perator Champagne on WABD (Du- 
Mont, N. Y.). Agency is Wiley, 
Frazee & Davenport. 

“Tello-Test,” quiz program, first 
venture into radio of Lane Bryant 
Department Stores since Detroit 
opening, went out over WJBK 
from 7 to 7:15 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, starting Monday 
(31). Larry Ruppel is quizmaster 
with Stuart Strand handling com- 
mercials. 


Plastray Corp. inked for series 
of one-minute spots over WWJ-TV, 
Detroit, to plug ifs “Jiffy” ice 
cubes. Commercials are to be 
spotted before and after sports 
events. 


Interest in Seattle 
TV Picture in Sharp 
Upbeat for 4 Channels 


Seattle, June 1. 

Situation on television licenses 
and applications here indicate that 
hearings will be necessary before 
the four available channels are 
allocated. At present KRSC, 
indie, is holder of the only con- 
struction permit and that is sched- 
uled for a continuance hearing 
today (Tues.) in Washington. 
KOMO, KJR and KIRO—NBC, 
ABC and CBS outlets respec- 
tively—have filed for the other 
three channels and 20th-Fox has 
incorporated in this state for the 
purpose of operating radio and 
television stations. 

So far 20th has not filed for a 
tele license, but in view of the 
company’s interest in video as 
shown by its strong bid for a tele 
station in San Francisco, chances 
are it will be a vigorous contender 
when channels come up for alloca- 
tion, with possibility that other 
outfits will also be interested when 











and if hearings are called. 





Stassen today, sitting on the edge 
of a desk and easily achieving an 
intimacy with his audience. 
While the initial program could 
have stood improvement, namely 
because of reels that frequently 
blurred in their unfolding to illus- 
trate Stassen’s stand, there is no 
question the basic idea had its 
value. The human element is in- 
evitably governed far more by dra- 
matic import than mere use of the 
printed or spoken word. Kahn. 


THE TELEPHONE 

Producer: Roger Englander 

Director: Paul Mickell 

Settings: W. C. Smith 

With David Daniels, Barbara Caop- 
er, Maricarol Hanson, accompa- 
nist 

Sustaining 

WPTZ, Philly 


Gian-Carlo Menotti’s “The Tele- 


phone,” the amusing one-act opera | ~ 


which served as a curtain raiser 
for the same composer’s dramatic 
work “The Medium” on the Broad- 
way stage season before last, was 
given its television premiere over 
joa NBC tele network Wednesday 

WPTZ presented the work which 
proved highly entertaining and 
readily adaptable to the TV me- 
dium. The musical tells about a 
suitor who wants to propose to his 
girl, but can’t because she is al- 
ways talking on the phone. It 





requires only two characters and 
(Continued on page 30) 


(BS Monopolizes Frisco Holiday 
FCC Hearing; 2th 


Comes Off Well 





Taft Show Off 


Sen. Robert A. Taft, scheduled 
to appear on CBS television’s “Pres- 
idential Timber” show tomorrow 
(Thursday) night, has been forced 
to postpone his speech to TV view- 
ers because of a conflict with an 
earlier-scheduled appearance. — 

CBS has pencilled in a special 





show for Taft June 18, subject to 
| the latter’s acceptance. As a result, 
|film shorts will occupy the half- 
|hour slot scheduled for the show 
itomorrow, with California Gov. 
|Earl Warren taking over the next 
week, on June 10. 


Video Station 
Awards Near 


Hundred Mark 


Washington, June 1. 

Number of tele stations author- 
ized neared the 100 mark as the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion handed out four new permits 
last Friday (28). Acttal fran- 
chises for commercial operation 
now number 97. New grantees 
are WMBR, channel 4, Jackson- 
vile; WKAL, channel 13, Rome 
and the Utica Observer-Dispatch, 
channel 3, Utica, N. Y., and WOAI, 
channel 4, San Antonio. 

At the same time, the Commis- 
sion okayed ABC’s new site for its 
New York tele operation on the 
Hotel Pierre. Net was formerly 








prepared to activate a lesser pow- 
ered station on the GE Building in 
Manhattan. 

Several other permittees got re- 
prieves on construction deadlines. 
WNHC-TV, which plans DuMont af- 
filiation, was given until Oct. 28 
to go on the air; WSPD-TV, Toledo, 
to Sept. 9; WHAS-TV Louisville, to 
Oct. 1. KDYL-TV, Salt Lake City, 
won FCC okay to shift from chan- 
nel 2 to channel 4 and to hike 
power to 14.5kw. 

On the Coast, the Commission 
nixed Don Lee’s request to use call 
of KTSL for experimental tele 
station W6XAO in Los Angeles, 
which holds a 90-day authorization 
to sell time. FCC explained it has 
never approved a commercial call 
for an experimental station unless 
the licensee also holds a franchise 
for commercial operation in the 
same town. 

Earlier in the week, FCC ex- 
tended license of W6X¥AO and Don 
Lee’s KHJ and KHJ-FM to Sept. 
1 only, pending a decision on gov- 
ernment charges the net violated 
FCC’s anti-monopoly regulations. 

Crop of new TV bidders knocking 
at FCC’s door last week included: 
WFMZ, Gl-owned FM outlet, and 
Tri-City Telecasters (WHOL), 
both for channel 8 in Allentown, 
Pa.; KSL, channel 5, Salt Lake 
City; Leland Holzer, used-car deal- 
er who dropped out of the 
Frisco race, channel 10, San 
Diego; KARM, channel 7, Fresno; 
KROY, channel 3, Sacramento, and 
Matta Broadcasting Co. (WLOA), 
channel 10, Pittsburgh. ’ 


RCA’S CUFFO SCHOOL 
FOR TELE ENGINEERS 


Hollywood, June 1. 

RCA is conducting schools for 
engineers in every community 
where there is a _ potential tele- 
vision market. 

RCA runs the schools on the cuff 
for the purpose of acquainting 
technicians with their video equip- 
ment and thereby create a demand 
when the TV plunge is taken in 
the respective cities. 
Walter Lawrence 
Bean, RCA staffers, are currently 


presiding over firms’ mobile tele- 
school. 








Chicago, June 1. 
Jules Herbuveaux, program man- 
ager of NBC’s central division 
since 1943, vacated the post last 
week to put in full time as the 
web’s midwestern tele chief. Art 
Jacobson, former production man- 

ager, replaces as program head, 








By JACK HELLMAN 


San Francisco, June 1. 

Battle for Frisco’s two remain- 
ing unassigned television channels 
went into its second week yester- 
day (Mon.) before FCC Examiner 
Jack Paul Biume with CBS rolling 
out its big guns, loaded for bear 
with technical exhibits, massive 
data on the net’s aural and TV ac- 
tivities, and horn tooting for the 
web’s proud accomplishments. 
What loomed as an explosive inn- 
ing, however, petered out into a 
day of friendly baiting. 

Web teed off its all-out bid with 
a day of testimony by two key wit- 
nesses, chief engineer William 
Lodge and TV veepee Adrian Mur- 
phy. The two Columbians monopo- 
lized the holiday session. There 
were enough CBS witnesses left 
over to continue testimony in 
Washington. The Frisco also-rans 
ahd Washington upfronters were 
Donald W. Thornburgh, Coast top- 
per; and Harry Witt, latter being 
groomed to shape the chain's video 
destiny on the western terminal. 

It was apparent before the Mon- 
day noon recess that the four other 
claimants for the pair of S. F. 
channels would be on the receiving 
end of a plethora of CBS exhibits. 
Before Murphy was called to the 
stand by Judge Samuel Rosenman, 
the web’s chief counsel, exhibits 
|; were carted in by groaning at- 
taches. .The exhibits must have 
weighed in at around five pounds 
per exhibit, exclusive of morning 
presentations by the net’s tech- 
nical ball carrier Lodge. 

Back from the 3 p.m. recess, 
Blume, somewhat wearied like the 
others from the maze of exhaustive 
and comprehensive details, in- 
toned: “We hope to be finished 
with this witness before today’s 
adjournment.” By that time Mur- 
phy was only half through his 36- 
section Exhibit 16 and going 
strong. Cross- examining counsel 
was straining for a.go at him. 

CBS exhibit was so airtight and 
word-logged’ that Murphy was only 
intermittently baited. But when he 
slipped in a few glowing adjectives 
of CBS’ accomplishments, he drew 
a round of objections and a rebuke 
from Blume to refrain from use of 
hyperbole and superlatives. 

What’s A Documentary 

‘Vincent Welch, wide - awake 
counsel for 20th-Fox, took as much 
as he could of Murphy’s high self- 
praise of the net’s documentaries 
to inquire the ‘definition of a docu-- 
mentary. Murphy replied, “It 
bears some resemblance to what 
the films call a documentary, or 
vice versa.” Grinning over his 
shoulder to the brothers Skouras, 
namely, Spyros and Charles, Judge 


(Continued on page 35) 


Test Pattern Shows 
WPIX Not Likely To 
Have Reception Bugs 


Indicating that WPIX, the N.Y. 
Daily News’ upcoming television 
station, will not be subject to the 
same reception difficulty that has 
|/hampered WATV (Bremer Broad- 
\casting’s tele outlet .in Newark), 
setowners throughout metropolitan 
New York reported over the week- 
end from poor to excellent recep- 
tion of the WPIX test pattern. 
Pattern went on the air Saturday 
(29) for the first time, in prepara- 
tion for the station’s opening 
June 15. 

It had originally been thought 
that both WPIX and WATYV, oper- 
ating on channels 11 and 13 respec- 
tively, would require special an- 
tenna adjustment to equip sets for 
reception of higher frequency sig- 
nals. It’s now believed, however, 
that the chief difficulty lies either 











Herbuveaux’s Tele Shift | 


in the sets themselves or in the 


transmitter site location. Since the 
'WPIX transmitter is located atop 
and Ennis |the Daily News Building in mid- 


town Manhattan, its signal has been 
found more easily received than 
that of WATV, whose transmitter 
is located across the Hudson river 
in New Jersey. 

WATV chief engineer Frank 
Bremer, meanwhile, declared that 
bad reception of his station’s alr- 
ings was the fault of sets and not 
of the test pattern. He revealed 
that a survey taken of a number of 
sets in the same genera! location 
disclosed that 30% received the 
signal, almost, perfectly, while the 





(Continued on page 35) 
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SPORTS TAKE THE TV C 


New Frankenstein? 


The atomic progressions in science, which have created uni- 
versal concern over whether such advancements are a bane or 
' g boon, have pointed up a parallel in a milder form of elec- 


tronics. The new development 


of show business—Television— 


already is starting to plague the amusement industry. 


Television and its sundry rights now call for an immediate 
testing of the issues. Any number of tele aspects have cropped 


up to bewilder telecasters and 


are necessary to settle these issues, then it’s for the 


to decide. 


audiences alike. If the courts 
courts 


Theatre Authority nixed a Madison Square Garden bene- 
fit’s pickup in New York last week. In Hollywood the opposition 
studios to Paramount dittoed when it tabued its stars doing a 
lobby video ballyhoo attendant to the “Emperor Waltz” pre- 
miere. Talent agents on both coasts, and in between, now in- 
struct,their acts to steer clear of the video lens for fear it may 
present them in a negative light and defeat guest shots. 


There-are other values which must be adjudicated, particu- 
larly so far as theatre telecasting is concerned. These are 
simpler because contracttai provisions now limit videocasts of 
important news events, a big fight for instance, to places, 
“where no admission is charged.” And even there, the implied 
boxoffice for the tavern trade is a technical puzzler which, too, 


will be clarified in time. 
Television is no longer “just 


around the corner.” Now that 


it’s here it’s to the best interests of show business to expedite 


these legal wrinkles. 





Abei. 








Midwest Spots on Own in Convention 
Coverage as Pooled Film Setup Flops 


All television stations not di- 
rectly connected with east coast 
outlets will have to depend for film 
coverage of the forthcoming po- 
litical conventions on either their 
parent networks or make some 
other deal for material. Plans to 
provide for pooled film coverage 
fell through last week when it was 
discovered that not enough mid- 
western and western stations were 
interested to pay for the costs of 
the pool. (See other television- 
convention story on Page 18.) 


Prior to the breakdown of the 
pool, provisions for four film cam- 
era positions at Philadelphia's 
Convention Hall had already been 
made for TV broadcasters by both 
the Republican and Democratic 
national committees. Those posi- 
tions are now to go to NBC, CBS 
and ABC, who will film the con- 
vention highlights daily for their 
non-interconnected affiliates, and 
by WPIX, who will film the pro- 
ceedings for sale to the indie sta- 

-tions not connected to the east 
coast’s coaxial cable. 

Broadcasters’ convention com- 
mittee also decided that all east 
coast stations must cut in on the 
live pool pickups, paying a pro- 
rated share of the costs. Any of 
these stations wishing to record the 


(Continued on page 33) 


Par Wants Ruling 
On DuMont Status 


Washington, June 1. 

Paramount Pictures, Inc., has 
called on the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission for a final ruling 
On its alleged control of the Allen 
B. Du Mont Laboratories, Inc., be- 
fore video hearings open in Bos- 
ton and Cleveland. Commission 
originally intended to defer action 
on the Par-Du Mont ownership is- 
sue until windup of tele hearings 
in all towns where either is ap- 
Plying. 

As it now stands, unless FCC re- 
cants on its charge of duopoly con- 
trol, neither Par nor Du Mont may 
Pick up additional tele properties. 
Du Mont has three video franchises 








_ 
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PRES. TRUMAN IN CHI 
VIDEO PICKUP FRI. (4) 


Chicago, June 1. 

Local video screens will carry 
their first live frames of a 
Chief Executive in action when 
President Truman’s speech from 
the Chi Stadium is telecast by 
WGN- TV Friday (4). Speech is 
part of a three-hour show climax- 
ing nationwide observance of the 
Swedish Pioneer Centennial. 

Others set for lensing are Prince 
Bertil of Sweden, Gloria Swanson, 
Set Swanholm, operatic tenor, 
Carl Sandburg, Karl Swenson, 
actor, Marta Toren, actress, and 
the Sofia girl gymnasts of Sweden. 


Cleve. Squawks On 
Grant to WIAM 


. Cleveland, June 1. 
A joint protest by three Cleve- 
land companies has been filed with 





granted to NBC’s WTAM. 
Protestors, WGAR, WJW, and 

Cleveland Broadcasting Co., main- 

tain license should be revoked 


operation here. Earlier, a similar | 
protest filed by above three plus 
WHK and DuMont was filed against 
another license holder, Empire 


| the FCC to revoke video license | 








since NBC has not put video in | 


| taken. 


OUNT 





oH OTTED NO. 4 
IN PREFERENCE 


Sports events, after carrying the 
ball for television practically sin- 
gle-handed since the medium went 
bigtime after the war’s end, have 
now taken a back seat with both 
viewers and sponsors. Latest au- 
dience surveys reveal that three 
other program types top sports in | 
audience preference. | 

On the basis of average ratings | 
computed by the NBC research de- | 
partment from a compilation of its | 
own surveys with those of the C. | 
E. Hooper organization, it’s re-| 
vealed that amateur shows now 
stand first with audiences in the | 
Greater N. Y. viewing area. Both | 
dramatic shows and children’s pro- | 
grams, moreover, are ahead of 
sports, which holds down the No. 
4 position, and then it’s only 1.2 
points ahead of news shows, which 
get the fifth place nod. 


Although NBC research chief 
Hugh M. Beville, Jr., was quick to 
point out that Hooper doesn’t rate 
all programs now on the air, which 
would make average figures rather 
inconclusive, he emphasized that 
the averages are “indicative of 
audience type preferences.” Most 
of the industry, moreover, agrees 
with the averages. Figures prove, 
they claim, that video audiences 
are now interested more in pro- 
gram variety than in a sole diet of 
sports, indicating that TV audi- 
enees have “grown up” along with 
the medium. 

Average ratings are believed to 
hold true only for metropolitan 
N.Y., where the surveys were 
In that regard, it’s pointed 
out, they point up the findings of 
ahother recent survey’ which 
showed that, while most of the tele 
sets in a city will be concentrated 
in bars and taverns as long as TV 
is still new in the city, as soon as 
the novelty has. worn off and more 
stations take the air, the number 
of home sets increases over that in 
bars. In most other TV cities, con- 
sequently, it would probably be 
found true that most sets are con- 
centrated in taverns and_ that 
sports programming is still upper- 
most. By the same token, how- 
ever, sports will probably be rele- 
gated to the background in most 
of the, newer TV cities, once 
they’ve had access to the medium 
as long as have N.Y. audiences. 

Priority for Studio Shows 


Also pointing up the way other 
program types have superseded 
sports in preference among N.Y. 
audienees is the fact that NBC, 
whenever a commercial studio 





CBS In Sweeping Stand to Permit 
‘Dramatization of Political B’casts 
On Tele to Prevent ‘Sterile Medium’ 


+ In a sweeping reversal of policy 
jthat for years has applied to its 
|standard broadcasting operation, 
|CBS has decided to go out on a 
‘limb and permit dramatization of 
political issues on its television 
“network. 
| Further, the network will gradu- 
jally swing over into its new con- 


phone calls made during all {cept as far as radio is concerned 


of 1947 and 1948 to date, while on the basis that “a democracy can 


Hooper’s include two monthly ‘only thrive with an uncensored, 
reports early this year. 


free flow of information.” 





Amateurs in Lead 

Following are the average 
ratings by types of programs 
computed by the NBC re- 
search department. Averages 
are based on a compilation of 
NBC surveys with those of C. 
E. Hooper. NBC’s findings are 
the results of coincidental 


- 
Dramatic |.........., 280¢, [~The CBS stand represents the 
og errs eS 26.0% first major move to invest tele- 
i CIE NERS NS: 23.30% vision with a hard-punching code 
MK. pabsannives 223.1% | 08 standards: te ‘groves the TY 
OTS Rin, Bip 20.3%  |medium from becoming shackled 
Educational .......... 20.1%  |by the same “inhibitions, frustra- 
MN Svs daksvcantas, 19.1% tions and prohibitions that long 
Women’s ............ 9.4% made radio a. sterile medium,” as 


one of the top CBS execs put it. 


Last week’s launching of the 
“Presidential Timber’ series on 
CBS-TV, which found Presidential 
aspirant Harold E. Stassen inaugu- 
rating the “TV stumping” through 
the introduction of new patterns 
which permitted him to document 
his case, is only the beginning for 
CBS in evolving new dramatization 
techniques. “Primarily,” said one 
CBS chieftain, “we are anxious not 
to tie the hand of tele behind it. 
Television must have a free flow 
of information, so that the citizen 
can make up his own mind.” 

But CBS is convinced that it has 
to be translated into an effective 
presentation through the introduc- 
tion of new patterns in order to 
win an audience and get away from 
the straight speaking formula that 
tends toward dullness and tuneout. 

As such the CBS “thinking,” it’s 
conceded, adds up to a new leaf in 
television’s book, as well as CBS’. 

Expectations are that NBC and 
others must eventually fall in with 
the new CBS concept on permitting 
dramatization of political broad- 
casts as a healthy innovation in 
discarding outmoded tabus. 


RCA Chasing 


Rainbow Tele 





eS 


1G Per Hour Rate 
Set for WJZ-TV 


WJZ-TV, ABC’s New York key 
tele station scheduled to hit the 
air in August, is prepping a rate 
card fixing the basic hour charge 
of $1,000 and studio rehearsal fees 
at $200 an hour. 

Concurrently, it’s also learned, 
the network is establishing, for its 
video web operation as well as its 
owned-and-operated stations, a sig- 
nificant departure in station-break 
time. Whereas CBS, NBC and 
others allow only 35 seconds for 
station breaks, permitting only 
station identification and possibly 
a time signal, ABC will program 
minute and a quarter station 
breaks, permitting full minute 
spots. 

Half-hour network programs will 
sign off at 28:40, allowing five 
seconds for web identification, 60 
seconds for a commercial, courtesy 
spot or program trailer, and 15 
seconds for station identification. 


The 80-second break is designed, 
it’s explained, particularly to as- 
sist affiliates in augmenting their 
revenue through local sale of one- 
minute spots. ABC’s spot sales de- 
partment, incidentally, in addition 
to repping the web’s o-and-o tele 
outlets, will offer representation Washington, June 1. 














show conflic*s with the pickup of a 
baseball game, will give prefer- | 
ence to the studio show. WNBT | 
the web’s N.Y. flagship station, | 
has, of course, set its program log 
so that the ball games have a clear 
ride in the afternoons. Several 
night games have already been 
pushed off the air, however, by 


B. Meier & Son, eastern sales reps 


for affiliates. RCA climbed on the upstairs- 

Station-break policy already is | video bandwagon last week with an 
paying off in advance sales for | experimental tele station here on 
WJZ-TV, five spot schedules hav- | 510 megacycles. Company, which 
ing already been announced by has recently been defending its 
Murray Grabhorn, ABC veepee | tele policies before the Senate 
and manager of the web's 0-and-0 | Commerce Committee, can now 
operations. First to sigm WaS ¢jaim to be pursuing rainbow tele 











i 'such studio shows as the “Kraft | 
= phe Bye A anlage vogeoaal Me. Bs Feat age Theatre” and the “Swift 
At present, WGAR, WJW, Cleve- | Show.” Takeover of the Tuesday 


‘ night 8 to 9 slot next week by the 
land Broadcasting, WHK and Du- “Texaco Star Theatre” is ex 

: a pected 
meng ste Bien, for one remain- | ;, aggravate the grievances held 














Third of three channels granted by N.Y. Giant fans against NBC. 
this area has gone to WEWS, now Chief reason for the No. 1 spot 
on air with both video and FM. | held down by amateur programs 

is that “Major Bowes Show,” aired 

Sunday nights on the DuMont 

OFFICIAL RACING PIX web. In two separate monthly sur- 

veys, Hooper gave the program the 

- MAKE OK TRAILERS same high rating of 46.8. (rig- 

ure means that 46.8% of all tele 

Philadelphia, June 1. {homes called during the period 

Horse race films taken at Dela- | Hooper was taking its survey re- 

|ware Park by track stewards to ported they were watching that 

| catch fouls and rough riding have | show). 

i been turned into commercial tele- 
‘trailers at WCAU-TV to hypo in-| 











(N.Y., Washington and Pittsburgh) | terest in the track’s 1948 meeting, 
and Par, two (Chi and Los An- which began Monday (31). 
Seles). FCC sources see little hope| Action films shot during the 
that Par and Du Mont will succeed running of last year’s “Polly Drum- | 
in’ changing the Commission’s| mond Handicap” with a_ back- 
mind on the ownership issue. | ground voice telling about this 
The pix company attorneys said season’s main events plug the 
they want to know now whether track opening. 
there is anything to be gained by| The commercial’s entertainment | 
Continuing to plug for more sta-| values are so strong that WCAU- 
tions. Par’s New England Thea-| TV officials look for auto race pro- 
tres is bidding in Boston and Du- moters, baseball, football, and 
ont has.a-hearing upeoming on, basketball, circuses, etc., to follow 
(Continued on 'page’35) } the format. 


| 
| 


\ 


Pix-Video 

Because of the growing in- 
terlocking relationship  be- 
tween Pictures and Television, 
attention is called to the 
special Films-TV page im this 
issue on P. 18. 

Other TV _ stories will be 
spotlighted in various sections 
as they occur, such as the Hop- 
along Cassidy dual pix-tele 
story on P. 1 and the actors 
unions’ attitude toward free 
video appearances on P. 46. 





for food products (in this case, 
Broadcast Corned Beef Hash). 
Firm bought three evening spots 
per week. ‘ 

In the past week, Peter Paul 
signed for seven spots weekly, Old 
Dutch Coffee for five, Beam Prod- 
ucts (silver cleaner) for three 
(using one-minute film shorts), and 
F&M Schaeffer Brewing for five. 





| WPIX (NY.) To Televise 


.as actively as its long-time critic, 
Dr. Edwin Armstrong. FM inven- 
tor Armstrong, who has charged 


band video, holds FCC okay for a 
ultra high frequency tele operation 
at Alpine, N. J. 

RCA’s new video outlet will be 
installed at the Wardman Park 
hotel, site of its commercial sta- 
tion WNBW. Simultaneous opera- 
tion of both the high and low-band 
tele stations, RCA veepee C. B. 
Jolliffe points out, will give engi- 





° /neers an opportunity to compare 
All Shubert Openings the two services in all respects. 


Pointing up the conviction = Sept. 1, three weeks before FCC 


legit toppers that television wil 


serve as a good trailer for their 
last 


week-assigned exclusive rights to 


productions, the Shuberts 
televise their opening night activ- 
ities to WPIX, N. Y. Daily News 
forthcoming station. : ; 
Pact marks the first active in- 


‘terest in video by the Shuberts and 


will furnish WPIX with a regular 
schedule of Broadway 
night airings. Plans call for the 
station’s remote cameras to pick 
up the arrival of first-night celebs 


‘and anything else of interest out-| 


side the theatres during the 1948- 
’49 season. Title and exact format 
are to be announced later. - 


opening | 


| Station will be activated around 


opens hearings on upstairs video 
prospects. 


‘LIVING. ON MUTUAL 
WITH TELE RIGHTS 


Hollywood, June 1. 

| Al Simon has inked a deal with 
Mutual Don-Lee to air his “It’s a 
'Living” program, which carries 
will now be held for Don Lee 
| “Living” is one of KTLA’s, Par- 
| amount tele station, first shows but 
|will now >be held for Don-Lee 
{though not put in use immediately. 





RCA with efforts to shut off high-- 





STORY OF A PERENNIAL * The carnation—a 


name applied to many varieties of the cloveypink —has 
been cultivated for more than 2,000 years. Because the 
flower’s pink hue had long symbolized glowing health, 
fifty years ago officials of a newly organized evaporated 
‘milk business adopted the name, Carnation Company. 

In January, 1932, the Carnation Company inaugu- 
rated the Carnation Contented Hour on the NBC 
Network. The program was designed td be ‘‘a musical 


presentation of the widest popular appeal.” 


Wednesday, June 2, 194g - 
a 


ees: 


For many years the Carnation Contented Program 


opened with the lowing of cows and the clanging of 


cowbells. To this day the theme melody, although 
greatly modernized, remains “Wait Till the Cows Come 
Home,” sung to fame by Fred Stone in the 1918 
musical comedy “Jack O’ Lantern.” 

Now in its 17th year on NBC and its 16th year at 
the same time Monday night, the Carnation Contenied 
Hour is outstanding proof of the value of constancy ™ 


advertising. Through its long service on the same net- 
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work at the same hour each Monday night, the 
Carnation Contented Hour has become a household 
word and Carnation Evaporated Milk has welcomed 
an entire new generation in American homes rom 
Coast to coast. 

This year while the Carnation Company celebrates 
its 50th Anniversary, the Carnation Contented Hour 
continues to blend the best of popular music, new and 
old. ‘Today this musical homogenization is accomplished 


by Ted Dale, conductor of the Carnation Orchestra and 





_A service of Radio 
Corporation of America 


a brilliant arranger. Buddy Clark, a top-ranking vocalist, 
hils in the lyrics. 

How to build a contented audience? Pack a half 
hour solid with the kind of music everybody likes and 
keep it up to date. Let it flow over the powerful facilities 
of the NBC Network. Time it in the midst of other 
great programs heard on NBC. Let the listeners be the 
vast NBC audience. ‘The result: a half hour that leads 
millions of listeners along Monday’s Milky Way of 


music, song and entertamment. 


... the National Broadcasting Company 
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Strotz, Blackburn Deal Cues Talk 
Again of Eventual TV Switch to Coast 


Assumption by Sidney Strotz 
and Norman Blackburn, both Holly- 
woodites, of two of the top spots in 
NBC’s television setup, has keyed 
industry speculation that the web 
plans both to incorporate more 
film-making techniques into TV 
programming and to move the bulk 
of its programming eventually to 
the Coast. NBC has been the 
acknowledged leader for a mass 
exodus of TV production to Holly- 
wood, similar to that which took 
place in the sound broadcasting in- 
dustry. 

Strotz for some years has been 
veepee in charge of NBC’s western 
division. He was brought to N. Y. 
several months ago to study the 
web’s tele operation and following 
the recent resignation of exec vee- 
pee Frank E. Mullen, was moved to 
the top of the web’s tele depart- 
ment. Blackburn, now NBC’s na- 
tional programing chief, was pre- 
viously Coast veepee of the J. Wal- 
ter ®#hompson ad agency. Prior to 
that, he was asseciated with Walt 
Disney Productions in Hollywood 
and so has a thorough background 
of experience in the film industry. 
Both Blackburn and Strotz are 
known to favor the Coast over N. Y. 
as the eventual centre of TV pro- 
gramming. 

Film Techniques 


Whatever film techniques are to 
be incorporated into NBC’s tele 
programming would probably re- 
sult from the signing on of addi- 
tional film personnel, both creative 
and technical. Move for such a step 
has grown steadily during the last 
several months, with many tele 
spokesmen averring that tele is 
more closely allied to motion pic- 
tures than to any other form of 
show biz. Hence, for the new me- 
dium to get that required shot in 
the arm programwise will necessi- 
tate the webs’ making a concerted 
pitch for Hollywood writers, direc- 
tors, producers, cameramen, light- 
ing and makeup experts, etc. 

Such a step, it’s thoyght, is 
closely aligned with the move of 
production activities from N. Y. to 
the Coast. Once the production ex- 
perts from Hollywood are brought 
onto the TV scene, programming 
will improve sufficiently to attract 
and pay for the top talent that’s 
been lacking in tele to date. And, 
according to the sponsors of such 
a move, the video industry will find, 
just as did radio, that the greatest 
wealth of such talent is to be found 
on the Coast. 


Revelopment of such film record- 
ing devices as NBC’s kinescope re- 
corder and DuMont’s tele-tran- 


scriber, moreover, indicates that 
the N. Y¥. to L. A. trek will not 
necessarily have to wait for the 
opening up of coast-to-coast net- 
working facilities. Through use of 
any studio show 
in Hollywood could be 
copied on film and then shipped to 
stations in N. Y. and other parts 


the recorders, 
staged 





’™ 
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WPIX Expands Personnel 


Rounding out its programming 
setup in preparation for its 
launching June 15, WPIX, the 
N.Y. Daily News’ television outlet, 
last week added eight members to 


| Hotel Sets Own Tele 


Sponsors on Coast; 
MCA Left Out in Cold 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Music Corp. of America has 
been eased out of a deal whereby 
the Hollywood Roosevelt hotel will 


telecast a once-weekly, one hour 
show over KTLA. As deal was 
originally mapped out, MCA would 
have produced. It is understood 
that hotel is proceeding independ- 





its staff. 

Jack Martin, former managing | 
editor of True Detective mag, and | 
Marcia Drennen, until now staffer 





| Florence Greene, former produc- | 
|er-director for Larry Finley pro-| 
| ductions on the Coast and prior to 
| that associated with CBS tele and 
| Music Corp. of America, is new} 
casting director. 


Clark R. Jones, production su- 
pervisor for WRGB (General Elec- 
tric, Schenectady) heretofore, has 
been named _ director-producer. 
Peggy Gannon, instructor in adult 
education for International Busi- 
ness Machines, has been signed on 
as assistant director. Louis B. 
Ames, former music copyright spe- 
cialist for NBC, is new music li- 
brarian. Frederic H. Stange, who 
broke into TV via shows at Bill 
Still’s experimental W2XJT (Ja- 
maica, L.I.), is floor manager, and 
Albert T. Knudsen, assistant man- 
ager of ABC’s literary righis divi- 
sion until now, has been named 


ently because it felt agency was 
slow in lining up sponsors. 
Program was initially designed 
to plug hotel’s Cine-Grill nitery. 
Then hostelry got idea of picking 


in the United Press TV depart-|) a number of sponsors and let- 
ment, were named writer-editors. | ting them pay costs, thus insuring 


spot of video plugs at little cost. 


'MCA was to have solicited ad ac- 


counts and received a cut of that 
biz as well as commission on talent 
spotted on program. Before agency 
bobbed up with any accounts, hotel 
got two on its own and promise of 
another, hence spot now feels it 
can handle show without dgency 
aid. 

KTLA meanwhile, got restless 
and told hotel if the program was 
not an actuality by June 3, time 
slot would be allocated to some- 
one else. As presently set up, 
Howard Auto and Beckman Furs 
will each kick in $150 for plugs 
on each program, and Acme Beer. 
will probably earmark $400 ‘for 
major slice of plugging. That will 
get the Cine-Grill off the hook, for 
KTLA pickup and beaming costs 
will be $600. Other sponsors at- 





copyright chief. 


gives the designer practically carte- 
blanche in the way of stage set- 
ting. In the telecast, the setting, 
like that of.the stage play, was ul- 
tra-modern. 


Producer Roger Englander en- 

ed two students from the Cur- 
is Institute of Music—baritone 
David Daniels and soprano Bar- 
bara Cooper. Both were trained vo- 
calists and negotiated Menotti’s 
none-too-easy music with profes- 
sional assurance. The boy was es- 
pecially impressive, and the enun- 
— of both was remarkably” 
clear. 


The-telecast was skillfully staged. 
Englander and _ director Paul 
Mickell used recordings to cue in 
the opera and for the finale. For 
the song stretches, Maricarol Han- 
son played piano accompaniments. 
WwW. C. Smith, the designer, pre- 
sented the credits with great in- 
genuity, employing a melange of 
telephone poles, wires and bill- 
boards state the production 











facts. * 
In the opera finale, the situatio 
ealls for the harassed young man 


to go outside and ring up his lady 
on the phone to get an answer to 
his proposal. This last segment 
would have been more effective 
had it been arranged with a dou- 
ble exposure effect, showing the 
man in the booth and the girl on 
the other end of the line. As it 
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of the country. 


LEO FITZPATRICK’S 





Detroit, June 1. 


United Detroit Theatres Sunday 
(31) named Leo Fitzpatrick as di- 
rector of tele research. Former 


resident of the National Assn. of 

roadcasters, he is also president 
of the Detroit Civic Light Opera 
Assn. 

Fitzpatrick left for Hollywood 
this week to spend six weeks in 


DETROIT TELE POST 


was the duet is sung largely with 
only one person in view. In the 
last few seconds the director at- 
tempts this device but it could have 
been tried earlier in the sequence. 


AL SCHACHT SHOW 

With Al Schacht 

Producer: Garth Montgomery 

Director: Howard Cordery 

Writers: Arthur Miller, Paul 
Gardner ) 

5 Mins.; preceding N. Y. Giants’ 
baseball games 

BORDEN’S 

WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 


(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 


~ NBC’s operating network. 


minute segments of the Chester-'}. funny in a baseball stadium,| achieving a full dimensional qual- 


i\_ being telecast, Station will-also put . about 
“ape The CTERY VETCCRSC TOR BOUL. Tiieced: the point entirely, Schacht ‘all makes good tele sense. 


California studying TV on the 
Coast and becoming acquainted 
with his new duties at the home 
office of Paramount, of which the 


Detroit ganization is a subsidiary 


KNBH on Closed Circuit 





To Plug Tele for Kiwanis 


Hollywood, June 1. 


One of the pioneer top-spending 
television advertisers, Borden’s has 
come back to the medium after a 
hiatus of almost a year, with this 
.| five-minute spot preceding all 

home games of the N. Y. Giants 
| televised by WNBT. It’s too bad 
ithe food firm didn’t pick a better 
‘show for its return. While the 
number of Giant fans assures a 
| sizable audience, the program cer- 





NBC’s television station, KNBH, tainly can’t be considered good 
not yet in operation, will present a | entertainment. 


closed circuit video showing to 8,- 2 
000 members of the Kiwanis Inter- “Clown Prince of Baseball,” car- 


Schacht, known the 


| Al as 


national Tuesday, June 8, at the| ries the five"minutes all by him- 


Shrine Auditorium. 


KNBH will show kinescope pic- 


tures of commercial shows new on 
Two 


field, Camel and Kraft programs 
will be viewed to acquaint the 


.self—along with a Borden’s com- 
;mercial. On the day caught (27), 
| it didn’t take five minutes for 
/Schacht to demonstrate that his 
' brand of clowning, although it may 


tracted will help pay talent costs. 





then went into 


few statistics 
about the current league standings 
before giving out with the com- 


mercial. And that was the show. 


Garth Montgomery, producer for 
the Kenyon & Eckhardt ad agen- 
cy, linned the show with good 
production mountings in all points 
but writing. Credits list both Ar- 
thur Miller and Paul Gardner as 
scripters, but what they had to do 
with this, outside of the Borden's 
plug, is difficult to determine. Set, 
representing a miniature ballpark, 


plug was well presented Vy 
Schacht. NBC staff director How- 
ard Cordery’s camera work was 
okay. Stal. 


Tele Follow-Up 


NBC’s airing of “Mr. Mergen- 
thwirker’s Lobblies” Sunday (30) 
night marked one of the first times 
that a _— performance of a 
show st up in every detail as 
well as the initial presentation. 
Since the full-length play must 
have been liked equally as well by 
those who had seen it before as 
those who were seeing it for the 
first time, the success of Sunday 
night’s broadcast points up televi- 
sion oficials’ contention that they'll 
be able to “reissue” much pro- 
gramming from time to time, so 
long as it’s good. 

Scripted by Nelson Bond and Da- 
vid Kent, “Lobblies” was staged 
originally on NBC Sept. 22, 1947, 
under co-sponsorship of the web 
and the Dramatists Guild. Play 
was subsequently bought for films 
by S. Sylvan Simon’s Radio Cinema 
Theatres Corp. Simon reportedly 
had a screen treatment worked out 
but has yet to produce it. On the 
basis of the repeat performance, 
“Lobblies” still looks a good bet 
for pictures — with the starring 
role, incidentially, still looking as 
though it were grooved for Danny 
Kaye. 

NBC staffer Fred Coe repeated 
as producer-director this time and, 
working with most of the original 























cast, kept the proceedings letter- 
perfect. Special fantasy effects 
| were well-handled and the sus- 
| pense, especially at the second act 
curtain, was fine. Cast was stand- 
,out, with Vinton Hayworth, Vaughn 
| Taylor, John McQuade and the 
others all rating a deep bow for 
their efforts. 





Lucky Strike’s “tarney Blake- 
| Police Reporter” Thursday night 
NBC tele show continues to sock 
across the whodunit formula ‘via 
| TV. The arresting aspect of this 
Wynn Wright production is that it 
| succeeds week in and week out in 


| isn’t very amusing for the intimacy ity, despite the fact that it’s seldom 


| of a small-screen video set. After 


Big Jim Thorpe, which 


~ 


more than a succession of close | 
Kiwanians with the type of shows |g supposedly nostalgic anecdote range, intimate camera shots. Yet 


,the story continuity flows and it 


was well designed and the single- 


What All the Shooting’s About — 


Washington, June 1. 

These were some of the plums in the “Know Your America” 
“voice” airers which raised the blood pressure of the State-proud 
solons: (Two Latinos are traveling through the U. S. exchanging 
tidbits ‘of information about the country en route.) 

Narrator: “Nevada has no interest in itself; it’s a land of cow- 
boys and its two principal cities are in competition. In Las Vegas, 
people get married and in Reno they get divorced.” . . 

Voice: “Yes, but you are forgetting Nevada is the 
where you can play roulette.” .. . 

* » * 

Voice: “Oh, this is Utah. That’s where men have as many wiy 
as they can support?” ... 

Narrator: “So far, nobody has succeeded in dislodging the Mor- 
mon dynasty in Utah. . . . 80% of the population is Mormon and the 
Governor, Senators, Representatives, etc., belong to the sect.” 

Voice: “So Utah is a kind of oraters” 

oa * 


only state 


Narrator: “. . . In Utah everyone is obliged to give 10° to the 
state in perpetuity.” ... P 
Voice: “. .. And suppose a Morman decides t 0 continue giv- 


ing up one-tenth?” J 

Narratom “Ah, this sect has a little army, called the Avenging 
Angels.” 

Voice II: “Which assume the task of convincing those who do not 
pay?” 

Narrator: “Naturally.” 

Voice II: “In what manner?” 

Narrator: “With convincing arguments.” 

Voice: ‘Made of rubber or wood?” (Laughter.) 

* . * 


Narrator (over Birmingham, Ala.): “We are at Birmingham, the 
Pittsburgh of the south and the most important city in Alabama. 
It has a population of 300,000 and its principal industries are iron 
and steel.” 

Voice: “And this city is like those two metals, hard and poorly 
made.” 

Narrator: “That is true. It was constructed in a hurry and they 
have not had time to improve it.” 

Voice II: “Alabama is not a state of stupendous cities of brilliant 
history, but it has the importance of being the darkest of all.” 

Voice I: “The darkest? What are you referring to?” 

Narrator: “In no other part of the U. S. has the colored race 
struggled and suffered so much as here.” .. . “Since slavery was 
more intense here, it is only logical that liberty should also be 


a intense despite certain absurd laws that have not been elim- 
ated.” 


~ - . 
Voice: (In Montgomery, Ala.): “What was holding up the traffic?” 
Voice II: “An oxcart.” 
Narrator: “That is a symbol of the spirit of Montgomery.” 
* * * , 


Narrator (in Texas): “Texas is the state of miracles. An Amer- 
ican writer has made the statement New England was founded by 
hypocrisy and Texas .. . by sin.” . 

* ~ 

Narrator: “Texas, individual in everything, was not conquered 
by soldiers nor by priests.” 

Voice I: “By whom then?” 

Narrator: “By 600 cows with their respective bulls.”( Relates how 
Don Juan de Onate arrived in El Paso in 1598 with a large en- 
tourage and herd of cattle). .. . “In less than 80 years the cows, 
with the help of the bulls, of course, transformed Texas into the 
center of the cattle industry.” 


‘Voice of America’ 


Continued from page 25 


Commerce Dept. or “some other in- 
dependent agency.” Chenoweth 
and Rep. Carter Manasco (D.; Ala.) 
made a pitch to lop the entire 
program until it can be reconsti- 
tuted on a new basis. Chenoweth’s 
final blast was: ‘“‘Why is the State 
Dept. in business to entertain 
people anyway?” The Congress- 
man reminded that the “Know 
Your America” airers were classed 
as “light, educational-entertain- 
ment” fare, sent Asst. Secretary of 
State George Allen home with the 





State can only check and double- 
check news material and its own 
airers to the Iron Curtain coun- 
tries. 

3. Both NBC and the bureau- 
crats made much of the fact that 
the “Know Your America” series 
represented less than one-tenth of 
nie. of their entire shortwave out- 
put. 

4. Ugly question. of employee 
loyalty also entered the hearing. 
Rene Borgia, scripter of the un- 
fortunate broadcasts, wrote the 











injunction to concentrate on news- 
casts to Iron Curtain countries and 
forget everything else. 

2. Some plain and fancy buck- 
passing highlighted testimony by 
State and NBC officials. Most re- 
freshing admission was NBC gen- 
eral counsel Charles R. Denny’s 


committee he had objected to and 
“hated” writing that type of show, 
added “NBC is to blame for every- 
thing” and “if I worked at NBC 
it is because I am poor and have a 
family.” Alberto Gandero, Bor- 
gia’s superior, who supervised pro- 
duction, is now in Cuban radio. 


statement that his net assumed full 
responsibility for the blunder. 
What didp’t make the headlines, 
however, were earlier statements 
by NBC officials that they had as- 
sumed all along that the State 
Dept. was spot-checking the net’s 
entire shortwave output. 

George Allen and aide, Charles 


Both were dropped by NBC follow- 
ing complaints by Rep. John Taber 
(R., N. Y.) last March. 


Finley Inks Stock Co. 
For Tele Productions 





Thayer, tried to shift part of the 
blame onto Congress itself for par- 
ing State’s funds and ordering 70% 
of the programming farmed out to 
NBC and CBS. Thayer said he 
would have to have over 20 more 
employees in the N. Y. office in 
| order to screen the nets’ scripts at 
| an annual cost: around $179,000. 

| NBC rubbed the solons indirect- 
_ly by claiming the net had had to 
fire translators who were to have | 
_put all foreign scripts into Eng- 
| lish before they went on the air. 
The coin which the State Dept. 
| Pays it to preduce 283 shortwave 
,airers doesn’t add even’ small 
| change to NBC’s kitty, Denny said. 
_ The net stanzas go out in nine dif- 
ferent languages with no on-the- 
air monitoring. 

State made a big play to regain 
100% control of the program oper- 
ation, with officials plainly evine- 
ing chagrin that private companies 
were in on the act. In its present 











purse-poor condition, Allen ‘said 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Larry Finley Productions has 
signed some of its top name talent 
to do a 16m film series for tele- 
vision on a set AGVA scale basis 
plus 4 percentage of the film and 
has also formed a television stock 
company for the production of 
filmed TV series. « 

Ramsey Ames, Bob Ecton, Ro- 
berta Lee, Dorothy Porter, Frankie 
Hyers and Marquerette Padula 
have been inked for stock com- 
pany work by the producer. Com-, 
pany will work in same manner as 
legit stock. 





Smith & Dale TV Package 
New television comedy series 
featuring Joe Smith and Charlie 
Dale has been packaged by indie 
producer Roger White and is now 
being peddled around the _ net- 
works and ad agencies. 
Titled the “Smith & Dale Sketch- 
book,” the show was written ‘by 
Mort Green and George Foster.’ 
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ING IT AGAIN 
ith Alan Dale, Patti Clayton, Bob 
Howard, The _ Riddlers, Ray 
Block’s orch; Dan Seymour, em- 
cee 
Writers: Hy Zaret, Bernie Hanig- 
hen, Albert Stillman, Bill Stein 
Producer: Lester Gottlieb 
Director: Rocco Tito 
60 Mins.; Sat., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 
Now that the nation’s radio lis- 
teners have gone refrigerator- 
happy aad the medium’s giveaway 
eraze is at fever pitch, CBS ap- 
parently is out to deliver the “big- 
gest and the mostest.” Having 
wrapped up the DeSoto sponsor- 
ship of the get-rich-quick-via-tele- 
phone “Catch Me If You Can,” 


which the web preemed only a few | 


weeks back, CBS last Saturday (29) 
launched its full hour “Sing It 
Again” which, but for some minor 
variations, is an exact carbon-copy 
of ABC’s fabulous Sunday night 
“Stop the Music” show. (The self- 
same “Stop the Music,” incident- 
ally, which the CBS programming 
boys had rejected prior to its ABC 


affiliation and which subsequently | 


set the pace for the wholesale re- 
vival of Bank Night in radio.) 

As the place “where 99,000,000 
people gather weekly,’ CBS is ob- 
viously out to hit the 100,000,000 
jackpot by patterning its modus 
operandi to the listeners’ taste. If 
it is phone call giveaways the pub- 


lic wants, who is CBS to refuse | 


them their favorite dish? There are 
definitely alarming, disturbing 
overtones to this new concept in 
thinking, for there are some seg- 
ments of the listening public who 
are all too mindful of the days 
when a venturesome Bill Paley & 
Co., far from playing “follow-the- 


leader,” took it unto itself to estab- 
lish new patterns in provocative 
and cerebral-slanted programming. 


Having “borrowed” the “Stop 
the Music” format, CBS has per. 
pered it with its own brand of 
showmanship fillips, hiring a quar- 
tet of professional songwriters to 
refurbish the lyrics of standard pop 
and oldtime tunes and eliminating 
merchandise awards in favor of 
“cash only” giveaways. For the 
giant jackpot, which started at 
/$1,000 and is now up to $1,200, it 
‘borrowed from Ralph Edwards’ 
\“Truth or Consequences,” intro- 
ducing a recorded phantom voice 
which the contestant must identify 
through the inevitable rhyming 
clues. 

The $100 bills are passed out at 
an appropriately dizzy pace to 
those who identify the personality, 
place or thing described in the re- 
furbished lyries, with the vocals of 
Alan Dale, Patti Clayton, Bob 
Howard and The Riddlers quintet 





gandwiched in between at respect- | 


able intervals, and Dan Seymour 
‘doing a glib emcee job. All has 
been whipped together into a 60- 
|minute production, under the ca- 
pable helm of Lester Gottlieb, cal- 
‘culated to give CBS its share of 
the nighttime giveaway audience. 
Since comparisons with “Stop 
the Music” are inevitable, the CBS 
“cash only” decision as against 
“Musie’s” giant multiple merchan- 
dise handout may loom as a strong 
factor—in favor of the ABC show. 
At this stage of the giveaway game, 
the average listener has become 
pretty much inured to a mere $100 
payoff, or even $1,000 for that “big 
moment.” In contrast, there’s an 
almost breathless (and even comic) 
quality to the reeling off of those 
fabulous’ gifts with a $15,000-$20,- 
000 valuation that, contributes 
toward heightening ‘‘Music’s’ mo- 
ments. Rose. 
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NOW AVAILABLE | 


for 


MUSICAL COMEDY, TELEVISION, 
RADIO, DRAMATIC STOCK, 
MOTION PICTURES, OPERETTA, 
NIGHT CLUB PRESENTATION 


HARRY KRIVIT 


® Production Head Musical Comedy and Variety 
Revue Departments for U. $. O. Camp Shows 


® Producer, Directed, Revised and Cast Over 30 
Complete Musical Comedies from Aug. 1944 to 


® Produced over 150 Variety Revues from Janvary 


My thanks for the opportunity to 
Abe Lastfogel, President, and Law- 
“rence Phillips, Executive Vice Pres- ~» 
ident, U. S. O. 
West 40th Street, New York City. 


Camp Shows, 8 - 


25 years experience before this producing in Vaude- 
ville, Presentation Dramatic Stock, Musical Comedy, 
etc., plus some experience managing theatres, Pub- 


HARRY KRIVIT 


Street, New York 


VEAP UN 4-1300,,,., 


REXALL SUMMER SHOW 
With Pat O’Brien, Virginia Bruce, 
Francis X. Bushman, Roy Bargy, 
conductor; Bill Forman, Barbara 
Eiler; announcer 
Writer: True Boardman 
Director: Glenhall Taylor 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m., EDT 
REXALL 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(N. W. Ayer) 
Rexall is back again with this 
Pat O’Brien-Virginia Bruce dra- 
matic series as its summer fran- 
chise holdey—this time in the 7:30- 
8 p.m. spot Sundays on NBC, as a 
consequence of the drug firm's re- 


CAVALCADE OF STARS 

With Red Skelton, Jimmy Durante, 
Danny Thomas, Edward Arnold, 
Van Johnson, Keenan Wynn, 
Peter Lawford, Walter Pidgeon, 
Peggy Lee, Kathryn Grayson, 
Johnnie Johnston, Esther Wil- 
liams, Ben Gage, Margaret 
O’Brien, Betty Garrett, Andre 
Previn, Mary Jane Smith, Carey 
Wiison, Mayor Fletcher Bowron, 
Lassie, others. 

Director: Billy Wilgus 








cent buy of-Fitch and its prize net- 
‘'work time spot. 


ieontinuing story about a small- 
town druggist is understandable for | 
the sponsor. Also the O’Brien- | 


|Bruce combo seems okay for audi- 
fence draw. 
|plain such a sentimental yarn as 
ithe vehicle. Sounds as if the pill- 
pusher might have upset a syrup 
jug on the script. 

| The season’s opening episode, 
| Sunday (30) was a soap-opera tear- 


The choice of a} 


But that doesn’t ex-| 


Writers: Carey Wilson, George 
Wells, Les Petersen, Billy Wil- 
gus, others. 

330 Mins., Thurs. (27), 3:30-9:00 
p.m. 

Sustaining 


KMGM-FM, Hollywood 
Here was one for the books. A 


‘only a handful of listeners. Top 
network and film, stars beating 
ltheir brains out for a 10,000-watt- 
er’s teeoff program. 

The infant was KMGM, Metro's 
jnew Coast FM station. It was bawl- 
ing its first baby cries into the al- 


} 
| 


|ready overloaded ozone of Greater | 
jerker about how a young mother, | Los Angeles, where peanut-whistle | table about 


WHO-DUN-IT 

With Bob Dixon, Santos Ortega; 
Jack Miller, musical director 

Director: Edward Ray Downes 

30 Mins.; Sun., 4:30 p.m.. 

CBS, from New York 


It now appears that no quarter 
of radio entertainment is outside 


the bounds of the giveaway craze.. 


Time was when a mystery addict 
could tune in on his favorite fare 
for the sheer enjoyment of a little 
vicarious mayhem or of privately 
trying to anticipate the disclosure 
of cock robin’s executioner. Those 
days could Be over. What with 
radio being the chain-reaction that 
it is in appropriating the other fel- 





million dollars worth of talent and | 


low’s stunt, it is easy to foresee a 
rush among the current crop of 
mystery shows to clutter up their 


proceedings with quiz and give- 
away devices. If this CBS bank- 
nighter clicks, as it well might, 
such a trend could be inescapable. 

“Who-Dun-It,” which bowed in 


last weekend (30), is an amalagam 
of divers charade contrivances 
tried elsewhere and found effec- 
tive. The accent, as has been no- 
other CBS-launched 


| whose husband has been killed in a stations are already a dime a dozen, | quizzers recently, is on the give- 


railroad crossing acident, insists on 
igiving up her newborn daughter 
'for adoption. With an assist from 
| the doctor and the local judge, the 
druggist and his devoted sweet- 
heart sign the necessary papers. 
But to no one’s surprise, natch, the 
\real mother presently regains her 
proper maternal feelings, where- 
upon the adoption turns out to 
| have been merely a pretense. 

| All of which didn’t seem quite 
|twice as long as the run-of-the- 
|wringer daytime serial, but was 
otherwise no less suffocating. The 
story was similar, the characters 
were equally one-dimensional, fla- 
vor was likewise solely heart- 
throbby and the tempo was slow- 
motion. The one prime difference, 
star names, seemed progressively 
less notable. 








Possibly such a series will hold 
‘at least a token share of the regu- 
|lar audience for the time spot. 
| Somehow, though, a writer-direc- 
‘tor-star setup like True Boardman, 
|Glenhall Taylor and Pat O’Brien- 
| Virginia Bruce suggests something 
with more distinction, something 
|more listenable, something at least 
\slightly memorable. 

Possibly in recognition of the 
|premiere ocasion, the Rexall com- 
|mercials were cut to a minimum; 
| with little more than a sponsor 
\identification at the opener and a 
| brief blurb at the close. RKO and 
Paramount got plugs for the ap- 
‘pearances of O’Brien and Miss 
| Bruce, and there was a_ sign-off 
lappeal for food for starving chil- 
\dren of Europe. Hobe. 


CLARY’S GAZETTE 
With Clary Setell, Russ Gerow 


Orch, George’ Murray, Gay 
Blades (quartet), Bill Bessey, 
announcer 


Producer: Richard Gluns 
Writer: Clary Settell 
30 Mins.: Sun., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBC, from Toronto 

On the Dominion network of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. and a 
Mutual exchange program, this 
summer sustainer revolves around 
| the warm personality of Clary Set- 
aire veteran sporis commentator, 





already known to Canadian listen- 
;ers for many years for his Mon.- 
Sat. “Old Obeserver” series. His 
.“Clary’s Gazette,” however, is a 
full musical production based on 
'the Gay ’90’s theme and up 
| through the Roaring ’20’s. Not only 
|has it an appeal for old-timers, 
| but also those onetime cutups of 
the ’20’s now entering middle age. 

This nostalgic mood is also en- 

hanced by the arrangements of 
Russ Gerow, who directs his 18- 
piece orchestra in the musical 
| styles contemporary with theirgpe- 
|riods; it also applies to the choice 
‘of vocal numbers and the hits of 
| reetereey sung by George Murray 
or the Gay Blades (quartet). The 
musical and vocal background is 
| full-toned’and lively but the whole 
‘show is commendably centered 
around Settell with his picturing 
of by-gone decades from news in 
the then current headlines to his 
personal reminiscences of great 
sports events he and niany of his 
older listeners witnessed. 

Evolving around his homely and 
| philosophical scripting, plus a dis- 
| arming and “untrained” delivery 
and mannerisms in which he is just 
| himself, the program’s swift popu- 
larity on both sides of the border 
is easy to understand. Not that the 
Settell technique is based on a 
,melancholy theme—it is fast-mov- 
|ing and informal—but that throat- 
| tightening quality is still there, 
| particularly in the nostalgic sign- 
| off to the orchestra’s playing of 
| “Memories.” That, however, is the 
/only sobering spot in an excellent 
and highly listenable 30-minute 
segment. McStay. 





| Raleigh — Howard W. Masch- 
;meier, announcer on WRAL, was 
,appointed program ronager for 








WPTE, Albany, N, Y. 


jas Papa Louis B. Mayer paced 
|anxiously in the corridor. 
‘other kids were on hand 
|producers, stars, 


'brace him up. And the kids saw to 





execs, 


lit that never ever was there such 
(a sendoff as this for an FMer, and 


that it’s hardly likely ever to be 
repeated. : 
Stars started gathering for the 
five-and-a-half hour show in “The 
World’s Biggest Drugstore” (Rex- 
all), where WMGM’s baby sister is 
now holding forth, early in the 
afternoon. They came on platters 
and they came live. Matinee layout 
consisted of Margaret O’Brien (who 
was reprised for the big evening 
show), Lassie and a bunch of 
clowns. They entertained 100 kids 
from local orphanges, as well as 
set-siders, for an hour. 

From 4:30 to 7 Jerry Lawrence 
held sway, emceeing a truckload of 
platters from RCA-Victor, Colum- 
bia, Decca, Capitol and M-G-M Rec- 
ords, all specially sliced tune- 
tributes from Margaret Whiting, 
Dinah Shore, Hoagy Carmichael, 
Evelyn Knight, Abe Burrows, Beryl 
Davis, Betty Jane Rhodes, Johnny 
Mercer, Buddy Clark, Bob Crosby, 
Les Brown, Mel orme, Lorry 
Raine, Jim and Mildred Mulcay, 
Frankie Masters and Jerry Gray. 
New York legit and radio names, 
emceed by Ted Husing, sent their 
disk regards—and those of Loew’s 
WHN and WMGM, New York— 
from 7 to 7:30. 

All this was merely the preview 
to the preview. The _ typically 
Hollywoodian stuff ran from 7:30 
to 9. Searchlights rocketed as 
Devons, Jaguars, Sunbeam Talbots, 
M-Gs and Flying Standards un- 
loaded their autograph prey in the 
drugstore’s a. 

Bill MacCrystall, KMGM’s gen- 
eral manager, and Herb Pettey, 
who scrammed his post as Loew’s 
radio director in New York tem- 
porarily for the event, were only a 
minute late getting the show going, 
but once it was off it was a power- 
house. Credit for that is due Les 
Petersen, who produced, and Billy 











Elgin airshow in line, who directed. 

Carey Wilson emceed. Mayor 
Fletcher Bowron welcomed the new 
station and then sidelined to talk 
things over with Ida Koverman, 
Mayer’s exec assistant. Mayer him- 
Self was off somewhere listening to 
the show, it was announced, as was 
|Justin Dart of Rexall. Messages of 
greetings from them were read. 
Mayer’s was a promise, also, to put 





Pidgeon read.the wires. 


and tonsils to “There Ought to Be a 
Society” and “Ok’l Baby Dok’l.” 
Edward Arnold did a takeoff on his 
“Mr. President” ether stanza. Mar- 
garet O’Brien told about her recent 
visit to Ireland and the Continent. 
Danny Thomas gave out with the 
one about the paisan who had 
troubles getting his baby christ- 
| ened. Pidgeon and Wilson got in- 
‘volved in a weak script hinged on 
the phophecies of Nostradamus— 
|the show’s one weak spot. 

Peggy Lee thrushed “Why Don’t 
You Do Right?” Keenan Wynn and 
Peter Lawford slammed over a 
semece routine from the Gus Sun 

ime. 








Woods,” Johnston sang “That Old 
Black Magic,” and the pair dueted 
“The Song Is You.” Red Skelton 
did his “Widdle Kid” routine, ex- 
plaining that the reason KMGM is 
located in a drugstore is “in case 
the commercials make you sick.” 
Andre Preven drew sparks out 
of the Steinway with the Khatcha- 
turian Toccata and “Body and 
Soul.” Esther Williams and Ben 
Gage delved into the home life of 
a radio announcer. Mary Jane 
Smith sang “Kiss Me Again.” 
Jimmy Durante and Van Johnson 
wound it all up with “Chiddabee,” 





| simple. 
directors—to | 


Wilgus of J. Walter Thompson, an | 
old hand at keeping the annual | 


|; away motif. 
All his | 


As formats go, this one is quite 
A capsule mystery case is 
enacted and the right guess of the 
culprit pays $100. The premium 
for a good guess is a crack at the 
‘jackpot clue,” composed in the 
form of a jingle. For every case 
which is missed out by a student 
contestant there is $100 added to 
the prize of the “jackpot clue.” 
This added incentive started off 
with $100 and remained unclaimed 
at the program’s fadeout. Even 
though the sum at that point was 
but $300, it was announced that the 
second installment of ‘“Who-Dun- 
It” would tee off with $500 in the 
pot for this mystery “clue.” 

The handling of the jackpot 
question seemed to be off beam. 
At no time during the program was 
it made clear what or whom the 
clue was supposed to identify, al- 
though advance publicity on the 
show explained that it would be 
“based on a famous crime of fact 
or fiction.” It could have been 
~ yd due to a bad case of script- 
ing. 

As for the entertainment impact 
of the show, it’s strictly a tail to 
the banknight kite. Bob Dixon 
does a gracious job at emceeing 
and Santos Ortega registers almost 
‘faceless” as the “Inspector Slade” 
from whose casebook the four mys- 
teries presented on each program 
are supposed to have been culled. 
An added feature on the acting 
end is a, “guest detective,” some 
one who plays the lead role on an 
established radio mystery show. 
On, this occasion the guest was 
Stats Cottsworth, who does the 
name role in “Casey, Crime 
Photographer” (CBS). 

One thing that made itself quite 
apparent during the initial installa- 
tion of “Who-Dun-It” is that it 
would be wise for the m.c. to treat 
the thing purely as a guessing 
game and not press the contestant 
for an explanation of how the cul- 


pet was identified. In that way 
arrassment and di 
can be avoided. Beer. Age 


Odec. 
a wonderfully funny stint in which 
ao be ny ween startled— 
_800d—to find himself plavi 

straight man for Van. coe 

It may have been true, as Skel- 
ton pointed out pointedly, that only 
Metro execs were listening, because 











; Kathryn Grayson and/'| 
Johnnie Johnston did a Pons-Kos- | 
telanetz on “Tales of the Vienna 





they’re the only ones who c: 
he ‘ can af- 
ford FM sets, but anyone else who 


|accidentally or otherwise stumbled 


in the line of the coffee-pot’s beam 


a lot of worthwhile stuff on the air | C¢'tainly got an earful of good 
from now on in. Wilson and Walter | Sow. If Leo intends to keep this 

| Up, it'll be FM’s biggest boost to 
Betty Garrett tossed her torso ‘ate. 


Mike. 
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~ Inside Televisi 

Although the Harold Stassen television show Thursday night (27) on 

the CBS-TV “Presidential Timber” series was produced by Young & 

Rubicam staff members in a private capacity, the project had the posi- 

tive endorsement of the agency’s president, Sigurd Larmon. Latter is 

rted an ardent Stassen supporter. 

as was written and produced by David Levy, directed by Wes 
cKee, with William Forbes as liaison with Stassen’s headquarters. 

Harold Smith, Y&R publicity head, assisted Forbes ahd pressagented 


New Lifesize Tele 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Anfo Television has developed a 


home use. Set casts a six by eight 
foot image. 

William Anderson, chief tech- 
nician for Anfo, said that set is 
ready for distribution and will be 
put on the market shortly. 














the telecast. ‘Film inserts for the stanza were produced by Jerry 
Fairbanks, who regularly does such work for NBC. ,Paramount filmed 
the telecast off the orthicon tube, for subsequent airing over video 
stations in other cities. 





Members of ‘the Radio Directors Guild (shortly to become the Radio 
and Television Directors Guild) are flocking to the Astor, N. Y., these 


Monday nights to bone up on video techniques. Guild-sponsored sem- 


inars—this wéek’s (31) was the third—will continue through June 
(except on June 14, which is Guild meeting night). David Lewis, free- 
lance tele director formerly with the Caples agency, spoke last week 
on dramatic serials. This week's session took up variety shows, with 
Ralph Levy of CBS, presiding. Max Fleischer, the film cartoon pro- 
ducer, is expected to talk to an upcoming session. Seminars are being 
chairmanned by Charles Polacheck of CBS, tele rep on RDG’s N. Y. 
board. 





Western Reserve Univ., Cleveland, one of the first big schools to 
institute a television programming laboratory, has received a $5,000 
grant from the Rockefeller Foundation to extend its TV work in the 
graduate school. 

Grant will be used to provide fellowships of $1,800 each to two stu- 
dents, who are to find scripts suitable for TV and adapt them to the 
medium as part of their work toward a master’s degree. Duo will also 
design sets and direct plays at WEWS, Scripps-Howard tele outlet in 
Cleveland, with which the school has been working in close cooperation 
since the station took the air last year. 





The Cleveland-Akron and Cincinnati areas were omitted from an 
item in the May 19 issue showing the number of tele sets, as reported 
by the Radio Manufacturers Association, shipped in 1947. The RMA 
tabulation gave 2,828 as the number of sets shipped to the Cleve-Akron 
area and reported 2,160 receivers for Cincinnati. 


Brewer Splashing Chi 
For Lombardo Show 


, Chicago, June 1. | 
Splash set by Canadian Ace 
Brewing Co. for the bow of the 
transcribed ““Guy Lombardo Show” 
surpasses the drumbeating for any 
other comparable show in local 
radio annals. Show starts on WGN 
Thursday (3) for 13 weeks through 
Louis Weitzman Advertising, Los 
Angeles. 

Teeoff promotion includes three 
days of airplane trailerizing, hun- 
dreds of two-sheet posters, car 
cards, bumper cards, strips on 


| KUOM’s Full-Hour | 
Dramatization Series | 


Minneapolis, June 1. 

KUOM, University of Minnesota 
station, Saturday (5) will reinaugu- 
rate popular summer feature, Sat- 
urday night hour-long dramatiza- 
tions of American novels. 

First offering will be “Prime 
Leaf,’ novel by Robert Penn War- 
ren, univ@sity faculty member 
and Pulitzer prize winner with his 
play “All the King’s Men.” Scripts 
are written and produced by staff 
members of KUOM and Univer- 
sity Radio Guild, and are sched- 
uled for nine weeks, 7 p. m. Satur- 





| sponsors. 


|| B’casters Guild 


| Be 

















Continued from page 24 





| 
|most popular programs in their re- | 


| spective communities. 

Guild produces the shows. 
; also markets them exclusively to 
|; One station in a market. Produc- 


ers are Gil Ralston of Procter and | 


| Gamble; Don Sharpe of ABC: Jack 
Wilcher of Badger, Browning & 
Hershey agency’s radio depart- 
ment, and C. C. Tucker, producer 
of the Holland Engle show. 

Guild gives broadcasting station 


members a 30-day option on each | 


property announced for produc- 
‘tion. Six being peddled now are 
the Cliff Edwards show, 260 quar- 
|ter-hour programs for a five-a-| 
| week basis for a year; “Joseph Cot- | 
| ten Co.,” 26 half-hour shows; “New | 
| Adventures of Michael Shayne,” 52 
'half-hours, with Jeff Chandler in| 
|lead role; “Road to Gold,” 260 
|quarter-hour stanzas featuring 
Marvin Miller spinning treasure 
hunt yarns; the Engle show, 260 
quarter hours; and “Music by 
Muir,” two-piano layout, 260 


| quarter hours. 


Membership fee is station’s one- 
hour Class A national rate as pub- | 
lished in Standard Rate and Data. | 
Guild member-stations price the 
shows themselves, in line with fees 
they know they can get from their 
However, producers of | 
each show have the option of nix- 
ing a station’s suggested price, if 
he feels the price is too low in that 
particular market for his type of 
show. 


Guild now has 124 radio station 
members throughout the country, 
with every type of station, from 
250-watt local indie to 50,000-watt 
clear-channel network affiliate. 
Reactions of members indicate 
probable acceptance of program 


direct projection television set for |} 


It 


| Telenews 
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live pickups on film for trans- 
mission later in the day will be 
able to do so at no extra cost. Any 
stations not connected to the cable 
| Wishing to buy film transcriptions 
|of the live pool pickups are re- 
quired to pay one-tenth of the pro- 
|rated pool cost. 





| 


} 


‘station in the latter category will | 


be 
share of the pool. 


Par’s First Contract 

WPIX, N. Y. Daily News’ forth- 
coming station, has already closed 
a deal for Paramount to transcribe 
enough of the daily proceedings on 
film to provide for a one-reel re- 
hash each night. Contract is the 
first Par has signed for commercial 
use of its film transcription 
method, which is the same system 
it uses for its theatre TV. NBC 
has also announced that it will 
press its kinescope recorder into 
use for the first time at the con- 
ventions to provide material to its 
affiliates not connected to the 
cable. 

Bids for the film pool had origi- 
nally been taken from five different 


outfits, which included one of the 
major theatrical newsreel firms. 
After lengthy consideration, the 


| field was finally narrowed down to 


and Emerson Yorke. 
bid has not been made 
known but Yorke is believed to 
have offered a complete daily film 


Telenews 


’ 


| package of the convention proceed- 


ings at a single price to the indus- 
try of $68,000. Because most of the 


coast cable are already affiliated to 
one of the webs, 
them film directly, 
impossible to split up the cost 
equitably among the few remain- 
ing stations Plans for the film 
pool, consequently, were aban- 
doned. 

American Telephone &+ Tele- 
graph, meanwhile, has announced 
that three cables will be available 
for TV broadcasters during the 
convention. One is to be used for 
the pool, one for any outside con- 
vention shows that a station or 











motor coach buses. days. 


by listeners, stations and sponsors. 


which will feed | 
it was found | 


charged $5,000-$6,000 for its | 


Midwest Spots 


Continued from page 27 


as interviews with the political 
bigwigs, and the third for regular 
commercial business. Fifteen sta- 
tions along the eastern séaboard 
from Richmond to Boston are al- 
ready connected to the cables and ~ 
will have access to the pooled 


It’s believed each | material. 


Total costs for the live pool, in- 
cluding cable charges, manpower, 


'ete., is estimated at $78,000 for 


both conventions. Pool is to oper- 


‘ate eight hours a day during the 


scheduled five days for each party’s 
confab. 














Pedagogs 


'———- Continued from page 22 Goa 





and we'll guarantee its success. 
We'll even cast bronze medals to 
commemorate it!” 

At Farnsley’s usging, Fisher 
(who is a mayor himself, of Tarry- 


_town, N.Y.) flew to Louisville last 


week to spend two days talking it 
over. Yesterday (Tues.), Farnsley 
flew into N. Y. to further arrange- 
ments with Fisher and Ken Dyke, 
program veepee. On arrival, how- 
ve Farnsley fell ill and was 
rushed to Mt. Sinai hospital. The 
parley was postponed. 

In addition to already named 
schools, those who’ve asked for 
info include the Univ. of Alabama 


iand the State College of Washing- 


stations not connected to the east | 


ton, Pullman, which operates 5000- 
watt KWSC. International Corre- 


| spondence Schools and the Satur- 





day Review of Literature also have 
asked about the possibilities of 
tie-ins. Magazine has suggesteel 
publishing supplemental material 
for the NBC-aired courses. 





Laredo, Tex.—Howard W. Davis 
and Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Beretta 
have applied to the FCC for ap- 
proval to sell their stock in the 
Laredo Broadcasting Co. to Mark 
Perkins for a consideration of $80,- 
000. The group operates KPAB 


‘and holds a construction permit for 


network may wish to pick up. such | KAIR-FM here. 
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LLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


No. 7. 


Best Seliers On Jukes—Variety | 
"You Can't Be True Dear" (JERRY WAYNE) 







Most Played Juke Box Records—The Billboard 


No. 1. 


"You Can't Be True Dear" (JERRY WAYNE) 


Best Sellers—Daily News 
"You Can't Be True Dear" (JERRY WAYNE) 
"Dickey-Bird Song" (JERRY WAYNE) 


personal mgt. WARREN H, PEARL 
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cumbent). (Miss Payne was elect- 
ed from Chicago, but has since 
transferred to the New York chap- 
ter.) 

Besides the seven incumbents 


up for reelection as New York rep- ; 


resentatives, there are nine other 
incumbents whose terms do not 
expire until next year. Of this 
group, six are Artists Committee 
partisans, one is an unaffiliated 
liberal, and the other two have no 
known gereral voting policy and 
attend few meetings. The Artists 
Committee holdovers are William 
P. Adams, Jack Arthur, Staats 
Cotsworth, Carl Frank, Frank Gal- 
lop and Jay Jostyn. Robert Donley 
is unaffiliated, and James Melton 
(though sympathetic to AC) and 
Lawrence Tibbett rarely attend 
meetings. 


The New York-Los Angeles al- 
liance is particularly powerful be- 
cause board -.eetings are held in 
New York, with the Coast section 
meeting in Hollywood, so repre- 
sentatives from other locals are 
unable to attend. Even when the 
other locals can attend meetings, 
or on the rare occasions the ses- 
sions are held in other cities, the | 
N.Y.-L.A. combine holds a big vot- | 
ing margin because of the bi-sec- | 
tional setup. The same conditions ' 





existed, with precisely the same jp 


result, at the last national conven- 
tion, last August in New York. 


Curious N. Y. Situation 


Becaus? of the upsurge of the |ffi arse 
liberal coalition in New York last | <n Continued from page 23 sas 


fali (in revolt against AC domi- 


Buzz Aston’s Accident 


Pittsburgh, June 1. 
Buzz Aston, featured singer on 
KDKA ‘staff, came within a split 
second of losing his eyesight last 
week when furnace in his new 
Bethel Township home exploded 
while he was examining it. Tem- 
porarily blinded, Aston was rushed 
to the hospital where quick action 
is credited with-saving him from 
blindness. 
As it is, he'll have to undergo 
regular treatments for months be- 
fore his vision returns to normal. 














AFRA Showdown 


ees Continued from page 24 





nance), a curious situation exists 
in this chapter. The Independents, 
comprising a wide divergence of 
political views, control the local 
board and hold all local elective 
offices. But on the national board 
(including the New York delega- 
tion) the AC still holds the heavy 
voting majority it won at the elec- 
tion last spring, before the national 
convention and the consequent pro- 
test uprising. 

Of the various proposed local 
| constitutional amendments to be 
voted on at next week’s New York 


important. One would revise the 





|board members. Since alternate | 
| proposals have been advanced for | 
| two-year and three-year terms, the | 
{membership may vote either one, 
lor to retain the present one-year 
setup. 

The other major amendment 
would change the requirements for 
voting membership in the local. 
The present rule that anyone who 
has been a member for a year 
must appear on 30 broadcasts or 
play 10 principal parts to have the 
right to vote would be revised to 
require merely the 30 broadcasts, 
on the ground that the definition of 
“principal part” is too loose. 














system of local board elections to | 
| provide for staggered terms for | 


Ben Park’s Health Series 


Chicago, June 1. 

Ben Park, who recently resigned 
as writer-producer of WBBM'’s 
kudo-winning “Report Uncen- 
sored,” following suppression of a 
script on restrictive covenants, 
last week was signed by the Chi- 
cago Industrial Health Assn. for 
scripting chores on a new docu- 
mentary series about community 
health. Series will be aired in co- 
operation with the Chi Board of 
Health and 29 health and medical 
agencies. 

Script that led to Park's exit 
from WBBM finally was aired May 
12 after a quick about-face by execs 





lier harged “editorial- 
membership meeting, only two are | who earlier had charg 


ization.” 


Radio's Bank Night 


L——= €ontinued from page 1 











them have become students of 
Hooper reports and are instructing 
their contacts to concentrate on 
the higher-rating nighttime shows, 
and to give but secondary thought 
to daytime programs. This disdain 


‘for the daytime outlet is expected 


to mount as network commercials 
go off for the summer and give- 
away sessions move in as replace- 
ments. 

This weighing of comparative 
audiences also takes in local give- 
away programs. About the only 





Lever-A&A 


} 
} 
| 





“expected to live up to their obli- | 
gations.” 

Action on the option sets at rest 
a rumor_that had been going the 
rounds that Charles Luckman, No. 
1 Lever man, had become so dis- 
turbed over A & A insistence of 
going ahead next season with their 
$30,000 radio-tele deal, linking 
beth rights in a single package, 
that he was on the verge of drop- 
ping the program forthwith. As a 
result of the Lever move the team 
has no choice now but to shelve 
its video ambitions until the latter 
part of *49. 

MCA had been pitching the team 
for several weeks, with the talk 
including a suggesstion that the 
Cambridge manufacturer might be 
induced to surrender the final seg- 
ment of its contract should a suc- 
cessor client, amenable to the ra- 
dio-video proposition, be interest- 
ed in taking over as of fall 49. As 
far as the trade knows, the talent 
organization hasn’t received a sin- 
gle bite to date. 

The talent organization’s Coast 
toppers are reported to have ex- 
perienced some embarrassment 
from the persistence of the New 
York office in stressing the ’48 








The Texas Rangers, 
America’s foremost sing- 
ers of Western tunes, are 
ready for the big summer 
roundup —The: roundup 
to bring their large au- 
dience direct to your sales 
room. The Texas Rangers 
have a wide selection of 
favorite tunes, transcribed 
for top quality. Their 
hundreds of selections are 
as flexible as live talent. 
You can spot your sales 
messages to your own 
needs. In short, you are 
adding the Texas Rangers 
to your sales force. The 
price is scaled to fit your 
market and your station. 
You'll be highly pleased 
in songs and music... 
and in sales. 





Wire, Write or Phone 





availability angle, but this irrita- 
tion now seems to have been re- 
| solved by the option pickup. 


article that isn’t still on tap for a 


| giveaway show is the automobile. | 
| They can be had only for cash on) 


the barrelhead. The prize con- 


|tacteers claim that the networks 


themselves ruined this phase of the 
swap orgy by buying the cars in 
order to show such prospective 
auto manufacturers the sort of 
merchandising a program of this 
type could do for them. They cite 


CBS’ success in selling DeSoto on 
taking over “Catch Me.” . 

All but $6,000 of the $90,000 
given away in merchandise and 
services on the networks weekly is 
accounted for by 18 programs, 





Broken down by giveaway 
type and broadcast source, ra- 
dio’s weekly carnival of give- 
aways figures as follows; 


Network merchandise 





shows ... $90,000 
Local merchandise 

shows 30,000 
Network money give- 

ae ee vee 25,000 
Local money give- 

Selly Sea 20,000 
WOE Gide os os $165,000 





which are listed in an adjoining 
column. The $8,000 easily repre- 
sents the many other shows, like 
“Quiz Kids,” “Juvenile Jury” and 





Ever since MCA put the team 
on the block the trade has been 
looking askance at the formula de- 
vised by A & A for their radio- 
tele showcasing, since they’re plan- 
ning an Al Jolson-Larry Parks 
technique whereby a blackface pair 
will do the TV standin while only 
the A & A voices will be heard. 


NBC Nighttime 
‘ae Continued from page 23 
Friday night at 9 into Tuesday 
night at 10:30. 

Colgate is moving its Friday 
night 8:30 “Can You Top This?” 
show into the Saturday night Judy 
Canova spot, dropping the latter. 
With .Sterling Drug’s “Waltz 
Time” (9:30-10) and Molle “Mys- 
tery Theatre” (10-10:30) switch- 
ing over to CBS, it clears the full 
two-hour 8:30-10:30 Friday night 
segment on NBC for the new pro- 
gram look. 

Procter & Gamble, which has 
bought Skelton (it becomes a Rus- 
|sel Seeds account, since Skelton 























heard Thursdays 10:30, gets the 
nod for Friday at 8:30 for a move- 








for Complete Details 










AN 
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over of the Cantor show. And the | 
9:30 to 10:30 strip, under present 
plans, will go to “Ford Theatre,” 
which has threatened to scram un- | 
less NBC can find a night spot for | 
the dramatic stanza. | 
The Friday at 8 NBC “Highways 
in Melody” may move over to 
ABC in the fall, which would mean 
a re-bracketing of the proposed | 
Friday schedule and moving up 
“Ford Theatre” for an_ earlier 








a3 


showcasing. 


“Information, Please,” which give 
away radios, typewriters, encyclo- 
pedias, etc. This tally, however, 
does not include those shows that 


chandise as the lure. 


While the distribution of cash 
on network stanzas hasn’t main- 
tained the: mounting pace of the 
merchandise giveaway, the money 
shew is still potent, conservatively 
estimated at $25,000 a week. A 
likewise conservative estimate of 
the weekly cash giveaways on the 
hundreds of local telephone quiz- 
zes throughout the country puts 
that phase of listener cozening at 
around $20,000 weekly. 


Few Buy Their Prizes 

Few are “the commercial pro- 
grams on the networks that buy 
their own giveaways. An outright 
exception is “County Fair” (CBS). 
“Vox Pop” (ABC) also buys most 
of its prizes, but also makes deals. 

As for the network money give- 
aways, the bigtimers include 
“Truth and Consequence,” which 





| distributes an average of $2,500 
‘along with merchandise and serv- 
is a Seeds “exclusive”), moves into | ices; “Strike It Rich,” which walks 
the Friday at nine slot. Pabst, | 
sponsors of Eddie Cantor, now! 


the ghost for a similar amount on 
CBS Saturday nights; “Break the 
Bank” (ABC), which passes out 
an average of $2,000, and “Sing It 
Again,” CBS sustainer, which also 
supports a 2G merry-go-round. 








Kirby-Harris 


Continued from page 25 








Radio’ seem truly astonishing .. . 
Here is a book which proves that 
the American way in radio, as in 
democracy generally, serves better 
than any other system in achiev- 





a 


How the Payoffs Figure 


Following is a list of the major merchandise and services give. 
away shows on the networks, with the estimated average weekly 
retail value of their prizes plus other info: 


Day or Weekly 

' Show Nightime Web Client Payoff 
Bride and Groom...... D ABC Sterling ........ $5,000 
Catch Me If Can....... N CBS a a 5,000 
County Fair..... A CBS Borden’s ...... «+ 1,500 
Everybody Wins........ N CBS Philip Morris.... 6,500 
House Party.........- 5 ae CBS Gen. Elec...... +e 1,500 
Give and Take......... D CBS we tse as ee 
Go for the House...... N ABC Sustaining ....... 4,000 
Heart’s Desire......... D MBS Philip M......... 3,000 
ECS noe ato hs 49 D CBS MUNOME, onc ccvee 2,500 
Ladies Be Seated...... D ABC Quaker-Toni ..... 2,500 
Lucky Partner......... N MBS Sustaining ....... 5,500 
People Are Funny...... N NBC Brown & W...... 2,500 
Queen for Day......... D MBS Miles-P. Morris .. 20,000 
Stop the Music........ N ABC Speidel-Smith B.. 98,500 
Take a Number.. N MBS U. S. Tobacco 2,000 
Truth-Consequences N NBC Procter & Gamble 2,500 
Vox-Pop ..... N ABC Amer, Express 3,000 
Winner Take All....... D CBS Co-op 5,000 
BNO: ai) ee tet Toa a a eee Be oan oe ol $84,000 

——— Oe 





ing happy results for the millions 


of protagonists in life’s great 
drama.” 
The authors, however, express 


fervent hope that U. S. radio will 
be better prepared in the future. 
Summing up, they state: 
“American radio was lucky. It 
ad-libbed its way through the first 
war—and without government con- 
trol... . There is scant comfort in 





as support for this interpretation | 


the fact that when the Japs 
bombed Pearl Harbor no plan ex- 
isted for the use of radio as an in- 
strument of either defense or of- 
fense, or for anything else, for that 
matter. For that oversight both 
government and the radio industry 
may be criticized. Furthermore, 


| as long as no M-Day plan for radio 


for the future exists, so long will 
the public welfare be imperilled.” 


Kirby and Harris suggest that, 
“as a first step, regular liaison 


armed forces, the State Depart- 
ment, the Federal Communitations 
Cemmission and the radio industry. 
The mechanism is at hand in 
Washington. The National Assn. 
of Broadcasters is well-geared to 
handle such an important assign- 
ment.” In World War II, “while 
the overall radio results were gen- 
erally satisfactory,’ the authors 
conclude, “they were achieved only 
after endless bickering and negoti- 
ation. With full co-operation on 
every hand a truly superlative job 
might have been done.” 

Everybody who was anybody in 
wartime radio gets a nod in the 
tome. Show business’ vast contri- 
butions are decumented. And the 
pages are sprinkled with now-it- 
can-be-told anecdotes of the “tri- 
umphs, fiubs and escapes” experi- 
enced by those who headed up the 
radio effort. 

Book rates a must label in the 
reading of anyone even remotely 





run occasional contests with mer- | 


associated with radio. It holds in- 
| terest right up to its back-page 
| “honor rélls.” Doan. 


CBS In Middle 


amu Continued from page 25 


|pitch to Martin direct in an effort 
to bypass the agency. 

CBS maintains that Martin’s 
“thinking” on divorcing agency 
commissions from outside pack- 
ages pre-dates negotiations for 
“Suspense” and in fact offers docu- 
mentary evidence in support. Simi- 
larly, when Martin sought to deal 
direct with CBS on the “Suspense” 
deal, the network took the position 
that for obvious reasons it couldn’t 
become involved. : 

It’s recalled, too, that when CBS | 
execs sat down with the Four A’s | 
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should be established between the ; 


Radio Committee, it formulated a 
policy on packaging on television 
shows, also extended into radio, 
establishing gross prices for its 
network-packaged shows to permit 
inclusion of the agency's 15° com- 
mission. Usual practice is to set a 
net price, with the agency—fre- 
quently embarrassed — adding its 
15%. 

Auto-Lite is currently mulling a 
new agency affiliation. Latter in 
all probability will have to sub- 
scribe to Martin’s feelings about 
outside package shows. 

“Suspense” preems for 
Lite on July 8. 


Auto- 





Kansas City—James E. Burke, 
Jr., is the new director of special 
features for stations KMBC-KFRM. 
He fills the spot vacated by John S. 
McDermott, who recently became 
—— director for the two sta- 
tions. 
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ONITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
» NBO, 10:30 P.M., E.D.8.T. 
M-G-M— the Island With You” 
e “THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 
Met.: LOU CLAYTON 

















DO YOU WANT TO BE ALONE? 
A restful isiand retreat between Freeport and 
Jones Beach, & acres, over 300 ft. bulkhead, 
lantiscaped flower carden. Ranch type archi- 
tecture with complete privacy to exquisite 
swimming pool, stone fire place, 5 bedrooms 
and & shewers, service quarters, boat house 
with Gar Wood 1947 speed boat. Total cot 
$75,000. WILL SELL FOR $22,070 complete 
with furniture. FRED C. WARE, 119 W. Sun- 
rise Hwy., Freepert. Phone Freeport 9-3221. 
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Mibioducing Pecos Bill and “Sr 
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Rosenman quipped: “Maybe some- 
thing like 20th-Fox's ‘House On 


g2nd Street.’ 4 at | 
hy opened his exhibit with 
a tyra ter showing CBS’ total 
assets as of May 1, 1948, to be 
$39,432,809. He said the network 
believes television will be the 
natural extension of broadcasiing, 
and is aware of its economic im- 
pact on aural broadcasting. 
Counsel John Hearn for KROW 
pounced on Lodge at the morning 
session when the net's chief engi- 
neer told of staffing its proposed 


Frisco TV station with 42 trained ' 


technicians. There had been in- 
direct insinuations of KROW’s in- 
adequate personnel and Hearn met 
the innuendo with, “Are these the 
game type of technicians who 
worked on color television for 
CBS: the men you'll rely on to 
give San Francisco the service you 
promise?” Hearn jabbed away at 
“The Grandiose Plan of CBS" to 
win sympathy for his own modest 
operation. 


CBS quoted its total cost of tele | 


operation in Frisco for the first 
rear at $685,541, as against 

ROW’S $170,000 operating 
and $380,000 for construction. 

The Skouras contingent was out 
in force, numbering 14 New York 
and Coast officials, and barring the 


restless Spyros, were raptly atten- | 


tive all the way. Flanking their 
big bosses were Charles Bertero, 
Harry Cox, Lem Jones, Jim Dil- 
lon, R. H. McCullough, Irving 
Kahn, A. H. “Doc” Morton, Rich- 
ard Spear, Fay Reeder, 


Wobber. There-were two others 


Frisco TV Hearing . 


Continued from page 26 


cost | 


Earl | 
Sponable, Otto Koegel and Herman | 








Blume and FCC Counsel Joseph 
| Brenner. 

| Blume announced before the 
day’s session opened that he was 
jtaking a plane to Washington, 
| Thursday afternoon, and unfin- 
ished testimony would be taken in 
| the Capital. Odds and ends will 
be disposed of before Blume hops 
east. 


Cal crowd were due to testify 
today. 
Besides CBS, KROW, Fox and 


Pauley’s outfit, remaining bidder is 
Paramount Television Productions. 


Edwin Pauley and his Tele- | 








Net Airing 
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leged attempts to editorialize the 
news. 


Two of the thgee appeals judges | 
| agreed with FCC that its denial of || ; ‘ 
{ings with several manufacturers to | 


WADC on the program count was 
not censorship in violation of the 
| radio act. They cited the Supreme 
Court’s decision on the network 


anti-monopoly rules to sustain their | 
de- | 


finding that FCC may make 
cisions on other than engineering 
matters. 
however, thought WADC _ was 
within its rights in airing only net 


stanzas but opposed a grant to the | 


station because it would deprive 


an existing Ohio licensee of the | 


right to use this radio channel. 
WADC attorneys landed with 
both feet on FCC’s Blue Book in 
{their briefs opposing the decision 
and hoped to make it a test of the 


, court, however, steered clear of any 


Judge Wilbur K. Miller, | 


controversial program report.. The | 


RADIO 83 





Bearing Down a Bit 


a | 


Even the usually austere 
WQXR, N.Y. Times station 
which plays heavy classical 


music almost exclusively, ap- 
parently has a sense of humor. 

Following the playing of a 
particular selection during an 
hour of transcribed symphony 
music last Tuesday (25) night, 
the announcer declared: “That 
was Moussorgsky’s ‘Night on 


Bare Mountain.’ And to the 
person who phoned in, we 
don’t mean the one up the 


Hudson.” 








| WPIX Test | 


Continued from page 26 








remaining 70% could get no pic- 
ture. He pointed out, however, that 


most antennas would require orien- 
tation to the higher 
that a number of radio sets 
countered the same difficulty when 
the first AM stations opened on the 
higher radio band. 

To overcome the _ difficulty, 
WATV toppers are holding meet- 


ascertain what can be done about | 
realigning sets. Besides that, there’s | 
nothing much WATV can do about | 


the situation, Bremer said. 


band, citing | 
en- | 














Par Wants | 


me, Continued from page 27 =a 
its requestefor Cleveland. Hear- 
ings have already been held on 
Par’s Television Productions, Inc., 











atres, Ine., another subsidiary, in 
Detroit. Another Par affiliate has 
recently challenged the _ five-sta- 
tion-to-a-customer rule with a sixth 
| bid in Tampa, Fla. 

If FCC itself cannot act now, 


| the Commission was requested to | 


in Frisco and United Detroit The- | 





Monitoring the Foreign Countries | 





Washington, June 1. 





various nations as monitored from 


itheir official broadcasts by the 
| U. S. Government. ) 
| Poland: An arrangement has: 


|; been made for carrying out a Po- 
lish-Frei:ch cultural convention by 
way of radio. The French 
Poles will regularly exchange radio 


programs, including concerts and 
other broadcasts. 

| Finland: Hella Vuolijoki. diree- 
tor general oi the Finnish Broad- 


casting Co., is in Moscow confer- 
ring with Soviet authorities on 
technical matters affecting the Fin- 
nish broadcasting system. 

Japan: Japan Broadcasting Corp. 


CBS Jackpot 
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This time he 
from 13th to ninth. 




















| cities). 


comparison of 
lineup with 


; arguments 
| Nielsen's 


was a 
latest 


: Hooper’s for the same period. Lat- | 
|$85 for color 
McGee, “Lux Theatre,” “Winchell, | 


ter gave top billings to Fibber 


' Jack Benny and “Bandwagon,” in 
| that order, 
ninth and Godfrey trailing in 13th 
| place. 
| What hiked eyebrows - still 
| higher this week was a full five- 
point nosedive by Godfrey in the 
Hoopers, just released, for May 
15-21. In the Top 15 sweepstakes, 
|he was down from third place to 
12th. 


(Following is news of radio in | 


and | 


climbed | 


What made for renewed rating , 


| track, horse 
| hockey, 


Benny was again on top, for | 
the first time in weeks, but barely | talent 


jlengthens the time of its nation- 
wide network by one hour, effec- 
‘tive today (1)! Decision was made 
‘following a poll of listeners who 
| wanted iater evening programs be- 
cause of the institution of daylight 
saving time. Under the new sched- 
ule many popular programs will 
be rebroadcast. The national net- 
work now has 46 stations, the most 
recently installed being at Saga. 








| Duplication 


New York studio orginations, re- 
motes released by New York out- 
lets and New York pickups out- 
side the local studios. The pro- 
posed agreement is for one year. 
Besides the proposed scales 
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| listed last February, the union de- 


mands now inelude the following 
announcer and sportscaster fees: 
Salary of $125 for a 40-hour, 
five-day week for staff announcers, 
with extra pay for sports events, 
m.c. assignments, acting, singing 
and commercial announcements. 
Fees of $200 for play-by-play and 
reporting of auto 
races, baseball, football and tennis; 


'and $150 for play-by-play and $85 
with “Irma” coming in} 


boxing, 
racing, 
and 


basketball, 
and harness 
swimming 


for color of 
regattas, 
wrestling. 

Since the submission of the per- 
former demands, the telecaster 
spokesmen have been meeting to 


{work out an “industry position,” 
, which is to be revealed when the 


groups meet again next week. The 
unions, including AFRA, 


two-tenths of a point ahead of | Equity, Screen Actors Guild, Amer- 
Winchell. (ican Guild of Musical Artists, 
| American Guild of Variety Artists, 

Des Moines—Don V. Shoemaker | are represented by a joint com- 
director of promotion for KSO, | ™ittee of the parent organization, 


being kept under wraps as ob- ,mention of the Blue Book in its | order a report from examiner Jack 
— ; opinion. | Blume who sat on arguments on 
Counsel Welch was credited with ‘the Par-Du Mont combo earlier 
a smart maneuver by taking the Edinburg, Tex.—Allan Dale, for- | this month. 
last day of the hearing, allowing | meriy with KFH, Wichita, has been | ; 
20th-Fox to avoid mistakes of those appointed general manager of} Boston—Marie Houlihan, flack-| Des Moines, has resigned to be- | the Associated Actors & Artistes of 
preceding it and giving it more | KURV and KURV-FM here, suc-|ery director of WEEI, elected | come director of advertising and , Americafi. George Heller is chair- 
time to prepare its case in line | ceeding Louis Aiken, Jr., who has/| prexy of New England Press Wom- | promotion for KFAB Broadcasting | Man of this 4A’s committee, and 
with questioning of Examiner resigned. 'en’s Association. Co., Omaha. i Henry Jaffe is attorney. 
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Represented by Radio Sales 





Like this: Wieboldt’s—leading Chicago department 
store — wanted to move more merchandise. They 
turned to WBBM. WBBM turned out “Melody 
Lane.”* And‘‘Melody Lane” turned out these results: 


SALES: $14,000 worth of hose in September! 
$6,000 worth of men’s jackets in October! $9,000 
worth of coats in November! $4,600 worth of 
blouses in a four-day period in December! 
A total of $33,600 worth of WBBM-sold special 
items in three typical months! 


LAURELS: First place in the National Retail Dry 
Goods Association contest for the most effective 
large-store radio advertising in the nation! First 
award by the Chicago Federated Advertising Club 
for the best local nighttime variety show! 


Chicago’s Showmanship Station W EER 


50,000 watts « Columbia Owned 


Radio Stations Representative, CBS 


No wonder WBBM has been Chicago’s 
most sponsored station for 22 years! 





merchandise, as 


WBBM gets results you can bank on... 


After three years of sponsorship, Wieboldt’s told 
the NRDGA: “ ‘Mtlody Lane’ is not merely spen- 
sored by Wieboldt’s...it IS Wieboldt’s. It is a 
splendid medium for selling specific items of 


well as being one of our best 


investments in public relations and good will.” 
Like all WBBM-built programs, ‘‘Melody 
Lane” delivers high returns at low cost. Scoring 
measurable results isa WBBM habit. Has been for 
22 years. That’s why advertisers place more busi- 


ness on WBBM than on any other Chicago station. 


That’s why YOU 





belong on WBBM. 


*Styles in modern melody are modeled by the WBBM orches- 
tra, vocalists and guest stars. Styles in clothes are brilliantly 
described by Wieboldt’s fashion expert, as models parade 
the talked-about fashions before a WBBM studio audience, 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





‘DISH NIGHT’ 





~ Paine Replacement Written Off 


There isn’t likely to be any more talk of a general manager for 
the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers, to 
yeplace the late John G. Paine. Subject of digging up a person- 
ality to take Paine’s place came up again at last week’s (27) monthly 
meeting of the ASCAP board, and was shouted down. 

Gene Buck, member of the writer faction of the board, proposed 
that the Society snag someone conversant with its affairs to co- 
ordinate and help the four paid executives who jointly assumed 
Paine’s administrative duties. His proposal was shunted aside by 
board members who had been instrumental in electing Fred Ahlert 
to ASCAP’s presidency. These men feel that Ahlert, in the few 
weeks since he took office, has demonstrated he’s qualified to 
handle a major portion of the work that a general manager might 
be called upon to perform. They expected Ahlert to more or less 
become a working president even though it is not demanded that 
the president of the Society do more than be a figurehead. 








AS DISK 





Travelling Bands That Keep Localites 
Jobless Slated for AFM Parley Talks 


One of the issues expected to 
arise during the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians annual conven- 
tion, starting June 7 in Asbury 





Dave Rose in Deal 


SALES HYPO 





GUL. 3 PREMIUM 
Teal QUE IN ALY, 


The dish night angle of sales- 
manship is making its bow in the |} 
record retailing business this week. 





Some Top Stars Won't Record Hits 
Already Established by Others, Feel 


Hurdle Too Great to Overcome 





Columbia is trying out such an 


— through its New York New Rochelle Local 
Waives Glen Isle Tax 


As part of a multi-pronged drive 

jto lure people back to the platter! Though the New Rochelle. N. Y.. 
;counters, Columbia launched yes-| local of the American Federation 
terday (Tuesday) an ad campaign | 0f Musicians recently instituted a 
lin the New York dailies offering | $3 per man broadcast tax for re- 
| free premiums with the purchase | Casino in New Rochelle is not pay- 
| of a batch of any six records from | ing the levy. Glen Isle debuted for 
‘its catalog. Premium consists of a | the season last Thursday (27) with 
‘Columbia sapphire needle and an | Gene Krupa, the tax rule being in 
'album with six pockets. Package is | effect but not being applied to 
| being advertised as “a $6.75 value| broadcasts by Krupa. Spot’s man- 
| for $4.50." It makes perhaps the pweerserey made other arrangemenis 
ifirst time in the history of the | involving employment of local men 
|business that records are being | for banquets, parties, etc., which 
lsold like soap and drugs, the way | Satisfied the basic idea of the local 





+ Some 


mote band programs, Glen Island | 


| market 


| Cole’s interpretation. 








Park, is the “travelling” band sit- 
uation. In recent months, a num- 
ber of clubs and dance spots in) 
various key cities have been in- | 
duced to install travelling name- 
band policies in preference to the | 
use of local orchestras, and a num- 
ber of AFM locals are up in arms. 
They want something done to dis- 
courage them. In fact, a number | 
of locals have already made the 
path pretty bumpy for visitors. 

It’s claimed by AFM men that 
some locals along the eastern sea- 
board and from the midwest, have 
banded together to _ introduce 
through one of their number, a/| 
resolution controlling the circula- | 
tion of name bands through their | 
territories as a means of protect- | 
ing jobs of their members. This | 
résolution, it’s said, will include a | 
demand that travelling bands be} 
barred from any given local juris- | 
diction six months out of: every | 
year, leaving the field to the local 
tooters for the remaining six. 

This situation has long been a) 
sore spot. But due to the in-| 
creased use of travelling bands by 
nitery owners seeking to stimulate | 
lagging grosses with name per-| 
formers, the situation is much | 
more acute this year. | 

The coffers of each local within | 
whose jurisdiction a _ travelling | 
band may perform are benefited | 
by the visitor, but. that makes no | 
difference any longer. A travVel- 
ling leader pays 10% of his salary 
to the local within whose jurisdic- 
tion he works. The idea is to get 
jobs for the local members. 


Four Pubs Win $1,630 


Infringement Judgment 
Vs. Embassy Rest., N.Y. 


Embassy Restaurant, New York, 
failed to answer the complaint of 
four music publishers for alleged | 
infringement of six of copyrighted | 
numbers via public performance | 
for profit without a license. De- 
fault judgment of $1,630, which in- 
cludes not less than $250 for each 
publisher plus attorney fees and 
court costs, was granted the plain- 
tiffs in N.Y. supreme court last 
week. 

: Pubs are George Simon, Inc. 
(Til Danee at Your Wedding”); 
Crawford (“Made for Each Other,” 

September Song” and “Je Vous | 
Aime”); Shapiro - Bernstein (“And | 
Mimi’( and Morris (“Papa Won't | 
You Dance with Me”). 


| 











| record 


With E. H. Morris 


Dave Rose has concluded a deal | 
with Edwin H. Morris via which | 
compositions for the next few! 
years. Exact term of 


i'which is agreed upon but not yet | 


signed, is undisclosed. 

Rose formerly was connected | 
with Bregman-Vocco-Conn, which | 
has his “Holiday for Strings” and | 
other items. B-V-C, of course, re- | 
tains them. 


theatre-admissions were pulled 
years ago. The special package will 
be limited to June 30. 


With the retailing end of the 


the latter company will publish his |industry down to its lowest level 


since the depression, Columbia has 


the deal, | intensified consumer research, pro- 


motion and advertising activities, 
seeking to find ways of stimulating 
fresh interest in record buying. 
As an important facet of this drive 
it has been making tests in New 


England with different types of | 


newspaper ads and radio commer- 
cials. 


| One of the radio tests took place 


AKM’s $700,000 85" 


Take in 1947 


Vienna, May 20. 

By handing in a report of a 
revenue surpassing 7,000,- 
000 Schilling ($700,000), board of 
directors of AKM (‘Austrian Society 
of Authors, Composers and Music 
Publishers) won hands-down ap- 
proval of general assembly. Slice 
of this is reserved for international 
accounting with the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. 

General manager Emil Oswald 
reminded members that it was 50 
vears ago this month that the late 
Josef Weinberger founded AKM. 

Austria's “point system” of ob- 
ligatory programs — ‘170,000 were 
scrutinized during 1947, registering 
30,000 compositions) a considerable 
part of U. S. origin give complete 
returns and make a just distribu- 
tion possible. Members get what 
is due to them. Musicians union 
gets a piece as reward to its mem- 
bers for filling out programs. 

Revenues from provinces 
doubled those of the capital. Dis- 


| appointing item was revenue from 


broadeasting stations, due to con- 
fusion caused by zoning system. 
Some broadcasters Tyrol just throw 
demands for accounting into waste- 
basket. Others, remit whatever 
they please, but fail to forward de- 
tailed programs. 

Losses during period of currency 
reform were heavy. Cash money 
was devaluated November last by 
two-thirds. 

News of Rudolf Schanzer’s 
tragic death in a German concen- 
tration camp in 1944 was an- 
nounced. This had not been known 
up to now. Schanzer was one of 


fore the second world war. 





Mass. Kay Kyser’s 
,recording of “Woody Woodpecker” 
was singled out as the “guinea 
'pig.” Platter was plugged via tran- 
scription in stationbreak time at 
'frequent intervals during a single 
iday. The result of the concen- 
| trated splurge was the sale of 


‘close to 6,000 copies of the etching | 


|within the period of a week. 
According to some of the major 


For British Lesit, 
But Not for Pub 


Mickey Goldsen, operator of the 
Barbour-Lee catalog for Peggy Lee 
and Dave Barbour, completed a 
unique deal last week for the song, 
*“Manana,” written by the latter 
|pair. Goldsen made a deal with 








-English legit producer Leigh Staf- | 


‘ford under which the hit is being 
,used in the show “Maid to Meas- 
jure,” headlining 


|the Cambridge, London, last week 
(24), the deal for the tune being 
made at the last minute. 

What makes the arrangements 
strange is that Goldsen has not 
made any deal with a British pub- 
lisher to handle the tune. And he 
doesn’t expect to make any even 
if it becomes as big a hit in Eng- 
jland as it was here, as a result of 
its use in the show. 

Goldsen figures he’s better off 
| taking the weekly sum he'll collect 





|duecer for the song’s use, plus col- 


Jesse Matthews | 
{and Lew Parker. Show opened at | 


—to give localites jobs. 

At the same time that the local 
put the $3 tax into effect, it boost- 
ed scales for the area to $103.50 
per man for travelling bands work- 


this high cost by instituting new 
hours for Krupa and bands to fol- 
low. They'll work only 9 p.m. to 
2 a.m. for which the scale is only 
$83 weekly. Formerly Glen Isie’s 
bands worked from 7 p.m. 


SPA, MPPA Agree 
On New Contract 


After some 20-months of nego- 
|} tiation, the Songwriters Protective 
|Assn. and the Musie Publishers 
| Proteetive Assn. have arrived at a 








i tentative agreement for the settle- 
ment of terms of a new contract. 
Ideas of both sides were finally 
resolved in meeting last Friday 
(28) in New York. As far as pub- 
lishers are concerned, the terms 
are okay, but before they can lead 
to a formal contract-signing, the 
SPA Council 
the deal made by its negotiating 
;committe. This isn’t likely for a 
‘couple weeks since some members 
‘of the Council are out of town. 

| Last two stumbling blocks to a 
| settlement were the SPA’s demand 
‘to restrict foreign copyright grips 
'on U. S. songs to the same 28-year 
| period that exists in the U. S., de- 
spite the fact that English copy- 
right law allows a 50-year beyond 
death of authors hold. And the 
splitting of costs to financially sus- 
tain the office of Harry Fox, col- 
lector of mechanical and synchron- 
‘ization fees for pubs. The 28-year 
idea was settled amicably ‘space 
/doesn’t permit details) and as for 








written equally by 
publishers. Formerly, the writers 
had asked that the cut of sums Fox 
collects be jumped .to 3%4% and 
the extra 114% be given to the 
SPA treasury. This was flatly re- 
jected by the pubs, who couldn’t 
see contributing to a union fund 
that might eventually be used 
against them. Later, the writers 
then demanded that the pubs carry 
ithe entire 2!2% cut to Fox. This 
‘the pubs rejected. Finally, 
|SPA’ites agreed to the even split. 








Filed sev- | the most successful librettists be-| 4) this side from the show’s pro- | 10 ¢ ? 
eral months ago against the E. 57th | RED ALLEN § SHANTY 


St. Amus. Corp., corporate oper- 
ator of the Embassy, suit charged | 
ringements took place Feb. 7, | 





Pub Sues ‘Skatin’ Toons’ | 

Claiming $5,000 damages, I. Pol-' 
lock filed suit in N.Y. federal court | 
last week against Hilyer Allen De 
Bois, whose Skatin’ Toons allegedly 
Pirated the 
Toy Violin.” 

Pollock, according to the com- 
Plaint. wrote the unpublished num- | 





ENGLISH JAZZ CLUBS 
BAND TO FORM FED. 


London, June 1. 
A National Federation of Jazz 
Organizations of Great Britain has 
been formed. Federation is to hold 


‘an inaugural meeting of club dele- | 
plaintiff's song “The |gates from all over the country | sheet sales are off, the best income 


here June 5. 
Aim of the organization is to help 
and advise member clubs on mat- 


'lecting record royalties direct and 
| receiving performance royalties 
‘from the British Performing Rights 
Society through the American So- 
‘ciety of Composers, Authors 
|Publishers. He figures he'll wind 
lup with more coin by handling the 
| song's English career in this man- 
| ner. 

Goldsen believes that as English 
ihe can hope for from the usual 


| 10°% of the English selling price, 
is less than $1,000. If he made a 


ber with Anne Harris prior to July |ters relating to jam sessions, rec-| deal with a British pub, the latter 
9, 1942. He charges De Bois lifted |ord recitals, and effect liaison with | would also cut in on the recording 


his tune by using it for a recording |the Musicians’ 


Union, Board of 


for skating rinks. An accounting. |Trade, local authorities and other 


etc., is also asked. 


official bodies. 





he'll come out ahead. 


and | 


Witmark music has 


must rubber-stamp | 


| Fox’s fees, it was agreed that the | . . ; 
214% he collects will be under-|™ade it breezy and informative. 

writers and He runs the gamut from such di- 
| verse 


ing two sessions. Glen Isle solved | 


| 
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iin the 


major and minor com- 
panies are having’ difficulty with 
j top stars over post-bap recording. 
In varying ways. artists are re- 
fusing to make disks with whieh 
their employers seek to compete 
in the market with post-ban hits 
|either started by indies or made by 
; majors before Jan. 1. 

| Perry Como, for example, flatly 
j|refused RCA-Victor’s plea to cut 
| ‘Nature Boy” some weeks back. 
|Como felt that Nat (King) Cole’s 
lead on the tune was too 
great to overcome, plus which the 
public had shown preference for 
Como could 
not see the wisdom of trying te top 


/Cole on something the latter him- 


self had caused to become a hit. 

Other singers have refused for 
other reasons. Some are members 
of the American Federation of 
Musicians and do not want to risk 
penalties that might be applied in 
the event they disregard the ban, 
even though they are not musicians 
i true sense of the word. 
Frank Sinatra is one of the few 
who have recorded in face of the 
ban. 

Last week, Frankie Laine flatly 
refused to record for Mercury for 
a different reason. He explained 
he would not make disks without 
the 88’ing of his accompanist and 
partner, Carl Fischer, and the 
latter cannot work, of course, sinee 
he’s a working AFM member. Mer- 
cury had asked Laine to put vocals 
to backgrounds recorded for the 
company in England and shipped 
here. 





Whiteman’s New Book 


On Records Is More 
Than a Disk Anthology 


Paul Whiteman’s new _ book, 
“Records for Millions” ‘Hermitage; 
$3.50) is misnomered, at least in 
part, as being “a guide to record 
collecting.” It’s really a highly 
entertaining and informative book, 
with an authoriative, first-hand 
knowledge of diskting which makes 
for some good reading. The record 


” 


collecting guide thus becomes see- 


ondary, despite the fact it com- 
prises two-thirds of the book. 
David A. Stein gets billing as 
“editor,” and whether he assisted 
in ghosting for “Pops” or organ- 
izing the text, fact is the book 
sounds like Whiteman and nobody 
else. Thus, while basically an an- 
thology of recordings, by group- 
ings and style, it’s not dull beeause 
Whiteman’s introductory text has 


subjects as “Little Joe,” 
archivist of record rarities, to 
Crosby; from the reason why sym- 
phony musicians make the best 
popular or dansapation dispensers 
to Whiteman’s formula for an 
ASCAP method of jukebox pay- 
ment to the diskeries and disk art- 
ists; from “jazzing the classics,” 
which he pioneered, and how and 
why “Song of India,” for example, 


the | Subsequently sold more and better 


in their orthodox “classic” ver- 
sions after the Whiteman orches- 
tra first pepularized Cesar Cui 


and Rimsky-Korsakoff. 


NO BOON TO WITMARK 


Unfortunately the book comes 
out at a period when the record- 
ing business is at its nadir. How- 


has advised ever, because it is such a great 
Apollo Records that it is preparing | trailer for all recording companies, 
to enjoin it from further manufac- | who probably will and should get 


turing or marketing of a Red Allen | behind this book, it will doubt- 


Town.” 


misuse of license but serious dam- 
age to the value of the number. 








restaurant July 


Two GAC bands 6 
| were thought to have been set. 


parody of “Shanty in Old Shanty | lessly get 


support perennially. 


|Deems Taylor did the foreword, a 


Blue Barron’s orchestra goes | F ‘ 
into the Jones Beach, N. Y. main | yacht. The Sentimentalist, to beer 
3 for four weeks | manufac.urer George Trommer for 
and performance royalties. By not} and may be followed by Skinny | the summer. 
making such a deal, Goldsen figures | Ennis. 


Publishing firm claims that the | chatty intro in keeping with the 
arrangement represents not only a| general informality of the entire 


book. Abel. 





Tommy Dorsey leased his 96-foot 


On the road with his 
| ad, Dorsey ‘won't beable to use 
\it, anyway. 
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A Prideful Association With 
A Talented Compeder— 





EDWIN H. MORRIS & COMPANY 


Iu MA is 


STRINGOPATION 


To Be ilieieal by 
PUPPETS SERENADE 


SERENADE 10 ‘A LEMONADE 
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DISKERS WILL MISS 
AFM NAT'L CONVENSH 


e won't be a recording com- | 
pany. representative in attendance 
at the American Federation of 
Musicians convention, which opens 
at Asbury Park, N. J. Monday (7). 
And the disk execs who have .been 
meeting for weeks. in the hopes of 
devising an idea that might appeal 
to James C. Petrillo and his ex- 
ecutive board, do ‘not expect that 
the union will devote more than 
cursory attention to the disk ban. 
If. anything else happens they'll 





be plenty surprised. 


Though the Industry Committee, | 
made up of execs of the major | 
companies, have been meeting | 
fairly consistently, trying to come | 
up with a plan to settle the disk 
fight, nothing concrete has been | 
determined. Their meetings with | 
Milton Diamond, AFM counsel, | 
have turned up nothing. 


It has been well known since | 
Jast fall that the diskers were en- | 
deavoring to blueprint a plan to 
get around the Taft-Hartley act 
and continue paying the AFM the 
coin it wants (cited by VARIETY 
last August), but in their search, 
the diskers realize, they must ex- 
ercise caution. They were told 
during last fall’s investigation into 
Petrillo, by Hartley himself, that 
they weren't showing enough spirit 
in the fight against Petrillo and 
that if the companies as a group 
flouted the T-H Act in laying out 
a method of by-passing the law’s | 
anti-union-fund clause, he would | 
give them more trouble’ than 
Petrillo ever could devise for them. | 
For that reason they're very wary. 


“SLAP ’ER | 
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PAW"’ 


CHOICE MUSIC, INC. 
Garet Komere, Pref. Mgr. | 
9109 Sunset Blvd. 1576 Broadway 
Hellywood 46, Cal. New York, N. Y. 
CRestview 1-5254 COluambes 56-7880 
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America's New Instrumental Hit! 








DOWN AGIN, | 








The top 30 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Mysic Broadcast Over 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 


John G. Peatman, Director. 


At a Sidewalk Penny Arcade 
Baby Don’t Be Mad At Me 
Baby Face 
Beg Your Pardon 
Betty Blue 


Dickey-Bird Song—t' 3 Daring Daughters” 


Don’t Blame Me 


For Every Man There’s a Wennn—1 
Haunted Heart—*“Inside USA” . 


Heartbreaker 

I May Be Wrong 

I Went Down To Virginia 
It’s Magic—*“ 
Laroo Laroo Lilli Bolero .. 
Little White Lies 

Long After Tonight 

May I Never Love Again 


Pecos Bill—7*‘ 
Put ’Em In a Box, 
Sabre Dance 

Tell Me a Story 
Toolie Oolie Doolie 


We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye i 


What’ll I Do 

Woody Woodpecker 

You Can’t Be True, Dear 

You Were Meant For Me—?i“ 
You’re Too Dangerous Cherie 


The remaining 21 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 


Over Radio Networks 
Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


A Bed Of Roses 
A Fella With An Umbrella—7“ 
A Tree In a Meadow 


Beyond the Sea ie 
Blue Shadews On the Trail—? 
But Beautiful—7“Road to Rio” 
Dream Girl—7"“Dream Girl’ 
Feathery Feelin’ 

I'd Give a Million Tomorrows. . 
I’ve Got a Crush On You 
Manana 

My Guitar 

My Sin 


Old Ferris Wheel ales 
Rhode Island Is Famous For You 


Spring Came 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby 
What Do I Have To Do—; 


a 


Romance On High Seas” 


“fee 


Now Is the Hour or a 
‘Melody Time” ... o+ 
Tie 'Em With Ribbon 


Best Things In Life Are Free—j‘“‘Good News’’. 


“Melody 


“Are You W ith it” 


Survey Week of May 21-27, 1948 


CeoeCeceoeeeeseereoaceoors 
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“Casbah” 


. Williamson 





nents se . Johnstone-M 
Easter Parade” 


Time” 


You Don’t Have Know Language—j‘ Road to Rio” 


Yours 





ae 
= 


* Legit Musical. + Filmusical. 








“THE REAL McCOY 


. Robbins 
. Bloom 
. Robbins 
.. Warren 


. Shapiro-B 
, BVC 


: * Lutz 
.. Burke-VH 
. Leeds 


.. Remick 


.. .Words-Musice 
. Berlin 

.. Leeds 

a .,.. Biltmore 

You Were Meant’”.... 

. Harms 


. Crawford 


Burke- VH 


.. Paramount 


a Goldmine 
.. Crawford 


. BVC 


HHO4-406644066664 0406666 


Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


Robbins 
Paramount 
Remick 


Melrose 


Leeds 
Advanced 
Jefferson 
Witmark 


BMI 


Santly-Joy 


Leeds 
Laurel 
C. Bi eels i 


Miller 


Feist 
Shapiro-B 


Chappell 
Santly-Joy 


Famous 


Oxford 
Har ms 
Barbour-L 
Bourne 
Chappell 


Republic 
Berlin 


. Burke-VH 
..Marks 
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There’s Only One ORIGINAL 
Smash Hit BEST SELLER 


MY 





By 


APPINESS 


JON and SONDRA STEELE 





DAMON RECORD D-11133 


In a Class by Itself 


Now Over Half-Million Sold 
There’s a Distributor Near 


DEMAND THE ORIGINAL 
DAMON RECORDING STUDIOS, Inc. 


1221 Baltimore Ave. 








Kansas City 6, Mo. 
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Hits That Explode Overnight’ Catches 
Leeds Short on ‘Woodpecker’ Demand 


Nature of the current music bus- | 


iness is such that hits explode al-| 


most overnight, catching publish- | 
ers off guard and without sufficient | 


with copies when it “breaks.” 


sheet sales are below norm. But, 
as a rule, they can feel the reaction 
| to a tune soon enough to be ready 
Not 


| so today. Hits skyrocket so sud- 


copies available to satisfy the ini- 'denly that they’re well on their way 


tial demand. And it’s an axiom of | 
the biz that sheet sales lost are | 
never recovered. 


Last week Leeds Music got 
caught short with its “Woody 
Woodpecker,” which promises to 


parallel the sudden rise if “Nature 
Boy.” N.Y. jobbers relayed orders | 
to Leeds for over 15,000 copies of 
the tune before the first batches 
were off the presses. Same thing 
happened -two months ago with 
“Boy.” 

Music publishers rarely print 
more than a few hundred copies of 
a tune before a demand is created. 
And today they're warier than ever | 
about rushing to the presses, since 


'lumbia disk. 


‘and promptly forgot 


before pubs can catch up. 


“Woodpecker” was set rolling by 
one recording—Kay Kyser’s Co- 
Tune was cut by 
Kyser on the Coast just before the 
disk ban. Lou Levy, Leeds head, 
took the song for his firm in the 
rush of acquiring songs to record, 
zbout it; his 
N.Y. office didn’t know almost 
until the time Columbia issued 
Kyser’s record that the song was 
theirs. 

Tune is based on the Walter 
Lantz film cartoons of the same 
title, but is not included in one of 
the films. It will be soon, how- 
ever. 
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P HIT TUNES FOR JUNE ¥ 
(On Records) | 

f ga 
| A BED OF ROSES (Johnitone-Montei) on 


Sammy Kaye—Vic. 20-2601 © 


























Dennis Day—Vic. 


CHILLICOTHE, OHIO 


Rh Peggy Mann-Eddie Heywood—Vic. 
\ Four Tunes—Manor 1087 ® 


Frankie Carle—Col. 38036 ® 
Sammy Kaye—Vic. 20-2652 ® 


FOOL THAT! AM (Hilti & 


Dinah Shore—Col. 37952 
, Georgia Gibbs—Maj. 12013 ® 
fe = s Erskine Hawkins—Vic. 20-2470 © 
WRG Dinah Washington—Merc. 8050 © 


IT’S EASY WHEN YOU 


John Paris—Vic. 26-9027 ® 


hig & Dinch Washington—Mercury 8082 | 


“Kate Smith—MGM 10157 ®@ 
Betty Rhodes—Vic. 26-2737 ® 
Yvette—Vitacoustic 919 bd 


Buddy Clark-Ray Noble—Col. 


Denny Dennis—lLonden 142 


| A FEW MORE KISSES (Petmer) 


DREAM PEDDLER, THE (Peer) 


Harry Roy—london 225 ® 


The Ravens—Nat. 


Buddy Clark-Xavier Cugat—Col. 38135 @ Blue Barron—MGM 10185 
Eddie Ballantine—Tower * 


| WANT TO CRY  (€xceisior) 


Chris Cross—Sterling 4004 © Savanne Churchill—Manor 1129 


B LONG AFTER TONIGHT (emi) 


38091 
fi Bob Eberly-Russ Morgan—Dec. 24376 


20-2737 


(Mellin) 
20-2839 © Les 


Brown—Col.* 
Art Moeney—MGM* 





Hal Derwin—Cap. 481 
Snooky Lonson—Merc. 5124 
Del Courtney—Vite.* 


Range-Mutual) 


@ Sammy Kaye—Vic. 20-2601 


Billy Eckstine—MGM 10097 

_ Brooks Brothers—Dec. 48049 
Gledys Palmer—Miracle 104 

9040 


KNOW HOW (Pemora) 


Joan Edwards—Vita. 932 
@ Phil Reed—Dance-Tone 216 


Andy Russell—Cap. 15055 
Snooky Lanson—Merc. 5095 
Russ Titus—Musicana 14 





F LOVE IS FUN (Encore) | 
Ne Mills Brothers—Dec. 24382 © Three Suns—Vic. 20-2599 r. 
SERENADE (Music Played on « Heartstring) (Duchess) j 


© Jan Garber—Cap. 15043 
© Jerry Wald—Com. 7503 


John Laurenz—Merc. 5099 s: 
SOMEONE CARES § (Campbeli-Pergie) 
Vaughn Monroe—Vic. 20-2671 © Att lund—MGM 10170 
Frankie Carle—Col. 38130 * Mills Brothers—Dec. 24409 ; 
SPRING CAME (Republic) + 
Sammy Kaye—Vic. 20-2886 
TROUBLE IS A MAN (Regent) “ 
Sarah Vaughan—Music. 533 © Hall Sisters+Vic. 20-2386 ae 
Martha Davis—Dec. 24383 © Mary Ann McCali—Col, 38131 x 












Jack Mclean—Coast 8015 


YOURS (Marks) 


Benny Goodman—Col. 36067 

Andy Russell—Cap. 10112 

Not Brandwynne—Dec. 3913 
E. LeBaron—Dec. 25205 

G. Carter—B & W 3005 

Cuba Libre Six—Coda 5004 


BROADCAST 


S80 FiFTH AVENY 
NEW YORK ° 


Ginny Powell—Atlantic 860 


Xavier Cugat—Vic. 26384 © Jimmy Dorsey—Dec. 25121 


Vaughn Monroe—Vic.* 


cue heb . 


° Peggy Lee—Cop.* 


WHO PUT THAT DREAM IN YOUR EYES (stuart! fee 


Mark Warnow—Coast 8026 © Ray Carter—Rep. 122 4 


© Chuck Foster—Merc. 5125 


= a 
a 


ee 


® Eddy Howard—Col. 37995 
© Tito Guizer—Vic. 27410 
© Phil Reed—Dance-Tone 17 
© Ben Light—Tempo 598 

© Rey Smeck—Dec. 3790 

© R. Armengod—Dec. 18159 







_*Seon Te Be Released. 


MUSIC INC. 


NEW YORK 14 
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will, while sweet hearts finda thrill Astheir 








thecab-in door, Lul-la-bies tell us once more, It's 


yon- der dis-tant hill, Youcam hear a 
hearts en- twine; And 








Made in U.S. 


Words aad Music 
HAL MOORE 





Tl 


Copynght MCMXLII by JOE DAVIS, 1619 Broadway, New York City. 


International Copy right Secured 








SLEEPY-TIME IN CAROLINE 
(WALTZ SONG 
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To Lay Off Miss Church} OBERSTEIN SUCCESSOR 
| | t Izzy Grove, former pro fighter RCA-Victor has made no deci- 
| and for the past 18 years or so a | sion on a replacement for Eli Ober- 
VARIETY ‘ Soret ol band promoter in the | stein, who pulled eut as of last 
: : ew Yor ‘ iday i 
Survey of retail sheet music s| # 4 3) S|. paw in N. ©. sabltite apni | pecs Hanh ee ee 
sales, based on reports obtained Er O| —& 1% > 2 5 | stop annoying Frances Chureh, | Walter Heebner, Coast rep for 
‘ from leading stores in 12 cities, i: 2 o s a! 18\2 assistant to Joe Glaser. Grove was! the company, is in the east and has 
and showing comparative. sales | Se 3 Biel, B18 |=|35 prev _ court on charges of | been talked of for the post along 
rating for this and last week E} 3] fel [2\ 8] s/o le] e/2] 3 [lattegeny” scongéh,ater he had with Steve Sholes, who heads View 
w ~— -_ j . - | y © 2 
| —+—— 2/2} ($l elo] €+ 2/813 | 2/8] 2 |! marks to ner. ios eat Pactanh  Wamiee ae 
2 x 5 a| & Q S ela |e 2 | 3 A | Miss Church was put under the /company will select a replacement 
Ww k E di | ' “ b 2 s ¢ | ‘Ta |g lola 1s L protection of the court, which | from within or outside the com- 
ee n ing | 0 q & vi w I$ |Z ely = 616 means that if Grove repeats his | pany. It may be, however, that an 
National lai] olf] 2 Is | i | =i ./slel/-| pe performance he’s liable to penalty. | individual will net get the post. 
Rating MAY 29 leslie a - te i ioe a 5 0 i Z| o as been : feud between the | RCA has ideas of a committee of 
lpn | te | & J -»~igi ele! el a] o for some time. employees. 
es; €/8i< |*§ is] aglaisz |< |" 
This Last (Filo) Sis] ew [eg /B sir iziele a: oe " 
wk. wk. ‘Title and Publisher izi6ialgl& iSielflaigis < | : | LEEDS LEADS [Jf LEEDS LEADS [-RLEEDS LEADS |-]| 1eeDS LEAD 
———— Sane — = $< ——— — 
1 1 “Nature Bey” (Burke-VH)... > 2 s 2.5. 2.2.9 2 § £2 oi 7// we E the 4 “ 
2 2 “Now Is the Hour” (Leeds) hh at oe a Be mee i a ks se | (¥} 74 A far eee 
3 3 “Dickey Bird Song” (Robbins)... 2 6 6 3 3 6 3 6 5 2 3 7 80 
4 5 “You Can’t Be True” (Biltmore). . 4 6 _t.- +. 2. nur ~ 
5 7 “Teolie Oolie Doolie” (C.K.Harris) eT Bey ere 7 5 [' s+ ¢ & Ss yy Le Recorded by yack SMITH (copie i 
6 4 “Baby Face” (Remick)........ i oe es ne... a ee y, THE ANDREWS sarees a? FERKO STNG BAND ishercury? 5 
7 6 “Laroo Lilli Bolero” (Shapiro-B)...8 9 3 7 5 3 4 9 7 5 8 53 / cote Aan Ch Centwr° oo MANNING bonne 4 
a. he in A H / ron . 
$9 “Haunted Heart” (Williamson).....6 7 2 6 3 - 4 10 37 (7g KEM TOWN STRING BAT N10 (lempo *  SEONAIRES (London) 
” <a - = Yi LADELPHIA STRIN e THE SQUAD 
9 8 “Sabre Dance” (Leeds).... “lea. Selle’ , s 7 eae : & beer SAUNDERS (Roinbow) g STRING BANO genes 
10 11 “My Happiness” (Blasco)........ -.. .. 8 8 .. .. 7. 4 9 9 .. 3] Yt ; paienee oa STAR STRING eUs (universe! , 
oe ME ...,.5.. s<. ss a. @ 2 Et.) (Me 14 t mitt SCOT Cargeve seen LeDONNE mere | ey 
a EPS. ..:,... 0; <. i. . 8 0. te ME Ee  D YA Russ rents fe 6 THE De THO (oS y {tune Oise) 
12B .. “You Were Meant for Me” (Miller) ‘ Caer: see oy gos sueisy OnCHESI * oA, 
i3... “Just Because” (Leeds). | OE Eh Sey ce ue? ee Oo 




















Ranny Weeks, WCOP disk jock- °,° e 
ey, and one of Boston's top maes-| Dest British Sheet Sellers | Martin Payroll Cut 
Sant Feateap Wddise iar tome Vetta (Week-enting Bey $8) 1,700 to 3G 
(28). ‘ London, May 28. $ ) to Weekiy 
; Galway Bay Box & Cox » Hollywood, June 1. 
‘ The a o | Golden Earrings. ..... Victoria ‘ eee ap — a 
jecest Re ° Seal . 0 pare the overall payroll of his 
99 quest Song Feresa ............-.--LeedS | band from $4,700 weekly to $3,000. 
5 =. Solver Wedding Waltz....Unit | As a result, 10 sidemen are leaving 
1ve Near You _.......B. Wood |the band prior to its teeoff from 
Civilization .......... Morris bees for about 19 weeks of eastern 
* * Sag = ates. A contributing factor to the 
A Million Serenade of Bells... . : Morris loss of the 10 men is their reluc- 
ree in Meadow.....Connelly | tance to leave their homes in this 
T ys neo geo gt i van area for such a long road trip. 
eflections Water... . Maurice ' rahe PH 
Omorrows Time May Change...Connelly In making his cuts, Martin sliced 


|individual salaries from $175 to 




















(For Just One Yesterday) Wishing Waltz N. Gray | $130. He has been using two pianos, 
ibut will now get along with one, 
OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION Second 12 |tickled by Roger Spiker. Stuart 
1619 Broadway, New York My Achin’ Heart.....Connelly |Wade, one of the band’s vocal 
Tell Me a Story........ Dash group, also leaves, being replaced 

& — _ Kissing Her........ Feldman | by Merv Griffin. 
Wintertime ....... Cinephonic Martin, currently at the St. 
2 WATCH! WAIT! | aa a ee Darewski | Francis hotel,” San _ Francisco, 
a ae ae Wood leaves there Sunday (6) for one- 
eA You Do.............Chappell nighters across country until Aug. 
é Se BO cd e0 cee Dash 12. He does four weeks at the 
ett Re) er Morris Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., then 
@ ITS GREAT! © After All.........Cinephonic three weeks at the Strand theatre, 
Cousin Louella.....F. D. & H. N. Y., and three or four theatre 























The Ton Favorite 


MY HAPPINESS 








From the Walter Lantz Cartoon Character 
Recorded by KAY KYSER (Columbia) 





LEEDS LEADS / ej/ LEEDS LEADS [ef LEEDS LEADS | ef] LEEDS LEAD: 





Lyric by BETTY PETERSON Music by BORNEY BERGANTINE 
Introduced by 
JON and SONDRA STEELE 
On Damon Record No. D-11133 
Now Past the Half-Million Mark 
| Other Recordings by 
Bandwagon—A. and J. NELSON Dana—VINCENT and LASKOWSKI 
Beacon—SMITH and AYRE Decca—ELLA FITZGERALD 
Bullet—R. DEAUVILLE Mercury—J. LAURENZ 
Capitol—PIED PIPERS Paida—P. poy 
Columbia—MARLIN SISTERS Signature—AL/ N FRANKIE YANKOVIC (Columbia) + EDDY HOWARD (Majestic) “a 
Cernnepe-IRETAY TRIO ae SHELTON BROS. (Decca) + DICK STABILE (Decca) 


All Material Available 


BLASCO MUSIC, Inc. 


LOUIS BLASCO, Pres. TYTTITITT iti 
1221 Baltimore Ave. Kansas City 6, Mo. 


LEEDS MUSIC CORPORATION 
& i LOU LEVY, Pres. * AL GALLICO, Prof. Mgr. 
RKO BUILDING * RADIO CITY + NEW YORK 


and it's always time for..."SABRE DANCE” 
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5 VarteTY |() Best Sell Coin-Machines "et % ™2 22 
Loesser Sues oo ARIETY .1U Dest Sellers On 
. 1. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (8) (Biltmore)......... Pepe Jerry Wayne....... ; ‘aa Griffin 
Gwirtz (ver oS Mawes DOP. ih: ere Ws: ki cs oc ii wwcnacie due King Cole..... divsee yee 
3. LITTLE WHITE LIES (12) (BYC) pis cos be CEN aa ak 4 Dick Haymes.............Decca 
° 4’ MEY TEARPPENEGS: (5) CBIROOS) 6 ek ein Feces Jon & Sandra Steele..... — 
Sisters,........Decca 
Song Rights 5. TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (6) (Chas. K. Harris) ............. 1 Pan Horton as ee 
ie Si Bh > a a ee rr eae) Pe ane POPPY COMO. ci. i erates Victor 
Frank Loesser launched suit last . , {Woody Herman.......Columbia | 
week in N.Y. federal court gost 7. SABRE DANCE (14) (Leeds) | SE Segarra te bry ee re Bee ) Freddy 1 ER Re Victor 
Irving Gwirtz over a group oO : é 
songs written by Loesser to which 8. NOW IS THE HOUR (18) (Leeds) ..................0000055 fiber deo teens — 
Gwirtz allegedly claimed he had aaa : AES a tear BE sie | ee ee Sn we? Vr ec 
publication rights. Action is against 9. WOODY WOODPECKER (1) (Leeds) Art Mooney.......... M-G-M 
Gwirtz personally- rather than 10. BABY FACE (2) (Harms) rot: ; OR Ss eee ee ae Columbia : 
against Saunders Publications, . e 
Inc., one of Gwirtz’s music firms, | Coming Up 
> fact that the latter’s | 
eT bleak: . : MAYBE YOU’LL BE THERE (BVC) . Gordon Jenkins Decca 
Argument between the two is EE VY _ . ee \ Freddy Martin Victor | 
vedas Manet Sunes an Lateie | DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) ........ siaoetteier oe Annee 3 
made a deal with Art Schwartz, | ? . - , {Sammy Kaye........... Victor 
formerly a. — nf orn ; TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) 6% 0.8 Oe BOS £.ae b a6 8 3 os ° . eee ? Ames Bros MA Decca t 
Martin, via whic chwartz’s Saun- IT OR . ° ;' 
ders Publications would market | + PUT =m Oe OK Cente 3 oe CASES. King Cole Coste eeeeee ees Capitol 
some of the writer’s tunes. Schwartz | { FOR EVERY MAN A WOMAN (Melrose) ... oe Tony Martin............ Victer 
later sold Saunders to Gwirtz, but |< | aRoo LILLI BOLERO (Shapiro) ...................s0e00000: Fa aed in a Caphor 
the Loesser. tunes were not includ- ; 1 Perry Como.......... Victor 
ed in the deal. Gwirtz, however, { Andrews Sisters.......... Decca 
went ahead and a as ree 3 HEARTBREAKER (Leeds) 0+ 6 ee OD ace 6 ee ob 0-0 ee b Oe we eb ks 6% oR ) Ferlkzo String Band Palda 
songs were part of his purchase, | 4 9 ; 
sold copies of them, accepted me- | 4 HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) .....................6........ a "Lafoat Be 
: : Co 
gg, ingen = Pee 2 EE $ ST. LOUIS BLUES MARCH (W.'C. Handy) ..................... Tex Beneke Victor 
the mgnies accepted illegally by WE JUST COULDN’T SAY GOODBYE (W&™) .. Frank Sinatra........ Columbia 
Gwirtz and wants him stopped I’VE GOT CRUSH ON YOU (New World) Frank Sinatra........ Columbia 
from -representing Saunders S| % THAT. AIN'T RIGHT (Am, Academy) ................:.. Frankie Laine Mercury 
a hte : ¢ CUCKOO WALTZ (Chas. Hansen) .............0....,.: Ken Griffin ae 
B I I 4 D j 3 {Figures in pagentheses indicate number of weeks | song has been in the Top 10.) 
uri ives in veman Covers CHOSE HO HO EHHOOESEEOSEOEOH OOOOH EEE SOD 
Chicago, June 1. Sh Cl Ad O 
Burl Ives, currently on a concert erman-Clay's scar | | A ti ° einess 
tour, is being sought for a cafe date Ban oe lhe Seen 1. Pals Put Martin’ $ Music P izsch in Bu 
within the next couple of weeks at R d Pittsburgh, June 1. 
the Mayflower here. He is already eh sped ay eer ee Gee Shop $40,000 i In the CQ; Part-time trade started by Morry 
tentatively set for a run at the ja national contest for the most Hollywood, June 1, |Aptizsch, saxman with Tommy | 
same spot next fall, and may go to | ef dvert t t 
j apiragehns Sonnhs xt pap ae ae ads Freddy Martin has closed his|Carlyn’s band, has expanded so | 
Europe the following spring. All| |; ; : 
his next season plans are more or with National Music Week. music shop in the Ambassador 
less in Robante, bautver pending Contest, sponsored by Targ &| hotel after two years, and ab- 
further talks for the singer to star | Dinner, Chicago musical instru- sorbed a loss of $40,000. 





as Falstaff in a musical based on | ment distributing firm, was open 


pee gl 8 i cag Iv” on \to all piano, radio, record, general 
“Meanwhile” A cn ya been a music stores and department 


proached to switch to Columbia | stores. 
records when his present contract Catherine Bancroft is advertis- 





with Decca expires. ing manager of Sherman-Clay Co. 


Martin was too good to his 
friends to make any money. Maes- 
tro got hit continually for dis- 
counts or wholesale prices on 
merchandise and free installation 
to beot. All of which didn’t work 
out with the till. 


a small factory. 

Aptizsch turned in his notice to 
Carlyn last week. 
placed by Eddie Myers. 





Peer Sues Leeds 


In Infringement 
Over ‘Because’ 


Peer-International, one of the 
Ralph Peer companies, began suit 
last week. in N.Y. federal court 
against Leeds Music over the song, 
“Just Because.” Tune recently be- 
gan reaching some success due to 
the Frankie Yankovic recording 
(Columbia) of it, followed by 
others. And Peer claims Leeds’ 
song is an infringement: on a copy- 
right held by P-I under the same 
title. 

Leeds bought “Because” as part 
of the Jenkins catalog, when Lou 
Levy, Leeds head, purchased that 
firm in 1939. It was written by Joe 
and Bob Shelton and copyrighted 
in 1935.. Peer’s tune of the same 
title was copyrighted in 1930 by 
Hubert Nelson and James Touch- 
stone. Melodies of -both songs 
differ completely, but the lyrics are 
almost identical. 

Leeds, however, has been pub- 
lishing its version of the song, un- 
aware of the Peer tune, virtually 
since it bought Jenkins. And Peer 
did nothing about it until the 
Yankovic recording began moving 
and the tune started selling sheet 
music. Then it got out its own 
song, followed up by the suit 
against Leeds. 





Decca Halving Divvy 
Decca Records has cut its quar- 
terly 25c dividend to stockholders 
jin half, a move designed to gird 
ithe company for the coming sum- 
mer months, which are not ex- 


rapidly that he is quitting orches- | pected to turn up any improvement 
tra to devote all his energies to |in lagging disk sales, Cut, effective 
it. Aptizsch began some time ago| with the next quarterly payment, 
making braces for crippled chil- | will reduce the per share earning 
dren, and the sideline has grown | to. 1214c, but has nothing to do, of 
so that a small workshop is now | course, 


with the annual profits 
dividend. a 


Decca lists 776,650 shareholders 


He will be re-jof its capital stock. Last year, it 


went through a two-for-one switch. 
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Miller Music Parade 





HELEN CARROLL and SATISFIERS............ 










XAVIER CUGAT .... 


OPS O OEE EHH EH HER HHH HEHE eH H Hew eee 





Sec ee Shee eee eee eee ee 





savekedaned Victor 
SAI Se ee tease aaietie 


Sueund Columbia 
THE SQUADRONAIRES 


MUSIC CORPORATION |. (14 


With Vhese Sock Records by 


JACK SMITH with EARL SHELDON ORCH. , 
THE SQUADRONAIRES .........................--... vas..London sth 


n An Island With You |. 


_ With Hit Record Releases by 
HAL McINTYRE ....... pebbbase 


PPP eee eT eee eee Peer TC ee ee eee 





dined Columbia 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 














trenching itself as a popular Amer-|.pipes do 








Freddy Martin—‘“Girl Who Came | works. Band's treatment enhances 
From Peru,” “It Began in Havana the enchanting flavor of the Italian 
Victor). The rumba steadily is in-| melody. Jack Hunter's _ lyrical 
( commendably by the 
ican dance form. “Peru,” as cooked | song’s mood and sentiment, Blue 
c by Martin, sizzles with infec- | sage ditty on the other side won't | 
tious rhythm and warms the ear | add a notch to Lawrence’s rep, but 
with a fanciful melody. Barclay it’s pleasantly bouncy and draws a| 
Allen’s piano gives it added swirl | brightly-phrased vocal from Rosa- 
and dash, and the Martin Men} lind Patton. 





peddle a a swell vocal. Backing, Helen Carroll and the Satisfiers | 
what with Alien's flashy counter- “Walk a Little Faster, Talk a | 
point and Stuart Wade's suave Little Faster,’ ‘Takin’ Miss Mary | 
ivric, makes a solid premium. | io the Ball” (Victor). There’s the 


makings of a little clickeroo in 
Dave Franklin’s novelty, especially 
as carried off by this group. Russ 
Case’s background rocks with an 
apt assoriment of rhythm 
of the deft jogging effect injected 
into it, the attached “Miss Mary” 
is of minor import 


Ink Spots—‘‘Don’t Leave Now.” 

ere ee i“Ring Telephone Ring” (Decca). | 
My Favorite Five | vt pei have See o; ape ned in 
To : | “Leave,” written by Ex-Gov. Jimmy 
Ted Scott Davis. 


et It’s an ingratiating melody | 
KTMS, Santa Bateara, Calif. | worked at a-varying tempo. ‘Tele- | 
“Temptation” (Perry Como) phone” is of similar genre but 
“I Get Started” (B. Berrigan) | lacks the musical brightness of its 
“Misbehavin’”’ (Fats Waller) | companion. 
“Ole Man River” (F. Sinatra) Johnny Mercer — “The First 
“Moonlight Ser.” (G. Miller) | Baseball Game,” “Sweetie Pie’ | 
paren “orm | (Capitol). Some jocks in Cleveland 
and a fine orchestral dressing by | Were reluctant to air “Deck _ Of | 
Mischa Russell. Sonny Burke | Cards’ because of its Biblical im- | 
contributes much to the soft, ro-| Plications, Mercer's: baseball ditty 
mantic canvas contrived out of the | ay incur a similar reaction since | 
coupled composition. it ties in Biblical characters with | 
Perry Como—“It Only Happens | Plays in the national sport. Song 
When I Dance With You,” “Better | 15 not especially funny, but there | 
Luck Next Time” (Victor). ‘Hap-| iS 4 crack piece of novelty pitching 
pens’ sounds like a best seller. It’s 


in the Mercer-Pied Pipers’ treat- | 
perhaps the best version of the | ment of “Pie. It’s frothy with | 
“Easter Parade” ballad: anyway, | Thythm and a natural for the 
the best of those released to date. | jukes. 
Como’s at his maximum of caress-| Danny Kaye—‘Dena’s Lullaby,” 
ing ease and melodic lilt. Rhythmic | “Molly Malone” (Decca). Kaye 
mate, though capably projected, | turns in quite a job on these folk 
figures as just a tagger-along, al- | ballads,- particularly the not-easy- 
though it can “happen,” too. | to-chant “Malone.” It’s a sympa- 
Eliott Lawrence Orch—‘Donna | thetic and artful reading of the 
Bella,” “At the Flying ‘W’” (Co- | old English lament. A choir backs 
lumbia). For skillful tone blend-|him up on “Lullaby.” 
ing and coloring, “Bella” rates Ella Mae Morse—‘‘A 
among the young maestro’s choicest (Continued on page 44) 


Even with the disk biz being where 
it is, this one should go. 

Dinah Shore—“Baby, Don't Be 
Mad at Me,” “May |! Still Hold 
You” (Columbia). Miss Shore plies 
each with characteristic cadence 
and charm; “Baby” holds the edge 
on sales appeal. Included in the 
“Baby” package are the Four Hits | 
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Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 
“Nature Boy” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Nature Boy” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Nature Boy” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“You Can’t be True. Dear” 
British Best Seller 
“Galway Bay” 








Over 200 Symphs 
Ready for Marketing 
Via New CRC Process 


Columbia Records Corp. has a 
considerable catalog of recordings 
made under its new recording and 
pressing process which will allow 
one 12-inch disk to carry as much 
as 30 minutes of music. Company 
has over 200 full symphonies ready 
to dump on the market in addition 


ito numerous single recordings and 


kiddie material. 

All disks were made before the 
first of the year, a tribute to the 
company’s ability to keep its objec- 
tives secret until six weeks or so 
ago. Many tradesmen knew about 
it at that time, but, due to the 
fact they were also aware Columbia 
was endeavoring to make the an- 
nouncement a highlight of its sec- 
ond annual convention, at Atlantic 
City, June 21-22, it was kept under 
cover. 

Now that the story is out, Colum- 
bia has scheduled a press and trade 
demonstration of the new disks for 
June 18 at the Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y. 


Columbia made expected 
changes in its personnel during the 
week, cited in last week’s VARIETY. 
Paul Apfelder, head of the kiddie- 
disk department was given notice 
Wednesday (26). Josef Ziminich, 
head of the foreign department, 
also is on notice but may be re- 
tained in another capacity. Other 
minor people were let go also. 

Apfelder’s duties will be per- 
formed by Ben Selvin, now assist- 
ant to Manie Sachs, head of artists 
and repertoire, while Sachs him- 


|self will take up Ziminich’s chores. 


| mediately after the date of first 


Merc Continues to Import Backgrounds 
From England for U.S. Vocal Dubbing 


* Mercury Records is continuing 


’ | to bring into this country musical 
KHAN’S COUNSEL, ELLIS, | backgrounds recorded in England. 
‘ , | Company last week received a 
SEEKS COKE REVERSAL | bateh of masters inscribed with 
| unidentified new tunes to which 
Emil K. Ellis, as counsel for | vocals will be added by artists tied 
Mohamed K. Khan. is filing an |! to the Mercury label. And, ac- 
application with the N. Y. a he sctinde eke alien teem 
court to reverse a report of a - Sy de a . - es 
| special master in Khan’s suit for will keep coming as long as they’re 
linfringement of “Rum and Coca ee « owl PA ely or ae 
Nhat? octn tue , Vaic » The Mercury use s firs allore 
caer, nnnd ot sez oa } accompaniment several weeks back 
had held that protection to a copy- 4S 4 means of marketing a version 
right owner commences not from |°! “Nature Boy. fo a master 
the date of first publication but |™ade in England John Laurenz 
rather from the date of ad interim, | fitted the lyric of the hit tune, and 
or temporary, copyright. Ellis seeks ed disk was marketed within 10 
‘ “? » thi point of finding over- caavs 
rr ti ie a ee eee ; Almost without exception, the 
ae ; complete recordings and musical 
It is Ellis’ contention that the hackerovinds: thet have heen 
entire spirit and purpose of the brought here are excellently done 
copyright act, as far as giving pro- | toma technical viewpoint. Many 
| tection to foreign writers, would be questions have been raised as to the 
completely destroyed if protection | -..cons for their obvious superi- 
ee denied | between the date of ority over U. S: recordings. Tech- 
first publication abroad and ad in-| jicians familiar with*processes on 
terim copyright in this country. | both sides have been busy explain- 
| Such a_ruling, Ellis further holds | ing arte , 
| would permit deliberate piracy im- In the first place, it’s pointed 
out, foreign disks are not made on 
the production-line basis of many 
thousands daily by one machine 
operator, as is done here. Since 
the demand is smaller, the work- 
men who do the pressing, polish- 








| piracy, and it is his contention that 
|'such ‘a possibility was not within 
| the intention of Congress in enact- 
|ing the copyright law. ; 
Ellis also contests the interpreta- 
| tion given the master’s report by | ing, etc., are actually craftsmen at 
Feist counsel, to the effect that the | their trade. In this country, tech- 
| total damages of the infringement | niques have been reduced by de- 
will because of this finding amount | mand to the point where manu- 
to less than $100. Ellis calls atten- | facturing labor has little or no 
tion to a line in the master’s re- | knowledge of recording-processing, 
port which has him suggesting that | that is, machine-operating and 
the litigants ask the court to in- | polishing. 
struct him as to damages since this Another reason, and in all prob- 
question of law has never been | ability the main reason for the in- 
settled by the courts. ferior quality of current U.. S. 
It is Khan’s claim that the .co- | disks, is their lack of shellac. Eng- 
defendant, Morey Amsterdam, ap-| land has easy access to the main 
propriated “Rum and Coca Cola” | source of the ingredient—India— 
while the latter was touring Trini- | and, of course, its disk concerns 
dad with a USO troupe. The num- | are able to use large percentages 
ber was contained in a _ booklet | of the vital material. U. S. disks 
which Khan published and copy-| use only minimum amounts, main- 
righted in the colonial possession | ly because the cost to them is now 
}in 1943. so high (about 76c a pound), 
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44 MUSIC 
1 B.O.’ 
ands at Hotel D.V.s 
@ Que Tota! 
P Covers 
Hand Hotel Played Week Ou Date 
Emil Coleman*.... Waldorf (400; $2) ........-... 34 2,500 76,725 
Elliott Lawrence... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 1 1,600 5,975 
Ray Eberle*....... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 4 1,250 5,050 | 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ..... 81 825 73,250 
Lawrence Welk.... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) ..... 11 1,600 16,075 
Boyd Raeburn _ Commodore (400; $1-$1.50) .... 2 1,900 1,850 
Carmen Cavallaro. ..Astor (700; $1-$1.50) .......... 2 3,975 7,400 
* Donald Richards at Waldorf; Ice Show at New Yorker. 
Chicago 
Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Super-Market delegates (5,000) quartered here hiked to 4,600. 
Jaz at Philharmonic (College Inn, Sherman; 650; $3.50 min.). Helen 


Humes and Norman Granz group lured crew-cuts for fair 3,700. 


Ray Morten (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). | 


Carl Brisson best draw since Kay Thompson; swell 3,600. 


Orrin Tucker (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 


Nearing end of stay; still fine 3,400. 





Los Angeles 


Frankie Carle (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). Poor 2,300 tabs. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Good 2,650 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not m Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Marty Goutd (Chez Paree: 500; $3.50 min.). Willie Shore, aided by 
visiting celebs Frank Sinatra, Robert Alda, Jackie Miles and Danny 
Kaye, raised to terrif 5,100 covers. 

Gay Claridge (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). Big 2,000 first week. 

Henry King (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Swell 17,500. 

Teddy Phillips (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Exited with bright 17,30. 
Griff Williams in Tuesday (1) for two weeks. 








(Los Angeles) 
Henry Busse (Palladium B:, Hollywood, 5th wk.). Dreary 5,100. 


Philly Mummer Band 

Musicians Jomimg AFM 
Philadelphia, June 1. 

Mummers string bands have 
been an institution in Philly for 
more than half a century, but no- 
body ever thought of hiring them 
commercially. Only times the 


bands came out were on New 
Year’s Day or some neighborhood 
function. 





ers tried to sign up the string 
bands. But Local 77, American 
Federation of Musicians, balked on 
the ground that they would take 
jobs from union tooters. 


Pressure has become so great 
that the executive board of Local 
77 has announced that string 
band musicians are now eligible to 
join up. Already a number of 
musicians have signed up. As soon 
as a band is 100% union, it will 
be able to work and there are 
many lucrative jobs waiting. 

However, these string outfits are 
all from 25 to 50 pieces and to hire 
one, at AFM rates, would require 
the kind of coin that most band 
buyers can’t afford. 


Came the recording of “I’m 
Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover” 
and “Heartbreaker” by the Ferko 
band, and string outfit platters be- 
came the rage here. Niteries, cafes, 
taverns, and many club date book- 




















GEORGE SIMON, INC., Proudly Presents 


DRIDESGROOM POLK 


by ALLAN ROBERTS and LESTER LEE 


‘Records already released include: 


ANDREWS SISTERS(Decca) | KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) | DINNING SISTERS (Cap.) 
ART MOONEY (M-G-M) JERRY SHELTON (Mercary) 


Current Catalog: 


“LOST APRIL” 


from the Samuel Goldwyn Production "The Bishop's Wife’ 


“THE LOVELINESS OF YOU” 


by TED MOSSMAN and SILL ANSON 














In Preparation: 




















“SWEETIE PIE” and “LULU BELLE” 


(from the Columbia Picture "LULU BELLE") 


"TEXAS, BROOKLYN and HEAVEN” 


The original score, by Don Raye and Gene De Paul, of 
the coming Samuel Goidwyn Production 


“A SONG IS BORN” 


Starring DANNY KAYE and VIRGINIA MAYO 








GEORGE SIMON, Inc. 


HARRY SANTLY: 1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 








SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN: 1520 N. Highland, H'wood 28 





Jinsteins—“Just a Girl That Men 
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jof the °“Animal Record” concept | 
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-—— VARIETY a 3\al - 
2 S|} 2] ® 2 
Survey of retail disk best w >| a 5 ~ s 
sellers, based on reports ob- 2 = {a ee: 8 my 
tained from leading stores in Si. = 3 Flo FAelg Pg a 
12 cities, and showing com- s| 8 “ = E 2 VA Fj “ = > T 
parative sales rating for this me PS) s|S&l/a} | 8 3s 5 § o% S| 0 
and last week. El gles a & a S be & |= bs K T 
2:18)  ei8laltlela Sisial 4 
} <i cs S oe Bm qo |” E EIS L 
Endi Tle] alli a] lei ela l5 la] J 
National Week hg i ) = 2 % a ] W i a = P 
Rati 5 CilSis = £ a} 0 
= MAY 25 | & 4 elelg ! B| 4 s 4 e| 1 
BivS| SlEle eieiSlieja|s| XN 
This Last © E ® a s | S ~ S a | pat T 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title IZ O0!'| Ale ininia# lamina lSlols s 
KING COLE (Capitol) 
1 1 a = ee ee 1 1 1 1 { 1 2 2 1 1 t 6 113 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) a 
2 2 “Little White Lies” Te Gk Se i sn Se we Se ae he oe ee 
K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) _ 
3 3 “You Can’t Be True, Dear 3 4 3 aE ER TES Fa 1 68 
ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) : 
4 5 “Toolie Oolie Doelie”........... 6 10 4 4 4 7. 26 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
5 4 “Dickey Bird Seng”............. 4 9 4 3 24 
JO STAFFORD (Capitol) . 
6 8 “Haunted Heart” reer ‘ 5 5 s @.. ¢ 22 
JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) . 
7 6 “My Happiness” oe a ee Pare 4 10 5 5 20 
DORIS DAY-B. CLARK (Col) 
8 12 “Leve Somebody”. ............... 3 10 6 14 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
it Me Fg ey eer er 6 5 9 13 
TEX BENEKE (Victor) 
9B 5 “St. Louis Blnes March”......... 6 7 7 13 
ART MOONEY (M-G-M) 
10 a. | grey yr Pre Tis S.-i: 9 8 12 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
iy  .  skerrreorrTeTrTrsi vrs T KS . 19 ii 
KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
11B “Woody Woodpecker” ........... 3 4 11 
FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) 
12A “But Beautiful”........_........ 2 9 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
12B 13 “Maybe You'll Be There”........ 6 7 Q 
SPORTSMEN (Capitol 
12C “You Can’t Be True, Dear”.... 2 9 
.. FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) 
13A We SE ss os Sc absdoe bacceess 3 a 
STAN KENTON (Capitol) 
13B “Peanut Vendor”. ............-:. 6 8 8 
WOODY HERMAN (Columbia) 
13C “Sabre Damee”..........-.--.0-- 10 a 8 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
13D 11 “For Every Man a Woman”...... 3 ¥ 8 
ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) 
13E “My: Happiness”................. 3 8 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
ee ee os ks bs pce bw eds bees 6 8 8 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
Oo Re ae ee 3 8 
1 2 3 4 5 
FIVE TOP ee SONG HITS OF | BUSY FINGERS | KING COLE TRIO | LomBaRDOLAND 
| ALBUMS Siam Kenton Our TIMES Three Suns Volume Ne. 3 Decca 
Capitol Decca Victor Capitol 




















Jocks and Jukes 


Continued from page 33 


Further Down the Road a Piece.” ; Cleveland. Names attached to the 

“Bombo B. Bailey” (Capitol). Miss | characters bear much similarity to 

Morse, who recently came out of Carroll's but there’s much more 

retirement, doesn’t seem to be hit-| patter preceeding the tune in the 

-_ or 4 bull’s-eye with her choice | Bandwagon routine. 

of numbers. “Road” is an ineffect- “ 

ual bit of bucolic narrative, while Lawrenee Wa ~ Orch— Ken- 

“Bailey” attempts to make humor tucky Waits, Babbies in the 
Wine” (Decca). Gay, infectuous 


out of the antics of a fat man. |; “ ” 

’'Tain’t cute; especially for radio. + ahwdl of Babe oe Pg sae 

ere See $ music makes up| Mowery should find this side quite 
cy. a favorite in more sedate juke 

Dave Franklin and His Frank-| placements and with radio listen- 
ers who enjoy a good waltz. Welk’s 
theme song, the source of that 
“champagne music” angle, bal- 
ances the platter perfectly. 

Kay Kyser Orch—‘Little Girl,” 
“Takin’ Miss Mary to the Bali” 
(Columbia). Two polished samples 
of sweet instrumentation and a 
pleasant projection of the “Girl” 
lyric by Harry Babbitt. Perhaps a 








Forget,” “I’m a Cheer Leader” 
(Capitol). Something above par 
may come from Franklin’s old-time 
vaudeville treatment of “Girl,” but 
the lively ‘‘Leader” fails to bear 
out its comic intent. 


Joe Alexander—“Blue Holiday,” 
am I Should Lose You” (Capitol). 

is westcoaster with the sturdy’ ;: 
baritone could ring the bell with | little oversugared. 
the right . The resonance, a|__ Ray Noble Oreh.—“It's a Most 
Jolsonesque way with a song and | Unusual Day,” “Judaline” (Colum- 
a fine flair for a romantic ballad | ia). Crack example of recording 
are there. production. It may not sell in quan- 

Larry Stewart—‘“Heart’s Win, | tity but there’s plenty of quality in 
You Lose,” “I’m Making Believe | bears See ay ae 

’ ” I” i i 

Don’t Care” (Bandwagon). Backed Gordon on the vocal). pe SP pe 


by a quartet, Stewart puts his bari-/} -’ : - 
tone through a backroom routine a Fy may Be w=: _fettures the 


on both sentimental pieces. It’s | 
no better and no worse than the) 
rest of those brought on by the) 
sudden pop-up of “Hearts” as a/| 
favorite in Philly. 


Original Woodland Serenaders— | 
“Baby Face,” “When You’re Smil- 
ing” (Bandwagon). A carbon copy | 




















TOBEY MUSIC CorRP. 


developed by Gene Carroll in 


APOLLO ELECTS BESS HERMAN 
Mrs. Bess Herman was named 
president of Apollo Records last 
week in New York. She recently 
purchased the holdings of ex-prez 
Hy Siegel and Sam Schneider. 
Election took place at an Apollo 


board meeting. “ 














25TH ANNIVERSARY 


IN JUNE 
‘PLAY A 
McHUGH TUNE 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 














A Scintillating Piano Sole 








WALTER WINCHELL'S MOTHER'S DAY SALUTE: 
We all may get too big for her arms bat never too big for ker heart. 


| REMEMBER MAMA 
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AGVA Conv. Opens N.Y. Tomorrow (3): 
Will Elect Officers, Draft New By-Laws 





n Guild of ae eee 
tomorrow (3) a e Par 
ars hotel, N.Y., will devote the 
major portion of opening session 
to setting up its proposed consti- 
tution. Document has already been 
drafted, but has not as yet been 
submitted to the membership. 
However, it’s been learned that 
provisions call for the election of 
a board of directors to comprise 45 
members which will meet every 
three months. Board will also be 
empowered to select an executive 
board which will meet more fre- 
quently. 


Th 
America 


first convention of the+¢ 





| 


| 


| 
Already written into the consti- 


tution for presentation to the dele- 
gates is the formation of a branch 
setup with all governing powers to 
be vested in the national office. 
Delegates throughout the country 
are expected to squawk on this 
provision, inasmuch as branches in 
many towns will seek to handle 
their own affairs completely so 
long as it does not interfere with 
the by-laws and constitution of 
the parent organization. 

It’s felt, however, that branch of- 
fice proponents will be able to 
marshall sufficient strength 
carry that provision. 


Stiffest fight is expected to come | the fall. 
| chain of 30 variety houses in Euro- | Directoire, 


up in the constitutional clause 
which forbids subversive elements 
from holding office. While no 
fight is expected on the barring of 
Communists or Fascists, several 
additions to that plank are likely 
to bring delegate opposition. One 
is the amendment barring from of- 
fice anyone holding membership in 
any political subversive parties, 
(Continued on page 48) 
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HARRY seen AGENCY 
TOPS for 
SPOTS 


MYRON COHEN 
“America's Greatest Story 
Teller" 

Week of May 31st, Town Casino, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

Week of June 8th, Club Charles, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Week of June 14th, Carousel, 
Piftsburgh, Pa. 

Week June 25, Glenn Rendezvous, 

Newport, Ky. 
AVAILABLE AFTER July 10 


BARTON BROS. 


“Three Lunatics" 


NOW APPEARING The Chanticleer, 
Baltimore, Md. 
OPENING June 3rd, Latin Casino, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
AVAILABLE after June 19th 


ALAN KING 
"New, Refreshing Young 
4 Comedian" 

LATIN CASINO, Philadelphia, Po., 
UNTIL June 2nd 
SONNY KING 
“The Gentleman of Song” 
HELD OVER—LATIN CASINO 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. ~ 

TANYA and BIAGI 
“Sophisticates of Dance” 
Available One Nighters Only 


ADELINE NEICE 
“Half Pint of Song" 
Available One Nighters Only 


Association—DUDLEY GILBERT 
165 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
Plaza 7-2535-6-7 





Ohio Liquor Bd. Agents 
Convicted on Bribery Rap 


_ Youngstown, June 1. 
Two inspectors for the Ohio 
Liquor Department were found 
guilty by a three-judge court last 
week (25) on charges of soliciting 
a bribe from Paul Alvino, operator 


of the R-Villa Club, near Youngs- | 


town, last Aug. 10. Joseph Holland, 


Cleveland, and Leonard Strauss. 
Middletown, were released under 
bond pending motion for a new 


trial. 
They were indicted on charges 


of demanding $2,500 from Alvino | 


aiter they purchased liquor at the 
nightclub on a Sunday, in violation 
of a state liquor law. 


Seeks B'way Spot 
For Two-a-Day 


A new attempt to revive two-a- 





to | day vaude shows on Broadway will 


| be attempted by Arthur Spitz in 








Spitz, who headed a 


pean countries and was last rep- 


resented on Broadway with the le- | 


git musical “Yours is My Heart,” 
is currently negotiating for a 
house for vaude. 

Spitz plans to spot top talent, 
with each program to run a month, 
scaled at $1.75 top for matinees 
and $2.50 evenings. 

There have been no attempts in 
recent years to revive two-a-day 
vaude. However, such type revues 
enjoyed some popularity several 
years ago when Clifford C. Fischer 
produced his “Priorities” series, 
and Paul Small produced “Laugh 
Time,” “Show Time,” etc. These 
were scaled at regular legit tariffs, 
with eight performances weekly. 


YOST SLAPS 106 SUIT ON 
BERLE IN ‘VIKINGS’ ROW 


Ben Yost filed a $10,000 damage 
suit last week in N.Y. federal court 
against Milton Berle, Frank Berle 
and Jack Collins charging the 
defendants with unfair competition 
by allegedly lifting the name, “The 
Vikings,” which Yost long had used 
as a tag on one of his vocal groups. 
A declaratory judgment is also 
sought stafing that the plaintiff is 
owner of the titles, “The Vikings” 
or “Ben Yost’s Vikings.” 

Yost claims Collins who was ‘a 





1947 quit and allegedly took cer- 
tain musical arrangements with 
him. According to the complaint 
the Berles contracted with Yost 
for his harmony group between 
1942 and 1947. But upon termina- 
tion of the pact they hired Col- 
lins» An injunction and an ac- 
counting is also sought. 


Ohio Niteries Warned 


Toledo, June 1. 

Ohio nitery operators who try to 
stimulate trade with bawdy floor- 
shows were warned here last week 
they’d better “keep them clean.” 
Charles Schnur, asst. attorney 
general of Ohio, told members of 
the Lucas County Tavern Keepers 
Assn. that recent court decisions 
have granted wider regulatory 
powers to the Board of Liquor 
Control. 

He said two recent cases now be- 
fore the Court of Appeals in Frank- 
lin County at Columbus indicated 
that the Board can revoke liquor 
licenses “in the interests of public 








decency, sabriety and good order,” 
as well as for specified violations. 


member of his organization before 

















Opening June 4 
CLUB 
NORMAN 


TORONTO, 
CANADA 


All Major Networks, 
Theatres and Clubs, 
U. 8. and Canada 





AMERICA'S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 





Personal Direction—ED KIREEBY 
,| 2908 RKO Building, New Work 20, N. ¥. 


RCA 


VY VICTOR 


FAVORITES 


Clirele 6-9366 


Jolson’s Cuffo Stint On 
Chi’s 256 SMIA Show 


Chicago, June 1. 


Largest outlay for talent in an 
institutional buildup was doled out 
for the affair given for the Super 
Market Institute of America at the 
Stevens hotel, May 27. Pacted by 
Abner Greshler, N. Y. agent, show 
| is said to have cost $25,000, plus a 
free act thrown in through the 
courtesy of the Kraft Co. 

Danny Kaye headed the lineup. 


which included Jackie Miles, 
Frankie “Sugar Chile” Robinson, 
| Mimi Benzell with Met Opera 


Free act was Al Jolson. 





‘Winchell Accolades 
| Show People for Efforts 
| Toward Cancer Fund 


| “Whether it is an explosion at 
Texas City; a cave-in at the coal | 
| mines in Kentucky; a hurricane in | 
| Florida or floods in the midwest— 
the pattern is always the same; the | 
| first alarm is for the Red Cross— | 
for | 





j;and other people of mercy 
lfirst:aid ... 


| 


” 





aid to the first aiders . . « 


| That was the keynote speech of 
|thanks by Walter Winchell at Le- 
class N. Y._ nitery, 
| which was the scene of an unusual 
gala on behalf of the Damon Run- | 
yon Cancer Fund. Winchell, spark- 
| plug of the drive which has already | 
| realized $2,000,000,.took this oc- 
| casion to kudose all of show busi- 
ness following a rather unusual 
nitery revue wherein Ethel Mer- 
man personated Kay Thompson 
and Miss Thompson did a Merman 
(with reverse blonde and brunet 
wigs), aided by a small but sock 
show. Latter comprised Henry 
Morgan (in an operatic travesty), 
wherein he was abetted by the Wil- 
liams Bros., who normally work 
with Miss Thompson; Henry Fonda 
doing the Noel Coward nonsense 
with Miss Thompson; Nancy Walk- 
er in a short but whammo excerpt 
from her “Look Ma” musical; and 
the undeniable Nicholas Bros. who 





Brass for Aid in 


ie 


Hospital Camp ShowsKudosed by Arm 


Cheering Disabled 


,% 





Murphy Aquashows Again 
At Flushing Park, N. Y. 


The water shows at the Flushing 
Meadows Park Ampitheatre, N. Y., 
will be resumed June 29 by Elliott 
Murphy, who’s been running them 
for the past five years. 





| 


Already booked are Louis Basil’s 


chorus, Jayne & Adam Di Gatano.| band for the entire season, and | 


Salici’s Puppets, who work on the 
initial layout. Basil maestroed the 


| orchestra at Loew’s State Theatre, 


| N. Y., until stageshows exited in | 


The second alarm is | Star theatre show over NBC June 

for the people of show business |19 are 

(the stage, screen and radio) who | ~% 

always respond first—as the first | [wins. Milton Berle continues as 
| emcees. 

| Series tees off June 8 with Berle, 


| Dancers, Rosario & Antonio, Senor 





wowed ’em with their legmania. 


It was a well knit and well in-| 
tegrated revuette, showmanly and | 
carefully wrapped up in one bright, 
tight little package via Miss| 
Thompson’s special scripting—in | 
itself a novelty—hence a refresh- | 
ing departure from the usual clam- 
bake idea of “benefits” wherein 
acts either do too much or much 
of the same pattern. 

Long heralded by Winchell as a 
$50-per-person benefit for the Can- 
cer Fund, it was the management’s 
and Miss Thompson’s appropriate 
payoff for the terrific trailerizing 
job the columnist has been doing 
this past year on behalf of the new 
singing comedienne from _ the 
Coast. Result was a sizable gross, 
still incomplete in its calculation 
because of the fancy supplemen- 
tary contributions, such as a last- 
minute at-the-door donor of $5,000 
“providing I can get in.” Winchell 
happened to pass the door and ob- 
served that for $5,000 “you can 
have my seat, sir.” 


CHICO MARX EXTENDS 
AUSSIE VAUDE STAY 


Melbourne, May 25. 
Chico Marx has extended his 








December of last year. 





Texaco Vaudeo's 


2d Show Lineup 


Booked for the second Texaco 


Bill 
the 


Gordon’s 
Costello | 


Robinson, 


Ogs, Vikings and 


Others still to be set. 


Al Kelly, Stan Fisher, Andrea 
Wences, Pearl Bailey and the Four 
Moroccans. 

Billy K. Wells will write sketches | 


for the first show. 


MONK TO RUN NITERY 
AT PROVINCET’N, MASS. 


Julius Monk, entertainment di- 
rector at Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y., 
which closes June 15, is slated to 
take over the operation of the 
Atlantic House, Provincetown, 
Mass., starting around July 1. 


Among those tentatively slated 
to appear at Atlantic House are 
Imogene Coca, Hugh Shannon, 
Connie Sawyer, Delora Bueno and 
Fletcher and Shiedy. Monk will re- 
turn to the N. Y. cafe in the fall. 








| their patients to 


+ The value of entertainment in 


treating longterm patients in Vet- 
erans Administration and Army and 
Navy hospitals was pointed up in 
discussions at the seminar held by 
VA execs and special service offi- 
cers of the Armed Forces in New 
| York last week. 

| It’s been found, according to 
speakers at the seminar, that a 
complete recreational program en- 
compassing live entertainment, 
films, sports-shows, succeed in fur- 
| thering the patient’s desire to re- 
| turn to a normal pattern of living, 
as well as offsetting the effects of 





| confinement. 


E. A. Liebman, director of VA 


| special services in New York, de- 


clared at the seminar that the live 
shows provided by Veterans Hos- 
pital Camp Shows give patients 
contact with the outside world and 
assurance that they haven’t been 
forgotten. 

Liebman said: “In line with the 
VA’s policy of putting emphasis on 
active participation, hospitals are 


| taking these shows out of the pure- 
| ly passive form. Some make them 


springboards for development of 


| local patient participation shows. 


Chief of special services encourage 
meet and mix 
with the performers, to develop a 
theatre-mindedness and an inter- 
est in what’s going on outside hos- 
pital walls. Other recreational di- 
rectors encourage others to de- 
velop their writing talents by do- 
ing a review of these shows.” 

The VHCS shows have also pro- 
vided the stimulus by which pa- 
tients have organized their own 
theatrical units. In the N.Y. state 
area alone, a total of 2,704 patient 
performances have entertained 70,- 
000 veterans in 186 performances 
of 119 shows. Patient shows 
ranged from legit shows to home- 
made variety layouts. The shows 
are said to be instrumental in 
curbing the defeatist attitude of 
many patients and have helped get 
some on their feet. : 














Australian stay and will open in 
the Tivoli circuit presentation of 
“Vive La Venus.” Show has al- 
ready played three wéeks in Mel- 
bourne and it’s hoped that Marx 
will be able to stay for a similar 
period during the Sydney run. 


dependent upon whether he’ll be 
needed for the new-Marx Bros. 
film, “Hearts and Diamonds.” 

In Melbourne, the business with 
Chico was so big that it was neces- 
sary to do five additional perform- 
ances. Sydney advance sale is re- 
ported heavy. 


Morton Downey Into 
N. Y. Copa Aug. 12 


Morton Downey is set for the 
‘Copacabana, N. Y., starting Aug. 12. 
|Downey’s previous N. Y. engage- 
‘ments have been at the Persian 
Room of the Plaza hotel and the 
Waldorf-Astoria. Frances Lang- 
|ford will top show at the spot, July 
115. 

| Monica Lewis replaces. Lisa Kirk 














a a 


jin current bill, tomorrow (3). 


Length of Marx’s stay will be | 


| 
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| 
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Theatre 


Authority's ‘No Pay’ TV Nix. | 





Nitery Dates 











. ° | Glass Hat of the Belmont Plaza 
Highlights Many Performer Isstues wi, esis te ’mutipi 


Cancellation of the CBS telecast 
of “Command Performance” bene- 
fit for American Overseas Aid for 


[ao will aid vaude per- 


formers into the name brackets. 
'If an act clicks on tele, it’s likely 


| that his value in vaudeville houses 


Children at ‘Madison Square Gar- | and cafes will be increased appre- 


den, N. ¥., Tuesday (25) has opened | ejaply. 


up the argument of how much 
television will aid certain cate- 
gories of vaudeville acts. 

Telecast was called off a few 
hours before cameras were ready 
to roll by Theatre Authority execu- 
tive secretary Alan Corelli on the 
ground that TA clearance covered 
only the entertainers’ personal ap- 
pearances. Performers, must be 
paid if seen or heard on any other 
medium. 

There’s one school of thought 
that feels the TA action will prove 
beneficial to performers inasmuch 
as many acts will have worn out 
their usefulness on that medium 
with several telecasts. It’s argued 
that a novelty act, for example, 
will have shown the major portions 
of his turn in one video appear- 
ance, and repetitions thereof will 
make his act a stale item. 


Comic will have to get frequent 
and fairly expensive changes of 
material if he’s to remain a tele 
act. Like radio, some feel that the 
upcoming medium will burn up 
material and acts at a faster rate 
than it can be replaced. 


However, other school of thought | are scheduled to go on in the Click, | 


maintains that any strong act can 
stand well-spaced repetition. They 
feel that an initial appearance of a 
comic, acrobat or singer will 
merely whet the appetite of the 
viewer for subsequent appearances. 
With only slight changes, a vaude- 
ville turn can use his basic act 
many times in that medium. 
What’s more, it’s felt, frequent 


JUDY MAGEE 


Panto-Mimicry 








£ 








Currently 


CARNIVAL 
MINNEAPOLIS 


Mgt. WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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NICK LUCAS 


Now Appearing | 
“KEN MURRAY’S 
BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 


Capitan Theatre 
Hollywood, Cal. 





It’s also felt that vauders 
'and niteries can use more draws 
,even if developed through tele- 
| vision. 

At any rate, there’s little argu- 
ment among performers and many 
agents that TA acted correctly in 
banning the “Command Perform- 


ance” telecast unless performers 
were paid Throwing all argu- 
ments on the desirability of re- 
peated video shots aside, vaude- 
villians declare that many turns 


appearing as they did at the Gar- | 


(Continued on page 48) 


BERLE AT PALUMBO’S 
FOR GOP CONVENTION. 


Philadelphia, June 1. 

| Milton Berle has been booked 
|into Palumbo’s Restaurant for the 
, week of the Republican national 
convention. Booking into the local 
|cafe chain’s downtown spot makes 
jthe second star name Palumbo’s 
has sét for the week of the big 
show. 

;} Paul Whiteman and his orchestra 





| and Palumbo’s is trying to bring 
| Frank Sinatra in for a couple 

days. The Palumbo interests, in 
| hiring high-priced talent for the 
iconvention week, are virtually re- 
| versing the field on the rest of the 
|cafe men here, who figure the spots 
| will be crowded anyway. 

Palumbo’s feels that it would be 
better to shoot the works that week 
ito make a lasting impression on 
the thousands of visitors the GOP 
| Babfest will bring here from all 
| over the country. 


‘Jo Stafford Volunteers 
For Vet Hospital Tour 


Jo Stafford has volunteered for a 
; tour on Veterans Hospital Camp 
| Shows circuit. She will begin her 
| stint June 8 at the Walter Reed 
hospital, Washington, and will play 
others in New York, Michigan, 
Indiana, Pennsylvania and Massa- 
chusettes. 

Miss Stafford, who wound up her 
season with the “Chesterfield Sup- 
per Club” on NBC, will play some 
| vaude dates during her summer 
hiatus from radio. 


Dinah’s London Date 


Dinah Shore has been signed to 
play the Palladium, London, start- 
‘ing Aug. 30. pee” 

Contract, however, has an escape 
ciause which permits Miss Shore 
to bow out if a radio deal crops up. 

















Ira Sidelle has been added to the 
| cafe dept. of General Artists Corp. 
He'll assist Harry Kilby and Buddy 
|Howe. He was previously in GAC 





| band publicity dept. 
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morrow (Thurs.). Sammy Walsh, 


Betty Jane Smith and Margaret 


|Phelan comprise the new layout. 


' there. 
Clover Club, Miami Beach, lay- 
out starting tonight (Wed.) is 


‘headed by Kay Vernon, Teddy and 
|'Phyllis Rodriguez and Barbara 
| Blains. 
Bobby Breen into the Casino 
| Royale, New Orleans, starting to- 
night (Wed.). 
Frank Libusé has been signed 
for the Beverly Hills Country 
Club, Newport, Ky., starting July 9 


The Minutes Count - 
As Hershfield Is 
| Toasted at Dinner 


Dinner given Harry Hershfield 
iby the Williamsburgh Settlement 
|House, at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y., last week, might as well have 
been tendered by the Lambs Club. 
| Virtually every speaker, with the 
| exception of Mayor O’Dwyer, Louis 
| Nizer and Judge Ferdinand Pecora, 
| were recruited from the Lambs’ 
|membership. Speakers included 
former Gov. Harold G. Hoffman of 
New Jersey, Rube Goldberg, Joe 
|Laurie, Jr., Senator Ford, Peter 
'Donald and Earl Wilson. Lat- 
‘ter is up for membership in the 
' Lambs. 
Laurie paid tribute to the num- 
| ber of benefits that Hershfield has 


|played during his career. “So 
;|what happens?” Laurie asked. 
| “You give him a medal.. .Say it is 


|a goid medal (which I doubt very 
;}much). Don’t you realize we live 
|in’an age where every moron that 
opens his mouth on a quiz show 
gets a _ refrigerator? Governor 
Dewey, who hasn’t played half as 
many benefits as Hershfield, was 
given the whole state of Oregon 
the other day.” 

Rube Goldberg was given three 
minutes to tell about Hershfield as 
a cartoonist. His first draft re- 
sulted in 5% minutes. He said he 


entire day padding it to come out 
three minutes. 

Wilson was assigned to tell of 
Hershfield as a columnist. He 
spoke only one minutes. 





Caso, Murray, Kerrigan 
Now Grouped as Team 


The idea of grouping single per- 
formers into one big act is making 
headway. Singer Del Casino, comic 
Steve Murray and singer Chris 
Kerrigan comprise the latest team. 
This trio were booked individually 
at the Famous Door, Miami Beach, 
last winter where they played for 
three months. During the interval 
they devised trio routines, and have 
been continuing as a unit ever 
since. 

They’re current at the Chateau 
Crillon, Philadelphia, and have 
been set for the Town Casino, 
Buffalo, starting June 14. 

Practice of teaming singles is an 
old trick, but it’s been given new 
impetus by the click of Dean Mar- 
tin and Jerry Lewis. Buddy Lester 
and Steve Condos were paired for a 
while, but have since dissolved. 








Luntz, Wedel Take Over 


The Casino, West End, N. J., has 
been taken ever by Edward Luntz, 
N. Y. talent agent, and Herman 
ew with opening set for June 

Spot, which will be managed by 
Luntz, has set Harold Kahn orch 
and Marita rhumba band. It will 
also use three acts on weekends, 
with initialer having Fisher & 
White, comedian-songsters; Marilyn 
& Martinez, ballroomologists, and 
Blackie Schachell, harmonicist. 


Bandits Get Slim Haul 


St. Louis, June 1. 
A pair of masked and armed 
bandits who were satisfied with a 
canvas bag containing $22.85 are 
still at large after the holdup of 
the Glass Hat, an East St. Louis 
nitery last week. William Miller, 
the manager, was shuttering the 
place when the men entered the 
place, grabbed the bag from Miller 
and fled. 
The Glass Hat is owned by Bill 
Walker, ‘a ‘former pitcher for the 
Cardinals and New York Giants. 








Mixed Anglo-U.S. Vaude 
Bill at Palladium 21st 


London, June 1. 
The heaviest‘ concentration of 
American Negro performers on a 


seen at the Palladium starting June 
21, with layout including Duke 
Ellington, Pearl Bailey and the 
Nicholas Bros. Colored entertain- 
ers will probably be used in one 
half of the bill with ofay artists 
werking the other segment. 





| 
Artists Federation rules not more | 
of the acts on any one | 





According to present Vaudeville 
than 50°% } 
bill may be imported from Another 
country. Consequently, it was nec- 


lessary to limit the Negro imports. 


|Fred Sanborn, also on that layout, 
|will be used to strengthen the 
native half of the session. 

| Ellington is appearing solo sans 
| band since British Musicians Union 
forbids importation of musicians. 


BELLE BAKER SETTLES 
SUIT VS. BOWERY, DET. 


Detroit, June 1. 

Belle Baker, songstress, has set- 
tled her $50,000 damage _ suit 
against Frank Barbaro and The 
Bowery Club, Inc., for $1,500. She 
sued in Federal Court Friday (28) 
claiming she was injured when she 
slipped and fell on the club floor 
in 1946. 

Barbaro, incidentally, was re- 
leased from a Lebanon, Mo., hos- 
pital the same day where he had 
been treated for injuries sustained 
in a highway accident. 








cut it down to 24% and spent an | P® 


Casino, West End, N. J.! 


Barbaro suffered a severe cut 
on the head. His wife, Dorothy, was 
not injured. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 1. 
Isabelle Rook, former pianist 
who mastered the thoracoplasty 
operation, upped for one meal 
daily and flashing good clinic re- 





rt. 
Frank Miller, formerly with 


here. 

Helen Pelechowicz up for one 
meal, pictures and visiting. 

Alice Dudley, dancer, off to Lex- 
ingten, Ky., on a 10-day furlough. 

George Fee, vet musician who 
played with Sousa’s, Pryor’s and 
Goldman’s bands, drew an. all-clear 
clinic and okay to resume work in 
the fall. 

Frank (Par) Hynes cheered via 
an improved medical clinic that 
ups him for all meals with mild 
exercise. 

Thanks to George Moran and Pie 

dler (Two Black Crows) and Ray 

ooke, manager of Capitol theatre, 
Oakland, Cal., for reading matter 


T.P.U. executive of N.Y.C. 
Raymond Bowmapr, Councilman 
from Mauden, Mass., in to chat with 
Bill Chase (& LaTour), who is re- 
cuping from thoracoplasty opera- 
tion. . 
Old NVA sanatorium is no more. 


formers has been converted into an 
apartment house by Alfredo Gan- 
galez, exec of: the Study & Art 
Guild. 

Sophia Medes (Warner Bros) off 
to Utica, N. Y., to visit her mother, 
who is very ill. “ 

Write to those who are ill. 


Rosen Added to ARA Bd. 


Artists Representatives Assn. has 
named Matty Rosen, agent, to the 
board of governors, replacing the 
late Harry Moss. 

ARA also ruled that members 
need not file copies of contracts 
with the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists. Members hereafter 





single London variety bill will be 


Charlie Spivak’s band, put his sax; 
in eamphor to open a novelty shop | 


sent to gang, ditto Joe McCarthy, 


Former hodme of the ailing per- | 


AGVA Wants TA 
To Keep Benefit 
OK’s at Minimum 


Representatives of performer un. 
ions have ordered a drastic cut in 
the number of benefit shows. Meet- 
ing of the Theatre Authority board 
held last week asked Alan Corelli 
| Theatre Authority exec secretary, 
‘to minimize number of benefits 
| okayed. 

There have been previous talks 
of reducing the number of 
affairs, but little has been 
about it. This time, it's felt, the 
performer unions mean business. 
Veiled threats had previously been 
made, especially from American 
|Guild of Variety Artists reps, that 
| unless drastic action was taken to 
jreduce the number of benefits, 
|'AGVA would veto over all gratis 
| performances. 

Last week’s meeting, attended by 
| representatives of most of the 
|Associated Actors and Artistes 
component unions, brought forth 
the allegations that free shows 
have increased considerably during 
the past few years. It was declared 
that some N. Y. newspaper colum- 
inists had been pressuring acts to 
| appear and that many organiza- 
| tions, which in the past had bought 
|talent for annual shows, were now 
| getting performers es 

sti 





such 
done 


| Further action is to be 
| taken. A more detailed study of the 
| situation is being prepared for dis- 
| cussion at a later meet. 

Original demand for benefit re- 
duction came from AGVA, whose 
members are most frequently asked 
to contribute services. 





Billy Vine, comedian, has been 
signed for the film, “‘Lucky Stiff,” 
to be produced by Pine-Thomas. 




















HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Aatics’ 
ADAMS, NEWARK 





Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 











| Ese 


[COMEDY PATTER 


For All Branches of Thectricals 


FUN-MASTER 
“The Show Biz Gag File” 


Nos. 1 to 22 at $1.00 ea. 


10 PARODIES for $10.00 


“How to Be an Emcee" 


$3.00 Including 2 Gag Files 
Send for list of material, parodies, 
comedy songs, minstrel bits—black- 
outs, skits, ag 
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will only file a statement stating C.0.D’s 

dat® and place of employment of PAULA SMITH 

performers. 200 W. Sith St., New York 19 
—— — ——— 
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CURRENTLY 
PENT HOUSE CLUB Indefinitely, New York 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 


Personal Management: 
JOE MARSOLAIS 
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Lido, Paris 
- Peoria, May os. 
duced by Pierre Louis 
“ure ond Rene Fraday. Chore- 
~ hy by Donn Arden, assisted 
oon. Fletcher. Musical arrange- 


ws Fon Rene Leroux, one Gruyer, 

e Landrau; lyrics, Rene 
Jean piereostumes, _ Fost and Bob 
Mackintosh. Featuring Chaz Chase, 
Debonnaires (5), Ben Yost ‘Sing- 
ers (4), Charlivels (3), Josette 
Dayde, Colstons (2), Arthur Lin- 
coln, Fred McCormick, de Froment 
& Fiddlers, Bluebell Girls, Lido 
Mannequins, Rene Leroux’ College 
Rhythm Band, Krever Rumba 


Band. 





his revue, in two acts, is fully 
Bes usual standard. For the tour- 
jst trade, it’s a must, and has 


everything that makes wah = 
inment; talent, speed, col-| 
oumere excellent mu- 


orful costumes and llent m 
sic. Operator Pierre Louis Guerin, 
who sent his producer, Rene Fra- 
day, to N. Y. two months before 
to get proper slant on the latest 
tunes and knowhow in floorshows, 


has cooked up a pleasing divertisse- | 


ment which competitors will find 
difficulty in topping. 

Show’s music is mostly Ameri- 
can, and what is not, has been re- 
vamped to catch the American ear. 


The show opens with the de Fro- | 


ment’s 20 fiddlers, and then pro- 
ceeds at a tempo quite unusual 
here, the blackouts lasting only a 


few seconds and being hardly no- | 


ticeable. The show is produced on 
the dancefloor, which has been me- 


chanized so as to reach the level | 


of supper tables, making easy visi- 
bility from all places. 

Chaz Chase, who besides his. 
usual act of fire-eating, appears in 
three other spots, as.a musketeer, 
as the king of the Riviera festival, 
and later as a jungle king keeps 
audience highly amused with his 
comedy. 

The Debonnaires have a style 
which is entirely new here, and 
their imitations of machinery in 
operation is also new here. The 
tails and white gloves worn by 
them make it doubly effective, 
since the gloves against the back- 
ground permit them to give the 
phantom machinery the humorous 
twist which Charlie Chaplin brings 
into his films. 


As a quartet, the Ben Yost 
group clic nicely in their har- 
monies. They are spotted three 


times during the revue, and are 
a solid hit. 


_The Charlivels, who do music, 
singing, 
were in the last show and have 
been held over. They are unques- 
tionably the most sensational! local 
act seen here in a long time. 


‘The show is strong on male acts, 
with only Josette Dayde, local 
femme, billed in it. She is mostly 
used to lead the line who, with 
the Bluebell Girls and the manne- 
mins, supply all the femme charm 

at’s required to make the show 
interesting for the male audience. 
There is no complete nudity, even 
though some of the costumes are 
sans bras. All the girls are beauts, 
with the Bluebells doing the dance 
numbers and mannequins the pa- 
rades. All wear lavish costumes, 
nicely designed and colorful. 


Only other dansapation is .that 
of the Colstons, kaos ballroom 
terping is a huge success. 

Though no props are used, there 
8 a scene of the Nice Carnival 
and Flcwer Battle in which a cou- 
ple of mi.iature floats are brought 
on stage, drawn by’ white, wooden 
swans, and in which papier-mache 
fantastic masks, such as used in 
| are paraded, showing Laurel 
C ardy, Mistinguet and Maurice 
gpm Latter, who attended 

ning, was photographed 
plenty to i i 
Feo y | gether with his grotesque 
, Music is supplied by a combina- 
bw of the Rene Leroux jazz band, 
og Krever rumba band, and the 
a Froment Fiddlers, making a 
otal 65 musikers working in 
groups and full ensemble. It gives 

e show very effective support. 

© Maxi. 


wi 3. 4 Miaxie’s, L.A. 
os Angeles, May 27. 
in" Horne, Jack Cole Dancers 
Met Paul Winchell and Jerry 
anoney. Dick Stabile Orch (12): 
amum $3.50 weekdays, $4 week- 








Lena Horne has been too lon 
ne from this neck of the weaae 
like last date here was something 
bs e seven years ago. Since that 
ime, she’s been merely a voice on 
a disk or a face on the screen to 
most of the younger generation of 
r uthern California. Now they're 
nding out what she’s like in 
person. 

Her booking can be regarded as 

a real coup for Charley Devore, 


Night Club Reviews 


who with brother Sy, operates the 
Wilshire “Boulevard nitery. It’s 
his second stab at all-out big time 
booking and it’s a smash for com- 
plementing Miss Horne is the sen- 
sational Jack Cole Dance troupe, 
held over from the previous show, 
and ventriloquist Paul Winchell 
who rounds out the bill very 
neatly. 

Miss Horne depends more on her 
own rhythm trio (Luther Hender- 
son, piano; Charley Drayton, viol; 
and Chico Hamilton, drums), than 
on Dick Stabile’s orch for back- 





dancing and acrobatics, | 


grounding and the results, in a 
town where the word is used free- 
| ly, are colossal. 

The easy delivery 


and subtle 


demands for more. No nitery 
audience has ever accorded 
singer the hush which greets her 
offerings and opening night, when 
the mike went dead, the crowd was 
so quiet that she was clearly audi- 
ble even in the far corners. 
those who had forgotten since 
her last date in town, Miss Horne 
proved once and for all that she 
is a great niteclub attraction. 
Technical difficulties prevented 
Jack Cole from introducing new 
routines at this show, but the audi- 
ence didn’t care. 
numbers still excite and _ the 
troupe’s two appearances at each 
show end in a beg off. 
plenty of zip in each routine and 
each is delivered with a _ show- 
manly wallop. And although the 





phrasing she employs to sock her | 
numbers over bring table-pounding | 


any | 


For | 


| Spins in 


Even his familiar | 


| 


There’s | 


lact is actually more concert-hall 
ithan nightclub style, no concert! 
audience could give the’ turn 


stronger returns. Well-paced and 


| costumed, and with routines that 


| 
| bring the new look in dance turns | 
it’s an act that | 


|to a nitery floor, 
‘can, and does, keep repeating at 
| all spots played. 

| In such company, Paul Winchell 
'is understandably nervous. But his 
| glib routines earn hefty returns 
and readily prove he’s not just a 
| fillout. Technically, he’s one of the 


itressed that talent with clever 
|lines, a tongue-in-the-cheek ap- 
| proach and some excellent imita- 
|tioas done through the mouth o 


| dummy Jerry Mahoney. 


Show runs just under an hour, | effects that would be difficult on | 
| which gives the cash customers) cojid ground. Foy works smoothly 


| plenty of time to take advantage 
‘of the terpleasing style of Dick 
| Stabile’s orch. Kap. 





Latin Casino. Philly 
Philadelphia, May 26. 
Harry Dobbs Orch (10), Jose 
Pilladi Orch (5), Wally Wanger 
|Girls (5). Myron Cohen, Gracie 
Barrie, Bill Shirley, Miriam La- 
velle; no cover or minimum. 





Appropriately titled “Leap Year 
Revue,” Jack Lynch’s current of- 
fering is heavy on song and com- 
edy, a little light on dancing, but 
sufficiently balanced to please a 
sock house when the show was re- 
viewed. 

Headliners Myron Cohen and 
Gracie Barrie do their best to give 
the customers laughs, and mitt- 
pounding kept them on the floor 
long enough to give. producer 
Lynch some anxious timing mo- 
ments. ; 

Cohen, the erstwhile silk sales- 
man who became an artist in the 
dialect story, keeps the locale of 
most of his gags centered on New 
York’s garment industry and its 
assorted characters. There must 
have been an overflow of salesmen 
in the house, since the crowd 
thought his stories were boff. 

The Barrie lass has real person- 
ality. A fine repertory of intimate 
songs based on current events win 
plenty of applause, especially her 
parodies on the “New Look, and 
“When a Republican Loves a Dem- 
ocrat.” Her sock number is 
“Galitzianer Rhumba.” 

The show is capably emceed by 
baritone Bill Shirley, whose “If 
This Isn’t Love” is plenty good. 
Miriam Lavelle’s solo dancing and 
gyrations and a pair of production 
numbers by the Wally Wanger 
girls also are crowd apogee 

Shal. 


Clover Club, Miami 

Miami, May 26. 
The Hucksters (3), Dolly Dawn, 
‘Niles & Foss, Roche-Carlyle 
Dancers (6), Tony Lopez Orch; 
minimum $2.50. 








| Only nitery in the area with a 
| fullseale show compared to “iIn- 
‘'season” format, this Clover Club in- 
| stallation adds up as a more than 
| satisfactory payoff for the crowds 
that fill the spot, even during the 
' supposed off weeks. 

| Topliners—the Hucksters and 
| Dolly Dawn—fill their niche in 
|solid fashion. Hucksters (known 
| here as the Radio Aces as recently 
|as last season, when they played 
‘this spot as well as the Copa) re- 
i‘turn with an almost completely 


| 
| 


‘top voice-throwers and he’s but-| 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| 


| 





| 
| 
| 


| personality is 


new act; most of the stuff topping 
anything they’ve done here before. 
Format is basically the same, with 
satire on radio, masters of cere- 
monies, and rewrite of “Sam, You | 
Made the Pants Too Long,” anent | 
the “New Look.” All of it is funny | 
and though at times inclined to the | 
blue, gets the yocks and palming. | 
Trio has developed a better sense 
of timing and work with ease and | 
confidence. 

Miss Dawn is a definitely im- 
proved thrush. That twinkling 
utilized for full 
values in her intelligently blended 
stint of song selling. Has also! 
changed her material from her last | 
appearance here (fall-’47) at the | 
Copa for top results. Opens with | 
“Somebody Loves Me” in fast | 
tempo, eases with sock rendition | 
of “But Beautiful” and winds into 
new lyric version of “Shine” to | 
get the encore mitting. Takes up 
hand mike for aud participash with 
ringsiders, that interweaves a 
smart comedy reaction. Comes 
back for her standard “Sorrento” 
and finales with “Nature Boy” to 
a beg off. 

Niles and Foss make for a good 
terp duo. Youngsters look fresh 
and turn in some neatly devised | 
tappings to tee off proceedings. 
the routinings add to 
overall effect. Line, staged by 
Roche-Carlyle, is brightly cos- 
tumed and handle their grouping 
well. Tony Lopez orch backs in 
top fashion and keep floor crowded 
between shows with its soft 
rhythmed dance tunes. Lary. 


Biltmore Bowl, L. A. 
Los Angeles, May 26. 
Garretson, Boy Foy, 
The DeMarlos (3), Gil Maison, 
Jan Garber Orch (14); Cover $1 
weekdays, $1.50 weekends. 


This layout hits the jackpot | 
again for manager Joe Faber, com- | 
bining all the elements necessary 
to appeal to the diversified clien- 
tele drawn to this downtown hotel 
room. All demands are met, more 
than adequately, in an hour-long | 
offering that should reap divi- | 
dends. | 

| 
| 
| 
| 








Marjorie 


Boy Foy, juggler who performs | 
difficult feats on a unicycle, pro- 
vides a smash opener. He has a/| 
pair of the one-wheelers, a tiny 
one and a six-foot model atop 
which he perches for some trick | 


and with a professional flourish 
that earns good returns. | 

Majorie Garretson, back in town | 
after a long stay in Hawaii, is an- 
other ready click. She has some 
new special material stuff that she 
whams over with ease. ' Her take- 
off on Hildegarde is a definite 
crowd-pleaser and she scores with 
a nostalgia-packed medley that 
has the older patrons, especially, 
clamoring for more. 

Gil Maison’s now-familiar ani- 
mal routines draw added attention 
with each viewing. Running gag 
with a monk is neatly-handled but 
not milked and is a sure laugh- 
catcher. Pooches are, of course, 
beautifully trained and Maison 
garners more than the ordinary 
sympathy for any exhibition of 
animal training. 

Closing spot is held by the De 
Marlos, an exceptionally fine dance 
duo, Billed as “story-tellers of 
the dance,’ they more than live 
up to it in a series of routines that 
are eye-arresting. One number 
carries the plaintive accompani- 
ment of an unbilled singer who 
sits quietly at ringside during most 
of the turn. Numbers are standout | 
and vocalist is good. Act rates | 
high and provides a wallop. 

Jan Garber orch, now becoming 
a fixture here, handles showback- 
ing chore neatly with Garber act- |. 
ing as emcee. “Idol of the Air- 
lanes” still knows how to dish out 
interesting arrangements and med- 
leys to keep terpatrons, from the 
prom set to visiting elder tourists, 
happy. Kap. 





Zimmerman’s, N. Y. | 
Jane Scott, Ray Dayon, Olga 
Pavlova. Sinclair & Alda, Bela 
Zsiga, Shandor Gypsy Orch, Gene | 
Kardos Orch; $1.75 minimum. 


} Cherry 


In the same pattern of its pre- 
vious shows, Zimmerman’s con- 





| _ 
Ed 


| The 
| Shirley 
| Mimic 


| Joe 


|! Peterson 


rT 


| ‘ 








Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JUNE 2 


whether full 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


or split week. 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 3 
Woody Herman O 

Lowery & Rae 
Hial LeRoy 
Jean Carroll 
Musie Hall (I) 3 
Patricia Bowman 
Rudolf Kroeller 
Toni Grunschlag 
Robert Hayden 
Rudy Cardenas 
Rudells 
Rockettes 
Corps de 
Glee Club 
Sym Ore 
Paramount 
R Anthony 
King Cole 3 
Pat Henning 
Evans Family 
Kay Starr 
Roxy (1) 2 
Sullivan 
Evelyn Tyner 
Hollace Shaw 
Bob Evans 
Al Kelly 
A L Simpkins 
Strand (W) 4 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Artie Dann 
P Franks & Janyce 
BRONX 
Windsor (I) 4-6 
Yorke & Pierce 
Grace Drysdale 
Lucky & Lea 
Malone & Sharon 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (1) 
Franklin Twins 
Louis & Oliver 
Allen & Noble 
Yeoman Bros & 
Francis 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 
Dacal 3 
Maxines 
Lavelle 
Men 
Meyers & 
Danny 
Betty Percy 
The Tannos 
Frank Evans 
ATLANTIC cITY 
Steel Pier~ (1) 6 
E Howard 
Maud Hilton Co 
Dolinoff & Raya §S 


Ballet 


Bd 


4-6 


Sis 


2-5 


Walker 
Sullivar 


Sherman B & 


Tessie 
L & J Anders 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 8 
Louis Prima Ore 
Ben Beri 
Pann Merryman 
State (1) 3-5 
Rio & Rogers 
Bob Drevet 
Fred Pisano Co 
Haynes & Perry 
é-9 


Buddy & Pat 





(P) 25 


CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 
JI & J 


1-6 
Brandon 
Wilfrid Dubois 
Ray & Harrison 
Alan Sione 

3 Bentons 


CHICAGO 
State-Lake (P) 2 
Jane Powell 
Prof Bacl 
Keve luke 
Fredarrys 

Oriental (1) 3 
Jordan g 


Gene She 


wards 


Tyin 
hion 


Shirle Sharon & 


Sands Ore 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (RK) 3 


| Duffy's ravern 
| Ba G 


araner 
Jane R 
Finnigan 
Edilie 
Matty 


ussell 


the Waiter 
Maineck 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 2 
Mara & Maurice 
Bobby Winters 
‘cgey Mann 

Lou Vogel 

lieoneyv Bros 


NEWARK 

Adams (1) 3 
TI. Milli Ore 
Paul Will 
Rimmer : 
Hiowell & Bowser 
PHILADELPHIA 

Carman (ft) 3 


nile 


ams 6 


} Edwards Bros 
Phyllis Willis 
The Duanos 
Ralph t&nelish 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 3 
“Festival Jubilee” 
Rutn Day 
Roberta & Mack 
George Wong 
Ted Wallman 
Paul Walker Ore 
(one to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD 
Capitol (i) 3-6 
Alan Garrier 
Henry J 'Celly 
Wesley & Audrey 
Skating Macks 
The Lureys 
Palermos Canines 


TOLEDO 
Paramount (P) 4-6 
Dise Jockey Show 
Harmonicats 
Ella Fityeerald 
Francis Craig 
Tu-Tones 
4 Disc Jockeys 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol (L) 3 
D & D @Vorkman 
Jerry Cooper 


Betty Mae Allen Ross & Stone 
Fielder & Harriet } Think-A-Drink 
Barton & Brady Hoffman 
BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM D Mero & Roberto 
Hippodrome (M) 31/ Pat ©' Brien 
Ta Ra Rah Boom Toni Ray 
Frankie Howard Seymour TLovelies 
Adrienne & Leslie Gordon Holland 
J ae sage A ae Maurice Millard 
peel. wh gh 8. HACKNEY 
Irving & Girwood Empire (8) 31 
BRIGHTON Jimmy O'Dea Co 
Hippodrome (M) 31)! Gaston Palmer 
Piccadilly Hayride Irene Manning 
Nat Jackley Reg Salmon Co 
4 Hurricanes Meribeth Old 
4 Pagolas Nor Widdie 


Marianne Lincoln 
Jack Francois 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 31 
E & M Harvey 
5 Smith Bros 
Lucerne Skaters 
W Keppel & Beity 
Mary Priestman 
Stainless Stephen 
Dick Henderson 
Temelin Co 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 31 
Tgnoranece Is Bliss 
Harold Berens 


Gladys Hay 


Michael Moore 
Matt Nixon 
Foulharmonic 
O'Keefe Sis 
B Richards 
Cawalini’s Dogs 
Grafton Sis & 
Jacques 
Jimmy Robbins 
Trixie & Anton 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 31 
Ted Heath Ore 
Len Young 
Stan Kavangh 
Pierrotys 
Bobby Kimber 
EB & J Paul 
Montreals 
DERRY 
(S) 31 
Bonn 


1) Kendal 
Memble Bros 
Bros 


Four 


Fancanas 

F Whiteley Co 
Wayne 
Bill Hilland 

Gordon Rolfe 
Les Johnson 

Jack Welly Co 


| tinues to offer one of the top en- 


|tertainment bargains for the popu- | 
|lar-priced nitery trade. It’s a big | 
| one-hour layout containing a group) 


| 


|spot previously. 


Ray Dayon, romantic baritone, 


|is the top item with an offering of | 


ballads in half-a-dozen languages. 
set of pipes, Dayon has an appeal- 


| his numbers. However, he tripped 
over his rendition of “Nature Boy,” 
which doesn’t fit his style. Other 
vocalist on this bill is Olga Pav- 
lova, an operatic soprano who's a 
steady standby in this cafe. 
In the terping division, Jane 
Scott delivers a nice brand of jazz 
(Continued on page 48) 





/of acts who have appeared in this | 


Besides having a_ well-controlled | 


‘ing personality with which to sell | 


EDINBE RGH 
Empire (M) 31 
Crackerjack 
Jack Radcliffe 
ten Yost Co 
Mervyn Saunders 
| Paula Gray 
| Ilelen Norman 
Jacquelyn Dunbar 


Dave Jackley 
I’ & I. Preston 
toy Allen 


12 Starlets 
| FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 31 
| Soldiers in Skirts 
| Joe Stein 

Max Carole 
| Ford & Sheenan 
| Ronnie Stewart 
| GLASGOW 
| Empire (M) 31 
| Madhatters 1948 
} Syd Seymour's Bd 
| Earle & Oscar 

2 Maxwells 
Roberto Chiesa, Ce 
Constance. Eyans 


|E Vicki & 


2 Dancettes 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 31 

Dumarte & Denzar 

Dehli 3 

Albert Whelan 

Freddy Stobbs 

Duncan & Dukes 


LONDON 
Hippodrome (M) 31 
Vie Oliver 
Pat Kirkwood 
Fred Emney 
Melachrino 
Marilyn 
Michael 
Julie Andrews 
Jean Garson 
Santigo Bd 
Palladinm 
Carman Miranda 
Jack Durant 
Buster Shaver Co 
Terry Thomas 
Billy Russell 
Edna S Brown 
Rieardo Co 
Maveite 
la Petite 
Terri Carroll 
Donald B Stuart 

Casino 31 
Soprie Tucker 
Cabot & Dresden 
Vie Hyde 

MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (8S) 31 
Trimiler Show 
Tommy Trinder 
Banjou Bros & 

Juanita 
5 Orlanders 
Woods & Jarrett 
Bemand & Pigeons 
Jerry Allan 3 
NEWCASTLE 

Empire (M) 31 
Dancing Years 
Harry Sinclair 
Nicoleite Roeg 

NOTTINGHAM 

Empire (M) 31 
Thanks Memory 
G M_ Elliett 
Gertie Gitana 
Nellie Wallace 
Ella Shields 
Randolph Sutton 
T O'Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
2 Towas 
Duonos 

SHEFFIELD 

Empire (M) 31 
Sasha 
Peers 
Clark 
James Co 
Tommy Jover Co 


Moke & Doke 


Ore 
Hightower 
sentine 


(M) 31 


Poupee 


Donald 
Johnson 
Jinimy 





MebD'n'd & Graham 
SHEPH'RDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 31 

Merry Macs 
Ronald Chesney 
Aj. Norman 


Iris Sadler 

Balliol & Merton 

Slim Rhyder 

Gill Burke 

Georges & Dorina 
Wolverhampton 


R & M Lamar 
Arnley & Gloria 
Rob Murray 
Joyce Golding 
Skating Barodas 


L: 


Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 
Blue Angel 
Josephine Premice 
| Lamouret 
|} Nan Wynn 
Ellis Larkin 8 
Hal Cooke 
Phil Gordon 
Cafe James 
Cafe Society 
, (Downtown) 
| Timmie Rogers 
| Mildred Bailey 
| Gene Rodgers 
iCliff Jackson 
|Edmund@ Hall Ore 
China Doll 
| Katharine Chang 
| Jack Soo 
| Laurie Long 
'3 Cantons 
Matt Tuck 
| Noro Morales 
| J Frase 
| Copacabana 
| Martin & Lewis 
| Monica Lewis 
Betty Bonnie 
Ward Donovan 
Ray Malone 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Mata & Hari 
| Choral Octet 











} 
| 
} 
} 


|} H Sandler Ore 


Alverez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 
tI] Chico 
Fernanda Crespa 
Conde Luis 
Victoria Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los. Panchos 
Encore 
Deep River Boys 
Pierre Cartier 
Mervyn Nelson 
Martha Short 
Cedric Wallace 3 
Abbey Albert 


Harem 
Ritz Bros 
Betty Reilly 


Laurette & Clymas 
Alexis Rotov 
Maxellos 
M Leighton #¢ 
Blackman Ore 
4 Moroccans 
John Elliot 
Havana-Madrid 
Calgary Bros 
Wm Boehn 
Doris Myrick 
Jose Duval 
W Hoveler Ders 
Ralph Font Ore 
Machito Ore 
Hotel Belm’t-Piaza 
Sammy Walsh 
Margaret Phelan 
Betty J Smith 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Machito Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Art Mooney Orc 
Hotel Commodore 
B Raeburn Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Alvy West. Ore 
Buddy Greco 3 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Tony Craig 
Hazel Webster 
Downev & Fonville 
Penthouse Club 
Maxine Sullivan 
Osear Walzer 
George Kreisler 
Riviera 
Jackie Miles 
Vagabonds 
Gracie Barrie 
Acromaniacs 


Blackhawk 
Gay Claridge 
Thelma Gracen 
Sherman Bros 
Hotel Blackstone 
Ray Morton Ore 
Carl Brisson 

Hotel Bismark 
Billy Bishop Ore 
Alice Mann 
Flor’'nce & Fred'rk 

Helsings 
Dick Gale 
Marvin Himmel 
: Honeydream- 


Ore 


ers (5) 
Rill Chandler Ore 
H Edgewater Beach 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
G Ray Terrill 
Johnson & Owen 
Piroska 


, Tony 


iL & EB 


Tommy Godfrey 
Joe Loss Bd 
woob GREEN 

Empire (S) 31 
G & B Bernard 
M & H Nesbitt 


Hippodrome (M) 31 | Ziska & Co 


| Frankie Higgins 
Van Dock 

Craig & Voyle 

1K Stan & MeGhee 


| a“ 
Devere 3 





Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Ravaar 
Gilbert 
Toni Welly 
Donn Arden Line 
Ruban Bleo 
Patricia Bright 
King Odum 4 
Muriel Gaines 
Delora Bueno 
Normann Paris 8 
Julius Monk 
Hotel Astor 
C ({avallaro Ore 
Lenny Herman Ore 
Hotel New SJorker 
Ray Eberle Ure 
Ice Revue 
Muriel Pack 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Hotel 


Joey 


Pierre 
Roberts 
MecLerie & Butler 
Van Smith Ore 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Ore 
Hotel St Morita 
Meneconi Ore 
Betty George 
Hotel St Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Frances Maddux 
Laszlo & Pepito 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Pepito Arvello Ore 
Hotel Syvoy Plasa 
Johnny Thempson 
S St Clair 
Irving Conn Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Hotel Warwick 
Alan MecPaige 3 
leeland 
Hlarry Rose 
Ben Ribble Ore 
Jack Ripley Line 
Latin Quarter 
Joey Adams 
Mark Plant 
Tony Canzonerl 
Nicholas Bros 
Anne Russell 
Patricia Adair 
Richards-Adair 
M Frichette 
Pupl| Campo Ore 
Bon Vivants 
Vineent Travers O 
Le Directoire 
Kay Thompson 
Williams Bros 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Gao Ore 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Sherry Britton 
Boyd Heath 
Rita Mayo 
Beverly Becker 
Wills Sis 
Shepard Line 
Old = Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bella Smaro 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Versailles 
Suzy Solidar 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Phil Wayne Orc 
Piute Pete 
Johnny Morris & 
Bourbon & Bane 
Pat Crowley 
Melody Riders 
Waldorf-Astorta 
Donald Richards 
D'Angelo & Vanya 


Der 





Emil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Miriam Fedele 
Chez Puree 

Marty Gould Ore 

Willie Shore 

Leo Diamond 

The DiGatanos 

Moore & l.essy 

Don Chiesta Ore 

Dorben Ders (12) 

(12) 

Hotel Sherman 
Jazz Philh'’m'ie O 
Helen Humes 
Carl Marx 

Hotet Stevens 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Rudy Richards 
The Prestons (2) 
Jean Arlen 
Matian Spelman 
Skating Blvdears 

Paimer House 


Duray Sis 
Dorothy Hild 
Dancers (12) 


Pildegarde 
Eddie Oliver Ore 





Jerry Wayne, Dunninger 
Pact With Morris Agcy. 


Singer Jerry Wayne and Dun- 
ninger, mentalist, have signed with 
the William Morris Agency. 

Wayne transferred from the 
Miles Ingalls agency, while Dun- 
ninger was booked at various times 
by Consolidated Radio Artists. 


Tutbill continues as Dun- 
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7 -. Deal with Autry would be : a: 
ppedrom " wows "°m with “A Man Can Be Apolie. N. ¥. to now. Dea 
- ort Se |, |@ Wonderful Thing.” “Nature Boy.”| Ina Ray Hutton Band (10) with | a natural for Philip ae: Ne i 
‘ton Berle with 4 Moroccans, | “How High the Moon.” Encores | nanny Riccardi; Julia Lee (2), 4|head of the gum congue Seas Cw Ae 8 
se - Cc Iby, Stan Fisher, The With her gid standby, “A Tisket, A | Step Bros., Beth & Martin, Apus | interests, because it wou e 
were (5 rhe Lombardi House | Tasket.” S Brooks, Estrelita, George Wilt. with the cowboy star’s Sunday 
Orch pe 12): “French Leave” | .J0e Gentile, platter spinner from | shire; “Big Town After Dark” | afternoon airer on web, which) KEN BARRY 
Orch ) . CKLW, winds show with the Har-| ¢pa,r), Wrigley sponsors. It’s understood | Co y 
iat monicats, who really cook on med 





This is of course all Milton Berle 
and all yock comedy from curtain 
to curtain. Working all over the 
place, in and out of every act, plus 
extended spots on his own, comic 
takes possession with a continuous 
sesh of swift gagging, all-around 
clowning and never a dull moment. 

Comedy trailer precedes the do- 
ings and Berle’s first entrance for 
fast comedy after which the Four 
Moroccans flash out with strong 
tumbling and pyramid building, 


aided by Berle for a sock getaway. | 
Deuce is allotted to Marian Colby, | 


scat singer, for groovey vocals of 
“It’s a Good Day,” “That’s How 
Rhumba Was Born” and “Jack, 
Jack, Jack.” A real looker, she 
proves a perfect foil for extended 
comedy bit and a parody by Berle, 
who also ties into Stan Fisher’s 


harmonica interlude that follows. | 
Nice appearing lad gives out with | 


some real legit music on the 
mouthorgan, including strong ar- 
rangements of “Roumanian Rhap- 
sody,” “Night and Day” and “Hora 
Stoccata,” all bellringers and good 
for ample applause. 

The Cavaliers, quintet of elab- 
orately uniformed male singers. 
offer the usual musical comedy 
marching songs in clicko harmony. | 
They also provide a perfect setup | 
for Berle to come on in a low} 
comedy rig and makeup fora sock | 
finish. It's paying off at the b.o., 
too. - Burm. 


Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, May 29. 
The Duanos (2), Eileen. Barton, 
Gaudsmith Bros., Ross & La Pierre, 


/neat coordination in unison turns. | ae . 
| Unchained, they draw applause via | Fran — Ina, 
solo flips, then finish strong, bound- | -4™my Aun 

‘ing over a kingsize jump rope. | 


| around 


| baHroom routines go awry. 
| choice bit she clings desperately to 





“Sabre Dance,” “Harmonica Boo- 
'gie,” “Peg O’ My Heart,” “Kitty 
|Kat Polka” and “Peggy O'Neill 
for sock closer. Stan. 

! Oriental. Chi 

| Chicago, May 27. 


There are few ofay bands that 
can dish out the jive and jump 
tunes to the satisfaction of the col- 
ored clientele at the Apollo in 
Harlem. Ina Ray Hutton’s combo, 
headlining for current stanza, is 
not among the cgay er ye It’s a 
: - ‘ 
| Louis Jordan and Tympany Five | two-way mystery to ouse op- 
| with Patty Thomas, Gene Sheldon | erator and Miss Hutton, since the 
with Loretta Fisher, Albins (2),| blonde batoneer has a solid crew, a 
| Shirley, Sharon & Wanda, 








turns in most stands. 


(PEG), Although she and her youthful 





of showmanship plus his flair for | best, reception was apathetic at the 
turning out tunes that score as | Friday (28) night session. Danny 
‘race record faves have made his | Riccardi’s pleasant baritone also 
cocktail combo the heaviest grosser | had them sitting on their hands. 
in its class. From the standpoint of He’s with the band. 
annual take the seven-man Tym-| Despite lethargy of audience, 
pany Five could keep a symphony | Miss Hutton and her lads turn in 
orch well stocked with cupeakes. {a — job on  ~ —— — 
Bill opens with Carl Sands’ orch | 45 Well as providing neat backing 
on tage to back the acro terping | for surrounding acts. Combo, com- 
of Shirley, Sharon & Wanda. | Prising three rhythm, four saxes, 


'Femmes come on as slave girls,|two trombones and three trum- 


e : | pets, .are plenty solid on “Just 
with ankles shackled together for Sentai tk Garmae”. *S Get the 


’ “What Makes 
and “Three Little 
| and hip-weaving through 


biti - . |dueting with Riccardi on others. 
the diminutive femme scrambling | Overall got much less response 


the frame of her tall. | than deserved. 
when his | 
In a} 


The Albin’s comic terping has 


bushy-headed partner 


|N. Y¥. theatre date, also gives a 
+ se ‘ 4 '|slick performance. But the col- 
languid grace. Steady mishaps | Greq singer also failed to get her 
| bring ready yocks, topped off by 4 / fu) measure of returns from the 
|duo pratfall from an overhead | ).-hadaisical audience. 


hold. : Show. stealers are the vet dance 
Gene Sheldon’s mute clowning is ‘team, Four Step Bros., who finally 


|his ceattails while he twirls with 


Carl | favorable selection of tunes and | 
Sands’ House Orch; “Homecoming” _ other requisites to bring happy re- 


Louis Jordan’s vigorous brand | aggregation of tootlers give their | 


that Autry aiid his partner, Armand 
Schaefer, are getting set to go into 
production of video films pronto. 
Purchase of some of Autry’s oldies 
from Republic, his last studio be- 
fore moving to Columbia, is also 


a possibility. 





AGVA Conv. 


Continued from page 45 





with the AGVA board having the 
'right to determine if any organiza- 
|tien can be construed a political 
subdivision of those factions. Many 
| will argue that the board can bar 
|any office holder who joins an 
| outfit such as the Liberal Party, 
| American Labor Party, Progressive 
| Citizens of America, or a group 
| committed to the election of 
Henry Wallace. Another debatable 
| part of that amendment will be 
\the power of the AGVA board to 
| declare any organization, after a 
| hearing, to be working against the 


| best interests of the union. Some 


| that attains power. 


| However, Actors Equity and 


|other performer unions have simi- ing and some brief singing. 
Julia Lee (New Acts), rotund | lar provisions. Equity, for example | of the act, however, is comic patter, 
|recording artist, playing her first | had to put that provision into its | with Barry showing himself very 


| by-laws when groups of the ex- 
itreme left and the extreme right 
| organized to give a political com- 
| plexion to the union. Some dele- 
| gates will feel that while these 


|amendments may never be used to 


Sam Jack Kaufman House Orch, | well reeeived. Comedian leaves off | woke ‘em up with a cavalcade of | Stifte opposition in the organiza- | 
with Sammy Carr; “Green Grass {the byplay on his banjo for re-' nifty hoofing, ranging from taps | tion, nonetheless, they previde a) 


of Wyoming” (20th). 





Holiday mood, plus a juve audi- {| Long, Long Time.”’ Brought back |shire revive the old burley skit, | 


| warding straight goes at “Four to acrobatics. House comic Apus 


| gateway for perpetual domination | use a 


| Leaf Clover” and “It’s Been a_| Brooks, Estrelita and George Wilt- by a single faction. 


Spearhead of the leadership is 


ence attracted by the sereen fea-' by prime response, he does shy-| “Seeing Nellie Home,” for mild | expected to be provided by Dewey 
ture, helps give this Capitol bill guy and panto stuff while Loretta | returns, while Beth and Martin, 


an all-out reception. Boasting no | 
sock marquee name, it still adds; speech. For closer he stitches his | their hoofing stanza. 
well rounded, diverting | fingers together. 

j 


up to 
show. 

Teeing off with Sam Jack Kauf- | 
man house orch is banjoist Samm 


Carr’s strumming is top drawer in 
a brace of well chosen fast num- 
bers. Loud and long mitt action 
pulls him from overture status to 
part of the show. 

Rousing welcome was given at 
show caught to inanities of Frank 
Ross and his blonde dssistant, La 


Pierre. Billed as. “one man juke | 


b_.:,” comic’s chief stint consists of 
takeoffs on band instruments, with 
gal doing straight warbling. Best 
bet is Ross’.solo of the “Pop Eye” 
animated short. 

Eileen Barton, from ‘the Frank 


Sinatra airer, gets a flattering re- | 


ception of wolf calls, and appre- 
ciation for her sultry way with a 
song. Her appeal lies largely in 
her style and hep presentation. A 
looker to begin with, she makes 
the most of her natural advantages 
with a genuine display of show- 
manship. Opens with “Night and 


Day,” goes on to “Nature Boy” and | Wall” (M-G). 
“Manana,” and comes back with 


a new ditty, “Yukupuk.” 
Gaudsmith gg 


sideman on the same instrument | 


| Fisher tries to coax him into a; colored mixed team, 


Biz considerably below par at 
Edba. 


Jordan fronts on sax, with a Show canght. 


y | i s j 
Corr. ntly a tele click in N. Y. | to fill while he tosses off vocals in 


| strident form. Crew, wearing red 
| jackets and green slacks, tees off | 


iwith a novelty in which the | 


_maestro mugs the lyrics for first- | 
rate results. Calypso-like “Early 
in the Morning” has him _hip-| 
| jerking in for the vocal and an | 
effective sax break. 
| Joined by trim Patty Thomas, 
the group rocks “Real Gone Guy” 
while the sepian songstress quavers 
a la Nellie Lutcher. In a. punchy 
closer Jordan, with earnest finger 
shaking, warns femme seatholders 
against the wiles of mankind. 
Quick curtain put damper on 








| encores. Baxt. 
Olympia. Miami 
j Miami, May 29. 


| Little Jack Little, Frank Mar- 
|lowe, Will & Gladys Ahearn, The 
Colls, Dot & Dellan’s Boxing Cats, 
|Les Rhode House Orch; “High 





] 


Little Jack Little still packs a 


get plenty nostalgic wallop for the oldsters, 


laughs with their combo of dog anc his soft approach to ballads 
act and neat acro tricks. Accom- | plus his pianoing hits well enough 
pany the routine with a running | with the younger generation to 
patter of dialect gags, brothers | bring him solid returns. There’s 
play stooges to their pair of French | plenty of confident savvy in his 


les, -who have 


been well handling of the songs and ivory 


trained in implicit disobedience. | accomps. Own compositions, nota- 
Rounding out bill are the Duanos, | bly “Only a Shanty in Old Shanty 
who_raise the curtain with a ball-, Town,” “Jealous” and “Hold Me” 
room terp act that has novelty and | fit nicely into the turn, what with 


good hoofing. 


Broadway-Capitel, Det. 


Detroit, May 30. 


Jerry Murad’s Harmonicats, Ella 


Fitzgerald, Francis Craig, Le Mon- 
ti’s Tu-Tones, Larry Paige Orch, 
Johnny Slagle, Fran Pettay, Van 
Douglas and Joe Gentile; “The 
Woman in White” (WB). 





Current highly-touted disk jock 
I Id compared to Stan 
Kenton’s unit here a few weeks 
ago, but overall appears okay as 


show is 


far as biz is concerned. 

Larry Paige’s unit tees off with 
“Disk Jockey Jump” to bring on 
WXYZ's Johnny Slagle with a few 
mild gags to introduce Francis 
Craig. Pianist-composer scores 
with solid selling of “Near You.” 
“Beg Your Pardon” and “Foolin’,” 
assisted by blind yocalist Bob 
Lamm, who also does masterful 
job with “Margie” on trumpet. 

Slagle brings on WJR’s Fran 
Pettay, who takes over emcee slot 
to intro Monti’s Tu-Tones guitar, 


»two accordions and bass for nifty 


workout on “Chinatown,” “Mickey ” 
and other tunes. High spot is Ma- 
rio Lozier’s impresh of Rose Mur- 
phy doing “I Can’t Give You Any- 
thing But Chi-Chi.” 

WJBK’s Van-Douglas takes over 
to introduce Ella Fitzgerald, who 


the revivals of hits from the same 
era. Tops with his version of 
player-piano that broke down, not 
ie but handled smartly. 


.Comic Frank Marlowe belts them 
with his walkon to pit-fall for an 
immediate howl. Sustains the com- 
| edy to keep the laugh meter hit- 
| ting the top. Satirical stuff is clean 


| more, 


State-Lake. Chi 
Jane Powell, Keye Luke, Pro- 


fessor Backwards, Fredarrys (3), ' 
Henry Brandon Orch; “Sainted 
Sisters” (Par). 

| 


What might have been an ex: == 


cellent layout makes only mild: 
impression. It was only when Jane | 
Powell came on that things started | 
moving. 

Show opens with the Fredarrys, | 
cyclists, who after an uncertain 
start, get off some sure-fire atten- 
tion getters. Trio do some fast 
changes on one bike at fast speed, 


| Barto at the head of the N. Y. dele-| 
do okay in | gattion. 


Latter has already had 









Bears,” with Miss Hutton vocaling | feel that this will prevent any or-| 
me and | ganized opposition to the faction | ing eggs over a hat borrowed from 


} 





| 
i 


| several caucuses and has a fairly | 


good idea of what to go after. It 
has 12 delegates, or approximately 
one-fifth of the delegates elected 
t6 attend confab. 
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Zimmerman’s. N. Y. 


ballet. 
good finish by a series of welf- 
executed acrobatic twirls. Ball- 
room team of Sinclair and Alda 
also flash neat routines in a va- 
riety of dance modes ranging from 
the straight waltz to fancy rhum- 


mounting to a three-high stand for | bas 


sock finale. 

Keye Luke, from films, contribs 
a mystery playlet, he taking de- 
tective roles ala Colman, Barry- 
late Warner Oland, and 
Peter Lorre. His vocal takeoffs 
are sharp but bogged down by ab-| 
surd lines. For encore he sings 
ee and Day” and “Irish Lul- 
a ye . 

Professor Backwards 
Edmundson), garbed in cap and 
gown, scores with rapid spelling of 





sport failings. 

Miss Powell has a well-trained 
voice 
ence. Tees off with 
Curly-Headed Baby.” From her. 
film, “Holiday in Mexico,” she’ 
does a semi-operatic aria, “Maid 
of Cadiz,” atid goes through sev-| 
eral long, high passages, which 
bring strong applause. For her! 
| Closer, singer, does 
time” for boff returns. 


“Summer- | 
Zabe. 











(Jimmy | 


long words in reverse and gathers | 
yocks with his dry asides on local | 


and charming stage pres- | 
“Donkey | 
Serenade” and follows with “My | 


Shander Gypsy Orch backs the 
show competently with Bela Zsiga, 
virtuoso of the Hungarian vibra- 
harp, contributing a solo. Gene 
Kardos Orch alternates on the 
bandstand for other dance Fy amo 

erm. 


Gay Nineties, Boston 
Boston, May 29. 
“Mrs. Bottomly’s Bustle,” Leo 
Morris production, with Marie 
Cord, Scott & Douglas, Russ Mari- 
no, Floradora Dears (4), Singing 
Waiters Quartet; dances, Pepper 
Russell; musical direction, Scotty 
Holmes; $2 Minimum. 





First book show to turn up in 
a Hub nitery for some time, “Mrs. 
Bottomly’s Bustle” is a musical re- 
vue with 13 numbers, burlesques 
of the new look, the Kinsey report, 
etc., put together by Lee Morris, 
who did lyrics and music of “If I 


| Only Had a Match.” 


Besides Marie Cord, former bur- 
lesqueen, cast consists of a male 
quartet of singing waiters, a quar- 
tet of gal dancers known as the 
Floradora 


She builds her act into a) 





such bits as the one with the orch | Continued from page 1 


on & gangster takeoff with the in-| video. It’s 
evitable line at the drummer ; lame 
anent forgetting the rimshot—‘I'l | Nodere Productions, 





which 


r 
| | 
; } | rs | Dears, ballroom terp 
wri toame mod a 2 ae a | Hoppy Westerns |team of Scott and Douglas, and 


|Russ Marino as m.c. Starts with 
|a take-off on the Harvard Hasty 


expected that Com- | Pudding club, with musical and 
d pro- | dance numbers following, each kid- 
|stab instead”) but overall adds up | 2¥¢es and distributes Boyd’s tran- | ding the “new look.” 


,to hilarious impact. 

| Supporting lineup also okay. 
| There’s Will and Gladys Ahearn 
with their carefully worked out 
‘rope-twirling and hoofery. 

| The matinee trade is the obvious 
| target of Dot and Dellan’s boxing 
cats. A bit too much of the cute 
is interwoven for the evening regu- 
lars, but effect is pleasant, with 


| viding the commentary un the two 
leather-pushing felines in the min- 
iature ring. 


the gal refereeing and Dellan pro- | 


scribed radio shows, will also dis- 
tribute his video output. 


Autry Telepix for CBS 
A la Fairbanks-N BC 


Chicago, June 1. 
Les Atlass, major domo in Wrig- 
ley operations for CBS, is now on 
the Coast to spearhead the web’s 
entry into use of films in television. | 








Mass Cord does four numbers, 
“Let’s Sing a Song About Fash- 
ion,” “Take Me Back to Minsky’s,” 
“The Texas Report” and “Bring 
Back the Old Shows,” handling the 
lyrics nicely and adding a burley 
touch with a few bumps on a run- 
way. Scott and Douglass click in a 
standard ballroom routine, and the 


/male quartet works out okay in the 


Gay 90s tradition. 
Show is sprightly and catchy 


Plans are to set up a deal with | ©m0ugh, only trouble being that 
-Gene Autry Productions for film- | the lyrics are sometimes a little 
making on the order of NBC’s set- | ‘00 Subtle for the audience, which 


Terp slot has the Colls. Purvey , 
some fairly imaginative ballroom- UP With Jerry Fairbanks Produc- 
adagio routines with climaxer the “ons. Latter rules the roost pic- 
boy’s violining to spins with his | Wise for NBC. 
portner to garner nice response. Atlass, who's CBS veepee in 

Les Rhode house orch handies | charge of the Midwest Division, has 
backgrounding capably. Lary. «stayed off the tele bandwagon up 





in this place is not particularly 
| Sophisticated. Nice production, 
however, and a good attempt to 
Sharpen up the usual nitery rou- 
tine. Good house when caught, this 
being about the only nitery in town 
that does biz consistently. Elie. 





20 Minutes 
Ciub Kavakos, Washington 

Ken Barry is an act waiting to be 
discovered, polished up, and moved 
into the big-time, where his easy 
comedy and comfortable way of 
handling a night club audience 
should click. Barry has an exten. 
sive routine for a young comedian, 
and can stretch his act over what- 
ever time is necessary to fill a spot, 
At Kavakos he also works as emcee, 

He offers a varied line of patter 
which can be blued up enough for 
the late bistro trade and sapolioed 
for the afternoon ladies’ set—as he 
had demonstrated during several 
weeks of appearances in various 
Washington spots. 

One neat gag is a comic Hindu 
fakir stunt in which a cloth and 
wire cobra rises out of a basket 
with the card that a member of the 
audience selects to considerable 
clowning by Barry. Another is the 
sleight-of-ttand trick in which two 
hollow tubes are moved around 
with glasses and bottle appearing, 
disappearing and changing places 
under them. The comic corns this 
up to add laughs to the mystifica- 
tion. Another gag has him break- 


a woman in the audience. 
In between he works a little terp- 
Most 


adept at ad libbing to meet chang- 
ing audience situations and occa- 
sionally dashing over to tables to 
kid with the customers. 

His first big audience opportunity 
will probably be at the Capitol the- 
atre here this summer, where Gene 
Ford has booked him. His act can 
little tightening up, and he 
might heighten his comic effects 
by dressing more like a business- 
man and less like a “personality.” 

Lowe. 


JULIA-LEE (2) 
Sengs - 

12 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Celered songstress has built up 
rep via her diskings of “If It's 
Good,” “Porter’s Love Song” and 
“Snap and Grab It,” and is making 
her N.Y. theatre bow here, reprising 
these jukebox faves as nucleus of 
her stage offering. For good meas- 
ure she throws in ‘“King-Sized 
Papa” and “That’s What I Like” 
for top returns. 

Miss Lee handles her own ac- 
comps on piano, flanked by an un- 
billed drummer, and is equally 


adept in both seng and pianoing. 
She has personality and salesman- 
ship that should serve her well in 
subsequent vaude or as * ape 
a. 











Theatre Authority 


———-_ Continued from page 46 


den benefit, would have registered 
negatively on the home tele- 
sereens and would have hurt their 
bid for subsequent dates. 

Percenters declare that an act 
has to be prepared specifically for 
that medium. Comedy, for example, 
will have to have some movement. 
Slightly indigo lines, harmless in 
a spot like the Garden, are ruled 
out over the ether. Also an act, 
rushing from a theatre or cafe, 
may need a re-grooming and a 
change of clothing. These defects 
would show up terrifically on the 
tele-screens and would conse- 
quently mark the act negatively 
for subsequent appearances. 

Another factor that agencies say 
made the TA ban on the telecast 
beneficial is the fact that it’s 4 
difficult decision whether the en- 
tertainers will play to the live 
audience or the cameras. If they 
don’t concentrate on the audience, 
the act will lay an egg for the 
Garden patronage, upon which it 
must depend for timing and re- 
ceptivity. If they turn away from 
the cameras, then home audiences 
won't get the full projection. | 

In small studio shows, the choice 
is naturally, the cameras, The per- 
former playing in a comparatively 
small hall, can get across the full 
projection of the act to the crowd 
even though concentration is on 
the camera. 

The TA cancellation of the Gar- 
den telecast is in keeping with 8 
rule adopted by the Associated Ac- 
tors and Artistes of America, de- 
claring that TA authority extends 
only to personal appearances, ac- 
cording to a 4A spokesman. The 
4A television committee is still 
working on a performer scale and 


‘conditions for the television. 


i 














ee ee a i ie ee 











Wednesday, June 2, 1948 


LEGITIMATE 49 








MORE MONEY 








-_ 


| 1947-43 


Recap 


HITS (New Shows) 


“Allegro” , é 
“Angel in the Wings eve 
“A Streetcar Named Desire 
“Command Decision” 

“High Button Shoes 

“Inside U.S.A.” 


REVIVAL HITS 
“antony & Cleopatra” “Pinafore” 
“Iolanthe” “Pirates of Penzance” 
“Man & Superman” “The Gondoliers” 
“Medea” “The Play’s the Thing” 
“Mikado” “Yeoman of the Guard” 
“Patience” 
Sugge MODERATES 
“For Love or Money” “Skipper Next to God” 
“Joy to the World” “Strange Bedfellows” 
“Me and Molly” “The Respectful Prostitute” 
FLOPS 
“An Inspector Calls” “Power of Glory” 
“Ballet Ballads” “Seeds In the Wind” 
“Caribbean Carnival” “The Cup of Trembling” 
“Dear Judas” “The Druid Circle” 
“Dr. Social” “The Gentleman From Athens” | 
“Duet for Two Hands” “The Hallams” 
“Eastward in Eden” “The Last Dance” 
“Harvest of Years” “The Linden Tree” 
“Hold It” “The Magie Touch” 
“Hope's the Thing” “The Men We Marry” 
“How I Wonder” “The Old Lady Says No” (Gate) 
“I Gotta Get Out” “The Rats of Norway” 
“Kathleen” “The Survivors” 
“Laura” “The Vigil” 
“Louisiana Lady” “This Time Tomorrow” 
“Music in My Heart” “Trial Honeymoon” 
“Open House” “Under the Counter” 
“Our Lan’” “Where the Stars Walk” (Gate) 
REVIVAL FLOPS 


“Crime & Punishment” 

“Ghosts” (Le Gallienne) 

“Hedda Gabler’ ‘(Le Galliene) 
“John Bull’s Other Island” (Gate) 
“Macbeth” 

“Sally” 


“Look, Ma, I'm Dancin’ *. 
“Make Mine Manhattan” 
“Mister Roberts” 

“The Heiress” 

“The Winslow Boy” 


“The Cradle Will Rock” 

“The First Mrs. Fraser” 
“Tonight at 8:30" (two shows) 
“Topaze” 

“You Never Can Tell” 


HOLDOVERS FROM PREVIOUS SEASONS 


“All My Sons” ‘ciosed) 
“Annie Get Your Gun” 
“A Young Man's Fancy” (closed) 
“Born Yesterday” 
“Brigadoon” 
“Burlesque” ‘closed) 
“Call Me Mister” (closed) 
“Finian’s Rainbow” 
TRYOUT 
“All Gaul Is Divided” 
“Bonanza Bound” 
“Paris Sings Again” 
“The Benchwarmer” 


“Happy Birthday” (closed) 
“Harvey” 

“Tcetime of 1948” (closed) 
“John Loves Mary” ‘closed) 
“Oklahoma!” (closed) 

“The Medium” ‘closed) 

“The Veice of the Turtle” (closed) 


FLOPS 
“The Big People” 
“The Legend of Lou” 
“The Stars Weep” 
“We Love a Lassie” 


EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE 


“A Long Way From Home” 
“A Temporary Island” 
“Ballet Ballads” 


“Galileo” - 
“Hope's the Thing” 
“Skipper Next to God” 


NEW STAGES 


“A Lamp at Midnight” 
“The Respectful Prostitute” 


“To Tell the Truth” 


HABIMAH 


“David's Crown” 
“Oedipus Rex” 


“The Dybbuk” 
“The Golem” 


CITY CENTER 


“Angel Street” 
Chekhov Plays 
“S.S. Glencairn” 


“The Alchemist” 
“The Insect Comedy” 
“Volpone” . 





RUDY VALLEE FOLLOWS — 
DUNN IN N.Y. ‘HARVEY’ 


James Dunn took over the lead 
in “Harvey” on Broadway (48th 
Street) last Friday (28), replacing 
the English star, Jack Buchanan, 
who appeared in the comedy for 
nearly five weeks, then sailed back 
to London Saturday (29). Rudy 
Valiee is slated to be the next 
hame to play the comic imbiber in 
Mary Coyle Chase’s laugh play, re- 
placing Dunn next month. 
4 Half a dozen names have tenta- 
tively accepted an invitation to ap- 

ar in “Harvey,” but all stipu- 
ated they first be given a chance 
to give performances out of town. 
For that reason Vallee is taking 
over from Joe E. Brown in San 
Francisco next week. 





Pemberton Vice Brown 


San Francisco, June 1. 

Brock Pemberton is due here 
this midweek to play the lead in 

Harvey” at the Geary, producer 
of the play to appear in both Sat- 
urday (5) performances, as Joe E. 
Brown, who's been starring in the 
role, will leave for Los Angeles to 
attend his daughter’s graduation 
from college on that date. 

Next week Rudy Vallee will take 
over in preparation for his appear- 
ance in the Broadway company. 

Harvey's” road dates terminate 
here Saturday (12) next week. 





Lou Gilbert won the Clarence 
erwent prize this season, and 
not Richard Coogan, as erratumed. 





Cleveland Playhouse 
In Expansion Plans 


Cleveland, June 1. 


Donation of two acres of land to 
the Cleveland Playhouse, which 
has been suffering from growing 
pains, is enabling the town’s No. 
1 community repertory group to 


lay plans for a new and larger the- | 


atre. Building is expected to start 
within the next two years. 

Land was donated by Mrs. War- 
ren J. Henderson and Helen War- 
ner, heirs to the estate of Warner 
& Swasey, tool - manufacturing 
magnates, “in tribute to the im- 
portant community part the Play- 
house plays in Cleveland.” 

A gift of $25,000 was simultane- 
ously given to the theatre last 
week by the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion to aid its rehabilitation pro- 
gram. Foundation donated $38,- 
000 in 1936 to further its general 
education program launched by 
Frederic McConnell, general di- 
rector of Playhouse. 





Skulnik’s Mpls. Date 


Minneapolis, June 1. 
Menasha Skulnik and his New 
York Yiddish legit company, which 
played a one-nighter last season at 
the Lyceum here, expand their io- 
cal engagement this season to two 
nights and a matinee, June 12 and 
13. They'll offer “The Baby Sit- 
ter” and “My Wedding Night.” 
For the second time engagement 
here will be under the sponsorship 
of Harry Hirsch, veteran impre- 
sario. 


SHOWS IN °47-48 





PRODUCTION 10 
PREVIOUS SEAS 


By JACK PULASKI 

In some respects the Broadway 
season of 1947-48, just terminated. 
topped that of °46-47. It was more 
active productively and there 
;were slightly more money attrac- 
jtions, although the general run of 
grosses saw lower levels. 


|; Again revivals were 








important 
Be 
jin a decade were presented among 
the 15 straight-play suecesses, and 
three revues scored among seven 
winning musicals. There was an| 
upsurge in experimental showings, | 
which, however, were productive of | 


Seasonal product introduced 22 
| successes, of which six were mode- | 
irates, leaving 16 undisputed clicks | 
(including revivals), a much better 
ishowing than °46-47. Tabulation | 
| was based on 66 shows but several | 
| groups or repertories were counted | 
in units of one each, such as the | 
| British D’Oyly Cartes with seven | 
|Gilbert and Sullivan operettas and | 
ithe Dublin Gate players with three | 


,* 
? 
| 
{ 

i 
! 


I} Multiple Ideas Being Sifted by Group 
W In Equity After Annual Meet in N. Y. 


factors, two of the strongest dramas | 


| little regular or commercial value. | 





Mpls.’ Hefty Summer Sked 


Minneapolis, June 1. 
| Spoken drama will get heavier 
than usual play here this summer. 
In addition to the Old Log, straw- 
hatter opening its annual season 
next week with “The Glass Men- 
agerie,”’ 
sota Theatre has an elaborate sum- 
mer season scheduled, and Edyth 


| Bush Little Theatre will be active. | 





Renouncing Citizenship 
‘Looks Final’ as Father 
Fails to Sway Garry Davis 


Despite an appeal by his father 


to Secretary of State Marshall, the | 


renunciation of his U. S. citizen- 
ship by Garry Davis appears to be 
official and final. According to 
reports from Paris, Davis, 26-year- 


|Plays, all flops. Some of the G. & S. | old Broadway musical comedy ae- 


|musicals were not as well patron- | 
ized as others but the visitors had 
a highiy profitabie season anyway. 

Not counting four foreign- 
|\language dramas (Hebrew) by the 


|Habimah troupe from Palestine, | 


tor and former Army bomber pilot, 
formally renouneed his American 
citizenship there to beeome a “‘citi- 
|zen of the world.” 


| Besides asking Marshall to delay 


but adding two “Tonight at 8:30” | official confirmation of his son's ac- 


Serer a duo of Ibsen dramas, the 


} 


| Stages), plus the tryout flops, the | ; I 
| change his mind. 


jactual total number of productions 


G. & S. and Dublin groups and | sider, 


ithree downtown plays (New| leader Meyer Davis cabled the | 


ition to give him time to recon- 
legit producer - orchestra 
“earnestly advising” him to 
The message 


| youth 


|was 99, which was less than last | urged, “you are, no doubt, attempt- 


|year’s inclusive total because there | 
out-of- | 
‘town failures which did not essay | feat ) 
Not included either | Whatever usefulness you may have 


| were considerably fewer 


| Broadway. 


\ing to dramatize the critical world 
situation, but I believe this will de- 
your 


'were the half dozen Experimental | for the attainment of your objec- 


Theatre shows, nor others of like | 
classification. Past season. wit-| 
nessed eight shows being ditched | 
at tryout as against last year’s rec- | 
ord 24. 

The number of new. show flops 
rwas 35, to which were added 10, 
revival failures, the latter being | 
counted in groups in each rep in- 


red operations. 


side of the ledger during the past 


dications were that the quality of 


heretofore. 
Outstanding Dramas 

The outstanding dramas were the 
multi#ple-prize winning “A Street- 
car Named Desire” and “Mister 
'Roberts,” with “Command Deci- 
'sion” and “The Heiress” also highly 
i rated. “Streetcar” and “Roberts” 





the °47-48 product was better than damage there.” 


tive of world government.” 
Young Davis was quoted from 


Paris as saying that with the world | 


in a state of international anarchy 


‘in whieh sovereign nations are 


the University of Minne- | 


purpose and nullify , 


+ Equity’s annual meeting last Fri- 


day (28) at the Hotel Astor. N. Y i 
was without fireworks, but the ses- 
sion was unusual because of the 
plethora of ideas and suggestions 
from members. Proposals included 
Some dealing with changes in the 
contract with the managers. The 
suggestions numbered over 125. 
‘and were turned over to a council 
committee for sifting. 

Basic pact with the managers 
expires Aug. 15, having been lim- 
‘ited to one year by the Taft-Hart- 
jley law, which stipulates that re- 
/newal of such agreements may not 
be negotiated unless the National 
Labor Relations Board be given 
60-day notice of such intention. 
Although complying, Equity does 
not recognize the Taft-Hartley act 
as applying to its organization. 

Most of the numerous ideas for 
contract revision from actors and 
the chorus were under considera- 
tion by the committee before last 
week’s meeting. One proposal 
would raise the minimum from 
$60 to $100, if not higher. If the 
minimum is raised it would inelude 
newcomers as well as recognized 
actors, a point that Equity leaders 
are mulling. One warning that was 
sounded if the rate is tilted, “the 
minimum may become the maxi- 
|mum,” because managers would 
probably reduce the pay of play- 
ers getting $150 or more to equal- 
|ize operating expenses. 

Meeting was only fairly well at- 
|tended, 750 being present. The 
|regular ticket, mostly consisting 
of council nominees, was elected, 
, but there was quite a number of 
| write-in votes, mostly mailed, total 
‘number of regular baliots cast be- 
jing 934. Basil Rathbone was 
named third vice-president, filling 
the: post of the late Dudley Digges. 
/Among those named or re-elected 
|to the council were Erin O’Brien 


moving toward war, “I no longer | a who topped the ticket with 
find it compatible with my inner | 780 votes, the others named being 


convictions to contribute to this | Eddie Nugent, 
| anarchy, and thus be a party to , ; ] 
stance, where the ventures were | the inevitable annihilation of our | Ross, Edith Meiser, Edith Atwater, 
Number of pro-| civilization, by remaining solely | 
ductions that ended on the wrong | loyal to one of these states.” 


The ex-flyer said that he hoped 


season was less than either of the to go to Germany to help rebuild | 
two previous seasons, and clear in- | the country, explaining, “After all, 


|I'm responsible for some of the 
However, it ap- 
‘peared he might have difficulty 
getting to Germany, since he no 


ing the war, Davis was shot down 
over Germany and sent to a prison 
camp, but later escaped. 


The elder Davis, upset over the 





| incident, said he’d had dinner with 


‘are sure things to run through “48-| his son in New York a few days 


49 and beyond, but the others, 
‘while some may span the summer, 
| will go to the road during autumn. 
| The season’s musicals are hardly 
‘up to the standard of last season, 
although six hits are  song- 
and-dance shows. Currently lead- 
ing Broadway is “Inside U. S. Tg 
with “High Button Shoes” regarded 
as the most substantial among the 
others. “Allegro” started like a 
smash but tapered, same going for 


' 


itor had given no 


previously, and that the young. ac- 
intimation of 
plans for such action. Young Davis 
left for Europe a day or so later, 
after phoning his mother in Phila- 
delphia. 

Davis’ sister, Virginia, while 
doubting the effectiveness of her 
brother’s action in renouncing 
U. S. citizenship, expressed sym- 
pathy with the reasons that 
prompted his action. Miss Davis 





“Look, Ma, I’m Danein’.” Three 
revues are among the standouts, 


(Continued on page 50) 


Weill Folk Opera In 
July 19 Indiana U. Bow 


Indianapolis, June 1. 
Premiere of “Down in Valley,” 
new folk opera by Kurt Weill, will 
ibe held at Indiana University, 
Bloomington, July 19. Marian 
Bell of “Brigadoon” will sing fem- 
inine lead and Weill will supervise. 
Performance will be conducted by 
Ernst Hoffman, former director of 
Houston symphony orchestra, who 
has been at Bloomington as visit- 
ing conductor of Indiana Univer- 
sity orchestra this year. Hans 
Busch, visiting director from Royal 
Opera House, Stockholm, will 
stage. 

“Valley,” with story by Arnold 
Sundgaard, is based on Kentucky 
mountain folk tunes. It involves 
three principals and large chorus. 








declared, “If a government with 
supreme jurisdiction for maintain- 
ing peace is not established, we 
shall be destroyed by war.” She ob- 
served that “voluntary leagues such 
as the United Nations, members of 
| which individually retain the right 
, of veto, the right to manufacture 
}arms and to declare war, cannot 
| keep the peace.” 


Another son, Meyer, Jr.. was 
killed in action in the Mediter- 
ranean during the recent war while 
serving with the Navy. Daugh- 
ter, Virginia, a singer, is to sing 
“The Star Spangied Banner” at the 
forthcoming Republican National 
Convention in Philadelphia, for 
which her father is chairman of 
the entertainment committee. Mrs. 
Davis is a former concert pianist. 

Garry Davis’ last stage appear- 
ance on Broadway was as singer 
and comedian in the revue, “Three 
to Make Ready.” He previously 
drew attention in a featured spot 








Kaye. 


longer has a U. S. passport. Dur- ; 


in “Let’s Face It,” starring Danny 


Barbara Robbins, 
‘Clay Clement, Ann Thomas, Bill 
Loring Smith and Sidney Black- 
‘mer. Eight non-nominees received 
| write-in votes namely, 166 going 
to William Gaxton, but the number 
| Was not nearly enough. 


| There was some consideration. 
| of a show business survey (the 
|Robert Nathan report) which 
;would enlist all show business 
unions and groups, plus managers, 
|to finance a dozen proposed pro- 
jects for the betterment of the 
stage. Other organizations will be 
asked to participate, that being 
the only way the estimated re- 
quired $360,000 could be raised. 


AWARD ON ‘SHOES’ 
Although Monte Proser and 
Joseph Kipness (and the Shuberts) 
are preparing to pay Mary Hunter 
the money she was awarded for 
her breach-of-contract claim in 
connection with “High Button 
Shoes,” they’re stil! fighting the 
case legally. The producers and 
the Shuberts, who are backers in 
|the show and have a major voice 
in decisions regarding it, have set 
aside a special fund to cover pay- 
|ments to Hiss Hunter, but have ap- 
pealed the arbitration award, which 
has already been affirmed by the 
N. Y. supreme court, to the appel- 
|late division. 

Besides depositing in eserow the 
weekly share of the boxoffice gross 
which Miss Hunter’s original con- 
tract specified and whieh the arbi- 
trators awarded in full, the produ- 
cers have also put up enough coin 
to cover all the weeks since 
“Shoes” opened. Now that the sec- 
ond company has opened in Chi- 
cago, the amount is said to be run- 
ning more than $400 a week. 

Meanwhile, there have been vari- 
ous other suits filed against the 
show, including one by Mack Sen- 
nett, in connection with the alleged 
unauthorized use of his name in a 
| ballet number. 
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Minimize Those Hazards 


When a revival like “Sally” costs $95,000 to unfold and needs 
$23,000 weekly to break even, failing to float on its pretty good 
$16,000 weekly gross; when legit musicals like “Annie Get Your Gun 
and “Inside USA” need $250,000-$300,000 production investments, 
there is something wrong with the economic setup of the Broadway 
theatre. 


That’s.a common conclusion among showmen who realize that the 
theatre, if it’s to flourish, must minimize these hazards. The war years 
glossed over these factors, for obvious reasons, but with angel money 
clipped and more rational investment hazards preferred, the theatre 
must gear itself accordingly. 


Shows that must run a year before they start to pay off is not good 
show business. Legit must reappraise its setup accordihgly. Capital 
is a necessary adjunct to show business, but it is not good business to 
chase that capital away by some of the “inside” deals, such as dollar- 
for-dollar investors, staggering “office’’ overheads which are gravy- 
trains for selfish managements or promoters, and some of the other 
sharp angles which have cropped up in recent years. 


Probing Mgr. Committee Stresses — 
Scene Designing’s Wasteful Practices 


Controversy ‘arose during the? 
past season about rising production 
costs, and a managerial committee | 
headed. by Lawrence Langner of | 


: nga its find- 
the Theatre Guild issued its fin Sew Yerk bi cir Mandar Cit) trom 











Dr. Gert Lawrence 


Gertrude Lawrence arrived in 





More Money Shows 


Continuc’ from page 49. 


indicating that type of musical is 
on the way back to popularity. 
“U, S. A.” “Make Mine Manhat- 
tan” and “Angel in The Wings” 
comprise the revue scorers. In re- 
cent seasons the smash musicals 
were nearly all book shows, such 
as “Annie Get Your Gun,” (still 
flourishing), “Carousel,” “Bloomer 
Girl,” “Brigadoon, “Finian’s Rain- 
bow” and, of course, “Oklahoma!,” 
which started the ballet vogue 
along Broadway. 

The revivals brought forth such 
sturdy grossers as “Man and Su- 
perman,” “Antony and Cleopat- 
ra” and “Medea” (fresh version of 
a Greek classic), the G. & S. musi- 
cals and the more recent, promis- 
ing “The Play’s the Thing.” The 
D’Oyly Cartes’ top bill was “The 
Mikado,” the operettas, in 
cycles of seven, each having been 
repeated. When the season was 
extended several weeks “Mikado” 
was again put on, but it evidently 
had used up its audiences, takings 
for the latter weeks being consid- 
erably under those of the first two 
showings. “Pirates of Penzance,” 
“Tolanthe” and “Pinafore” were 
best among the other operettas. 

‘Oklahoma’s!’ Record 

“Oklahoma!” finally ended its 

record run on Broadway last Sat- 








~~ wi — d li London. She came to the U. S. to 
a ne geo we ha eariler | receive an honorary degree of Doc- | 
Spares they St eee > Produc- tor of Fine Arts from Ithaca Col- | 
tion costs was hardly their fault. a hee oS. neat fdas 
The report upheld them but it also | 4... (5). 
points out that “wasteful practices” keg ee RCT sins tidied teste | 
have “crept into the oye eer | summer stock appearances at hus- | 
by the smmentioned lmited-part-|D&2¢, Richard Aldrich’s strawhat, | 
scale talleee sa 41, | the Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. | 
nership method. It’s claimed that | the Cape Playho 














2 Pe as ae - |She’s not sure whether she'll ac- | 
kind of backing is disappearing. 

Scenic designers are blamed | 
principaily for the jump in produc- 
tion costs. It’s claimed they are | 
often wasteful and unmindful of | 
the producers’ outlays. A con-, 
tractor is never in a position to 
complain about the wastefulness of 


a designer for he’s liable to lose 
tife business of the designer, it’s 
stressed. Then, too, some con- 
tractors cover up the ‘mistakes of 
the artist, it’s alleged. 


Report suggests that a coopera- | 
tive producers warehouse be used | 
and from that source elements for | 
new shows may be obtained. A 
flock of co-related suggestions was 
made, the plan of a general store- 
house being one of the committee’s 
main ideas. 


When legit production was much 
more expansive than in recent sea- 
sons, leading managers had their 
own storehouses, which became 
jammed with settings and costumes 
that were rarely used. Most of 
those places have been abandoned. 
The Shuberts are among the few 


cept an offer to do a play in Lon- | 


don in the fall, or stick to Broad- 
Way. 





Ballet Theatre 


In TV Programs 


Ballet Theatre has been ap- 
proached with two ideas for tele- 
vision programs, each dissimilar. 
Milton Maier of RKO, on behalf 
of the William Morris agency, is 
working on a project called “Ballet 
Theatre Television Auditions,” pat- 
terned along lines of the Metopera 
auditions. It will be a 52-week pro- 
gram to begin in midsummer, on 
sustaining basis (although a spon- 
sor is reported already interested). 
Two dancers who emerge as win- 
ners (one male, one femme) will 
get a season's contract with Ballet 





showmen with their own shops. 

In addition to Langner, the com- 
“mitteemen were Kermit Bloomgar- 
den, Louis Lotito, Gilbert Miller 
and Lee Shubert. 


New Italian Opera Stars 
To Fore in U.S. Via Cetra 
Disks; ‘Requiem’ Latest 


Interesting dddition to the long- 
hair recording field, since the war’s 
end made Italian disks available 
and the present recording ban 
heightened its appeal, has been the 
Csira releases of the past year and 
a half. 

Company has just released an 
eiznt-record album of Mozart’s 
“Requiem” with Ferrucio Taglia- 
vini and Pia Tassinari (both of the 
N. Y. Met), Ebe Stignani and Italo 
Tajo ‘both due to tour the U. S. 
next season), and orchestra and 
chorus under Victor de Sabata. 
Future releases include the com- 
piste recording of Verdi’s “Forza 
del Destino,” with Maria Caniglia 
(former Met soprano) and Galliano 
Masini, and Vivaldi’s “The Four 
Seasons,” arranged and conducted 
by Bernardino Molinari, onetime 
guest-conductor of the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic. 

Company has two labels, the 
Cetra direct imports and the Cetra- 
Soria label, latter being pressings 
in this country from matrices im- 
ported from Cetra, Italian record- 
ing firm. Raxor Corp., of which 
Dario Soria, of the D’Arcy agency, 
is prez, reps both labels. Com- 
pany’s catalog, in addition to the 
above-mentioned artists, includes 
Cloe Elmo (now at the Met), Lina 
Pagliughi, Francesco Albanese and 
others. Company tries to maintain 
an Italian “personality” to its cat- 

alog, distributing music which 
Italian artists are best known for. 








. 


Theatre. 


BT has also been approached by 
another agency to televise a series 
of six ballets,. including “Swan 
Lake,” “Fancy Free,” “Les Pati- 
neurs’” and “Theme and Varia- 
tions.” These would be staged 
rather than actual performances, 
with outdoor sequences for some. 
Deal-is so far advanced that the 
precise schedule, to commence 
about Aug. 2, will be worked out 
with agency officials on return 
from England of Lucia Chase, BT’s 
co-director. Latter sails for quickie 
vacation to England today (Wed.). 

Tribute to Miss Chase’s manage- 
ment is also seen in Ballet Thea- 
tres road tour for next season. 
Now solidly booked from Oct. 4 
through the following March 23, 
with fully 65% of the dates out- 
right guarantees, tour looms as the 
most promising in the organiza- 
tion’s 10 year history. Fifty-six 
cities will be played, engagements 
varying from one night to two 
weeks (fortnight run is in Chicago) 
and total of $102,500 guaranteed 
engagements have been sold. 

Ballet Theatre Foundation, non- 
profit organization formed to foster 
ballet in general and eventually 
take over Ballet Theatre, is also 
progressing. Membership now to- 
tals 400, with contributions amount- 
ing to $61,000. 





125G FT. WAYNE THEATRE 


Fort Wayne, Ind., June 1. 
Contracts have been awarded for 
the construction of an $125,000 out- 
door theatre, with seating capacity 
of 2,500 in Franke Park, the city 
board of park commissioners an- 
nounced. Arena was made possible 
by a gift of $100,000 to the city by 
Helene Foellinger, publisher of the 
local News-Sentinel, afternoon 
daily. ‘ 
Structure . will be, suitable for 
musical, dramatic and operatic 





urdczy, having played 268 weeks, or | 





five years and two months. Final 
week was excellently attended, 
business going up over $5,000 for 
the finale. Number of perform-| 
ances played was 2,202, or 36 times | 
fewer than the world’s record | 
claimed for “Chu Chin Chow” in 
London over 30 years ago. Con-| 
tended, however, that “Oklahoma” 
actually played more _ perform- 
ances at the St. James than the 
English spectacle-musical, because 
there were an additional 46 show- 
ings, most of which were Tuesday 
matinees for servicemen during 
the war at reduced prices. And 
if two charity performances were 
also added to the “official’’ total, 
the Rodgers and Hammerstein mu- 
sical, which took the Theatre 
Guild out of the doldrums and 
sent it on the way to renewed 
prosperity, should be rated as hav- 
ing established a longevity record. 

As for Experimental Theatre, 
its second season aroused consid- 
erable excitement among certain 
show channels, although not 
among commercial showmen. Out 
of six attractions by ET, three 
were switched to Broadway, only 
one of which drew public support 
(“Skipper Next to God’) princi- 
pally because it had a film name 
starring (John Garfield). When he 
withdrew the show _ stopped. 
“Hope’s the Thing” was a fast flop, 
and the chances of “Ballet Bal- 





lads” are distinctly in doubt, busi- 
ness for the first two weeks hav- 
ing been much under expectations. 
Indications are that experimental 
shows looked better than they 
really were, audiences apparently 
being aware that professional pro- 
duction standards were hardly 
possible. 

New Stages, a group of actors, 
tried experimenting in a down- 
town little theatre and came up 
with “The Respectful Prostitute,” 
which, while not a smash, is mak- 
ing money uptown, easily topping 
the other off-Broadway tries. Two 
other attempts by the same group 
did not get across. 

City Center repertory company 
had two limited engagements at 
the city-owned theatre, doing 


current showing, which is due to 
end next week. It’s intended to 
present revivals there seasonally. 


Hazel Scott to Make Bow 
In Beethoven at Stadium 


Hazel Scott will make her first 
appearance June 19 at Lewisohn 
Stadium, N. Y., as soloist with 
the N. Y. Philharmonic under 
Walter Hendl. She'll play the 
Beethoven First Piano Concerto. 
She'll also do a group of her own 
piano specialties as solos. 

Concert will be the first of th 
Stadium’s Saturday night po 
series, devoted to lighter classics. 
Paul Lavalle will conduct the sec- 
ond Saturday program, June 26, 
with Vivian .della Chiesa and Mac 
Morgan as soloists. Season, the 
Stadium’s 31st, will open June 14, 
with Fritz Reiner conducting and 
Erica Morini as soloist. 








Nancy Davids and Walter Hart 
are collaborating on the adaptation 
of Roland Mitchell’s novel, “Dan 
Owen and the Angel Joe,” fantasy 
with a Welsh background. 





'ald O’Connor may be signed for 
ithe top male role. 


much better in the fall than the | — 





Variety’ Boxscore Winners 


Key: SR, Shows Reviewed; R, Right; W, aurone: O, ie Opinion, 


°93-'24_-CRAIG (Mail) 
94-'25—POLLOCK (Brooklyn Ea 
°25-'26—GABRIEL (Sun) 
°26-'27—GABRIEL (Sun) 
°27-'283—ATKINSON (Times) .... 
°98-'29-—LITTLE (Post) ......... 
°29-’°30—BROWN (Post) 
°30-’31— BROWN (Post) ......... 
°31-°32—GABRIEL (American) .. 
°32-’°33—GABRIEL (American) . 
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’°33-°34—_-BROWN (Post) ............ 


°34-"35—BROWN (Post) 
°35-'36—GABRIEL (American) 
°36-'37—COLEMAN (Mirror) 

*37-'38—BROWN (Post) ..... 


‘28°39 ANDERSON (Journal-American) 73 | 62 


°39-'40—LOCKRIDGE (Sun) ... 
°40-'41—WATTS (Herald Tribune) 
*41-'42—KRONENBERGER (PM) 
’42-'43-—-LOCKRIDGE (Sun) 
’43-'44--NICHOLS (Times) 


*44-'45—KRONENBERGER (PM) ... 


°45-"46—NICHOLS (Times) 
°46-'47-—-MOREHOUSE iSun) .. 
°47--48—MOREHOUSE (Sun) ... 
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Niesen for Musical 


Los Angeles, June 1. 
Gertrude Niesen agreed to play 
the femme lead in “And So to 
Wed,” new musical by Eddie Davis 
and Howard Liss, slated for fall 
production on Broadway. 
Either Johnnie Johnston or Don- 





Belasco Back 
As D.C. Legiter 


Washington, June 1. 

The Belasco theatre will be 
leased by the Government as a 
legit house on the basis of bids on 
hand July 1, it was announced to- 
day (Tues.) by Maj. Gen. Philip B. 
Fleming of the Federal Works Ad- 
ministration. Lease will be for 10 
years, with the Government having 
the right to cancel on one year’s 
notice. Amount of rental will be 
contained in the bids, but the 
lessee must put up two months’ 
rent on deposit. 


The Government will withhold 
from the deal the entire fifth floor 
and part of the fourth floor and 
basement of the building, pre- 
sumably for continued use for the 
storage of Treasury Dept. files. 
Alteration or renovation of the 
premises may be done only with 
Government permission and at the 
lessee’s expense. Including the 
cost of reconversion, it’s figured 
this would run about $200,000. 
Deal would become effective next 
Sept. 1. 

If the theatre relights as a legit 
house it, will replace the UBO- 
booked ational, which reverts 
Aug. 1 to a film policy rather than 
abandon its racial segregation rule 
in response to Actors Equity regu- 
lation. According to report last 
week, the National Theatre & 
Academy hopes to lease‘the Belasco 
and book it from New York. Gil- 
bert Miller has said he would like 
to act as manager. 


Winchell Quits | 


Continued from page 1 











$260,000) for 46 weeks (at the rate 
of $7,500 per show, with six weeks 
off). Jergens offered $390,000 for 
a flat 39 weeks, or $10,000 a broad- 
cast and regretfully advised Win- 
chell it would go no higher. 

This offer faced one by Kaiser- 
Frazer of $620,000 for 39 weeks, 
but was rejected for several unex- 
plained reasons. Another bid of 
$520,000 annually was made by 
Chesterfield, but would have en- 
tailed Winchell’s moving to CBS, 
which he didn’t want to do. 

Winchell stays with Jergens of 
course through this year. e goes 
off for six weeks this summer, then 
— in the fall until the year’s 
end. 


‘HORIZON’ FOR GILES UNIT 


“Lost Horizon,” adapted by Anne 
Coulter Martens and Christopher 
Sergel fron? James Hilton’s novel, 
will be presented June 11 in Union 
City, N. J., as the closing produc- 
tion of th 18th season of the Giles 
Players. 

Alvin Brandt, of the ANTA staff 
and president of the Giles Players, 
is producing, and Herman Bischoff 
is staging. 











| Morehouse Wins 


“place” with Louis Kronenberger 
(PM), both registering with .857. 
Coleman was wrong eight times 
in 56 opinions, while Kronenberger 
called ’em incorrectly in nine in- 
stances, but he covered 63 produc- 
tions, whereas the Mirror’s oracle 
caught seven less shows. 

Richard Watts, Jr. (Post), re- 
tained the number four slot but 
greatly improved his record of a 
year ago, being tabbed at .820, 
which was 70 percentage points 
higher. He nosed out Robert Gar- 
land (Journal-American), whose 
score was .810, or 64 points higher 
than °46-47. Howard _— Barnes 
(Herald Tribune) climbed in 
standing and percentage, and al- 
though he gave no definite opin- 
ions about two shows, his showing 
of .803 was'120 percentage points 
better than last year. William 
Hawkins (World-Telegram), who 
ran last a year ago, climbed with 
a percentage of .794, was 127 points 
better. He was new among the 
firstnighters a year ago, and 
passed up expressing an opinion 
five times, but this past season he 
gave a definite yes or no in all his 
notices. 


In addition to the aisle-sitters 
being more accurate, they were 
more de‘inite, the chart indicating 
that there was only a quintet of 
no-opinions (which are counted as 
wrongs), as compared to last sea- 
son’s eight vacuums. 

VaRIETY’s crop of _ reviewers 
climbed in the combined standing 
to .953, which was better than last 
year by 122 percentage points, 
they having been wrong only three 
times out of 63 reviews. 


Hub Strawhat Bows 
With Gaxton ‘Baldpate’; 
Others Also Tune Up 


Boston, June 1. 
Boston’s strawhat season gets un- 
der way June 21 at the Boston 
Summer Theatre (air-conditioned 
New England Mutual Hall). Six of 
the 11 productions have already 





Continued from page 1 





been skedded. 


Initial play will be “Seven Keys 
to Baldpate” with William Gaxton, 
to be followed by Jackie Cooper in 
“John Loves Mary.” Kay Francis 
is booked to follow in “The Last 
of Mrs. Cheney” with the fourth 
week to be filled by Canada Lee in 
“Othello.” Bert Wheeler will ap- 
pear in “Without Rhyme or Rea- 
son” the fifth week. Season will 
close out week of Aug. 30 with Ed- 
ward Everett Horton in “Spring- 
time for Henry.” 

Over in Cambridge the Cam- 
bridge Summer Playhouse, under 
new management, announced 
opener as Julie Haydon in “Shad- 
ow and Substance,” June 29. 
Skedded are such plays as ‘Andro- 
cles and the Lion,” “The Circle, 
“The Rivals,” “Boy Meets Girl,’ 
“The Devil’s Disciple” and “Rope. 
Guest stars will be announced later. 


Long a hotbox, Brattle Hall, the 
home of the Playhouse, has just 
been air-conditioned, which should 
help business in this crowded Har- 
vard Sq. area. New management 
has Jerry Kilty and Thayer David, 
actors, with Robert Fletcher, actor 
doubling as general mgr. Albert 
Marre wil direct and _ Robert 
O’Hearn the scenery. Martin 
Shwartz is the p.a. House 18 
Equity. Season will run for 11 
weeks, 
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AFM recording ban. One thi 

that has been sharply driven feaie 
to them is that the recording busi- 
ness, like any other phase of music, 
must at all times be in a flexible 
position so as to be able tu meet 




















Writers Gelb fainger and 
Rosen have come up with an idea 
that has potentialities for a laugh- 
| packed professional musical. The 





'fact that they haven't quite hit the | 


| bell doesn’t detract from the fact 














jland (2); Aud., San Jose (3); Aud., 
/San Diego (5); Aud., Long Beach 
(7); Aud., Pasadena (8); Aud., 
Arey (9-10): Aud., Sacramento 
(11-12). 

“Life with Mother’—Cass, Det. 











around $15,000. 


“Finian's Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(72d wk) (M-1,319; $4.80). Depend- 
ing on visitors to span summer; 
business comparatively fair; around 
$26,000. 








Los Angeles, June }. 
“Annie Get Your Gun” set new 
house record in its final frame at 
the Philharmonic last week with a 
wow $58,500. Rodgers-Hammer- 
stein musical, first attraction of the 





shifts in public tastes and the u ‘that their basic plot is good. | (7-12). “For Leve or Money,” Miller|L. A. Civic Light Opera season, 
- cropping of types of Pewee aren lid “¥ we Man is — re Se | “Oklahoma!”—Opera Hse., Bost. | (30th wk) (C-940; $4.20). Went off | pulled a record $222,000 for its 7 
i that fit in with any such changes. nay Ss aes ye oy When he r. who s | (31-12). i ; as did most others, and last week’s | four-week stand. “Naughty Mari- 
Di p patsy Bice. n he comes Oklahoma!” — Biltmore, L.A.| count approximated $9,000; June | etta” bowed in last night (31) as the 
t a, scounted in these quarters is| up with a real halo, lost from | (31-12). Lockhart replaced by Diana H second Civie offering to a health 
: swe pee ge antag oo ag oe _~ ie E- ng? Waldo,| “On Approval” — Selwyn, Chi. | bert 4 aes” | aavance sale F 
me surfeited with reco the boy with the halo, is imme- | (31-12). “on i 

' and that it is now turning to a diately taken in tow by a fast-talk-| “Private Lives”—Curran, Frisco | (¢ Harvey, 48th St. (188th wk)| | Estimates for Last Week 
vision as the new source of its | 48; sharp-shooting sidekick, played | (31-12). ; “hws $4.20). James Dunn re- Annie Get Your Gun.” Philhar- 

heme entertainment. Aaaticn, | With plenty of assurance by Alan| “Show Boat” — Shubert, Chi. oe Jack Buchanan in lead part; | monic Aud (4th wk) (2,670; $4.80). 

. opinion takes the Ie ren ‘Frank. The efforts at getting some | (31-12). ness off lately, with takings House record of $58,500 on finale. 
while th : | fast bucks out of the situation carry| “Winslow Boy”—Cass, Det. (31-|©"!™ around $10,000. Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 

t e industry has reached its y : «“ 

sales peak and } the show the rest of the way. 5); Grand, London, Ont. (7-8); High Button Shoes,” Shubert (310th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Notched 
thro S now going|’ On the credit side are a novel! Sgvoy. Hamilton, Ont. (9); Erlan- | (34th wk) (M-1,387; $6). One of the | uP_ slightly to $16,200. 

L ugh the process of settling |; A } , n a 

: down ¢ of settling | idea, good dancing, some tunes that | ger, Buff. (10-12). season's standouts, and hardly af- Macbeth,” Las Palmas (2d wk) 
Seo o a normal turnover, say can be built into clicks and a cast fected; takings again approached (388; $3). First full frame only fair 

000,000 records a year instead | that brings enthusiasm and talent ‘ ’ 1 $38,000. | $4,250. Finaled with mild $7,050 

‘ = a year’s 400,000,000, a series , to the show. Weak points are stag- Harvey 27'\,G, D.C. “Hold It,” National (4th wk) (M- | for two weeks. 

. : smash records could drastically | ing and a tendency at letting the Washington, June 1. | 1,164; $6). Sellout theatre parties! “Oklahoma!” Biltmore (3d wk) 
urn the tide and return the busi- | action slow down. Also, the writers Second stanza of “Harvey” at| accounted for an improvement in | (1,636; $4.20). Mild drop to still 
ness to a healthy level. didn’t pack the necessary punch|the National rang up a smash | gross but it’s a distinct red opera- | very profitable $33,000 on nine per- 

; into the second act, and by the time | $27,500, bettering its initial week's | tion; musical got under $14,000. | formances. 

CRC Blurbs Benefit All Cos. psy over, the seams begin to ee by $2,000. Frank Fay plays “Inside U. S. A.” Century (4th ae Bs gn ao Sten 

‘ wee “ne 2 , , ‘k) (R-1,670; arties . — sy : 

Chicago, June 1. | pel Faddis does a nice job as the} House is scaled at $3.60. in this Pout Dees lateni betke $6,300, okay considering competi- 











Midwest disk jockeys who have 
prgrashs sponsored by Columbia 
areente are under instructions 
rom that quarter to concentrate 
on plugging new records, regard- 
Jess of label. The CRC blurbs, in 
Pag are to be phrased with 
~ primary objective of assuring 
uyers that the industry is still 
turning out new records in large 
quantities and to urge them to 
make record buying a_ habit. 


Briefing of the jocks is in line | 


with the company’s drive to cor- 
rect a misimpression common 
among consumers that the records 
now coming out are not new re- 
cordings. but reissues. 


halo-wearing Waldo. Florence 
| Marie Gates is a refreshingly good 
‘Judy, Waldo’s girlfriend. She's 
'self-possessed, and handles her 
‘vocals with assurance and _ skill. 
Alan Frank does well by the slick 
| chiseler. In a more or less minor 
|role, Bill Curtis, as a racket boss, 
|looks ready for professional roles. 
|The rest of the cast does well, and 
‘probably would do better on the 
singing end if the orchestra backed 
‘them up better. Costumes are slick. 


Love,” “I Want to Share With You,” 
“Young Man With a Halo” and “It’s 


Easier to Be a Pal” are right up) 


‘there with professional class. 
‘ Berl. 


On the musical side, “Lost My | 





‘Carousel’ 27G, Omaha 
Omaha, June }. 
“Carousel” grossed $27,000 in 
four shows at the Orpheum last 


week. 
Top was $4.20. 


TODD’S MUSICAL 

Mike Todd and Joan Blondell 
(Mrs. Todd) fly to the Coast to- 
night (Wed.) where Todd will 
initiate plans for production of a 
musical. 

He will confer with songsmiths 
, Harold Adamson and « Jimmy 
McHugh on the score. - 








in the gross, which tops everything 
on Broadway; $47.000. 


“Joy to the World,” Plymouth 
(11th wk) (CD-1,063; $4.80). Ques- 
tionable if Hollywood comedy will 
span summer; business moderate, 
with last week estimated at $10,500. 

“Look, Ma, I'm Dancin’,” Adel- 
phi (17th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Among 
the musicals expected to span the 
summer; dipped to $24,000 but is 
money maker. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
‘hurst (20th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Felt 
‘the offish going but great pace not 
‘materially affected; nearly $34,000. 

“Me and’ Mdily,” Belasco (14th 
wk) (C+¥,077; $4.80). ‘Making money 





tion. 
“The Survivors,” Coronet (lst 
wk) (255; $3). Only $2,500 on seven 


days. 
‘Winslow’ 10G, Toronto 


Toronto, June 1. 

“The Winslow Boy” grossed a 
tepid $10,000 here, with the Royal 
Alexandra (1,525) sealed at $3 
top. But end-of-week draw was s0 
good that Ernest M. Rawley, Royal 
manager, is negotiating for a re- 
turn engagement, to open his new 
season. 

“Winslow . Boy’ is currently 
poukrd _on the road inte Septem- 

=> 
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Plays on Broadway 


Seeds in the Wind 





itunice Healey and Harald Bromley pro- 
duction of drama in two acts (iwo scenes) 
by Arthur Goodman, Staged by Arthu 
Tripp; settings designed by Ralph Alswang. 
Opened at Empire, N. Y., May 25, ‘48; $3.60 
top. 
Giifan Jakubec. «ois. i vssoeer) Tonio Selwart 
TONGA. . cee ce wise eeeccecseves Sidney Lumet 
Parte... i veces sevcsevoccsveeed Abby Bonime 
RS) Se Oe eee eee creed sane Jerry Stone 
Sat a cya 362.0 b 00 es 00 +0 eee .Teddy Rose 
CPrtMON si Ths eevee be bets Richard Kenny 
Wia Gis ove cov ceecs 683 hades M4 G08 Donald Rose 
WOE: . oon o0is wo 80 092 HOt n 55 8 eKes Kenneth Terry 
 PEee RPLE LITTLE TPE. Jimmy Dutton 
1S A POE Re WERT? cr David Burke 
yt) Ars Pre Pere ry rire Ty Tt Michael Citro 
ike cS, ssp atals woe ta 6 vbegw tint sae Nick 
Boris ..,Stanley Martin | 
hk i ... Mimi Strongin } 
Wuiza... spre , eta Linden 
Ph p ..Winnie-Mae Martin 
Mamint ‘ Lee Graham 


Final play of Broadway’s regular | 
season .may just as well have | 
skipped the transmutation from its | 
original experimental status. | 
“Seeds in the Wind” hasn't aj} 
chance, | 

Drama, mostly »played by young- | 
sters, deals with small escapees | 
from the town of Lidice, Czech | 
town wiped out by 


Street Settlement Playhouse. “G- 
H” is affiliated with the usual de- 
fects of an experimental play that 
toys with serious ideas. This piece 
by Edmund B. Hennefeld wanted 
to be a parable about the moral 
disease of modern civilization. Its 
final result, however, is strained 
and artificial with a quality of pulp 
fiction. 

Play’s title refers to a fatal virus 
let loose by the Nazis which disin- 
tegrates the will-to-live as well as 
the physical tissues. A limp dra- 
matic conflict emerges in the yarn 
as the wife of a ruthless medi- 


co is stricken by the malady and, in| 
a long dream sequence, is courted | 
by the forces of life and death. As | 


the fever increases, the playwright’s 
sense of fantasy and his yen for 
idealistic cliches melt into a gum- 
my, infantile substance. 

Sole merit of the production lies 


in the dancing* by Pearl Primus’ | 


troupe, which runs amok during 
the dreamy second act. Miss Pri- 
mus, who appeared only for the 


the Nazis. | opening night (27), led the dancers | 





Plays Abroad 


I] 
Calypso 
: London, May 25. 
Milroy Gay presentation of musical in two 
acts (nine scenes) created, designed and 
directed by Hedley Briggs. Music and lyrics 
by Ronnie Hill, John Meugens, Alvin Law- 
son, Joseph Shaw; book by Rodney Hobson. 
Ballet music by Gavin Gordon; dances and 
ensembles by John Cranko, At Playhouse, 














'Tide’s End 
Hollywood, May 25. 


Charles Rondeau production of drama in 
three acts (six scenes) and epilog by Ber- 
nard Szold and Forrest Tucker. Features 
Forrest Tucker and Clarence Muse. Staged 
by Bernard Szold.. Opened at the Horseshoe 
theatre, North Hollywood, May 25, ‘48; 





London, May 24, ‘48, 

ORE Or Srey trace Evelyn Dove 
NMaDoleo . occ ccdsevadecsccse Edrie Connor 
Miss Dennington,.....++.eeee: Moya Nugent 
yi Pee reer EE James Browne 
BAGH oc 0s pebled 6000 06086008340 Bill Dayne 
PCY cece eae cs © noe te ie Barry Gosney 
IUQDON Sand dob a0 60% 2 cannes ..Jolin Shackell 
| Caroline hema eh kebhess shakes Jasmine Dee 
| ..Mabel Lee 


Amanda... sal 
Peter Brandon 

| Gerald SanipSon : ot Bill Kerr 
Sally. Te pr ee Norma Amsdon 
i) ee ee Cirett Grayson 


SOAN. csvicsrseveces a. Gwenda Grayson 


. ..Edward Baxter 


Anne.... re : Joan Mullen | 





An amateurish production that 
disarms criticism. Almost plotless, 
it carries a certain leisurely charm 


| confined limits of this small stage. 
Chances abroad are nil. 
Popular radio singers Edric Con- 


“Seeds” is sermonistic and definite- | in a wild exhibition of shimmying|nor and Evelyn Dove have main 


ly not diversion. The Lidice young- 
lings have an intense hatred of | 
war, blaming all grownups for the | 


to the accompaniment of tomtoms 
and some _ extravagant lighting 
tricks. The cast of young players, 


| roles of two servants in a house in|} 


Port of Spain to which an unsophis- 
'ticated maiden returns after four 


disastrous last world conflict. Tonya | however, is unable to contend with | years’ absence at school. She falls 


is their embittered leader and tells | 
Stéfan, a man who stumbles, upon | 
their hideout, that he’s not wanted. 
The little band has plans for a) 
world organization of children, or | 
a nation of them, but they quarrel 
a bit over admitting Nazi and Jap 
kids. 
Stefan is tried for war-monger- | 
ing, he typifying all adults. He’s| 
then freed, and it’s assumed he goes 
forth to hang himself. Play ends | 
there, without any further plans of | 
the youngsters to organize the | 
world. 
Author is adroit in one respect, | 
indicating through the dialog the | 
immaturity of the juvenile mind. | 
His general idea seems fantastic 
but there are certain relevant | 
truths uttered by the ragged or-| 
phans. m0 | 
Outside of Tonio Selwart, who} 
plays the part of the a.k. soldier 
well enough, the oniy player of vot- 
ing age is Sidney Lumet, who 
is Tonya, leader of the kids. Em- 
bittered over war and the death of 
his parents who were killed off be- 
cause they were collaborationists, 
his is an okay job. Abby Bonime 
plays Marta, the only feminine in- 
fluence, whe wants to wed Tonya al- 
though she‘s only 16. Jerry Stone 
does okay by the counsellor for the 
little people and prosecutor at the 
trial. Ibee. 
Closed Saturday (29) after 
seven performances. 


G-II 


Assoviated Playwrights, Inc., production 








of drama in three acts by Edmund B. | Gaffney 
.? 


Hennefeld. Staged and designed by Ed- 
ward R. Mitchell; choreography by Pear! 
Primus. At Henry Street Playhouse, N. Y., 
May 27, '48; $1.20 top. 


CUBE sg 0 oars oho 0) or isns Ruth Lilienthal 
Katherine Carr. .......c....:. Jeanette Clift 
Dr. Thomas Erdman..... Herman Freedman 
Elsa Erdman....... 66 6eevees Jennie Breines 
Dr. John Hallett..... oeptbbe ces Ken Sutton 
Dr. Frederick Carr............ Henry Hart 


Pearl Primus’ Dancers - 


Staged by the Associated Play- 
wnights at the lower east side Henry 








the burden of their lines Herm, 


Harvey 


(FOLLOWUP) 

James Dunn stepped into the 
lead of ‘“‘Harvey” last Friday (28) 
at the 48th Street, N. Y., and cre- 
ated a favorabie impression as im- 
bibing Elwood P. Dowd. Dunn is 
one of four or five names invited 
by producer Brock Pemberton to 
take over the part originated by 
Frank Fay, and he will remain a 
month or so. 


As the latest pleasant stew, Dunn 


'is doing all right, looking the part! pursuer. 


of a smalltown convivial. He dug 
up one of the hickiest suits for the 
part, that detail being important to 
the part. 

Aiding considerably in the laugh 
count ts Frances Lawrence, who re- 
placed Josephine Hull. Both the 
“girls” are modeled along the same 
lines, and putting in Miss Lawrence 
was something of a casting stunt 
by Pemberton. She appeared in the 
Kansas University showing of “Har- 
vey” this spring, the producer then 
playing the lead. Miss Lawrence’s 
diction is excellent, and well it 
should be; she’s speech instructor 
at KU. 

Ethel Britton, widow of Frank 
McCoy, took over the part of Betty 
Chumley during the season and is 
okay. Jesse White, who originally 
played the tough attendant in the 
nut hospital, then wanted to rest, 
rejoined during the season and is 
as funny as ever. Laurence Hayes 
is now playing the part of Judge 
having replaced John 
'Kirk, who died recently. Allan 
| Tower does okay by Dr. eee 

ee. 


Ohio Showboat in June 7 Bow 
Gallipolis, O., June 1. 








10 Nights in a Barroom.” 


The Majestic, mobile showboat | nowsky, Simon Gruenberg, 
with seating capacity for 400 per-| Fischer, Hillel Schwarz and Mar- 
sons, will open its season at the |tin Weizer. 
river landing here June 7, with | Pinkas Braun is very good, under 


| for a visiting sailor; auntie, the in- 
adequate chaperone, does likewise 
—all to the wiggle of hips and 
beat of drums supplied by the col- | 
|ored half of the company. 
| Mabel Lee, who scored with her 
specialty at the Palladium last year | 
in “Here, There and Everywhere,” | 
'makes the very most of ,her cafe- | 
au-lait charms, her roguish eye and | 
'odd voice to score a genufhe per- 
‘sonal success. Bill Kerr, a recruit | 
‘from Australia, makes the most of | 


las eas 
| his few opportunities as a reluctant | 


|Romeo. Moya Nugent gives a sea- | 
| soned brightness to the role of the | 
Edward Baxter has a| 
| pleasant voice and easy confidence 
as the boy friend. 

But it’s all too simple, in plot and 
construction, to be taken very seri- 
ously and is an overloaded gamble 
these days. . Clem. 


} 


Un Die Sun Hot 


Gesehaint 
(And the Sun Was Shining) 
(YIDDISH) 
Zurich, May 10. 
Perez-Verein production ‘of tragedy by 
Abrascha Stutschinsky, Directed by Pinkas 


Braun. Artistic adviser, Leopold Lindt- 
berg. Technical direction, Simon Gruenberg. 
At Schauspielhaus, Zurich; Stadttheater, 
| Lucerne; Stadttheater, Basle, and others. 





| and provides a colored miniature of | 
| life in the West Indies within the | 


$1.80 top. 

Charley (Happy)...cecscecseees Leo Bayard 
The Professor.......eee.++++.Gordon Miller 
The Make (Irwin)....eeees Charles Rondeau 
at See Cee ee .Forrest Tucker 
Deidre Moore......c.seeves Virginia Belmont 
oT re eS oar er rr rr ape cry Opal Euard 
Short-Crotch......csseeserees: Rocky Lanzo 
BOG Sc cicaetddecesissctreves Clarence Muse 
The Keeper (Carson)....5+.-.... Stan Jolley 
Susan. «020% <r eee» Klaine White 
| Bob (eben ves bbe bate ke one as Cee 
}Année Caldwell........ ; June Fortier 
| Stephan Caldywell..... Ward Blackburi 
Artie eae e Karl ‘‘Buteh Jones 
| Maria Joranell oe és Grace Praglin 
| Pietro Joranelli......... Jerry Riggio 
| Martha C'oOnnor..,.cceees Hazele Franklyn | 
| First Child ses ..lou Anne Mires 
Second Chile 6s swe Jackie Glicl 
Third Child sée8 Zoe Lenore Motte 
The Bab ss Alison O'Connell 


The Boy Friend Henry lLlope 


Obviously trying to be kind, the 
distinguished-looking gentleman in 
the lobby after the premiere groped 
'for something to say. Eventually 
| he found it; he smiled happily as 
|he pontificated—‘it’s a little too 
| long.” 

He was right—by some two-and- 
one-half hours. 

There’s a touch of “Time of Your 
| Life” and “Here Comes Mr. Jor- 
idan” and others that are haunt- 
ingly familiar but fortunately not 
easily brought to mind. It wan- 
ders through its six scenes and an 
epilog with some of .the dullest 
dialog ever concocted. 


certain passages of questionable | 
taste that evoke irritation, the 
script fails to generate any in- 
terest. 


Bernard Szold’s direction does 
nothing for the “action” save in 
a park-bench love scene well han- 
dled by Alison O’Connell and 
Henry Hope. Rest of the cast gen- 
erally deserve the lines handed 
them although Clarence Muse rates 
praise, and June Fortier and Stan 
Jolley almost make their parts 
credible. Kap. 

The Gallows Gaie 
Hollywood, May 13. 


Horseshoe Theatre production of drama in 
three acts (five scenes) by Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas Staged hy Opal Huard At 
Horseshoe theatre, North Hollywood, Cal.; 
$1.80 top. 

a neh see ene Marilyn Mortensen 
BUOMMNO.. oa cceeenceceseceec ct CHRCD TAR 
+ PORAOURR, ccc cedisacievsbbic Maurice Cart 


Leon Goodwin 
Barry Randell 


PRDIOMIADs «cs snscess ay rere? 
George McDevitt, as a child 








| This is a tragedy of Jewish re-! 


sistance against the Nazis in the 
Ghetto of Warsaw in 1943. Play 
might have U. S. chances, appeal- 
ing to audiences interested in this 
tragic, heroic chapter. It is tense 
and gripping, has several dramatic 
highlights and, despite its obvious 
treatment, is a real true-to-life 
tragedy. . 

The players though consisting 
entirely of amateurs, show some 





remarkable performances, espe- 
cially the lead actors, Mottel Sakh- 
Max 


Direction by young 


the supervision of Leopold Lindt- 





berg, director of Swiss film suc- 





— —— 





FROM THE 
By Vernon Rice 


“...AND ABOVE ALL, 
ing of the big dance a 


AGT ARD 


Opera summer season) 





New York Post May 7th, 1948 


catching what must have been the Ziegfeld 
touch, but adding touches of his own.” 


“SALLY” 


MARTIN BECK THEATRE 
- New York, N. Y. 


(Now—dance director and staging for St. Louis Muni 


the magnificent stag- 
nd musical numbers of 


DART 


cesses “Marie Louise” and “The 
Last Chance.” Mezo. 





| 


The Paragon 
London, May 11. 


| With Linnit & Dunfee, of drama in two 
acts by Roland and Michael Pertwee. Di- 
} rected by Norman Marshall. At Fortune, 
London, May 10, °48 





..».Rachel Kempson 
eeeeeeeNan Braunton 
| Earl of Clandon...........Arthur Wontner 
| Sir Robert Rawley.......Walter Fitzgerald 


Angela.... tsrcseeeeeeees Mlizabeth Kentish 
i Maxwell OUYer, .cecsceds's Anthony Marlowe 
DAMNOWN MON. .ccsidcetecsccs. Hugh Burden 
Ada .. 220... ++ceccccccce eee---Lola Duncan 
} Delivery Man.....cce eeoere Tony Thawnton 


| 


| ° 

| This play by Roland Pertwee is 
|the first in collaboration with his 
son and they’ve done-a neat job. 
It’s definitely good theatre, and is 
already under way as a film, titled 
Silent Dust.” Of topical interest 
-and with tense, dramatic situa- 
|tions, it should hold interest any- 


' where. 
blind for 





A self-made man, 
‘many years, mourns the loss of an 
idolized only son in battle. Com- 
/memorating his sacrifice for his 
;country, the father is on the eve 
of presenting a magnificent sports 
| pavilion and field, perpetuating 
the boy’s prowegs as a cricketer. 
General feeling “is that it is bad 
taste to glorify just one soldier 
‘when so many others gave their 
lives. 

In reality the son was no hero, 
| but a spoiled wastrel who made 
his young wife wretched. Peace 
/and harmony are shattered by the 
‘return of the “hero,” on the run 
as a deserter. .Fearful of the shock 
| to her husband, the young step- 
‘mother tries to bribe the boy to 


Alec L. Rea & E. P, Clift presentation, | 


James McDevitt seeeveee- Rudy Plaskoff 
Mrs. Brown sb osbpew ce Gertrude Grane: 
Sarat PEcHIOGRe: ck caddsecdss Opal» Euard 
Joe McDevitt.......ccecseee-s. Gale Gabbard 
Rosie Dawes se cccevceccccescce Mary IY} 
George McDeviti ‘ Marshall Reed 
SAM SWS. oi. +s se ceeeer Richard Gardner 
Hiram Dawes..........Seth Kden Teasdale 
Te GROMOT TS. weccaed ..-Emil D, Roper 
DAMRGs oc ove bv cesses ..e+«.Patrick Whyte 
Bnei t> ceeadense bebe iste ss caeere. eee 
yo Pree reo William Van Gelder 
ES ard o 4466 8 Can @0eta0 OE Gordon Miller 





Marjory Stoneman Douglas, 
book editor of the Miami Herald, 
short story writer and lecturer at 
the University of Miami, penned 
“The Gallows Gate” some time ago 
as a one-act play. She should have 
left it that way. 


The original one act, apparently, 
was the third. Init, Mrs. Douglas 
skilfully provided the background 
and feeling of the play and led it 
to a logical conclusion. Even as 
a one-acter, it was not a great 
play, but the addition of the first 
two acts, each having two scenes, 
unnecessarily forces the audience 
to sit through dull dialog and trite 
situations. 

Story now drags through the 
saga of a mother who brings up 
her two sons after her gambler- 
husband decides honest life is too 
tough. When he returns years 
later, the kids turn crooked with 
him, Play is based on an actual 
family Bang which terrorized 
Florida. in the early 1900s. 

Cast is generally credible though 
not standout. Staging by Opal 
Euard, in the combination conven- 
tional and central staging tech- 


r!of his start in life. 


Save for | 


Plays Out of Town 


Canada’s leading stage per i 
He did so writing onmual revert : 
which his Gallic humor, typiealln 
French-Canadian, darted in all 4 
litical and national directions. 


In “Tit-Coq” (“Little R ¥ 
Gelinas has come up not onin aon 
what promises to be a tremendous 
success locally, but this is also g 
play that could play Broadway, In 

Tit-Cogq,’ Gelinas has Magnified 
one of his last revue’s sketches into 
a full-length drama in which his 
flair for effective theatre is always 
present. He mixes humor and 
comedy with the seriousness of his 
_ basic theme, and the result is a 
| play which has all the successful 
elements. 
Story of “Tit-Coq” is the one of 
(an illegitimate child who knows 
; He is in a 
| training camp of the Canadian 

Army, and when his buddy inad- 

vertently calls him “a little bas- 
| tard” in a club, there is a fight and 
| both are paraded before their com- 
|}manding officer. The military 
| Padre has asked for special con- 
|sideration in view of Tit-Coq’s right 
|to protest, and the C.O. offez; to 
the latter’s buddy the solution to 
both their military sentences — 
'taking Tit-Coq into his family for 
| the Christmas Holidays. ; 

|: Fridolin’s talent for drawing a 
| heavy laugh, or a tear and a smile 
| at the same time, is often evident. 
| Except for two scenes (no. 2 and 
| 3 in the second act), which slightly 
slow down the action, his three 
acts are fast and consistent. Both 
the latter-mentioned scenes could 
be eliminated. His direction, done 
in collaboration with veteran Fred 
Barry, is inspired and original. 

Gelinas brings to the title part a 
brilliant talent. He is at all times 
impressive. As always in his 
shows, he’s surrounded himself 
with the top French-Canadian art- 
ists there are, and all parts, except 
for two minor ones, are played by 
regular stars of his “Fridolinens” 
revues. Olivette Thibault plays his 
girlfriend. Already an established 
comedienne in operetta, light senti- 
mental comedies and classics, she 
exploits with intelligent restraint 
all the polished facilities of her 
proven technique. Albert Du- 
| quesne makes an excellent padre, 
| while Barry is a superb Papa Desi- 
lets. Clement Latour is amusing 
|as the buddy, while the others all 
| bring to their well caricatured 
| roles a well directed sense of act- 
jing. Sets and lighting are also 
| very good. : 

“Tit-Coq” is a play which can 
easily be translated in English 
and, when it is, American audi- 
ences should love it. It will go on 
tour this summer and open again 
in Montreal in autumn. Mare. 








Separate Rooms 
(Beaux Arts, Los Angeles) | 
(FOLLOWUP) 
_ Los Angeles, May 22. 

For his bow as a legit producer 
here, Nicholas W. Russo picked the 
Joseph _Carole-Alan Dinehart 
farce, which clicked in New York 
and Chicago, with Dinehart, Lyle 
Talbot and Glenda Farrell starred. 
Save for little theatre or private 
performances, “Rooms” hasn't been 
done here before. 

Russo intends to take the farce 
on the road again, with Chicago in 
view and another assault on Broad- 
way a possibility. Indications are, 
however, that it won't be too soon. 
Laughs have been added in —— 
revisions by Carole, and a fairly 
/long run here sees in prospect. 

There’s a lot of crisp humor in 
this yayn about a Broadway col- 
umnist who tries to manage his 
brother’s marriage, and a_ well- 
chosen cast smacks across the lines 
with gusto under Barry Bernard’s 
direction. Standouts are Sydney 
Melton, in the meaty role of the 
butler, whose keen delivery and 





nique employed at the Horseshoe 
theatre, bogs down from the tovo- 


on two of the scenes. 
a tendency to match their voices to 
the lighting, the result being some- 
thing a psychiatrist rather than a 
play preducer might envy. Kap. 


Tit-€ 
(Little Rooster) 
Montreal, May 27. 


Gratien Gelie™s production of drama in 
three acts by Gelinas Staged by Gelinas 
and Fred Barry. Settings and lighting 
Jacques Pelletier; costumes. Laure Cabana. 
At Monument National, Montreal from 
May 22 to May St. "48: $2.40 top. 
Commanding Officer....,. George Alexander 








Padre. KEP EVN s cis Aceves tial Albert Duquesne 
Jean-1 eee me ee wae Clement Latour 
dra hele oe oa ae, od ... Gratien Gelinas 
Wee SPOILS... cdesccteec. 2. -lred Barry | 
Mama MORGUED. . Shih ees cle Amanda Alarie 
Mai ie-Ange ht pe OSe nesses ca Olivette Thibault 
ditt RS Ree ee fulietie Beliveau 
Germaine Writer Ti cerTrice tuliette Huet 
ROsi@... 0... cece eseeseseeeee Mary Barclay 





Gratien Gelinas, under the pen 
and stage name of “Fridolin,” has 











(Continued on page 53) 


sense of timing make the lines 
sparkle, and Maxine Semon, who 


obvious device of using half-light | Virtually stops the third act with a 
Thesps have | 


devastating characterization of 4 
Good Housekeeping reporter. Wal- 
ter Coy is efficient as the snoop; 
Blanche Gladstone effective as the 
femme in question, and Michael 
Road does a solid job as the 
brother. Sammie Hill’s Girl Fri- 
day is okay, and Gordon Mills and 
Tommy Noonan round out the cast 
nicely. ; 
Russo has given the production 
fine trappings, including an excel- 
lent penthouse set. When “Rooms 
finally takes off for the road there 
should be a neat profit all — 
ap. 


a 


SUMMER STOCK SITE 


Ideal setup, large Estate barns, 9 
room house, 8 fireplaces. Stone vol- 
tage; 80 miles N. Y. €.; 100,000 pop- 
ulation within 10 miles; 1 mile te 
burial place Franklin D. Roosevelt. Ne 
nearby competition; 8 or more acres. 
An unusual opportunity at $25,500. 
terms arranged. (. Boos, Realtor, 2 











in the last 10 years achieved na- 
tional fame in Canada as French 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 

The N. Y. Daily News, which has editorialized in the past on almost 
every aspect of show business, and generally in a pro-industry slant, 
gave it a warm and human switch last week with an editorial on “Ro- 
mance—American Style.” The occasion was the announcement by the 
Irving Berlins*of the engagement of Mary Ellin Berlin to Dennis Sheedy 
Burden, of New York and Newport, whom the News termed “a young 
gent who is as social as they come.” Thesis was that it could only 
happen in America where, “on her father’s side, the prospective bride 
js a granddaughter of Rabbi Moses Lipkin Baline, and the daughter of 
the world-famed Irving Berlin, who made a name for himself by com- 
posing some of the most popular—and if you ask us some of the most 
peautiful—of this generation S songs ... who arrived in this country 
from Russia with his parents when he was five years old.” 


The tabloid likewise devoted its entire editorial page to “ ‘Oklahoma!’ 
—Why Such a Success?,” and then set out to answer it by explaining | 
it had no social significance, no message, just good American entertain- | 


ment hence prospered at the boxoffice. The finale of the Rodgers & 
Hammerstein smash, with its 2,202d performance on Broadway, es- 
tablishing an alltime long-run record, was subject for widespread 
straight news stories, with prime accent on the sentiment and the 
cavalcade of “Okla!” alumni who went on to the heights after starting 
in that musical. 

For the final and 268th week “Oklahoma!” drew its best gross in 
months, takings being $24,500, or more than $5,000 the previous week. 
Final night had a packed house. “Oklahoma!” opened a tour in 
Boston Monday (31) but its producer, the Theatre Guild, intends 
bringing the show back to Broadway, probably seasonally, for limited 
engagements. There were 42 standees final night. 


John Chapman, critic for the N. Y. Daily News, lists his selections 
of the season’s 10 best shows, following the annual custom of the late 
Burns Mantle, whom he succeeded. It is part of Chapman’s assignment 
in taking over editorship of the annual theatrical yearbooks started by 
his predecessor. Chapman says there is nothing official in his best 10— 
“anybody can make one and a great many people frequently do.” And, 
as Mantle used to say, the selections are open to argument. As they 
appear in Sunday’s (30) News, his choices are: “A Streetcar Named 
Desire” (Barrymore), “Command Decision” (Fulton), “Mister Roberts” 
(Alvin), “The Heiress” (Biltmore), “Allegro” (Majestic), “The Winslow 
Boy” (on tour), “Eastward in Eden” (closed), “Skipper Next to God” 
(closed), “An Inspector Calls” (closed) and “Me and Molly” (Belasco). 

Of these the first five drew big grosses. ‘Eden’ flopped out fast, but 
the reviewer thought it should have survived. “Inspector” did, but 
mildly; “Skipper” fared well enough for a time, and “Molly” is entering 
the summer period. 


July issue of Esquire carries an article by Sidney Carroll headed | 


“Mister Genius,” subject being Elia Kazan, who scored during the past 
season as director of “Gentlemen's Agreement” (20th) and the Broad- 
way stager of “A Streetcar Named Desire,” Pulitzer prizewinner and 
judged the best play of the season by the N.Y. critics. Latter drama 
introduced Irene Selznick as a Producer. After mentioning several 
others who “spent a good part of their lives on transcontinental trains.” 
Carroll says: “This Kazan is 
intensely humorous—a short, dark fellow who behaves more like a 
human being than a genius.” Kazan also directed such stage hits as 
“One Touch of Venus,” “The Skin of Our Teeth,” “Harriet.” “Jacob- 


owsky and the Colonel,” “Deep Are the Roots” and “All My Sons,” | 


while other standout films directed by him were “A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn” and “Boomerang.” He started as an actor with the Group 


Theatre. Tennessee Williams, author of “Streetcar,” said of Kazan: | 


“I learned more about the theatre from him than I ever knew before.” 





“Seeds in the Wind,’ drama by Arthur Goodman that was done 
experimentally under auspices of the American National Theatre and 
Academy, was presented commercially last week on Broadway at the 
Empire by Eunice Healey and Harold Bromley. It was taken off Satur- 
day (29) after seven performances, although the house was guaranteed 
three weeks, $9,000 being reputedly put up for that purpose by Herbert 
Freezer, show’s principal backer. Latter was also an investor in “Gentle- 
man From Athens” by Emmet Lavery, a drama that lasted less than 
a week at the Mansfield last winter. That play was presented by 
Martin Gosch in association with Miss Healey. Freezer, shirt manu- 
facturer, heads a coterie which will erect a new Broadway building on 
the block between 52nd and 53rd streets. 
clude a theatre, cafe and a roof garden. 

Cast of “Seeds” comprised mostly kids, one, billed under the name of | 
David Burke, being the son of Ben Epstein, baseball writer for the | 
N.Y. Mirror. 





Recent Lambs Gambol at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria was one of the 
most financially successful events in the history of the club; net re- 
ceipts are stated to have battered $24,000. Souvenir program for the 
event had ads which brought in $14,300 but that was not a net item. 


Proceeds will be devoted to the Lambs welfare fund and to improve- | 


ments in the clubhouse, including a cooling system. It was the first 
Gambol to which the public was invited since Dec. 7, 1941, the night of 
Pearl Harbor. 


Plays Abroad =|, 


Continued frem page 52 ——— 
The Paragen 


leave the father with his illusions, 
and complications arise when the 
young widow announces she has | E 
remarried while serving with the | Rome, ; 
Control Commission of Germany. | the season's opener, 


It’s impossible to conceal ~~ 





‘Lady’ La Jolla Opener 


Los Angeles, June 1. 

| _ Sylvia Sidney will star in “Kind 
Lady,” revival opening the straw- 
‘hat season of the Actors Company 
jat La Jolla, June 29. y 

An Eve Arden starrer, “Road to 
previously announced as 
will follow 








intensely friendly, intensely curious, | 


New structure’s plans in- | 
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Music Pubs 


Continued from page 1 —— 





| While, musie sales are between 
| 60% and 75% off, the lowest in 15 
| years, plus which recording, syn- 
chronization, and all other incomes 
_ have been reduced due to sales 
/Slumps. Only source of income 
| that is increasing is that from the 
American Society of Composers, 
'Authers and _ Publishers. And 
| rarely does a substantial increase 
jin ASCAP revenue mean much to 
the individual publisher. 

Another angle contributing to 
holding the retail price is that the 
per-sheet profit on sales of a hit 
song are still fairly substantial. 
even though the per-sheet cost of 
a flop is far higher than two years 
ago. It’s estimated that a pub- 
lisher geared to a $30,000 monthi® 
operating nut pays as much as $1 
a copy to market a dud tune. That 
is, every copy sold on a song that 
doesn’t reach hit proportions costs 
the pub at least a dollar. 





More Thana Dozen 


"Ist Class Rep Cos. 


Chicago. 


| Editor, Varrery: 


A prominent showman (one who 
| Should know better) claims there 
| were never ‘a dozen first class 

reps touring.” Well, I said there was 

and so, for the record, here they 
;are. Just for good measure I’ve 
|}even added to them. 
| proof: 

Joseph Jefferson: “Rip Van Win- 
kle,” ‘The Rivals,” “Cricket on 
the Hearth,” “Lend Me Five Shill- 
ings.” 

E. S. Willard: “The Professor’s 
Love Story,” “The Middleman,” 
“Tom Pinch,” “The Cardinal.” 

E. H. Sothern and Julia Mar- 
lowe: “Taming of the Shrew,” 
\““‘Hamlet,” “Romeo and Juliet,” 
“Much Ado About Nothing.” 

Fritz Leiber: “Richelieu,” ‘“Ham- 
let,” ““Merchant of Venice,” “Julius 
| Caesar,” “Richard III.” 

Robert B. Mantell: ‘““The Corsi- 
|can Brothers,” “Hamlet,” “Richard 

Ill,” “Richelieu,” “A  Winter’s 
Tale.” 

Henry Irving and Ellen Terry: 
“Robespierre,” ‘“Nanee Oldfield,” 
|“The Lyons Mail,” ‘The Bells,” 
“Caesar and Cleopatra.” 


| Richard Mansfield: “Beau Brum- 
| mel,” “A Parisian Romance,” “Dr. 
| Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” “Prince 
| Karl.” “Monsieur Beaucaire,” “Old 
| Heidelberg.” 

| Sara Bernhardt and M. Coquelin: 
,“La Dame Aux Camelias,” “La 
!Tosca,” “Cyrano de _ Bergerac,” 


Here is my | 





Olney, Md., June 1. 


A quiet lesson in tolerance was 
taught last weekend by 


|ciates to the residents of Washing- 
ton and vicinity in general and the | 
management of the National the- 
atre in particular. Occasion was'| 
the season’s opening Friday (28) of | 
the rebuilt Olney theatre here, 15 
miles from Washington, with the 
presentation of Miss Hayes in a 
revival of J. M. Barrie’s “Alice-Sit- 
By-the-Fire.” 

Miss Hayes, a Washingtonian 
originally herself, was one of the 
stars who a year ago refused to 
play the National again because of 
its segregation policy, and one of 
her stated reasons for taking the 
Olney engagement was to show up 
ithis policy. The eight-day engage- 
ment will be Miss Hayes’ only 
strawhat appearance this summer, 
as she sails immediately thereafter 
for London to play the lead in the 
British production of “The Glass’ 
Menagerie,” in the Laurette Taylor 
part. 

In an overfiow audience Friday 
comprised of Washington and Balti- 
more society, press and plain the- 
| atregoers—the complete eight-day 
;}engagement was a_ sellout two 
weeks before opening night—were 
'a dozen or more Negroes, seated 
| among other playgoers without any 
| resultant incident or hullabaloo, to 
point up the weakness of the Na- 
| tion’s position. 

The National, because of Equity’s 
| refusal to permit performances in 
a segregated house, and the Na- 
tional’s own determination not to 
|admit Negroes because it runs 
;counter to D.C. general policy, is 
closing down as a legiter in August 
to become a filmhouse. The the-| 
atre, which is air-conditioned, nor- 
| mally runs through the summer to 
capacity attendance, thus eliminat- 
‘ing powerful competition for the 
Olney strawhatter. 

Skinner’s 25th Anni 

Olney is being run this year for 
the first time by Richard Skinner | 
as general manager, with Skinner, 
Redge Allen and Evelyn Freyman | 
as the strawhat’s co-producers. | 
Skinner, celebrating his 25th year | 
in strawhats this season, was assist- 
‘ant to Theron Bamberger at the 
|Bueks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, the past four summers. Miss 
| Freyman and Allen are Washing- | 
ton radio people. Trio is being | 
/angeled by an anonymous Wash- | 
|ington businessman who spent $35.- | 
|000 this winter to rebuild the 10-| 
| year-old theatre. ; 
| Sidewalls were pushed out to in- | 
lerease the seating capacity from) 
'400 to 596. A new concrete fleor 
was laid, with the floor in the rear 
raised and new seats put in. Back- 


Helen | 
| Hayes, Richard Skinner and asso-! 


Helen Hayes Deflates D.C. Jim Crow 
Policy with Bow at Olney Hayloft 


By ARTHUR BRONSON | 


on contract being fulfilled if new 
Broadway entry clicks. 


Wymetal is bringing back Jackie 
Gleason and Joy Hodges for the 
leads in “Rosalie.” They played it 
here last year, but show got in only 
three performances on account of 
inclement weather just when it 
looked headed for the season rec- 
ord. That prompted decision to 
repeat it in ’48. 

Only one of nine summer operas 
at Pitt stadium won’t be staged by 
Robert H. Gordon. That’s ‘“Rosa- 
linda,” which will be directed by 
Paul Kerby, who did productions 
of this Johann Strauss show both 
in New York and Los Angeles. 

Principals have been set for the 
season. Opener, “Show Boat.” 
which gets series going Thursday 
(3) and will run for nine perform- 
ances, has Carol Bruee, Joan Rob- 
erts, Lawrence Brooks, Kenneth 
Spencer, Nina Olivette, Helen Ray- 
mond, Ralph Dumke and Tim Her- 
bert. “Bloomer Girl.” Jwne 14, 
will have Joan McCracken, Mar- 
guerite Piazza, Richard Smart, 
Olive Reeves-Smith, Richard Huey, 
Matt Briggs and Mabel Taliaferro. 

Miss Piazza and Smart stay over 
for “Red Mill” June 21, along with 
Gloria Hamilton, Coley Worth, 
Jack Albertson and Sara Ann Mc-- 
Cabe. Wilbur Evans and William 
Lynn are engaged for “Of Thee I 
Sing,’”- June 28; Irene Manning, 
Evans, Oscar Karlweis and Eric 
Brotherson for “Rosalinda,” July 
5; Margaret Spencer, Jack Goode 
and Ernest McChesney for “New 
Moon,” July 12; Jackie Gleason and 
Joy Hodges for “Rosalie,” July 19; 
Maureen Cannon and Sammy 
Walsh for “Hit the Deck,” July 26, 
and-Stella Anderson, Tim Herbert 
and Marcia James for the finale, 
“Babes in Toyland,” Aug. 2. 

Wallace Rooney has been signed 


by Clay Flagg and Carl Low to 
direct their summer stock season 
at White Barn theatre. He was 


| here a year ago with Conrad Nagel 


production of “State of the Union” 
as assistant stage manager and bit 
player. Rooney replaces Robert 
Emhardt, who had been engaged 
by Flagg and Low, but withdrew 
when he had a-chance to go into 
the cast of “Life With Mother.” 


White Barn season opens June 
19 with “Made in Heaven,” and 
winds up week of Aug. 30 with 
“But Not Goodbye.” Between those 
dates, shows scheduled are “George 
Washington Slept Here,” “Two * 
Mrs. Carrolls,” “Apple of His Eye,” 
“Theatre,” “Apron Strings,” “Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street,” “3 Men 
On a Horse,” “It’s a Wise Child” 
and “Love From a Stranger.” 





285G St. Leuis Advance 


St. Louis, June 1. 
With an advance sale of $285,000, 





truth from the blind man. His! 
keen senses detect the strained at-| 
mosphere and with several con-}| 
necting links finally confronts his | 
son, for a dramatic climax. | 

Hugh Burden has never been| 


—— 


Soph’s London Click 


Continued from page 1 








“L’sigion.” stage was all rebuilt. The stage is | the largest in its 30 years, the Mu- 
ana,” “Second Mrs. Tanqueray,’’ | wall, to make it the largest straw- | al fresco entertainment in the en- 
“Magda.” ‘hat stage in the country. Theatre | larged Forest Park playhouse, tees 
Nat C. Goodwin: “In Mizzouri,” | has three stages on casters, each off its 1948 season Thursday (3) 
/“A Gilded Fool,” “David Gar-' 34x14 feet, which permits three with an 11-night run of the world 
rick.” “Ambition,” “Lend Me Five! sets to be ready at one time for| preem of “Auld Lang Syne,” by 
é _instantaneous = Sanur af sane (ante Abeveran@h, the librettist, 
ahi ; ie ‘im- on stage on tracks. Depth of stage an enry van, composer. _ 

| etn othe Feishy irs. Johusen,”|15 35 feet. : "Cast. will be headed by Brian 
' “Camille | Opening night Friday (28) _Was | Sullivan, long a fave here, _and 
| Frederick Warde Louis @ gala event, with the enthusiasm | Gloria Hamilton. Other principals 
| James: “Macbeth.” “Julius Caesar,” communicating _ itself behind the! jinciude Lucille Cummings, Sydna 
| “Richard lil.” “A Winter’s Tale.” footlights as well. Miss Hayes gave | Scott, James McColl, Edwin Stoffe, 
| 


“Two Gentlemen of Verona.” ‘an inspired performance as Ainy| Jerome Thor, Byron Russell and 
And for good measure let me’ 


| Mrs. Patrick Campbell: “Mari-|now 122 feet wide from wall to! nicipal Theatre Assn., sponsor of 
! 
} 


| Shillings.” 


and 


Elizabeth Scott. ; y 
be played by Bobby Jarvis, Louise 


Grey, the mother, in Barrie’s amus- Comedy roles will 


ing old chromo of a play, in what 


‘add Edwin Booth and Helena| 
: eer |seemed one of the best perform-/ Kirtland and Walter Burke. All 
meee. = sigae! Fagg ag | ances of her career. An adept sup- | are new faces here except Sullivan, 
| Nothing,” “Taming o ogehaed tor ,porting cast included John Wil- | Miss Hamilton, Jarvis and Stoffe. 


'“As You Like It,” 





liams as Amy’s husband and Don- 





| Scandal.” | 

‘ as ‘ald Murphy as the naive young ut 

| Mr. and Mrs. Kendal: “Second | friend. "Macy MacArthur, Miss hint a aero 0 : 
|Mrs. Tanqueray,” “Lady Clan-| Hayes’ real-life, “Act of God” ' oa ? 
carty,” “The Ironmaster.”” daughter, who will remain with; “Chastity Street,” adapted by 


Sol Smith Russell: “A Bache-| Ojney’s resident company most of| Bernard Evslin from the Henry 
lor’s Romance,” “A Poor Relation,” the season, played Amy’s daughter James novel, ‘The Bostonians,” will 
“The Spitfire,’ “Mr. Valentine’s with great charm. Elfrida Der- | be tried out during August at the 
Christmas.” |went, sister of Equity prez Clar- | Provineetown playhouse, which 
| Ada Rehan and Otis Skinner: | ence Derwent, had a small role as| Virginia Thoms Pettet and Cath- 
| “Taming of the Shrew,” “The the nurse. ,arine Huntington will reopen June 


|School for Scandal,” “Lady of} Season will run 15 weeks, with | 28 and operate through Labor Day. 





better as the pathetic, tragic play- ing up with the sentimental “Yid- | 


boy. Walter Fitzgerald handles 
Magnificently the role of the | 
Stricken father and Arthur Wont- | 
ner turns in a delightful cameo as | 
the local laird. Rachel Kempson 
(Mrs. Michael Redgrave) is happily | 
cast as the stepmother and Eliza- | 
beth Kentish and Anthony Marlow 

make a nice pair of newlyweds. 
Play is forthright and excel- 
lently directed and stands every 
chance, despite its lack of mar- 
quee names, of making the grade. 
Clem. | 





Cancel Toledo Operetias 
Toledo, June 1. 
. Plans for a six-week season of 
ight opera in the Walbridge park 
z00 amphitheatre this summer have | 
en cancelled. 





dishe Mama.” 


Miss Tucker was obliged to bow 
for 15 minutes while her: longtime 
accompanist, Ted Shapiro, was 
kept busy taking baskets of flow- 
ers and bouquets from the audi- 
ence. 

Other U. S. acts on the bill 
scored heavily. Instrumentalist Vic 
Hyde and Cabot & Dresden, dance 
team, went into the big-hit class 
on this bill. : 

William Morris, Jr., head of the 


! Lyons.” 

John Hare and Irene Van Brugh: 
“The Gay Lord Quex,” “A Pair of 
| Spectacles.” 

And the famed repertory tours 


lack, Frank Mayo and Agnes 
Perry, Robert Tabor and Julia 
| Marlowe Tabor, Maggie Mitchell, 
James H. Hackett (father of James 
K.), Lawrence Barrett and Ed- 
mund Forrest. 

And among the musicals: Castle 
| Square Opera Co., Alice Nielson 
| Opera Co. ‘(she played “The For- 


|of E. L. Davenport and J. W. Wal- | 


'Mady Christians in “Papa Is All” as | The opening bill, always a Eugene 
sent Gacaiian. Peggy Murrey is O’Nell play, will be “Anna Chris- 
recent staff addition as_ stage’ tie,” and a later offering will be 
|'manager. Shows runs Tuesdays! “The Emperor Jones. ; 
‘through Sundays. | Also on the schedule is a revised 
' edition of “Eastward in Eden,” the 
Pitt’s Gil Lamb Snarl | Dorothy Gardiner drama which was 
Pittsburgh, June 1. _ presented last winter on Broadway. 
' Although summer opera com- Keith Chalmers will be production 
pany here has Gil Lamb slated and director of the playhouse. 
‘advertised for the lead in “Hit the | 
| Deck” week of July 26, William | 
|Wymetal, managing director, will Los Angeles, June 1. 
| have to look for another star if Aben Kandel’s new legiter, “You 
,“Sleepy Hollow” goes over this Twinkle Only Once,” will open the 
/ week on Broadway. Musical opens Laguna Players’ summer _ stock 








‘Twinkle’ Opens Laguna 


William Morris agency, and Mrs.|tune Teller” and “Robin Hood”), | Thursday night (3), with Lamb as) season at the Laguna Beach Play- 


William Morris, 
agency's founder, were at the 
opening show. They flew in last 
week to continue a tradition start- 
ed by the late agency head. 


widow of the| The Bostonians (they played “The | cast topper, but deal for 


? 


|Gondoliers,” “The Serenade,’ 
,\“Maid of Plymouth” and “Robin 
| Hood”). Ee 
| Ralph T. Kettering. 


“Deck” ; house, starting June 29, with J. 
‘had been set months ago before | Carrol Naish, Nancy Kelly and 
there seemed to be any chance that | Jane Darwell heading the cast. 

| Lamb would go into “Hollow.” Not Play will head for Broadway if 
Lexpected that Wymeta] .will insist..it clicks as a_strawhatter. 
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Broadway 


Look readying a story on Peter 
Donald. 
Dr. Leo Michel in Mt. Sinai for 
vation. 
oe ial jockey Art Ford shot a 16m 
short on recent visit to Paris. 
Katharine 


Bert Kulick, head of Bell Pic- 
tures, left for the Coast last week 
for a six-week stay. 

The George Fraziers’ three-year- 
old son broke his right leg for the 
third time in six months. 

Arthur Franz back in “Command 
Decision” (Fulton) after a four- 
week studio stint in Hollywood. 

Bill Stern to Hollywood before 
leaving for overseas to NBC the 
Olympics this summer from Bri- 
oN “haries (Virginia) Lederer 
and Mrs. Bennett (Phyllis) Cerf 
collaborating on a screenplay in 


N.S 

The Jack Kapps’ daughter, Myra, 
will do a cross-country hiking trek 
with school chums as her summer 
vacation. 

The Frank Welches (she’s calen- 
dar gal Jewel Flowers) opened | 
Club Ali Baba, a downtown east | 
side eatery. 

Freddie Brisson to England and 
the Norse countries, sans his wife 
Rosalind Russell, next week on the 
Queen Mary. 

Ida and Eddie Cantor to Norway 
and Sweden this summer for a 





quick holiday. Probably won't 
stop off in London or Paris. 
Mark Windheim, who played | 


the peddler in the London “Okla- | 
homa!” then joined the N. Y. cast, | 
leaving the show, now in Boston. 

Eddie Dowling will stage ‘‘Heav- 
en on Earth,” new musical which 
Monte Proser and Ned C. Litwack 
will put into rehearsal next month. 

German-made “Maedchen in 
Uniform” (Girls in Uniform), fore- 
runner of the foreign-language film 
successes in the. U. S., to be re- 
issued. 

Annual golf tournament staged 
for the industry by the Fabian cir- 
cuit is set for the Preakness Hills 
Country Club, Wayne, N. J., 
June 24. 

Joe Joel, who recently resigned 
as Columbia Pictures’ pub-ad di- 
rector in Australia, due to Clipper 
in early this month for a three or 
four-month U. S. visit. 

Alice, nine-year-old sprout of 
Morris Kinzler, Kayton-Spiero ad 
agency exec on the 20th-Fox ac- 
count, made her show biz debut 
last week with a piano recital. 

The Arthur Schwartzes summer- 
ing in West Hampton, having 
rented Guy Bolton’s shack. Latter 
in London working on the dra- 
matization of Somerset Maugham’s 
“Theatre.” 


Hepburn in from the | 
Coast, prior to sailing for London. ' 


foreign division prexy, became en- 

wane g to Phyllis Kent, 20, on May 
5D. Due to graduate N. Y. U. néxt 
February, the boy is currently 
working in United World Pictures 
television department. 

American Bar Assn. Journal has 
advised against the use of ball pens 
‘in signing checks, contracts or 1m- 
portant documents. Because of the 
uneven features of ball points, the | 
uneven hesitancy, a frequent ear- | 
mark of forgers when using ordi- 
nary pens, cannot be_ detected 
when the ‘“under-water” inkers are 
| used. 
| Hilda Growald, ex-Sid Kent sec- 
'retary, now aide to Robby Lantz, 
|N. ¥. manager of the Berg-Allen- | 
| berg agency’s new eastern office. 

John Gibbs continues as the B-A 
‘radio contact and Anne Watkins, 
|Inc., as literary agency affiliate, | 
| but Lantz will act as liaison among | 
‘all on behalf of the Hollywood | 
| agency. 
y Nell Farnol, wiie of Goldwyn | 
|p.a. Lynn Farnol, currently finds 
| herself doing exploitation for Selz- | 
‘nick. As chairman of the women’s | 
| division of the Heart Assn., she’s in | 
| charge of the staff of the “Bland- | 
ings Dream House,” erected as a | 
plug stunt by the Selznick flackery, 


with gate proceeds going to the} 


Heart Assn. | 
Tokyo 


By Russell Splane 


Russell Brines, AP bureau chiet | 
in Tokyo, back in Japan after a> 
flying trip to N. Y. for annual AP | 
méeting. 

Army Motion Picture Service | 
will use Hibiya Hall for Occupa- | 
tion premieres of feature films. 

Andrew S. Youngman, member 
of the Society of American Magi- 
cians and until recently head of 
Japan’s Momoto Magic Society, has 
returned to the U. S. 


Manipulators of Bunraku pup- 
pets, ancient Japanese drama form 
from which live kabuki drama 
sprang, are caught in the squeeze 
between traditionally poor pay 
and mounting inflation. They 
threaten to abandon their profes- 
sion and.let the art die unless de- 
mands for a pay raise are met. 




















Rome 


By Raul Quattrocchi 
Paul Muni in. 
Metro’s “Mrs. Parkington” closed 
at the Rivoli after a 10 week run. 


Micheline Presle in to star in 
Universalia’s “The Last Days of 
Pompeii.” i 

Argentine diplomat—film direc- 
tor Luis Cesar Amadori here with 








Delight Evans resigned as editor 
of Screenland Mag. Wife of Herb 
Crooker, Metro homeoffice pub- 
licity manager, she’ll take a few 
months’ vacation before affiliating 
with another mag. 

Wentworth P. Johnson who, as 
v.p. of the Irving Trust Co. for 18 

ears, handled film loans for the 

nk, has become a partner in the 
N. Y. Stock Exchange firm of Neu- 
berger & Berman. 

Louejla Parsons, Bonnie Cashin, 
20th-Fox dress designer; Joseph 
Buxton, British exhibitor, and 
radio singer Jack Feeney sched- 
uled to sail for Europe today 
(Wed.) aboard the America. 

Cross-country junkets from the 
Warner Bros. Burbank lot brought 
Alex Evelove, studio publicity 
chiez, and director Vincent Sher- 
man to N. Y. Latter just finished 
“The Adventures of Don Juan.” 

Following the successful debut 
f Stamford, Conn., as a film locale 
ast year for 20th-Fox’s “Boomer- 
ang,” 20th sent another crew there 
this week to shoot scenes for its 
forthcoming “Letter to Three 
Wives.” 

Dancer Claude Marchant awarded 
$1,000 by a City Court jury for be- 
ing barred from using passenger 
elevators in the Tudor City apart- 
ment development because of race. 
He’s an instructor in the Katherine 
Dunham dance school. 

Jeannine and Harry Novak—he’s 
European sales head for Universal- 
International—just arrived from 
Paris by way of a 15-day boat ride 
to Buenos Aires where he was for- 
merly stationed for U. The Novaks 
return to France June 16 on the 
Queen Elizabeth. 

The Mack Millars preceded the 
Tony Martins (Cyd Charisse) by 
boat to London where Martin 
opens June 7 at the Palladium. 
Singer waited on his bride to com- 

lete a chore on “Words and 

usic” at Metro, and both clip- 
pered over instead. 

Screen Synopsis Service, re- 
centiy-formed to provide film stu- 
dios and producers with complete 
coverage of new books and plays, 
has closed up shop because of the 
seasonal slump in publishing busi- 

ness. Headed up by Gerald Burns 
and Hilda Slautterdack. 
_ Robert idelman, 21-year-old 
son of Joe Seidelman, Universal's 


wife, screen actress Zully Moreno. 


Paramount’s “For Whom the 
Bell Tolls” now in its 13th week 
at the Fontana di Trevi, breaking 
all records here. 


French actor Georges Flamant 
here for a lead role in Edi Film’s 
“11 uomini e un pallone” (“11 Men 
and a Ball’), football story. Giorgio 
Simonelli is directing. 

Lux Film’s capital to be in- 
creased from 250,000,000 to 1,000,- 
000,000 lire ($2,000,000), despite 
worsening film crisis. Lux becomes 
second Italian outfit with that capi- 
tal, Universalia being the other. 


Portland 


Radio Ramblers opened _ two- 
week date at Clover Club. 


Freddy Martin follows Leighton 
Noble into Jantzen Beach Ballroom. 


Eugene Ormandy and Philadel- 
phia Symphony Orchestra in con- 
cert-at civic auditorium Saturday. 


George Murphy in town to speak 
before American Federation of 
Women before special showing of 
“Melody Time.” 

Eddie (Rochester) Anderson into 
the Cave, Vancouver, B. C., for two 
weeks. Lena Horne just finished 
two capacity weeks. 

Cal-Ore, nite spot on California- 
Oregon border, starts floor shows 
this week. Harry Carroll and Polly 
Baker headline for first month. 


Shanghai 


By Hal P. Mills 

Pomping Vila, organist, prepar- 
ing to leave for America. Vila 
plays at the swank Mandarin Club. 

“Crash Dive” packing them in at 
Grand Theatre, in second week. 
Reissue of “Mutiny on the Bounty,” 
is doing well at Roxy Theatre. 











tre. He was beaten up recently by 
Chinese hooligans, while 
of the Majestic Theatre. 
Eric Lazarus, currently band- 
leader at the Palace Hotel grill- 
room, will leave soon for Cali- 
fornia, with Mrs. Lazarus. She’s 
known professionally as Miss Stella 





anager | 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Local syndicate has bought Club 
636 from Frankie Elia. 
Laura Wells in town. drum-beat- 
ing Eagle Lion's ‘Ruthless. 
Connee Boswell set for two 
weeks at the Carousel in July. 
The Jimmy Totmans bought a 
home in the Point Breeze section. 
Phil Doyle reelected business 
agent for stagehands local for 19th 
ear. 
F ‘Singer Eva Herbert’s parents 
celebrated golden wedding anni 
last week. 
Al Cheeco to the Coast for the 
Charlie Gaynor revue Bill Eythe 
is producing. 


| Newscaster J Swilt’s wife | 
and family spen a morth in 


St. Petersburg. 


Joan McCracken set for original ' soring a Film Tribunal for All Na- 


role in second summer 
“Bloomer Girl.” : 

Archie Fineman, indie circuit 
operator, and his wife off to Cali- 
fornia for vacation. i 

Carousel forgot about negotia- 
tions with Jerry Colonna when he 
asked $6,000 a week. 

WWSW announcer Rege Cordic 
spending vacation boning up for 
final exams at Pitt U. 

Kras Malno, first viola with 
Pittsburgh Symphony, marrying 
Janice Rogal June 10. 

Dolly Barr, roller-skating acro- 
bat, into Cincy’s Beverly Hills 
Club with Ted Lewis show. 

Maxime Sullivan coming back to 
the old hometown June 28 for a 
week at Mercur’s Music Bar. 

Newscaster Paul Long and his 
wife, Elaine Kinder, the singer, 
vacationing with Long’s parents in 
Texas. 

Lucy Seiber out of “Girl From 
Wyoming” at Playhouse with strep 
throat and Nancy Wible subbing 
for her. 

Joe Rubo, ex-waiter at Copa, 
and Mike Catalano have taken over 
Villa De Este and calling it Villa 


opera, 


| Catalano. 


Mrs. Ivan Ditmars back to Holly- 
wood and her maestro-husband af- 
ter spending a month here with 
her father. 

With Casino closed Lois Iams, 
Jeannette Leffer, Dot McFair and 
Toni Vickers have shifted to the 
Roxy in Cleveland. 

Gene Kellys had to pass up visit 
home here when he was called 
back to coast from N.Y. for added 
““Musketeers”’ scenes. 


Montreal 


By Marc Thibeault 

Imogene Coca held over at Sam- 
ovar. 

Jos Settano Trio a hit at Latin 
Quarter. a 

Alys Robi missed five of her 
weekly broadcasts, due to illness. 

Olivette Thibault chosen for lead 
role with Fridolin in latter’s new 
play, “Ti-Cog,” now running. 

George Heiber, branch manager 
for United Artists here, won the 
Grad Sears Gold Cup for 1947-48, 





last week. Heiber was cited for out- 


standing sales achievement. : 


ment’s decision to erase 
amusement tax. All 


result. 





Minneapolis — 
By Les Rees 
Curly’s holding over George 
Givot. 


Leo Dody, WB office manager, 
vacationing. 


in concert here. 

for one-nighter. 

manager, in town. 

room for one-nighter. 

sued “Bambi” big play. 

cuit owner, at Mayo Clinic. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 

to California on business trip. 
Old Log, -strawhatter, 

June 9 with “Glass Menagerie.” 


Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
holding over McCarthy & Farrell. 





ee. 
Joe Loeffler, 
| manager, 


Boulevard, local nabe house. 





and is chirping for the band. 


ver, where they attended national| 
Allied States’ directors meeting. 
Max Shulman flew in from West- 


on McCart arrell act at Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace, which 
he authored, prior to its N. Y. en- 


London 


Frances Day left for a South 
African tour May 28. 

Katherine Dunham comes to the 
Prince of Wales’ June 3 for a 
limited season with “Caribbean 
Rhapsody.” 

Noel Coward’s “Present Laugh- 
ter” has passed its 450th perform- 








Local niteries and pic houses 
rejoicing over Federal Govern- 
5% 


expecting 
smash tourist and local trade as 


Hon. Louis St-Laurent, Canadian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, visited 
Quebec Productions Studios at St- 
Hyacinthe, giving emphasis to re- 
ported Government interest in new 
Canadian motion picture industry. 


“Doc” Evans and his Dixie Five 
Shep Fields into Prom Ballroom 
Sol Francis, Monogram district 
Randy Brooks into Prom Ball- 
Neighborhood houses giving reis- 
Gus Baehr, Brainerd, Minn., cir- 
Cardini and Lucile Gilman into 
Ted Mann, indie circuit owner, 
opening 

errace 
Club Carnival has Johnny Long 


| band, Elsa & Waldo and Judy Me- 
Jack Vidumsky, takes over man- | G 


,agerial reins at the Nanking Thea- | Republic branch 


back from Clevelend, 
where he attended father’s funeral. 

W. R. Frank, independent circuit 
owner and Hollywood producer, 
opening elaborate restaurant in his 


Bennie Berger and S. D. Kane, 
North Central Allied president and 
executive director, back from Den- 


ance. Peter Gray is to play the 
lead when the comedy is staged in 
Australia in the fall. 

London Daily Express is spon- 


tions. Awards for best actress, ac- 
tor and director will be $4,000; for 
the best unproduced film script, 
$4,000. 

Phyllis Calvert has left the J. 
Arthur Rank banner, failing to 
come to agreement over choice of 
films, and will appear in a comedy 
for John Stafford’s Independent 
Film Productions. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 

Donald O’Connor to visit here 
in August. 

Gwen Frangcon-Davies, actress 
prominent in legit in South Africa, 
leaving for England. . 

Next attraction at His Majesty’s, 
| Johannesburg, will be ballet pres- 
entation, opening June 14. 

“Oklahoma!” skedded to open at 
His Majesty's, Johannesburg as 
Christmas season attraction. 

After successful run in Johannes- 
burg and Pretoria, annual season 
of grand opera opened in Cape 
Town yesterday (1). 

“Brighton Rock,” British pic, 
banned by South African Board of 
Censors on grounds of “offensive 
presentation of crime.” 

Talent lined up for South African 
visit in the next “few months 
include Francis Day, Jose Iturbi 
and Jeannette MacDonald. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Dei Casino heads new show at 
the Chateau Crillon. 

Pearl Bailey into Casway’s Celeb- 
rity Room. 

Leon Leopold, manager of Wal- 
nut theatre, seriously ill. 

Erskine (Tuxedo Junction) But- 
terfield pianoing at Club 13. 

Harry Vogt, promotion manager 
for Atlantic City’s Steel Pier, has 
resigned. * 

Murray Arnold, WIP program di- 
rector, will act as chairman of the 
board of judges for the 1948 “Miss 
Philadelphia” contest. 

Rube and Gladys Yocum, pro- 
ducers of the Hotel Ben Franklin 
ice shows, are back from Paris, 
where they produced rink shows 
for Jack Hilton. 


As a goodwill gesture, Japan and 
the Philippine Republic will ex- 
change documentary films of the 
funeral rites of the late President 
Manuel A. Roxas. 

Manila dramatist Mrs. Jean C. 

Edades will be in charge of plays 
and play production at Arellano 
Univ. in Manila effective with the 
opening classes in June. 
U.S. Army Signal Corps training 
film, ‘Miracle of Living,” was 
shown at a special preview pres- 
entation to officials of the U.S. and 
Philippine Health Services. 

“Malaya” which took LVN Pic- 
tures a whole year to produce, had 
premiere at the Boulevard theatre. 
A serious drama featuring Mila del 
Sol, who also wrote the story, pic 
is presently drawing big crowds. 

Currently being produced at the 
Sampaguita Studios are “Ulilang 
Kalapati” (“Orphan Dove”), star- 
ring Tita Duran and Fred Montilla; 
“Simbahang Pawid” (“The Church 














of Wind”), featuring Paraluman 
and Fred Montilla, and “Dala- 
wampu't Apat” (“Twenty-Four”), 


starring Carmen Rosales and Oscar 
Moreno. 


Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 

Carlos Ramirez set for this 
month at Clover Club. 

Every act in town skedded to 
play the Barry Gray Palestine fund 
show June 5 at Flamingo ‘Park. 

Bucky Gray, Mardi Gras op, will 
run cocktail lounge and terrace 
nitery in new skyscraper Delano, 
being built. 

Ciro’s, sold recently to Milton¢ 
Kafka and associates, closed May 
30 for renovations. Reopening is 
planned for this winter, 








port, Conn., to Bal finishing touches | y 
hy- 


oe 


Hollywood Bi 


Kirk Douglas laid up with virus 


Howard and Nancy Haw 
vorced. oe 


Borrah and Betty Minevitch qj. 
vorcing. . 

Eddie Mannix to Honoluly on. 
vacation. ~* 

Cole Porter in town auditioning 
young singers. 

Paula Stone home from the hos- 
pital with her new baby. 

Kenny Baker to Dallas for two 
musicals at the State Fair. 

Tex Ritter east for personal ap- 
pearances in Pennsylvania. 

William K. Howard to St. Mary’s 
Ohio, for his father’s fungg: ; 
Mary Pickford 
Buddy Rogers wil y nd 
June 23. 

Jean Bartel former “Miss 
America,” signed by Nat Goldstone 
for pix. 

Mrs. Pat O’Brien touring Arizona 


citiés for National Crusade for 
Children. 

Dick Powell flew in from 
Wichita, Kas., where he bought a 
new plane 

Joe E. wn became a member 


of the C. Jornia State Athletic 
Commission. 

Bob Hope goes back home June 
19 to emcee the Cleveland Pregg 
Photographers annual ball. 

Patricia Medina broke ankle 
playing tennis with her husband, 
Richard Greene. 

Tom Drake lost his wardrobe 
and was slightly singed by a fire 
in his apartment. 

Leigh Harline back on the job 
after breaking two ribs in an acci- 
dent on the beach. 

Valli awarded the “Silver Rib- 
bon” by the National Syndicate of 
Italian Journalists. 

Tyrone Power to Florida to ac- 
cept an honorary degree at the 
University of Tampa. 

Bob Hope presented with a 
plaque by the Independent Motion 
Picture Producers Assn. 

David O. Selznick awarded a 
scroll of thanks by the Paralyzed 
Veterans Assn. of America. 

Mervyn LeRoy will produce an 
all-star show for the Greater Los 
Angeles Press Club’s anni ball. 

Fortunio Bonanov. signed as a 
guest star at the Be: shire Summer 
Festival in New England, July 31. 

Howard G. Mayer slated to han- 
dle press agentry for another year 
on Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences. 


Cleveland - 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Jan August back at Vogue Room. 

Ralph Melendez’s Latin orch 
in Golden Dragon’s new Rumbana 
Room for four weeks, 

Play House repertory group tour- 
ing revival of Shaw’s “Getting Mar- 
ried” to Kent State University. 

Newspaper Guild and local Press 
Club already making entertainment 
plans for its Page One Ball in au- 
tumn. 

Lenny (“Chick”) Chaiken, former- 
ly with Dave Ennis unit, opened his 
new band at Chuck Marusic’s 
Zephyr Ciub. 

Buster West Forced to postpone 
appearance at Alpine Village when 
“Red Mill” kept him on road an- 
other fortnight. 

Ernie Benedict's radio Range 
Riders and Polkateers, co-owners 
of new Harmony Ranch Park, open- 
ing its season Saturday. 

Tommy McGinty’s swank Mounds 
Club, from which gunmen hijacked 
over $500,000 last year, given a 
solid reopening by Ted Lewis’ or- 
chestra and revue. 


Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 

Pic actress Marta Elba topping 
cast of “Chopin,” French vaude- 
ville, at the Teatro Ideal. 

Fernando Wagner directing se- 
ries of German plays at the Palace 
of Fine Arts (National Theatre). 
Manny Reiner, recovered from 
grippe, and preparing for opening 
here, June 30, of the “The Paradine 
Case.” 

Pic actress Raquel Rojas (Janet 
Reisenfeld) busy doubling English 
pix to Spanish at the Churubusco 
studios. 

Rodolfo Loewenthal inked Liber- 
tad Lamarque, Argentinian actress, 
for his next pic which he’s ready- 
ing for production here. Cast In- 
a Armando Calvo, Spanish ac- 
or. 

Paid public amusements: hold 
third place in the local city gov- 
ernment’s income. Amusements in 
1947 yielded $2,537,154 in taxes, 
—— contributing close to 80° 
of it. 

Everett Hoagland, Texas band- 
man who introduced U. S. swing to 
Mexico when he opened at Ciros 
here in 1942, readying a two 
months tour of Mexico, after which 











he plans to take his band to Paris. 
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a distinguished place in the the- 
atrical world. She had appeared 
with the top stars of the English 
stage, including Ellen Terry and 
Sir Henry Irving, with whom she 
made her first appearance in Amer- 
ica in 1895. 

She made her stage debut when 
15 at the Court theatre in Liver- 
pool in “The Mountain Sylph,” an 
adaptation of the ballet “Les 
Sylphides.” On April 32, 1682, 
she made her London debut as 
Fillippa in “Boccaccio” at the Com- 
edy theatre. 

At the age of 20 she toured with 
a repertory company, playing as 
many as 12 parts in two weeks, 
with one rehearsal for each,: plus 
some old melodramas and a farce 
or two. She appeared with Rich- 
ard Mansfield in “Prince Karl” and 
with Kate Vaughan in “She Stoops 
to Conquer” and “School for 
Scandal.” In June, 1895, she 
joined the Lyceum Company of Sir 
fenry Irving and Ellen Terry, then 


IN FOND MEMORY OF 
MY DEAR FRIEND 


EDWARD R. WINN 


Who Died June 2nd, 1947 
JERRY VOGE 





greats of the English stage. Later 


that year she came to New York. | 


During the first World War, the 


late King George V_ decorated | 


Dame May with the silver star and 
old cross of the Order of the 
ritish Empire, conferring upon 
her the title of Dame Commander 
of the Order (equal in rank to 
Knight Commander). This was in 
recognition of her war services to 
Britain. 

The list of her appearances 
in plays and motion pictures is 
voluminous. In London, _— she 
paged the roles of Lady Teazle, 

ate Hardcastle, Lydia Languish, 
Comtesse Zicki in “Diplomacy,” 
Irene in “The Profligate,” Susan 
Throssel in “Quality Street,” 
Amelia Madras in ‘The Madras 
House,” Mrs. Sharp in “The 
Passing of the Third Floor Back” 


and Mrs. Ebley in “The Last of | 


Mrs. Cheyney.” 

Among her roles in this country 
were those in Pinero’s “The En- 
chanted Cottage,” Channing Pol- 
lock's “The Fool,” Barrie’s ‘Dear 
Brutus,” John van 
“There’s Always Juliet,” Granville- 
Barker's “The Voysey Inheritance” 
and Ronald MacKenzie’s “The 
Maitlands.” 

In 1935, she scored one of her 
greatest triumphs as Mrs. Bram- 
son in Emlyn Williams’ “Night 
Must Fall.” In New York in 1936, 
the play and her performance were 
critically acclaimed. 

The next year she played the 
Same role in the motion-picture 
adaptation of the play. 

Among the more recent pictures 
in which Dame May was seen 
on New York screens were “Green 


Dolphin Street,” “This Time for. 


Keeps,” “If Winter Comes,” and 
The Sign of the Ram.” In Jan- 


uary she was assigned to one of| 


the principal roles in “Julia Mis- 
behaves,” but a month later with- 
drew on account of ill health and 
was succeed by Lucille Watson. 

Survived by her daughter, Mar- 
Raret Webster, Shakespearean 
actress and stage director. 


__ SIDNEY HARRIS 

Sidney (Sid) Harris, 61, died at 
Mt. Sinai hospital, N. Y., Friday 
(28), several days after a second 
Operation. He was a legit theatre 
and company manager on Broad- 
Way for many years, and one of the 
best liked in the field. 

. Harris started in show business 
in the office of the late C. B. Dill- 
ingham, was manager of the George 
M. Cohan theatre (razed) and when 





. aban ill, first through a fall in the 
obby of the Adelphi, his hip being | 


Druten’s | 


|litzer, founder of the instrument 
| company bearing that name, lo- 
j;eated in the Wurlitzer Building, 
N.Y. 

The younger Wurlitzer had been 
|chairman of the company’s board 
until 1942, when he retired to de- 
| vote his time to war work. He was 
(exec secretary of the Hamilton 
| County (Ohio) Conservation Com- 
|mission and a coordinator of the 
| War Production Board. 
| In addition to business interests, 
| Wurlitzer had been a collector of 
|rare violins. In 1929 he bought 64 


violins, ‘cellos and other stringed/ Southern California and Pomona | 


‘instruments for $650,000. They 


| had been part of the Rodman Wan- | 


and_ included 


other 


amaker collection 
| Stradivarius and famous 
| makes. 

| Educated in Cincinnati, Wur- 
litzer received an honorary Ph.D. 
degree from the University of 
Berlin. 





JACQUES FEYDER 
Jacques Feyder, 54, noted French 
film producer, died in Switzerland 
recently, according to a report re- 
| leased by the French Agency in 
| Paris last week. 

Born in Belgium, he became a 
| French citizen in 1928, and pro- 
|duced a number of _ successful 
| French films. He also on several 
| occasions made trips to Hollywood, 
iwhere he directed “Son of the 
| Rajah,” Ramon Navarro starrer, 





versions of “Anna Christie,” with 
Greta Garbo; “Father's Day” and 
“Olympia.” 

Among his outstanding French 
productions were “Carmen,” “Shad- 
ows of Fear,” “Mother Mine” and 
“Faces of Children.” 

In 1936 “Pension Mimosas,” 
which he wrote and produced, was 
shown in N.Y. Also his “Carnival 
of Flanders.” His last production, 
“Portrait of a Woman,” starring 
his actress-wife, Francoise Rosay, 
had a successful run at the Little 
Carnegie theatre, N.Y. 





JAMES PATTERSON 

James Patterson, 88, circus and 
carnival operator for 60 years, died 
‘in Paola, Kans., May 25. He re- 
tired seven years ago to make his 
home in Paola, the winter quarters 
for his shows. He operated the 
Great Patterson Shows, a carnival, 
and the Gollmar-Patterson and 
Gentry Bros. Circus. 

He began in show business when 
'a youth, with a carousel. He later 
/added a Ferris wheel and five ele- 
| phants, to make up his first travel- 
‘ing circus. In 1900 he joined with 
R. H. Brainerd to make a bigger 
‘carnival venture, and eventually 
bought out Brainerd. © ; 

His largest operation came In 
1917 after he bought out the circus 
of Gollmar Brothers, Baraboo, Wis. 
Four years later he added the 
Gentry Bros. Circus to his outfit. 


AL RAUH 

Al Rauh, 65. vet vaude_ per- 
former, died after an operation at 
‘his home in Pontiac, Mich., May 
/25. At time of death he was man- 
| ager of a radio station in that city. 

Rauh started his career In mu- 
_sical stock and later had been fea- 
‘tured baritone in operettas pro- 
|duced by the late Henry W. Sav- 
rage. Later, teamed with his wife, 
Olive Broscoe, who had formerly 
done a singing single prior to her 
marriage, he appeared in a number 
of vaude skits with music, which 
had been a featured act on the 
bigtime circuits for years. Prob- 
ably best kiown among them was 
“The Brave Coward,” which they 
had done prior to retirement. 

His wife survives. 














HARRY BROWN 


performer and recently a booking 
agent in Fort Worth, Texas, died 
in that city, May 24. ; ; 

He entered show business in 
1906 as a dancer with the Dock- 





and also the French and German | 


Harry Brown, 55, former vaude | 


to practice 
{Supreme Court of 
| States in 1934. 

| Survived by wife and two daugh- 
ters. 


the United 


} 
/ 
| 
' 


| 





ALFRED KASTNER 
Alfred Kastner, 78, who had 
| been harpist with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Orchestra for 25 
years, died in Hollywood, May 24. 
| He was also well-known as a con- 
| cert artist, composer and teacher. 
'He had given concerts both here 
!and abroad. 
served on the faculties of Univ. of 


| College. 

| His wife died four years ago. 
'Survived by a son and three 
| daughters. ‘ 





HERMAN ARMAND 


born vaude performer, died in New 
York, May 21. He had retired 
some years ago. 

After having appeared in thea- 
tres of his native Budapest, he 
later came to the U. S., where he 
had appeared mostly in vaudeville 
in sketches which he also pro- 
duced. His last project was the 
staging of “The City of Yesterday” 
pageant for the Rochester, N. Y., 
Centennial in 1935. 





GENE RANDOW 
Gene Randow, 62, featured clown 
with the Polack Bros. Shrine Cir- 
j;cus, died May 28 in Amarillo, 
| Texas, just before he was sched- 
| uled to go on stage at the Municipal 
Auditorium. 
Randow appeared with several 
| circuses, ineluding Ringling Bros., 
| Barnum & Bailey, before joining 
the Polack Bros. 12 years ago. 
Survived by son. 











PETER N. STEVENS 

Peter N. Stevens, 55, personal 
business manager for film names 
and long associated with the Holly- 
wood Pantages theatre, died May 
27 in Hollywood after a long ill- 
ness. 

For 15 years he had handled 
financial affairs for film clients, 
among whom were Pine-Thomas, 
Gene Lockhart and Randolph 
Scott. 





CAROLINE MURPHY 

Caroline Murphy, 45, former | 
vaudeviile performer, died May 28 
in Hollywood. As a member of 
the team of Carrie and Eddie she 
had played the top vaude circuits. 

Surviving is her husband, Sena- 
tor Murphy, also well known on 
the stage. They were preparing to 
celebrate their 18th wedding anni 
June 5. 





Mervyn Gall, assistant branch 
manager in New South Wales for 
RKO, was killed by a subway train 
in Sydney last week. He had been 
with RKO 22 years. 

Wife and three children survive. 





Mother, 87, of Russell Janney | 
died at her home in Chillicothe, O., 
May 28. He is the former legit pro- 
ducer and author of “The Miracle 
of the Bells.” 





Ethel Meyer, cashier at the Cap-~- 
itol theatre, N. Y., died in New 
York, May 28. She had been em- 
ployed at the theatre for past 17 
years. 





Mother of the late Joe Cunning- 
ham. film actor and creator of the 
comic strip “Rufus McGoofus,” 
died May 19 in Philadelphia. Sur- 
vived by a daughter. 





Benjamin F. Williams, 77, mem- 
ber of the Columbian Trio of blind 
/men who traveled extensively as 





16 at West Salem, near Wooster, O. 





Mother. 86, of Norman Frescott, 
executive director of the Arena 


Herman Armand, 79, Hungarian- | 


| William Kapell, Chicago, May 17. 


musicians 38 years ago, died May 


the | Jacksonville. Fla., May 28. 





MARRIAGES 


Beverly Mitchell to William 
Crane, Las Vegas, May 26. Bride 
|1S a screen actress; he’s a restau- 
; rateur. 
| Anne Sweel to Chris DeFelippo, 
| Red Bank, N. J., May 30. He’s 
asst. manager of Reade’s Carlton 
theatre in that city. 


Diana Garrett to Earl (Madman) 





At various times he | Muntz, Las Vegas, May 28. Bride is | 


}a sereen actress. 


Vonne Godfrey to Aleon Ben- 
nett, Hollywood, May 27. Bride is 
an actress; he’s a radio scripter. 

Helen Lacho to Othmer Miller, 
Pittsburgh, May 22. Bride is with 
Metro exchange in that city. 

Betty Brodel to Joseph Fran- 
zalia, Beverly Hills, May 24. 
| Bride’s an actress. 

Jaequa Lynn to Ben Bard, Las 


he’s a drama coach. 


Swire, New York, May 29. 


Elizaheth Ann Sherman to Peter | 
Gram Swing, Sudbury, Mass., May 
27. He’s son of Raymond Gram 
Swing, radie news analyst. _ 

Barbara Ann Richman to Jack 
Milton Warner, New York, May) 
30. He's son of Gol. Jack L. War- | 
ner, veepee in charge of produc- 
tion of Warner Bros. Pictures and 
an exec with same company. 

Rebecca Anna Lou Melson to 





He’s a concert pianist. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Davis, son, 
Hollywood, May 26.. Father is a 
screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bud Crozier, son, 
Pittsburgh, May 17. Father is sax- 
ist with Walter Gable’s band; 
mother’s the former Sally Hughes, 
nitery singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Gates, daugh- 
ter, recently, Dallas. Father is con- 
ductor of the “Smile Program” on 
WFAA, Dallas. 

Mr. and Mrs. James McGraw, 
son, Salt Lake City, May 24. Father 
is engineer at KDYL. 

Mr. and Mrs. Monty Shaff, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 24. 
Father s an indie producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Golitzen, 
son, Burbank, Cal., May 26. Father 
is asst. production manager at Uni- 
versal-International. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Cross, son, 
Hollywood, May 26. Mother is 
Peggy Ryan, film actress; father is 
an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Burton, 
daughter, May 24, in New York. 
Father is attorney for Broadcast 
Music, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Ross, daugh- 
ter, N. Y., May 30. Father is a 
Broadway stage manager, recently 
elected to council of Equity. 


‘Get Tough’ 


Continued from page | jae | 


rectly through sales to the Mar- 
shall Plan nations. 

ECA head’s attitude was made 
known after committee chairman 
Styles Bridges noted that it was 
proposed to use ERP funds to fi- 
nance about $800,000,000 in Euro- 
pean purchases of food and raw 
materials in Argentina. Bridges 
wanted written into the appropria- 
tions bill assurances that Ameri- 
can firms would be protected, or 














| orderly. 


Scrambler, Kiddie Carousel, Kiddie 
| Whip and Kiddie Yacht. 
Feltman’s establishment, built on 
|the renowned hot dog tradition, 
| still is the top mass eatery at spa. 
For the third consecutive year, 
vast place has been managed by 
Kenneth Burke for trie of knowl- 
|edgeable operators, Alvin E. Kall- 
|\man, Harry Socoloff and Benne 


} 


|Bechhold. They’ve rented out 
| practically all concessions, new fea- 
| tures being a golf course and min- 
jiature railway. Feltman’s hot dog, 
as in the past, continues to com- 
‘Mand high prices, 15c., a claim no 
| other Coney boniface can make. 
|Down the street, Nathan’s, how- 
) ever, wears the crown for serving 
/up the most Coney Island chicken 
|at a dime a dog. But the manage- 
| ment should do semething drastic 
\about keeping its front clean and 
There's little excuse for 
|the littered sidewalk and suffocat- 


Vegas, May 22. Bride’s an actress; | img scent. 


Surf Avenue frontage of charred 


Janet Dickson Wead to Willard | Luna Park is a dismal eyesore and 


He’s in | disgrace to welfare of the knuble- 
cast of “The Respectful Prostitute” | wurst and knishe kingdom. Sign 


(Cort, N. Y.). lon Luna Park’s badly scarred 


rop- 
erty indicates it is up for sale or 
lease. Several major league pro- 
moters recently gandered the land 
with an eye to opening it as a track 
for trotters but came away with 
feeling it was too small for such 
an enterprise. 

Brown Bonrber Vice The Profile 

Fred Meers continues at helm of 
Eden Musee, Coney’s leading wax- 
works tabernacle. Top billing is 
given to rubbish collector Langley 
Colyer, heldover from last year. 
Other featured tableau is the gory 
Snyder-Gray murder case. Vandals 
broke into the waxworks repair 
shop recentiy and smashed a John 
Barrymore head, which means that 
the actor will not be represented in 
Musee’s “Hall of Fame” this 
semester. Meers regards Joe Louis 
as hot draw and will place the fight 
champ in niche formerly occupied 
by The Profile. 

Underneath resort’s amalgam of 
tinsel and papier-mache, an earnest 
effort is being made by more repu- 
table of Coney’s operators to im- 
prove facilities of the _ island. 

Chamber solons are yelling for 
prompt construction of much- 
discussed Oceanarium on _ board- 
walk side with admission fee suf- 
ficient to make project self-support- 
ing; additional first-aid stations at 
eastern end of island; city ac- 
quisition of the Luna Park site for 
use as public parking space; repair 
of Steeplechase Pier and resump- 
tion of excursion steamer service; 
widening main avenues of approach 
and rezoning of seaside area to per- 
mit construction of “spectacular” 
signs similar to those at Times 
Square. 

Flesh Shows 

This year’s flesh shows on strand 
include Tirza’s Wine Bath on Surf 
avenue and a new variety review on 
Stillwell avenue between Surf and 
Bowery . . . Buxbaum Bros.’ Sham- 
rock Irish House, destroyed by fire 
last season, replaced with new fire- 
proof structure ... Pleasureland, 
new building on site of last sea- 
son’s conflagrated Wor!d’s Greatest 
Side Show, features concessions 
and is several notches above usual 
Coney fare . . also, there’s a 
Howard Johnson's on Surf avenue 
... Ravenhall Bathing Park is click- 
ing nicely and buying series of 
spots over WHN ... plenty of night 
illumination on boardwalk is caus- 
ing young swains to grumble... 





else there’d be no buying from the 
_“Peron corporation,” as he termed 
| it. 

Objecting to the proposal, Hoff- 
/man said it would prove embarras- 


| sing. He declared: “The power of | 


‘the purse is more ‘effective if not 
formalized.” 7 


Park Commissioner Moses’ staff 
keeping beach and boardwalk spot- 
less .. . Sea Gate, once the elite of 
society gathering place, now adver- 
tising in the dailies, a robust sign 
that the common man and his frau 
| have taken over’ one-time sedate 





’ watering place. 
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CAPITOL, new vorx 


3” RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
Thanks to: 


JOSEPH R. VOGEL + MARVIN SCHENCK 


SIDNEY PIERMONT + ALLEN ZEE 
CUGAT and ETHEL 


RALPH BLANK of the piano » 
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